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COLONEL PICKERINOr^ 


TO THU 

PEOPLE OF 3'HE UNITED STATES. 


I 

INTflODUCTION. 

LETTER I 

FEl.L,OW CITIZENS, 

Before l present to yon a view of the past and 
present condition of our country, and exhibit the 
characters of men Avho Jiave produced, or greatly 
infliKuiced that condition,’it is proper that I shouM 
place before you a plain representation of my own. 
For you ought to be satisfied, that the writer who 
asks your attention, possessetl the means of acquiring 
an adequate knowledge of his subject, and integrity 
to present it with truth. 

My name has for so many years bei^ the theme of 
reproach with my enemies, and their pul)lications 
having been in fact, though not in form addressed to 
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you, as the proper trihuniil to <leci(^^n the merit or 
demerit of my <‘ondiiet in public life, justice would 
require that, prior to a final judg'ment, I should be 
heSfd in my own defence. This right, however, I 
should waive, were my personal interest or reputation 
alone at stake. Content w'itli the esteem of men of 
the first distinctioji among my countrymen, for their 
discernment, virtue and patriotisjii, and with an 
approving eous<‘i<mce, f would not again, on my own 
account, take the trouble, to rc^ypl the slanders with 
which bad men continue to assail me. As it regards 
myself, these libellers miss tluiir aim—Far from 
wounding my feelings, their malevolent re])roaches 
bear witness that 1 am not <lestitute of merit. The 
* unwearied, malignant efforts of these men to destroy 
my nqastatioii, demonstrate that 'the truths I have 
heretofoi; exhibited, hiu <‘ aniio^^d them and their 
employers ; while, f>erl»a])s, they afiticipatc a display 
of inoic truths, iJjo pnqier eflects of which, by reviv¬ 
ing their slanders, they may hope to defeat. 

Indeed, fellow citizens, I have gone hut a little 
way, in spreading before you the errours of your 
rulers; would to Got> that they were chargeable 
with no moH! tljuii errours. Ce rtain it is, they have 
ph^nged our couiiljy into a state of dc'gradation and 
disgrace, and broug*ht upon it calamities never before 
^^lerienccd. It is time lliey were stripped of their 
disguises, and exhibited in their naked charactwrs to 
your view. This is one great object in my ]>resent 
undertaking. For nojjop^ can be entertained of an 
advantageous i» the condition of our country, 

until you shal^cicouvinced that the leaders of the 
which iir, ten years jiast have governed it, 
^ not worthy confidence—1 embark in it 

with reluctjiicc-^catise to say nothing of the 
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time and labour 1 must bestow upon it, in expos- 
inj^ them, I rhall unavoidably ex})ose the nakedness 
of my country; when, if compalil>]e with truth, 1 
would infinitely rather speak the praises of both. 
But to authorise even a distant hoj)e of producing 
general conviction, plain triiths, however mortifying, 
must be told; and the belief of them can alone 
rescue our country from impending ruin. Perhaps 
for entertaining this apparently forlorn hope, I may 
be charged with Vanity. But if truih is, before 
hand, to be jut'siuned unavailing, why then the 
cause of our country is to be gi^en up in despair. 
But until ruin actuall} overwhelms us, I will not 
•despair. 

In the prosecution of this work, I will present 
to vou faithful pictures drawn from the life—from 
the \vor<ls and aclibns of men. I will lay before 
you facts. And where the nature of the case ren¬ 
ders facts unattainable, 1 will state the circumstances 
whicli furnish the ground of rational belief. And 
because the unexampled state of things demands 
that facts which are tht^ Irasis of uiv address, should 
be present('d to your <‘onsi(h*ralion, with whatever 
weight the testimony of a known witness can im¬ 
part, and believing my statements to be true, and 
my •reasoning just, 1 shall subscribe them with my 
pi*oper name. Should there be any errours, they 
will be unintentional; and when fairly exhibited, 
as frankly confc ssed. 

I am aw are that 1 shall draw upon myself a host 
of slanderers, who from all quarters will fall upon 
me without mercy. They, destitute, alike of facts 
and arguments, will impudently pronounce my state¬ 
ments to be untrue, my reasoning false, and my cha¬ 
racter too base to merit your attention. ^ And if you 
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yield to tlieir bold assertions without evidence, my 
labour will be lost. But, my fellow citizens, it is 
for you that f expose* myself to all Ibis ])crsecntion; 
to \he ili-vvill, the hatred and the veng’cance of the 
men w hose arts, intrii^iies and decejitions I must ne*- 
et'.ssarily la} open. For your own sake then, 1 en¬ 
treat you to £Ji’i\e me a patient hearing. It my story 
be long, so is the st ries of your wrongs. And these 
you have sufl'ered, not for your ultimate advantage, 
but that your leaders, pretendeel^pafriots, miy/it oh^ 
tain and hold power and place and the cMoluments 
of office^ —Yes, my fellow citizens, to their ambition, 
avarice, envy and revenge, your great interests and 
the honour of onr country liave been sacrificed. 

If in ( xecutin;*- the arduous* work I have under¬ 


take!),^ I shall sometimes ijse, words of a coarse tex- 

(uri‘, 1 beg O’, ei y read(n* to be^sured, that these 

will be introduced iu)t from choice, but necessity \ 

tile more di.-tinctiv to exhibit the characters of the 
* « 

persons and things intended to be describetl. Mo* 
val, liki natural deformities, nHpiire tlieir apjiro- 
priate traits and colours. 

J'lMOTHV PICKERING. 


LETTER n. 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

Seeing th^t the requisite investigation of nu¬ 
merous facts, scattered through a long space of 
yeans, will require much time and labour, and con¬ 
sequently, the exhibition of the important conclu- 
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sions thence resulting, be at a distance: it is fit 
that at ih& outset I should inform you what those 
conclusions will be—^And I entertain no doubt of 
shewing them to be as correct as they are interestipg. 
1 expect to satisfy you— 

1. That in our revolutionary war, the aids af¬ 
forded by France were small, and covertly given 
—until by maintaining the war by our own 
strength, for three years, and capturing a whole 
British Army, we had rendered our final success 
certain. 

ii. That although tht‘ French Government at 
length furnished very considerable aids in men 
.and money, and the co-operation of her navy— 
yet that all this proceeded from no regard to us, 
from no desire to promote the interests of the 
United States; bat merely to tliminish the •formi¬ 
dable powtu' of her rival, Urreat Britain, by lop¬ 
ping off from her empire, so large a portion of her 
dominions as the United States. 

3. That when, after braving for seven years 
the dangers and calamities of w ar, it was draw¬ 
ing to a close: when Great Britain, willing to 
make peace, sent a minister to Paris, to negotiate 
with the ministers of tlie United States, the 
French government strenuously endeavoured to 
prevent our obtaining sik'Ii terms as the dignity 
and interests of the United States required. That 
when the French government found one of our 
ministers too enlightened, too patriotic and inflex¬ 
ibly firm ^to abandon the interests of his country 
—when it found that he would not giv6 up the 
fisheries—the Western Territory (where several of 
our populous states are bounded,) and the free 
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navigation of the' river Mississippi, then that in¬ 
sidious g-rtveriunent aetnally coininenoed an in¬ 
trigue u ith (mr cnoniyj 'svith the British govern¬ 
ment, <0 a(‘eoin])lish those ohjeets! An intrigue 
that was defeated l)y our sagacious, vigilant and 
faithful ininist(!r, oj)oratijig on the sound policy and 
returning good-will of Britain—This minister was 
Mr. Jay. Mr. Adams was then in ilolland; but 
as soon as he readied Paris, he heartily co-ope¬ 
rated with Mr. day. With these transactions, 
which hereafter I shall lay hvfon* you in detail, 
not only Mr. Jay and Mr. Adams, but Mr. Jefi'er- 
son and Mr. Madison are well acipiainted. 

4. That the people of the United States, know¬ 
ing that the French government rendered to us 
important aids in our n volutioiniry war—^Init not 
knowing its treacherous attempts tinally to rob us 
of some of its fairest fruits; and tilleil with gra¬ 
titude for thost! aids (givcui as we then imagined, 
with generous maguanirnity) felt the sincerest friend¬ 
ship and attac'Jiment to France. That thesi* honest 
prejudices iu Li r fa\our eoniimi(‘d unimpaired, 
after the Fivnch iv xoiution eommoiiced, anil our 
pr<‘S(mt geucrui eminent was formed, was ea- 
irerlv sei/e.d on bv a few ambitious men, with 
Mr. Jefferson at their head, as the sure means 
of ingratiating themseUes into your favour; by 
that means to grasp ilie whole power of the 
union; w Idle at the same time, and with the 
same objecd. in view', they cherislied aiui aggra- 
valcil against Great Britain the popular resent¬ 
ments and hatreds wliieii the ('\ds of civil war, 
and the atroirious acts of the British forces in the 
early period of it, had engendered; forgetting^ 
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or not feeling;, the just and magnanimous sentiment 
in our declaration of independence, to hold the 
British, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies 
in war, in ])eace friends.” 

5. That on these two foundations (your grati¬ 
tude and friendship to France, and your preju¬ 
dices and hatred against England) Mr. Jefferson 
(stealing your hearts by a thousand plamible, 
but hollow professions of republican simplicity, re¬ 
publican economy, ardent patriotism, and hatred 
of royalty,) on tltese two foundations, I say, Mr. 
Jefferson ix)se to power; undermining, f)y all the 
arts which cunning could devise, and concealed 
ambition practice, the really republican adminis¬ 
tration of Washington. It will fall in my way. 
and it will be one object of these addresses, to 
delineate the character of Mr.“ Jeffer.son as exhi¬ 
bited in bis acts and writings, for a series of 
years, before he moimted the chair of state; and 
to describe his measures and prolessions during 
his fight years presidency. The result, 1 . trust, 
will bt' your full conviction of his systematic hy¬ 
pocrisy and duplicity, by means of whu^h you 
have been beguiled into a warm admiration of the 
man, and a fatal support of his measures. 1 trust 
you will see, that under the plain republican garb, 
has been concealed inordinate ambition; that in 
the soft shade of affected mildnciss and candour, 
lurked a malignant spirit of intolerance and perse¬ 
cution; that deceit was veiled by plausible pro¬ 
fessions pf sincerity and good faith ; that his much 
talked of economy, was a cover for waste and 
profusion; and that patriotism itself was a$;»iimed 
for a screen, behind which he contrived schemes, 
dishonourable to the nation, and pregnant with 
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min : but in which he manifested a disposition and 
a wish to persevere, although they should end in 
your destruction. 

O? That by the arts above nieiitioued, Mr. Jef¬ 
ferson having risen to power, he saw they must 
be continued in order to y)rescr\e it; all however, 
resting on your unlinuted but misplaced confidence 
in his sup[>osed ability, integrity, and patriotism. 
Let me, my fellow citi'/ens, call >our [)ointed at¬ 
tention to this matter. It furnishes the key to the 
conduct of your government for the last ten years. 
Look back, I pray you, and review that period. 
You will find, that (one article excepted, wliich 1 
shall hereafter ex])lain)all the subjects of dispute be- 
ktween the United States, and Great Britain, remain 
unsettled; while Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison have 
been uttering professions without number of their 
sincere desire to adjust tiicni! Will you any 
longer trust in th(‘se ])rofessiousWill you 
believe that Grt^at Britain, oppressed with the 
weight of war nnexain]>led in the history of the 
world, can choose to avoid an a(u*oinmodation with 
the United States? When oiir friendship would be 
so useful to her, will you believe her esenunwilliny to 
do us common justice, in order to obtain it? 
When she has not (the broken rt inains of Spain and 
Portugal excepted) onealiy^n the world, and the na¬ 
tions of Europe, swayed by Bonaparte, are in arms 
against her—isit tx)ssible, think you, for her to he so 
blind to her interest, as to refuse the hand of amity 
and good will, if really stretched c»ut towards her 
the United States ? Can you htdieve that she 
would not be willing, even to make some sacri¬ 
fices in order to restore harmony, and a full com¬ 
mercial mtercourse between the two countries? 
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An impartial observer, i^iorant of the arts that* 
have been practised to deceive yon, would say, 
that all this was impossible. 

My fellow citizens, upon an Investioation yon will 
find that the fault is in yonr rulers. They arc aware, 
that if by fair and honourable neg^otiations, all our 
differences with Great Britain shoidd he adjusted, 
they would lose a strono* hold of their popularity, 
while they incurred tlie dis])Uasure (which Xhey 
so iniich dread) of Europe’s tyrant, and as far as 
their sul»s(jrvieney Can make him, otir haughty and 
insulting master. Were the disputes with Britain 
adjusted, they could tlu'ii no longer <*xcite your fears 
of la'mg betraytai Ity the Eedcrali'^ts, as British 
partizens, or corrupted by British gold. They must 
then t^ease to clamour against “ tli(‘ tyrants <d the 
sea (as the}' call the British) for exercising’ what 
they consider as llit' hclligerent rights hy the law 
of nations, in ciij)turing neutral v»‘ssels engaged in 
eonuneri e contrary to that law, and taking their 
oivn seamen from your merchant vessels. They 
must thou stop their falsehearted lamentations over 
impressed American seamen, for whose relief a sa¬ 
tisfactory arrangem('nt would then be made. Then 
too, they would be deprived of the favorite topick 
of complaint, the outrageous attack on the frigate 
Chesapeake,” for which Great Britain has repeated 
her emleavours to make satisfaction, hut which, 
I tjvpect to shew you, your own government has 
frustratetl. And then, too, we should hear no more 
of Mr. Jefierson’s prating ahouf “ the viojated rights 
of the ocean.” 

7. 1 will prove to you that the Embargo, that 
distinguished curse of our country, was not im¬ 
posed “ to preserve our ships, our merchandize and 
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•our seamen”—that iliis was a deceitful j)rc tence- 

and that the deception niight not appear, two of 
the papers eonniiiinicated as the principal ground 
of, the embargo, WH^re withdrawn by Mr. Jefferson. 
This covered the affair w'ilh mvsterv, which as- 
tonished and confounded the publie mind, and 
induced its acquiescence in the measure; on the 
presumption that some cause of mighty moment 
existed to justify so great an il. IMiese two 
papers haie since been made publick. They will 
now s}»e/.ik for themselves, and verify what I 
wrote three years ago that “ neither presented 
any new ground to justify an end>argo.” 

8. 1 will shew you that the non-intercourse, 
»• the half-brother of the endiargo, was a me^isure 

as fcxdish and absurd as it was .mischievous: and 

I 

that file iir’tvries and losses produ<*ed by it,, were 
wanton sacrifices to the. jiitii'ul pridi; ot“ our gi' 
vernment, unwilling to aeiviiowledge its (Tiour 
and improvidence (and in the knowing ones the 
deception) in laying the embargo; for which 
the non-in ter course was a siihstitnte, a siafjim/ to 
break the tall from tiie embargo to nothing. 

9. To give a just view of the French govern¬ 
ment in its relation to the United States, 1 will 


examine its eonduet from an c^arly period of the 
French revolution; the * piracies and enormous 
spoj^tions it authorised on onr commerce, and 
its Outrages and insults towards our government. 
1 will present to your view the patient forbearance 
of the federal administrations, and theh* earnest 


endeavours to remove every cause of misunder¬ 
standing. And when all their efforts ])roved un¬ 
availing, you will be reminded of the energetic 
measures adopted to vindicate your rights and 
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maintain the honour and dignity of the nation. 
This period will embrace the mission of general 
Pinkney; and afterwards the more solemn em¬ 
bassy of generals Pinkney and Marshall, and Mr. 
Gerry. The abandonment of this energetick course 
will then be considered, and its consequences. 
The nwival of the directorial system of plunder, 
outrage and insult, might then be brought into 
full Aucw, with all the aggravations of which Na¬ 
poleon Bonaparte alone was capable. 

10. Forbearing to enumerate many other topics 
of discussion which will fall in my way as I 

proceed, I will here only add, that 1 expect to 

make it appear that if the measures of our go- 
A ernmeut, so fatal to' the national ])rosperity, have 
not been taken in concert with Prance,' they 
have been contrived in subserviency to the views 
llie imperial tyrant. Otherwise his gross in¬ 
sults heaped upon tuir g'o\ erninejit, and even 

hurled in its fac<% added to the incalculable in¬ 

juries to our citizens by his depredations on 
their pro]>crty, in jjiracies and robberies unexam- 
])led in ilic annals of mankind, would not have 
been borne; but which have been bonie with a 
tameness and submission, that, situated as are 
the United States, would have disgraced even 
slaves. ^ 

TIMOTHY PICKEMVG. 
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LETTER III. 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

In my last number are stated the principal topics 
ou which T purpose to address you. 1 have written, 
as I will continue to write, with a freedom which 
the times demand; but which the f>i’eachers of pas¬ 
sive obedience and non-resistance to the measures of 
government, lioweAcr oppressive and ruinous, will 
not fail to condemn. What! they will exclaim, can 
he be a friend to his country, who will not stand by 
its governim iit? Must ho not l)c its enemy^ the 
hireling of a foreign nation, w ho (h^’es to question the 
rectitiide of his own govonuneat in its disputes w ith 
that foreign nation ? Who, for instance, w'ould offer 
an excuse for the British government, which has 
caused so many injuries, but a British tory, a British 
pensioner, a traitor, who had received British 
gold! 

My fellow' citizens? Have you been taught to 
believe that your rulers are incapable of erring? 
Incapable of injustice to a foreign nation? Incapable 
of seeking their ow'ii interests, and gratifying their 
ambition at your cxpence? Licapahh? of crimes? 
If jg||why hi your constitution have yon declared 
thewamenable to justice? liable to impeachment 
and removal from offitre ? to prosecution and punish¬ 
ment in the courts of law? Why w'as the press, 
already free, guarded by a sjiecial amendment to the 
constitution? Was this guaril provided only that 
envy, malice, and revenge might with impunity, ex¬ 
pose the errors of private citizens, and slander virtue 
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itself, when not clothed with power! No! History 
and experience proved that men in office, in plac^a 
of }>owcr and trust, were sometimes unfaithful and 
corrupt—^that it was not always easy to bring them to 
justice—that sometimes their offences were of a na¬ 
ture to evade the ordinary judicial process—that 
public shame and disgrace could be their only pu¬ 
nishment. The press is free, that any of your fellow 
citizens may address you on any subject which can 
affect your interest, honour, safety, and general wel¬ 
fare. The improper, unwise, the unjust acts of the 
rulers of a nation, may be directly injurious to the 
citizens, they may also be injurious to foreign na¬ 
tions, and produf‘e dangerous disputes, retaliation 
and war. Wheii such are the effects or tendencies 
of their measures, he who sees them has a right, and 
it is his duty to bring them into public view, for the 
purpose of public correction. .This right I will use—- 
this duty I will attein])t to perform. But another 
duty first dcmaiuls iny care Up vindicate my own 
character, and exliibit my title to your attention. 

I am, felloAV citizens, in a singular situation— 
continually censured and reviled by every unprin¬ 
cipled wretch who prints a newspaper, or by bis 
correspondents equally base; and yet rarely upon any 
specific charge on wineli 1 can come to an issue. In 
one case, indeed, this was done: 1 was aciaised of 
receiving British gold. At the instance of son^ of 
mv friends, i consented that the libcUcr shornwhe 
prosecuted. He was accordingly indicted, convicted, 
and punished by fine and imprisonment. His coun¬ 
cil, (Mr. Jefferson’s distriid attorney in Massachu¬ 
setts) witk a view to mitigate the libeller’s punish¬ 
ment, offered to the court a reason which must sur¬ 
prise all those who have formi'd their opinions of me 
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from the misrepresentations and lies of democratic 
prints—“ That the fairness of my character was so 
well known, and my reputation so firmly established, 
thp libel could have done me no injury.”—But neither 
conviction in court—nor at the bar of reason (the 
tribunal to which,.in addressing the People of the 
United States, I now appeal^ can silence my accu¬ 
sers. —“ The lies so oft overthrown are renewed”— 
and they will be repeated while the polluted prints 
which spread them abroad, receive the patronage of 
a deceived and abused people. 

I have recently been called a pensioner of Bri¬ 
tain,” while the accusers, far from attempting to 
prove it, do not themselves believe it. In the nature 
of things, it is impossible for any man to prove the 
negative, that he did not receive a bribe. VVbat then 
is to be done? Is 'there sdeh a thing as honesty in 
the world ?—And what* can an honest man oppose to 
such a naked accusation;’ Will a whole life, passed 
in the ways of virtue, serve <o vindicate bis inno¬ 
cence? Let then my unprincipled accusers examine 
my whole life, [»rivate as well as public—let them 
search diligently—and if they can find one dishonest 
act, a single departure from truth, one instance of 
deception, then, my fellow citizens, reject as uuwor- 
thy of your notice, all the statements and reasoning 
which I have heretofore addressed, or shall hereafter 
acyjjjess to you. 

xhe herd of libellers, your pretended friends, but 
worst enemies, have the audacity to call me “ An 
Old British Tory!” I am old, for I have lived 65 
years. But from the year 1769, to the close of the 
eevolutionary war (a space of 14 years^ I was con¬ 
stantly engaged in opposing British taxation, British 
encroachments on our rights, and British arms. 
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Until the commencement of that war in 1775, no one . 
person in my native town (Salem) was more actively 
engaged than I, (as my townsmen who survive to this 
day well know) in all the measures generally adopted 
in opposing British claims. After the war had com¬ 
menced, the government of Miwsachusetts appointed 
me to various offices; some of them of no inconsidera¬ 
ble importance. From these 1 was called by Gene¬ 
ral Washington to the army under his command, 
which 1 joined in June, 1777, in the office of adjutant 
general. In the preceding winter I had marched a 
regiment of seven* liandred men, militia, from the 
county of Essex, part of a larger force from Massa¬ 
chusetts, all under the command of General Lincoln, 
4o reinforce the main army. This winter campaign 
terminated at New Jersey, when General Washing¬ 
ton’s head quarters were^at Morristown. In Sep¬ 
tember 1777, was fought the battle of Brandywine; 
and in October, that of Germantown. In both 1 was 
by the gciierars .side, or executing his orders. In 
the dost' of 3777, 1 w^as appointed by congress, a 
member of the continental board of war, tis were 
Generals Gates and Mifflin. In this station I served 
until August, 1780; when, on the resignation of Ge- 
lu.ral Greene, I was desired to accept, and I received 
from congress, the appointment of quarter master ge¬ 
neral; in w hich office I continued to the end of the 
war. In this last period. Viz. in 1781, preparations 
were made for the siege of New York; but%he 
French fleet of co-operation disappointed the com¬ 
mander in chief, by going into Chesapeake Bay. 
A British army, under the command of Lord Corn¬ 
wallis, was then at Yorktown in Virginia. To capr 
ture this army was now the only object of hope for 
the residue of the campaign. Having received the 

B 
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GeneraFs orders, 1 provided for the march of the 
,troops destined for this sen'ice, and for the operations 
of the siege (at which I was present) in what re¬ 
spected my department. The capture of Yorktown 
and of another British army, in effect, put an end to 
the war. 

What is now the reward of these long continued 
public services, in opposition to Great Britain, and 
during the war, in the arduous and important offices 
which I have mentioned? To be pronounceil, by 
foreign renegadoes and home-bred villains, “ Ah old 
British TorpT And why this reproach ? Because I 
did not join the party, with Mr. Jefferson at its head, 
which was constantly opposed to president AYashing- 
ton’s administration. With that party and my 
countrymen generally, I rejoiced in the prospect of 
a free government to be established in France; but 1 

did not shut my eves to the ( normitics of the actors 

■ •. 

in the French revolution. And when afterwards, it 
became my official duty, in vindication of the con¬ 
duct, and the honour of our own government and 
country, to state and display the injustice, the c‘orrup- 
tion, the outrages, and the insults of the French 
rulers, and the piracies by them authorized and com¬ 
mitted on our commerce, I did not attempt to con¬ 
ceal, to excuse, or make apologies for them. Ajid 1 
dropped some intimations that our tlcbt of gratitude 
to France, if not cancelled by her atrocious insults 
an#injuries, was much less than Mr. Jefferson and 
his party wished to have you believe. But 1 pre¬ 
sented things truly, according to my knowledge of 
facts, and to the best of my ability*.—Hen cel be- 

* The vindication here referred to, was contained in a letter, 
dated January, 1797, which 1 wrote by the direction of president 
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<;ame obnoxious to the party, whose yelpere then set 
up their cry against me, and have ever since conti¬ 
nued to growl and bark.—Let the watch word be 
given, and the whole pack open upon me, from Maine 
to Georgia. 

But it cannot be concealed, that 1 had otJt>er re- 
wards — the marked approration op the 
WISE AND GOOD, to whom personally, or by re¬ 
putation, my real character was known. And Wash- 
ington, who first c alled ino to the army, and wit¬ 
nessed my conduct tjiere—^Washington, W'hose pure 
integrity, and genuine patriotism none dare question, 
and cA en by eidogi/.ing whom, now dead, his former 
emnnies endeavour to filcli some little share of re¬ 
now ii—W ashington, when president of the United 
States, alst) called nu' to a series of employments in 
civil lite ; in 1791, to the office of j[>ost master gene¬ 
ral, and in January, 1795, to the office of secretary 
lor the department of war. In August, 1795, he 
charged me also with the department of state, of 
which in December following 1 was a])pointed secre¬ 
tary. Here it is due to myself to remark, that all 
these important and distinguished offices, military 

Washington, to general Pinckney, our minister in Paris. In that 
letter, the subjects iji controversy between the United States and 
France, were reviewed. It was of this review that chief justice 
MarsliaU, in his Life of Washington (vol. v. p. 726) thus expresses 
his opinion: *• It presented a minute and comprehensive detail of 
all the points of C(*ntroversy which had arisen between the two 
nations, and defended the measures which had been adopted in 
America, with a clearness and strength of argument believed to be 
irresistible. I'o place the subject in a point of view, admitting of 
no possible misunderstanding, the secretary of state had annexed 
to his own full and demonstrative reasoning, documents establish* 
ing the real fact in each particular case, and the correspondence 
relating to it.” 

B 2 
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and civil, were voluntarily conferred upon niel 1 
never, directly or indirectly, asked for one. If any 
of mv friends solicited them for me, I never knew 
it.—Having- at the close of the year 1801, returned 
to my native state, the legislature, unsolicited, ap¬ 
pointed me, in 1803, one of its senators in congress ; 
in which station 1 have continued to this time—a 
period of eight years. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


y 


LETTER IV. 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

<c 

Although the unsought appointmenis to the 
numerous offices detfiiled in my last addrt-ss, will, by 
all candid men be admitted as strong evidence of my 
possessing some portion of ability to execute them, 
and of my fidelity to my country, yet the manner in 
which I was finally remo^ ed from office, ha^ ing, 
among the uninformed, excited doubts, it may be 
necessary for me to clear them away. 

I held the office of Secretary of State near five 
years. In May, 1800,1 was dismisseil by President 
Adams. On this dismission (so little did it excite 
my sensibility) I should have remained for ever 
silent, had it not been made a subject of reproach. 
The dismission, deprived me of no friends j on Ihc 
contrary, it increased the ardour, and added to 
the number of those I had before. Of the friends 
common to both of ns, it contributed to produce u 
general alienation from Mr. Adams. 
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I knew this g^entleman was liable to intemperate, 
passions. I was the subject of a paroxysm of his 
rag“e, the afternoon before he sent me notice that 1 
mi^ht resign, “ wishing me to name the day when 
the resignation should take place.” This tempest, 
however, was not displayed to me, but to a friend of 
mine, a me mber of Congress, who was going home, 
and called on Mr. Adams to take leave. To me, 
who during more than three years, held the office of 
Secretary of State under him, Mr. Adams once only 
exhibited any passion; and that on an occasion which 
furnished no cause for the slightest emotion. It was 
this: llis son John Quincy Adams, in 1794, was ap¬ 
pointed Charge d’Affaires or minister resident of the 
United States at the Hague.—Just before General 
Washington’s last presidency expired, he raised John 
Q. Adams to the highest grade of minister ple’liipo- 
ttmtiarv to the couj*t of Lisbom But his father soon 
succeeding to the office of President, he changed the 
Son’s destination from Lisbon to Berlin. He had 
been commissioned for Lisbon. I had now to make 
out a new commission. In the draught, I called 
John Q. Adams, l^te minister resident of the United 
States at the Hague: doubting whether it would 
be correct to call him late minister plenipotentiary 
of the United States at the court of Lisbon ; seeing 
that not having gone thither, of course he had not 
been received in that character. I concluded, how¬ 
ever, before a fair copy of the commission should be 
made, to wait on the president, that he might direct 
the form of it to be altered ff he thought fit. He read 
on till he cajRe to late minister resident of the 
United States at the Hague,” when he burst into a 
passion; and with a loud and rapid voice exclaimed^. 

“ not late minister resident at the Hague, but late 
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. minister plenipotentiary of the United States at the 
court of Lisbon, to which office he was appointed by 
General Washington—not by me—and so he shall 
be culled!**—Then lowering his tone, but speaking 
with earnestness, he .added, “ I am sorry that my 
son ever went abroad as a minister : I wish he had 
staid at home: for there was not a pen in the United 
States, of which the jacobins were so much afraid 
as of my son’s.’* The father and the son, and these 
very jacobins, have since shaken hands together. 

I have said that Mi‘. Adams gave me notice that 
I might resign, and wished me to name the day. 
This transaction having excited (Considerable, in¬ 
terest, the public curiosity may be gratified by the 
perusal of our correspondence entire: 


“ Philadelphiay May 10, 1800. 

“ Sir, 

“As 1 perceive a necessity of introducing a change 
in the administration of the office of State, I think 
it proper to make, this comiiiuiiication of it to the 
present Secretary of State, that he may have an 
opportunity of resigning if he chooses. 1 should 
wish the day on which his resignation is to take 
place to be named by himself. 1 wish for an answer 
to tliis letter on or before Monday moniing, because 
the nomination of a successor must be sent lo the 
Senate as soon as they sit. 

“ With esteem, I am, sir, your most obedient and 
humble servant, 

JOHN ADAMS. 

Honourable Timothy Pickering, 

Secretary of State.” 
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ft required no great sagacity to discover the latent 
object of this seemingly mild proposal. It was the 
first notice the President gave me of his intentions. 
Mr. Adams imagined that I would resign to avoid 
the apparent disgrace of a dismission. He wished 
me to commit political suicide, to screen himself from 
the odium of being my executioner. Preferring a 
dismission by which I l^new it was not in his power 
to dishonour me, I sent him the following answer: 


“ Department of State. 


“ Philadelphia, Monday morning, 
May I2th, 1800. 


Sir, 

€ 

** I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated last Saturday, stating, that * as you perceive 
a necessity of introducing a change in the adininis'^ 
Iration of the offi(re of State, you think it proper 
to make this communication of it to the present 
Secnjtary of State, that he may have an oppor 
tunity of resigning, if he chooses;’ and that ‘you 
wish the djiy on which his resignation is to take 
place to be named by himself.’ 

Several matters of importance in the office, in 
which my agency will be useful, will require my 
diligent attention until about the close of the pre¬ 
sent quarter. I had indeed contemplated a con¬ 
tinuance ,in office until the 4th of March next; 
when, if Mr. Jefterson were elected President (an 
event which in your conversation with me last week 
you considered as certain) I expected to go out of 
course. An apprehension of that etent firs® led m# 
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to determine not to remove ray family this year to 
the city of Washington; because to establish them 
there would oblige me to incur an extraordinai’y 
expense, whicli I had not the means of defraying; 
vi^iereas, by separating myself from my family, and 
living there eight or nine months, with strict eco¬ 
nomy, I hoped to meet that expense, should the 
occasion occur. Or, if I then went out of choice, 
that saving would enable me to subsist my family 
a few months longer; and perhaps aid me in trans¬ 
porting them into the woods, where I had land, 
though all wild and un]>vodnctivc, and where like 
my first ancestors in New-England, I expected to 
commence a settlement on hare creation. 1 am 
happy that 1 now have this resource: and those, 
most dear to me, have fortitude enough to look at 
the scene, without dismay, and eAcn without regret. 
Nevertheless, after deliberately reflecting on the 
overture you have been pleased to make to mo, I do 
not feel it my duty to resign. 

I have the honour to be. 

With great respect, sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

TmoTHY Pickering. 

Mr. Adams, 

President of the United States." 

In about an hour after sending this answer to the 
President, I received the following reply : 


« Sir, 


• Philadelphiay May 1?, 1800. 


** Divers causes and considerations, essential to the 
administration of the government, in my judgment. 
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requiring a chang'e in the Department of State, you. 
are hereby .discharged from any further service as* 
Secretary of State. 

John Adams, 

President of the United States. 

May 12, 1800.” 

The above reply was in a rover addressed and 
delivered to me at my office. 1 was putting the 
finishing hand to the forms, regulations, and iuslruc- 
tions, to l>e transmitted to the marshals of States and 
Secretaries of Territories, which I had 
agreeable to tlie requisition of the art of Congress, 
for taking the second r,ensiis of the United States. 
*4s I knew not who w'as to succeed me, or wffien a 
new secretary might take his seat, in order that the 
}>ublic service iniglit sustain* no injury, and in legal 
consideration the fraction of a day not being 
regarded, 1 staid in the office until evening to com¬ 
plete that work. 

TIMOTHY PICKEKINO, 



LETTER V 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

Nearly eight years elapsed before I took any 
public noli^ceof my removal from office; and then 
by constraint ; to repel a fresh slander on my cha¬ 
racter. It was in a letter dated April 22, 1808, to 
the late Governor Sullivan of Massachusetts; in 
which I said—“ I am reproached for having been 
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•removed from the Office of Secretary of State, on 
the supposition that this would not have been done 
but for some sufficient cause, honourable to the Pre¬ 
sident and dishonourable to me. On this I must 
remark, that I had held the office about a year and a 
half under General Wasliington, and tliree years 
and two months under President Adams, and until 
ten months only remained of his own term of office. 
For what did he remove me? He never told me. 
Was it for any dishonest or dishonourable act? 
He will not say it. Was it for British attachments ? 
He will not say it. Was it for my incapacity? 
If that were the cause, and it be well tounded, a 
statesman of his experience and fliscernuient ought 
sooner to have made the discoverv. 

ft 

But my fellow citizens, when I asked “ for what 
did Mr, Adams remove me?”—1 was not ignorant 
of the immediate cause. I was indeed shocked at 
the depravity of the man; yet he being then, a# 
now, a private citizen, and never likely to be more, 
I meant, as it regarded myself, to let him de])avt in 
peace. If I have changed my mind it has not been 
without reason.—-Besides his open apostacy from the 
cause which he had early and w armly es]>ous(‘(i and 
supported, which had given him resp(*clability in 
the eyes of those who had loaded him w ith })ul)lic 
honours, and finally raised him to the first station in 
his country j he has, with the temper of an assassin, 
availed the character of a man, more wise and more 
righteous than himself j of a man, whom he hated 
while living, without daring publicly to reproach 
him : but whose character now he is dead, he has 
attempted with all the rancour of envy, with all the 
▼irulence of malice, to mangle and defile. This 
malignity must not pass unavenged. To hold such 
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baseness up to public scorn and detestation, will coin-^ 
cide with the vindication due, in my own case, to 
myself, to my family, to my friends and to my coun¬ 
try. 

My sudden removal from office excited among 
federalists not a little surprise; and to my fellow 
citizens generally it apj^eared as unaccountable as 
it was unex])ected. Various conjectures were 
formed ; but all were erroneous. A junto of demo¬ 
crats were in the secret; but three years elapsed 
before 1 was let into it. Federalists ascribed it to 
the resentment of a man of ungoverned passions, 
for my op]>osition to some acts of his administration ; 
jtind to this opinion I was myself inclined; although 
the acts to VI hicli 1 refer had passed long before. 
For I believe Mr. Adams capable of hoarding up Ms 
hatreds, of brooding over thenn, * and at length <f 
bringing them forth mtk increased malignity —This 
spirit he has exemplified in his late atrocious attack 
on the memory of the <leceased Hamilton. And 
mine, though of comj»aratively small account, would 
not have escaped, had 1 also been numbered with 
the dead. 

To the questions before asked relative to my 
removal from office, 1 add one more—“Did Mr. 
Adams dismiss me for keeping back dispatches?” 
This has been asserted in some democratic papers; 
and in congress by Mr. Eppes, son-in-law to the 
late President Jefferson. 

On the aoth of December, 1808, in the House of 
Representatives, Mr. Eppes commenting on my 
first letter to Mr. Sullivan, Governor of Massachu¬ 
setts, concerning the embargo (every statement and 
even conjecture, in which, subsequent events hav<.* 
justified) thus expressed himself r 
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• ** Immediately after the measure (the embargo) 

was adopted last winter, what takes place, sir ?— 
A man distinguished by the favour of the people, 
a man advanced in years, the very man who in 1798 
kept back the dispatches from 31r. Adams {then Pre¬ 
sident) and almost plunged ns into a war with France 
by this act —what does he do? In 1808, he displays 
the same spirit of hostility to France which he 
manifested in ’98; writes a letter, in which he 
attributes the embargo to French influence, to the 
mandates of Buonaparte.”—Being asked by a 
member of the House to name the person he refeiTed 
to, Mr. Fppes named me. Hear my defence. 

1. In the first place, I say, that I am utterly* 
ignorant of the alledged fact. 1 do not recollect to 
have heard, till within tht;ce years past, of any dis¬ 
patches kept backand the talc then surprised 
me by its novelty. 

2. If any dispatches coming to niy hands were 
kept back from the President, it must have been 
purely accidental; and even of this I am yet 
absolutely ignorant. To render it criminal it must 
have been done intentionally—Now if Mr. E])pcs 
meant to say that I kept back any dispatches inten¬ 
tionally^ or with a design to plunge the United 
States into a w^ar with France, then I answer that 
the charge is utterly void of truth. I presume Mr. 
Eppes told the tale as he had heard it. From what 
source he derived it I shall not deign to inquire. 

3. If I had intentionally, or from culpable negli¬ 
gence, kept batik dispatches, and of the fmportance 
ascribed to them by Mr. Eppes, will it be believed 
that Mr. Adams w'ould never have mentioned it to 
me ? And is not this single circumstance sufficient 
to stamp the story with falsehood ? Let it also be 
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particularly noticed that the charge against me, is 
for keeping back dispatches in 1798, and that I was • 
not removed from office till May, 1800. If I com¬ 
mitted the alledged offence, what excuse can be 
offered by Mr. Adams's mw friends or by himself, for 
his keeping me in office a year and a half or more, 
after the deed was done ? Why did he not remove' 
me without delay, and give that as the reason? Mr. 
Adams well knew that I was held in estimation 
by many distinguished citizens of the United States; 
and that my friends, in Massachusetts in particular, 
(of which state both of us are natives) were nume¬ 
rous and of great induence, whom he could not fail 
to offend by dismissing me, unless he could assign 
an adequate cause. I know, when he did remove 
me, that this consideration did not escape his reflec¬ 
tion. Whereas, had I been guilty of the offence 
at this late day conjured up against me, while it 
mortified, it would have silent^ed my friends; and 
T could never have held iip my face in Ilnur jiresence. 
Among those friends were many whom I had not 
personally known. To a man, I believe, they had 
once been the friends of Mr. Adams. They con- 

V 

tinue mine to this day, and w'ith increased regard. 
That they are not now his, wt. have Ills own testi¬ 
mony. Indeed that he had few, a a cry few friends 
in the United States of any sort, is necessarily to be 
inferred from his own declaration. Two obscure 
democrats in the interior of Massachusetts, on the 
eve of an important election in 1809, subscribed (for 
I understood they were incapable of writing it) a 
.letter to Mr. Adams, replete with the most fulsome 
flattery, (the writer seems to have known what 
would best phrase his taste) in which they ask 
counsel of the “ venerable father of New England." 
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.His answer, marked throughout with his usual 
'arrogance, egotism and vanity, thus concludes:— 
“ I alw^ays consider the whole nation as my children: 
but they have almost all been undvtiful to me. You 
t'^o gentlemen are almost the only ones, out of my 
own house, who have for a long time, and I thank you 
for it, expressed a filial affection for-— John AdanisJ"* 
4. My innocence is to be inferred, not only from 
what is already stated, but from Mr. Adams’s own 
publications. I have read bis letters, printed in 
Boston in 1809, on the subject, of the embassy to 
France, in 1799, to which 1 must suppose the dis¬ 
patches in question are understood to relate. These 
letters Mr. Adams has written for the purpose of 
justifying that embassy. He therein states Jit great 
length, the groiflids on which he took that stej> j 
referring to many private letter^, and introducing 
one from Mr. Joel Barlow, received in the winter, 
1798-9; all mentioning the desire of the Frencli 
government to settle their difierences w'ith the 
United States. But these, he says, “ would not 
have influenced him to nominate a minister, if he 
had not received abundant assurances to the same 
effect, front regular diplomatic sources^ Of these 
he has published two letters from Mr. Talleyrand, 
French minister of foreign relations, which, Mr. 
Adams remarks, were communicated to Mr. Muri-a\, 
American minister in Holland, and by him to the 
Executive of the United States. One of these tw'o 
letters Mr. Adams sent to the Senate, with his 
nomination of Mr. Murray, the 18th of Februaiy, 
1799. Now in all his tedious details on the subject, 
spread over near a hini^red octavo pages, in which 
are exliibited marks enough of his resentment 
against his se<^retaries, (sentiments that appear to 
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have* suffered no diminution of force in the lapse of 
ten years) I have not found one solitary intimation 
that any disfiatches had been kept back. 

5. In the last place, I say, that in 1798, I was 
in fact consulted (I do not mean by Mr. Adams) 
on the question of declaring^ war against Prance; 
and I gave my opinion explicitly in the negative. 
Not that 1 now claim any merit for my opinion ; 
perhaps it was an erroneous one, which some may 
•censure. I relate the simple fact. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


LETTER VI. 


FELLOW CITIZENS, 

Mr. Ajiams having never assigned any specific 
reason for removing me from office, and the con¬ 
jectures hitherto formetl being insufficient to account 
for it, the question once more recurs—For what 
reason was 1 removed ?—The answer is not to be 
expected from Mr. Adams: I am myself constrained 
to give it. 

In the year 1800, Gen. Hamilton published “ a 
letter concerning the public conduct and character 
of John Adams, Esq. President of the United 
States,’* It had relation to the approaching 
election oi^ a President. Mr. Adams and Mr. 
‘Jefferson were the rival candidates. In that letter, 
Gen. Hamilton thus noticed the removal of Mr. 
M'^Henry, secretary of war, and of myself from 
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office: “It happened (said he) at a peculiar juncture, 
immediately after the unfavourable turn (unfavour¬ 
able to Mr. Adams) of the (state) election in New 
York, and had much the air of an explosion of 
tiombiistible materials which had been long pre¬ 
pared, but which had been key>l down by prudential 
calculations, respecting the effect of an explosion 
upon the friends of those ministers in the state of 
New-York. Perhaps, when it was suj>poscKl that 
nothing could be lost in this (juarter, and that some¬ 
thing might be gained elsewhere, />;/ an utoninff 
sacrifice ,of those ministers, especially Mr. Pickermfjj 
who had been for some time particularly odious to 
the opposition party, it was determined to proceed 
to extremities.” Compare this conjecture of Gen.* 
Hamilton with the following details. 

The excessive vanity, and inordinate ambition 
of jfelr. Adams are well knowm. He wished also to 
enjoy the emoluments as well as the honour of the 
Presidency, for at least another term of four years. 
But by this time he had made such a developement of 
his character, so inauspicious to a correct adminis¬ 
tration of the government, as to have excited dis¬ 
gust in many influential federalists. Hence Mr. 
Adams’s fears, that their support alone w'ould not 
secure his re-election. What course then should he 
propose to himself;* “ Flectere si nequeo Superos, 
Ackeronia moveho.'^ Some of the leaders of <le- 
mocracy were sounded. They were, or affected 
to be, willing to lend their aid, on conditions; —of 
which one was, that / should he removed from office. 
This was assented to; and I was removed, but not 
without some delay: which furnished at least a 
pretence to those leaders to disregard the agreement. 
Not that under existing circumstances they would 
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have favoured Mr. Adams’s election; he was the 
dupe of th^ir intrigues. By my removal they 
expected at once to detach frcnn Mr. Adams my 
particular federal friends, who both for number and 
respectability were not to be overlooked. And even 
in the event of Mr. Adams’s re-election by a federal 
majority, the resentments of the democi*ats would be 
gratified, if their future interests should not be 
materially promoted by my dismission. 

Such, fellow citizens, was the base, the corrupt 
motive, for my removal from office. Without 
recurring to other pi*oofs the sintple fact that lead¬ 
ing democrats knew, some time before the event, 
•that 1 was to be dismissed, while federaliste were 
ignorant of it, furnishes the strongest presumptive 
evidence of the above-mentioned intrigue and cause 
of my removal.—Another corroborative fact,'may 
be stated, that, but the week before, Mr. AdamrS 
told me, that he considei’ed the election of Mr. 
Jefferson to the Presidency as certain. To detach, 
therefore, some of his partizans, was essential to his 
own success. 

The first intimation I received of this intrigue, 
was from the person who gave me the followii^ 
certificate. Mr. Kimball had been a clerk in 
the department of state. After quitting the office, 
he went to Savannah, where be now resides. In 
1803 'being in Massachusetts, he came to see me, 
and gave me the infdrmatioii. On his way back to 
Savannah, in the autumn of ^at year* he found me 
at Washington* 'The fact he had stated to me 
occurring, I desired him to make out a certificate 
of it, and to show it to die gentleman from whom 
he received the mfbrmtdaon, iited in the 

distriet of Cotembia. For the present, 1 omit hi? 
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hame, contenting^ myself with saying*, that he is a 
gentleman respectable for his standing in society, 
and of unblemii^ed reputation. It will be seen, 
4oo, that Mr. Bowie, whose name will presently 
ajipear, confirms the statement in the certificate. 

Mr. KimhalTs Certificate. 

“ At a public table, McLaughlin’s tavern, in 

George town, July 1800, I heard- 

say, that some time in May preceding, he was pre¬ 
sent in a public room at Annapolis, when Mr. Smith, 
the present secretary of the navy, made the follow¬ 
ing declaration : That we, (meaning the democratic 
party) have been sent down (from Philadelphia) 
to know on what terms we would support Mr. 
Adams at the next presidential election. In our 
answer among other conditions, was the dismissal 
of Colonel Pickering from the office of secretary of 
state: but he has delayed it till he lost all hopes 
of his election by the strength of his own party; 
and now we do not thank him for it. 

“ I have shewn this statement to Mr. —, who 
says if it does not contain the precise words of Mr. 
Smith, that it is substantially correct. 

«< Mr. —— further says, that Mr. Smith said, 
in the same public manner, that he knew Colonel 
Picketing would be dismissed some time before it 
took place. HAZBN KIMBALL. 

City of WaMngtm, ^th Deer. 1803.” 

Having learnt that Thomas C. Bowie, Esq. of 
Prinae George’s county, Maryland, whom 1 did not 
personally know, but who was named to me as a 
gentleman of high respectability, who had retired 
from ^ bar,” had a very particular conversation 
with Robert Smith, (secretary of the navy in 1803, 
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and now secretary of state) on the subject stated in ^ 
the above certificate: I took the liberty in April, 
1810, of addressing a l^ter to him with a copy of 
the certificate. His answer is long, containing 
many observations not necessary to be introduced 
here. I will extract what has a special bearing on 
the case. 

Extracts of a letter dated April Wth, 1810, from 

Thomas C. Bonie, Esq. to Timothy Pickering. 

“ I assure you, sit, it will be a source of much 
gratification if any thing in my power can contribute, 
in the smallest degree, to the exposure of those gross 
and palpable delusions which have been so long 
imposed upon the American people, by the abettors 
of democracy, in regard to your public character.” 
Then noticing my official ’ publications relative to 
our rulers, and their management of the afiairs of 
the United States, Mr. Bowie says— “ In order to 
impair the effect and universal conviction which 
they had begun to operate in almost every section of 
the country, it was soon found necessary to make 
you the incessant theme of the most bitter invective 
and vulgar abuse.” It is impossible for you, sir, 
to have any adequate idea of the very ungenerous, 
and 1 may say wicked expedients resorted to by 
the democrats in relation to this subject.” 

1 certainly did hear Mr. Secretary Smith make 
the declaration contained in the certificate of Mr. 
Kimball. A few days before the account of your 
dismissal arrived at Annapolis, I repaired thither, 
attending the General Court, having just com¬ 
menced the practice of the law ; and having studied 
in Baltimore with Judge Chase and Mr. Martin 
1 was weU acquainted with Mr. Hubert Smith, 

r 2 
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■ tnd the B^timore Bar generally, with whom 1 
messed in No. at Wharfe’s Taivem, ailthough then 
a resident of Plinee George’s county. One morning, 
airhile in bed, Mr. Smith remarked, that in a few 
days, the federalists would receive from the seat of 
govemment, a piece of intelligence which would 
both surprise and alarm them. He would not im¬ 
part what it was, but requested me to Tiotice his pre¬ 
diction. When the mail brought the news of your 
dismissal, Mr. Smith told me it was that to which 
he alluded; and he supposed*! would admit he 
ihad some knowledge of cabinet secrets.*—I had 
understood, a short time previous, that Mr. Adams 
was negociating with the leading republican mem¬ 
bers of the House of Representatives, a coalition 
which went to secure his 2*5,000^ dollars (a year) at 
the ‘expence of What h*e himself had deemed the 
public good, but a little time before: That Gene¬ 
ral Smith and other leading democratic members, 
were on the eve of Mr. Adams’s expected re-election 
frequently dining and visiting at his house, and who 
before that time had never been in the habit of 
either.” 

1 have now, fellow citizens, unveiled a mystery 
of iniquity, of which, for near eleven years, very few 

• Mr. Secretary South mahes so conspicuous a figure in tliis 
affair, it may not be amiss to recite one other circumstance recol* 
lected by the gentleman referred to in Mr. Kimbairs certificate, 
viz. Mr. Smith having stated that the news looked for from i%i- 
hkdelphla, ** was very important, was wholly unexpected, and 
vrill greatly surprize your party j;**—What, says M^. Bowie, with 
surprize, are not you one of us ? Mr. Smith lulled, ** that is as 
it may be.** Thss reply seems to admit oi but one meaning, viz. 
riiat Mr. R. Smith's openly appearing as a democrat, or retaining 
thttf^b of federalism,^would depend on a political event— 

Jac)c or Tom turned up trumps. 
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have had any suspiciony and fewer still a knowledge 
of the fact8.«r-Wheii a man hasy at one period of his 
lifcy distinguished himself by his public services, it is 
distressing to find and exhibit him as capable of 
straying from the straight path of integrity and truth- 
for it tends to excite suspicions and jealousies to¬ 
wards the most upnght and indexibly just.-—This 
consideration and others before suggested, were sulfi* 
cicnt to restrain my pen; and no reasons merely 
personal, would, iii this public manner, have drawn 
the secret from me. 'But the apostacy of Mr. Adams, 
and his open support of men and measures, that were 
directly opposed to the system of administration 
which was formed during the Presidency of Wash¬ 
ington—which for some time Mr. Adams conti¬ 
nued to maintain—^but which, in the end he fatally 
contributed to subvert:—This new course of ^con¬ 
duct, in support of a new system of administration, 
which has overwhelmed our country with calamities 
before unknown—-has demanded the present and 
still further unfolding of his character. Bevenge has 
no share in it. If that passion had gained an entrance 
into my breast, it might long sine® have been grati¬ 
fied. In truth, my resentments were done away. 
His depravity excited abhoiTence, mingled with 
regret, and his baseness my contempt. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


P. S. My journey homeward, and some unavoid¬ 
able delays on the way, will cause a suspension 
of these addresses; but I shall resume the subject 
as soon as possible alter my return He Massa¬ 
chusetts. 
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LETTER VII. 

‘ PEIXOW CITIZENS, 

Some unexpected avocations have prevented so 
early a continuation of my addresses as I had con¬ 
templated. I now resume the consideration of the 
subjects which I proposed to discuss.—^In my second 
letter, in stating the most prominent, I glanced 
at the evils with which for sonle years our country 
has been afflicted; evils from which you have 
long been amused with" hopes of relief, but which 
remain unabated; or rather have become more ag¬ 
gravated.—Are they remediless? I trust not: for 
the remedy is in your own hands. But 1o apply 
it M^ith effect you must know their cause. To 
this also I have adverted; viewing those evils as 
originating chiefly in the unprincipled ambition of 
a few men, with Mr. Jefferson at their head. 
It is necessary that you should undeMand his cha¬ 
racter, in order rightly to estimate his public measures, 
into an approbation of which, a great portion of 
the citizens of the United States have been beguiled. 


Thomas Jefferson. 

When Mr. Jefferson entered on the Presidency 
of the United States, he found them by his own 
confession, “ in the full tide of successful experi¬ 
ment.” And you all know, that while the govern¬ 
ment was in his hands, this tide of national pros¬ 
perity abated; and towards the close of his Prcsi- 
dem*y, and in the two years which have followed 
under his successor (pursuing the same system) it 
has fallen to the lowest ebb. Such is the fact. 
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The principal cause will be found in Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son’s ill-jud^cd and deceitful policy; in which we - 
are to expect no voluntary change under Mr. Ma¬ 
dison, whose cordial'co-operation with his predecessor 
was a pledge, (Mr. Jefferson said) that he would 
persevere in the same system. 

I had contemplated giving a detail, in the order 
in which they took place of the principal acts, (so 
far as known to me) of Mr. Jefferson's public 
life; from which might be formed a just estimate 
of his merit; and irom which the sinister policy 
which has governed him would appear. I shall, 
however, not confiue myself to this course; but 
anticipate some facts and conclusions, as circum¬ 
stances may direct. 

Mr. Jefferson’s first claim to distinction seems 
to have been founded on*- the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence, ol which he is reputed to be the writer. 
So much applause, indeed, has been heaped upon 
him for his agency in that State Paper, that more 
merit could hardly have been ascribed to him, if, 
instead of writing a decloration on, he had been the 
author of the Independence of the United States. 
The history of that declaration will show how 
slender is his claim to distinction for that perform¬ 
ance. 

The Journals of Congress present to us the 
following facts:— 

On the 7th June, 1776, “ certain resolutions re¬ 
specting Independency” were moved. They were 
considered the next day; and again on Monday 
the 10th. The first resolution was in these words: 

That these United Colonies are, and of right 
ought to be, free and Independent States; that 
they are absolved from all allegiance to the British 
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Crown; and that all political connection. between 
them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought 
to be totally dissolved/^-^/The farther consideration 
of this resolution was postponed to the first dbty 
of July. But that no time might be lost, in case 
the Congress should then agree to the resolution, 
it was now resolved that a Committee should be 
appointed to prepare a jOeclaraiiim to the effect 
of that first resolution. And on the llth of June 
the appointment was made. The members chosen 
were Mr. Jkffjbrson, Mr. John Adams, Mr. 
Franklin, Mr. Sherman, and Mr. Robert R. 
fjiviNGTON. And Mr. Jefferson being the first 
on the list of the committee, was of course the 
chairman,—A particular policy governed the choice, 
in the early period of our revolution, it was deemed 
expe4ient, in very important questions, that Virginia 
should take the lead. . Virginia was then the lai’gest 
and most populous of the colonies. Perhaps, too, 
it was expected that her going before would power¬ 
fully infiuence iier neighl>ours to follow in her track. 
There might be other reasons. Such however, was 
the. fact; as I was once assured by the late Mr. 
Samuel Adams (then a member from Massachusetts) 
with a significance of countenance, in making the 
remark, which distinguished that wily politician. It 
was then, in pursuance of this policy, when the 
minds of the members of Congress, generally, were, 
by the actual state of things, and some previous 
proceedings, prepared for the Independence of the 
Colonies, that Richard Henry Lee, of Vitginia, 
moved, “the resolutions respecting Independency 
and by the like concart (as I have underwood) 
John Adams, of Massachusetts, seconded them. 
Mr. Lee wonld, almost of course, have beaa the 
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chairman of the committee, had not the dangerous 
sickness of some of his family called him home. ^ 
In his absence, the choice fell on his codeague, 
Mr. Jefferson. 

It may seem too obvious to remark, that, as in 
ordinary cases, so especially on this g^eat question, the 
committee met, conferred, and freely communicated 
their ideas; some of them (as 1 have been informed) 
putting their thoughts on paper. Thus furnished 
with the ideas and views of the members of the 
committee, Mr. Jefjb’EBJson was charged with pre¬ 
paring a draught of the declaration. And on the 
28th of June, the committee reported a draught to 
Congress. On the 1st July, it was taken into 
Consideration, in comiection with the resolution above 
recited. July 2d the resolution was agreed to, and 
the declaration fstrther considered. On the^ 3d, 
Congress continued the consideration of the decla¬ 
ration, and on the 4th of July, agreed to a Oecia- 
KATioN OF Injjefenoence; —after striking out 
about one third of the whole, as draughted by Mr. 
Jefferson, and making various amendments, and 
among others, introducing, with a solemnity demanded 
by the occasion, their appeal to the Supreme Judge 
of the world for the rectitude of their intentions," 
and their ** firm reliance on the protection of 
Divine Pi*ovidence." 

1 have called the declaration reported by the 
committee, ** Mr. J£FF£RSON*s draught," because 
1 have not learned that any material alterations 
were made in the committee; and because he so 
sensibly manifested his disappointment and chagrin 
at the great alterations made in Congress. In a 
letter dated July 8, 1776, to an absent delegate, 
Mr. Jefferson says— " I enclose a copy of the 
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Declaration of Indepent^noe as agreed to in the 
House, (Congress) and also as originally framed. 
You will judge whether it is heiter or worse for 
the critics '^—This letter, and the copy of the de¬ 
claration as ** originally framed/* inclosed therein, 
both in ‘the hand writing of Mr. Jefferson, 1 
have seen and copied. 

Seeing such great alterations in the original 
draught were thought necessary by Congress, some 
may ask, how it happened that so respectable a 
committee should agree to report it?—-My answer 
must be cmijectural; that the other members of 
the committee perceiving the chairman's fondness 
for his draught, consented to have it reported; 
relying on the necessary amendments in Congi’ess; 
and perhaps intending to suggest to some of their 
friends to move for such as they deemed expedient. 
Be this, however, as^ it may, the large alterations 
and amendments above mentioned were actually 
made. In fact, the materials of which a Declara- 
ration of Independence might be composed, were 
sp abundant, the talent most rciquisite in the com- 
piler, would he that of just discrimination, a correct 
judgment, to reject minor considerations, ‘and avoid 
drawing out to too great a length such as were 
important; in order to present to the world, with 
dignity and force, that great national act. And 
when we recollect the number of men eminently 
distinguished for talents, who were then members 
of Congress, and know that so large a portion of 
Mr. Jefferson's draught was lopped ofT, expunged, 
altered and amended—the conclusion is, that the 
draught was sufficientlymarked with imperfectimis.— 
But in the parts retained, what new ideas are to 
be found? The natural and social rights of man 
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displayed by eminent Sng^lish authors, with whose 
writings the leading- men of the day were conver- 
sant, and the rights of the Colonists as English¬ 
men—(and to maintain the latter, violated by tl\e 
Government of the Parent State, was the sole cause 
and object of the revolution)—all these rights, I 
say, and their infringements, had been, for years, 
the subjects of conversation, of discussion in news¬ 
papers and pamphlets, and pre-eminently in the 
General Congi-esses of 1774 and 1775; as is ma¬ 
nifested in their various resolutions, declarations, 
and eloquent letters and addresses. So that (as 
above suggested} the chief task of the compiler 
of the Declaration of Independence, would consist 
in making from these ample materials, a judicious 
and dignthed selection. 

The celebrated Mr. LoCke had long before taught 
his countrymen, in England *and her Colonies, what 
wore their nghts as men, and as subjects: that every 
just government was founded on the consent of 
the governed: that when the latter, instead of pro¬ 
tection in their rights, experienced oppression from 
their government, they had a right to resist, to 
change its form, and introduce a new one. And 
to the'Ejection, that this principle would produce 
mischief, as often as a turhident spirit should desire 
the alteration of the government—Mr. Locke an¬ 
swers—’Till the mischief be g^wn general, and 
the ill designs of the rulers become visible, or 
their attempts sensible to the greater part—the people, 
vvho are jnost disposed to suffer than right them¬ 
selves by resistance, are not apt to stir.”—And Mr. 
Jefferson, in the declaration of independence, 
copying Mr. Locke's principles and ideas, says, 
in the like case, that ** prudence, indeed, will die- 
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tate that governments long’ established, should not 
'be changed for light and transient causes: and ac¬ 
cordingly, all experience has shewn, that mankind 
are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufler- 
a!>le, than to right themselves by abolishing the 
forms to which they are accustomed.” 

Mr. Jefferson has never forgotten this idea, of 
the patient endurance with which a ‘nation will 
submit to oppression, even from a government not 
“ long established;” or he would not have ventured 
on the daring experiment tof am unlimited embargo, 
and other similar oppressive and ruinous measures. 
But he had also learned with what facility a nation 
might be deceived —And so conformable was Mr. 
Jefferson’s practice to this idea, it was mani¬ 
fested in so many of his acts, that Deception mvLy 
be considered as the operative' principle of his 
administration. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


LETTER VIII. 

FALLOW CITIZENS, 

In the political concerns of a nation, excessive 
admiration of any man leads to dangerous errors: 
and if that man be not inflexibly just, and beyond 
the reach of flattery; if, on the contrary, he has but 
the semblance of virtue, and puts on the garb of 
patriotism to conceal his ambition; such admira¬ 
tion will produce .serious mischiefs. 

Whoever reads the history of the Israelites, wfll 
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be forcibly struck with their proneness to idolatry,^ 
even after 4heir repeated experience of national 
calamities inflicted by Heaven fear that sin. But 
idolatry is not uncommon among' other nations and 
people. The difference is, that the former wor¬ 
shipped dead idols, the latter living ones.—^Mr. 
Jefferson has been the idol of his party; and 
much incense has been offered to him for virtues 
he did not possess, and for talents more plausible 
than solid. His zealous partisans have considered 
the Declaration of Independence as a work of as¬ 
tonishing excellence, a matchless performance, and 
all its merits as exclusively his own. The history 
. .of that Declaration, in my last address, showed what 
share he had in it, and the extent of his deservin^s 
for that co»Wjoi7flr<*QW.-—Many, too, have thought his 
Notes on the State of Virqmia, to be a work of 
great merit, which they have applauded, in the same 
breath, with the .Detdaration of Independence. In 
a word, he has been considered as a profound states¬ 
man, a great philosopher, and eminent in science 
and literature.—It is not within the scope of these 
addresses, if it were within my competency, to cri¬ 
ticise the writings in which Mr. Jefferson has 
attempted to display his philosophy, his science, or 
his learning. I know, however, that men of ac- 
jinowledged distinction in all measure his preten¬ 
sions, in these respects, by a moderate scale. 

Mr. Jefferson’s Notes on Virffinia, the single 
work in which he has appeared as an author,^ 
however marked with ** imperfections,” as be him- 
- self suggests—and abound^g m errors, as others 
say—are, as they relate to the present investigation, 
most remarkable for containing some correct state¬ 
ments and doctrines^ to which, nevertheless, he ap- 
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^ plies doubting* remarks; or to which his subsequent 
official opinions and conduct are in direct opposition. 
Hereafter I may bring most of them into view. 
Jit this time I shall notice only one instance—^that 
relating to commerce. 

Great pains have been taken to make the people 
of the United States, believe that Mr. Jeffekson 
was a real friend to commerce. And to give cur¬ 
rency to this unfounded opinion, he has himself 
let slip no occasion to clamour for the freedom of 
the seasf and the rights of the 6cean ; and the more 
because that clamour could be pointed against Great 
Britain, For on the seas she has unlimited com¬ 
mand; and because she possesses the power to op¬ 
press, he would have it inferred that Britain alone 
interdicts, or causes the interdiction of that freedom, 
and the violation of those rights. 

In his Notes, under Query xxii, he says—“ Our 
interest will be to throw open the doors of com¬ 
merce, and to knock off all its shackles; giving 
perfect freedom to all persons for the vent of what¬ 
ever they may choose to bring into our ports, and 
asking the same in theirs.”—^What sentiments could 
be more liberal? They only happen to be impracti¬ 
cable. But, in the same page, we find the nature 
and extent of this perfect freedom of commerce— 
that it should be active atid uncontroukd as to 
foreigners, and limited and absolutely passive on 
the part of the citizens of the United States. 

After remarking, that if instead of going to war, 
nations would expend their revenues i*i making 
roads, opening canals, building ports, and effecting 
other internal improvements, " it would render them 
much stronger,” (if there were to be no wars, of 
what lise would be national strength ?) “ much weal- 
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thier and happier^'*;—Mr. Jefferson adds; " This 
1 hope will • be our wisdom. And, perhaps, to re¬ 
move as much as possible the occasions of making 
war, it might be better for us to abandon the oceauf, 
altogether^ that being the element whereon we shall 
be principally exposed to jostle with other nations: 
to have to others to bring what we shall want, 
and to carry what we can spare. This would make 
us invulnerable to , EuropCy by oflfering none of our 
property to their prize, and would turn all our 
citizens to the cultiifation of the earth **—" It might 
be time enough to seek employment for them at sea, 
when the land no longer offers it,** 

.. In this passage we see the bias of Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son’s mind: and though introduced with apparent 
modesty (by a perhaps”) it undoubtedly expresses 
the real sentiments of his heart. And here* cer¬ 
tain of his devoted follower^ took their lesson of 
hostility to the actiie commerce of our citizens. In 

* Mr. Jefferson might have added another remark—>That if 
all men were honest, benevolent, and true, we should hear of 
no injustice, no unkindness, no deception. And then what a 
delightful wurld would this be to live In! Eveiy reader will 
perceive that all such remarks are idle; and when gravely pro¬ 
nounced by a ** philosopher,** quite ridiculous. Such deep ob¬ 
servations are not unfrequent in Mr. Jef^rson's writings. But 
they are not without an object; being calculated to impress the 
minds of his readers with the belief, that he possessed a feeling 
heart, alive to every human woe. He knew that benevolence 
had a charm to conciliate good wUl and attachment. With 
great authority, tliese questions once were asked; “ Whence 
come wars and fightings t Come they not even of your lusts i** 

. The lust for power, for dominion, and for all the objects of 
avarice and ambition?—Has Mr. Jeffersbh, since he came on 
the public stage, witnessed any abatement of these dangerous 
nud mischievous passions } Has he learned to rej^esa his own? 
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this early opinion of Mr. Jefferson wc discover 
one ground of the Terrapin policy (as it has been 
familiarly called) which, when he found a pretence, 
he so eagerly adopted] the magnanimous policy 
of retiring from the ocean, like the turtle within 
its shell, lest some rude creature should strike at 
our heads or tread upon our toes. It is the policy 
which still governs and will continue to govern 
in the United States, so long as the great mass of 
the people shall remain under the fatal deception, 
that the men who had administered their govern¬ 
ment for the last ten years, arc exclusively wise, 
honest and patriotic.—But such extreme credulity, 
such easy confidence, such ready submission, has 
surpassed the ideas Mr. Jefferson entertained at 
the time when he Wrote his Notes on Virginia, 
He did not then conceive it possible that the same 
people who had commenced their opposition to the 
government of the Parent State, more to resist a 
dangerous principle than evils actually inflicted, 
would patiently submit, not merely to the violation 
of principle, but to positive oppression. One of the 
complaints against the King of Great Britain, and 
one of the grounds of the Declaration of Indepen¬ 
dence, was, his giving assent to an act for cut¬ 
ting off our trade with all parts of the world.” 
But Mr. Jefferson not only assented to but was 
the father of such an act—the Embargo, imposed 
by his recommendation and influence, unlimited in 
its form> and calculated to endure until the foreign 
commerce of the United States would* be annihi¬ 
lated. It was in fact continued as long as his 
saccesaor thought your patience would endure it. 
To this ruiaous measure Mr. Jefferson was so 
wedded (his special motives may hereafter be un- 
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folded—) that in July, 1808,when t]he evils of the 
Embarg’o had become apparent to every eye not* 
blinded by prejudice or deceit; and it was observed 
to him, that the injuries to the United States 
would be greater than those of any other g-overnment” 
—he answered—“ They were mistaken in their cal¬ 
culation; and that he would rather see America 
suvh, than make any alterations in what had been 
done by this yuverrimcnt, until Great Britain would 
repeal her Orders in Council'* If those orders had 
been the cause of the Embargo, there would have 
been some colour for its continuance until they 
sliould be repealed: but I have formally shown, on 
tlie floor of the Senate, and in the course of these 
* addresses I will more fully show, that Mr. Jef¬ 
ferson’s Embargo was imposed without any rela¬ 
tion to the orders in council, whose existence even 
was not known to him when he recommended that 
measure. The above recited declaration of Mr. 
Jefferson, that he would rather see America 
sunk than change his system, was repeated to Mr. 
Hillhouse and me by a gentleman of reputation, 
to ns, well knowm, who was present at the conver¬ 
sation, and on the same day noted dowui those ex¬ 
traordinary words. 

In ray next number the subject of commerce 
will be continued. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


T> 
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LETTER IX. 


* FELLOW CITIZENS, 

In my last address, I remarked, that Mr. Jef¬ 
ferson, when he wrote his Notes on Virginia, did 
not imagine the people’s faith and patience would 
carry them so far as to sacrifice to the will of 
their rulers such obvious and important interests 
as their commerce and navigation, and continue 
their admiration of their destroyers. Nobody, in¬ 
deed, could have believed it possible. The fact 
alone could render it credible. 

After manifesting his own opinion, that it would 
be our wisdom ** to abandon the ocean altogether 
Mr. ^(^iferson adds, ** But the actual habits of our 
countrymen attach them to commerce. Tliey 
WILL exercise it for themselves.” Yet at the close 
of the year 1807, he had acquired the confidence 
of the mass of the nation to such a degree that 
he ventured on the experiment ** of abandoning 
the ocean,” under the disguise of an embargo ; 
a name familiar for a temporary suspension of com¬ 
mercial navigation, for some d^nite and temporary 
cause and object. But the act imposing the Em¬ 
bargo was without limitation, and without an ade¬ 
quate cause or object. The reasons he assigned 
to Congress were so flimsy, the documents he 
communicated so insufficient, that if the eflect of 
overweening confidence, and the force of party 
were not known, it would seem impossible that 
Congress should have sanctioned the measure. As 
the peo}ile, however, suffering the loss of trade, 
might be less tractable than Congress, it was 
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deemed necessary to wrap up the project in mys¬ 
tery. Hence it was, that .part of the docunient& 
were withdrawn and returned to Mr. Jefterson, 
as he had requested; and kept secret until the 
country was completely saddled with the Embargo, 
and in effect to this day. For though at length 
they were again communicated and published, yet 
it was with a mass of other papers, and without 
any indication that they had been originally 
offered (what no one not in the secret would 
suspect) as part -of the grounds for the Emliargo. 
These two papers I shall publish, when I come 
to investigate the real motives of Mr. Jefferson in 
recomniending that measure. 

Mr, Jefferson, having stated that the habits of^ 
the people of the United States Attach them to 
commerce, and ihey will exercise it for themselves, 
draws this inference—“ War, then must some¬ 
times be our lot.”—This led him to broach his 
opinion on the most suitable preparations for war. 
And he says that whether we provide for offence 
or defence, “the sea is the field on which w^e 
should meet an European enemy. On that element 
it is necessary we should possess some power.” 
He then offers his reasons why a small naval 
force is sufficient for us ; and adds, that “ a small 
one is necessary.” The result of his calculations 
of one year’s possible exertions, in raising money 
to form a navy, would be eighteen ships of the 
line, and twelve fiigates; but without deciding 
whether ^more or less than a year’s exertion,should 
be so applied. 

Here we see Mr. Jefferson’s deliberate opinion 
of the place where the United States ought to 
meet a European enemy, and of the fittest instru* 

D 2 
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infents of warfare, whether for offence or defence. 
Now mark his practice, when he had reached 
the summit of power in the Union. Instead of 
effective ships of the line and frigates, capable of 
“ meeting a European enemy on the sea,” he re¬ 
commends the building of squadrons of gun-boats 
only; which could not meet a European or any 
other enemy on the'sea. Yes, he expressly states, 
“that this species of naval armament is proposed 
merely for defensive operation; that it can have but 
little effect towards protecting 6ur coiiunerce in 
the open sea, even on our own coast; and still less 
can it become an excitement to eng’age in offensive 
maritime war, towards which it would funiish no 
• means.” 

Thus the gun-boat system perfectly coincides 
with 'Mr. Jefferson’s notion of “ abandoning the 
ocean altogether”—of renouncing all commerce (or 
at least all commercial navigation:) for gun-boats, 
he says, “ can have but little effect towards pro¬ 
tecting it in the open sea, even on our coast.” Bui 
he subjoins one consolation, that gun-boats will not 
tempt us to engage in offensive maritime war. Tliis 
reason is of the same kind with that offered to 
Congress, in his first message (Dec, 8, 1801) for 
desiring an empty treasury: for a full treasury, re¬ 
venues accumulated^ might offer temptations to make 
war. This he suggested as a motive for the repeal 
(which he had just proposed) of all the internal 
taxes. For vi^hen a person has a fevourite project 
in view, he seizes eagerly on every circumstance 
which may promote, justify or excuse its execution. 
That anticipated repeal of the taxes had been di¬ 
ligently used as a means of gaining popularity; 
and Mr. Jefferson was deWrmined to secure what 
he had gained. 
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This policy of Mr. Jefferson of guarding against 
au abundant treasury, operated to a charm. His 
inisrhie\'ous measures left the treasury empty; and 
worse than empty: for in the first year of Mr. 
Madison’s presidency, it was found necessary to 
provide by law for the borrowing of some i^illions 
of dollars to defray “the public expences;” and 
ill the next for borrowing soirie millions more! 

But although in politick questions, affecting the 
general views and interests of the party, Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son was sure of support; yet in other cases he ex¬ 
perienced occasional opposition. Some of his pro¬ 
jects were too preposterous, or impracticable, to be 
maintained by his friend.—^And although he sue- 
ceded in getting his gun-boats built; yet as soon as • 
he ceased to be •jH’csident, they went out of fashion. 
It was discovered that this favorite scheme for ge¬ 
neral defence was defective and contemptible, if 
not impracticable. And in tife first session of 
Congress under his predecessor, (June, 1809) a 
committee of the "Senate reported a bill for selling 
the gunboats, with the reservation of a small num¬ 
ber for particular situations. If the bill had become 
a law, and they had been sold, it is possible they 
might have fetched a tenth part of what they had 
cost the United States, in the last years of Mr. 
Jefferson’s presidency. In this gun-boat project we 
see one display of that gentleman’s wisdom and 
Economy*. But the bill miscarried; and the c‘ause 

* In tlig Senate, on a question for putting some of tbe 
frigases in commission for service, Gen. Smith advocated the 
measure, partly on this ground, Thai seamen toould not inlist 
to serve in the gun-boats: but when inlisted for the frigate 
the might be tran^rred from them to the gun-boats P* On this 
kidnapping idea sea>faring men will be the best commentators. 
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5f its failure seemed to be this. As soon as it was 
known abroad that the gun-boat system was no longer 
faA'oured by the adi][imistration—if it was not even 
a subject of derision with one or more of its members,' 
as well as in Congress;—and that a committee of 
the S'jnaie had reported a bill for selling “ this 
species of naval armament—the editors of news- 

‘ V 

papers renewed their* attack upon them with up¬ 
braiding ridicule. The pride of the government 
was touched; perhaps Mr. JefFer^n had interfered; 
or some of his friends for him to save his feelings. 
Be this as it may, the bill was postponed; and the gun¬ 
boats remain unsold; although excepting twenty-four 
at New Orleans, they were absolutely useless, were 
rapidly decaying, and were soon to become of no 
value.,For the Secretary of the Navy reported (and 
the report was laid before the Senate with the 
bill to authorize ^he sale) that ** if a gun-boat is 
suffered to lie in port for one year without giving 
her any kind of repair, she will probably be found 
at the end of that year wholly unworthy of being 
repaired.”—I take it for granted, that (with the 
exception of the few at New Orleans) the gun¬ 
boats were not repaired within that year, nor since ; 
and of consequence that they are now worthless. 

In the same report, the Secretary of the Navy 
gave his ** Estimate of the annual expense of taking 
care of the gun-boats laid up” (and all but those 
at New Orleans were laid up) amounting to fifty- 
four thousand seven hundred and nine dollars: ex¬ 
cluding ten thousand dollars from the estimate for 
annual repairs: because I presume no repairs of 
those “ laid up” have been made.—Thus have one 
million and some hundred thousands of dollars been 
sacrificed to Mr. Jefferson’s views and whims. And 
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even the little saving which might have been made 
two years ago, has been prevented by a tenderness 
for his reputation, or the pride of those who co¬ 
operated with him in the original project. 

But there is more Economy in this business 
yet to be displayed. In another report, made three 
days after the former, the Secretary of the Navy 
states the comparative expeneps of building gun¬ 
boats and frigates: by whi<^ it appears, that the 
former would cost gun for gun, more than twice 
as much as the latter.—^For instance, that a frigate 
mounting 50 guns (4^ pound carronades and 24 
pound long cannon) would cost 221,000 dollars; 
^ and 19 gun boats carrying each two guns, 228,000 
dollars; and that the building of 25 gun-boats, 
carrying each one gun, would cost 22,500 dollars; 
That to fight 56 guns on board of 28 gumboats, 
would re<piirc 1215 men:* and to fight 56 guns 
in 56 gun-boats would require 2520 men : and 
that these 2520 men on board frigates, each mount- 
ing 5(5 guns, and each requiring 420 men, can fight 
636 guns consisting of 42 pound carronades and 
24 pound long cannon—[that is, the 2520 men 
would man and fight six frigates of 56 guns 
each.] He concludes his comparison with this 
farther statement; “ that the difiereiice between 
the annual expense of fighting fifty-six gams on 
board a frigate, and 28 gun-boats carrying 56 guns 
(two to each boat) is 206,550 dollars, and that the 
difference in the animal expence of fighting 56 guns 
on boan^ a frigate, and 56 g^n-boats carrying each 
one gun, is 535,200 dollars. That is above half a 
million of dollars wore, for 56 gun-boats carrying 
each one gun kept in service one year, than it would 
to maintain a frigate for the same time, carrying 
the same number of guns!—Who now will pall 
in question the wisdom and Econojmv of Mr, 
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Jefferson’s plans?—*Bnt the gnn-boats mighty “if 
properly stationed,” that is, in the smooth water 
of land-locked harbours, afford some aid in defending* 
sur^ih ports; they could not protect our commerce 
in the open sea, even on our own coast: ships of 
tlie line and frigates could do both: and gnn-hoals 
had the preference ! * 

* There is one fact connected with the gun-boat business which 
is little known; and as it was intended to form a part of' that system 
of defence, it may not be uninteresting. 

There is, near the entrance of the Chesapeake Bay, a space of 
some miles in extent called the Middle Ground, wliere the water 
is of sufficient depth for gun-boats, but too shallow for ships of war. 
Mr. .Jefferson’s ])roject w^as to form, ou some part of this shoal an 
Asylum for his favorite “species of naval armament.” This 
w'as to be accomplished by encompassing a part of the shoal 
with mounds of rocks, to be transported and throw n in until 
their jiJgcs should rise fairly above water. On these ridges 
(I do not know whether in the form of a square or a circle) 
were to be raised walls of masonry, I think twelve feet high, 
and of a thickness (I suppose) sufficient to resist the battering 
of camion, as well as of the sea. By an opening left in one 
of the sides, the gun boats were to enter. And this opening 
was to be guarded by so running the two parts of this side, 
that they might over-lap, leaving a space between for tho 
gun-boats to pass in and out.—With this most ingenious project, 
Mr, Jefferson was so delighted, that, ctnbracing in his glowing 
imagination the time of its execution, he exclaimed with 
transport,—“Then let a British ship of war show her nose 
if she dare!” 

It may occur to some to ask, why' this Wet Dock (as well 
as the Dry Dock) was -not proposed to Congiess. Un¬ 

fortunately—or fortunately—Mr. Jefferson happened to meet 
with a man of common sense* and experience—a practical 
losopher—to whom the scheme was communicated.,, This gen¬ 
tleman, in the first place, endeavoured (though in vain) to 
^^imtvince Mr. Jefferson that the proposed foundation of this 
"lniiaD would not resist the rolling of the Atlantic waves. But 
i^en he told him that the sand of the Middle Ground occa¬ 
sionally shifted; and that if his mounds of rocks resisted the 
forfce of the sea, they would cause an island to be fwmed; and 
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This plan of guii-boats instead of ships of the 
line and frigertes, is perfectly consistent with, and 
a confirmation of the opinion extensively entertained 
—That Mr. Jefferson and his chief supporters are* 
not friendsf if they are not enemies to the foreign 
commerce of the United ^ates, as connected with 
their navigation; and that they are alike enemies 
to an efficient navy. Of these things I an sen¬ 
sible that many of my felloW citizens will need 
no new evidence. For the information of others— 
inste ad of more details, at this time—1 subjoin 
the open avowal of a distinguished member of 
Congress from Virginia, during the last session. 
It iurnishes the key to open to us the plan of 
the administration, and prime or confidential sup¬ 
porters; and will aid us in accounting foi* their 
i’ondurt in relation to foreign powers, to France 
in particular. 

As Mr. Eppes (Mr. Jefferson^s-sou-in-law) in 
the last session of Congress, said of the Bank of 
the Unitcnl States, that its fate was to be decided 
on parly principles; so his colleague spoke of 
onr government itself;—That “it was a govern¬ 
ment of ])urty: that they were obliged to have 
recourse to such measures as would enable them 
to retain their places: that they never would go 
to war for the rights of^ the ocean: commerce never 
would be protected by force; not even if there was 
a blockading fleet at the mouth of each of our 

that the ent«y\ce into his dock (or pound) would be choked 
.up—Mr. Jefferson gave way; and the project was abandoned. 

The first intimation of this project was given to me by a 
friend of Mr. Jefferson, who heard him utter the stout defiance 
to the British navy g smd the d^ails of it by a genfleman with 
whom Mr. Jefferson conferred on the subject, and who made 
the objections above stated. 
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harbours: And Government [the party now in power 
and administering the Government] never would 
risk a war until our resources were sufficient to 
/lefray the expenses without creating burthens to 
make them unpopular,*' 

This avowal was made to another member of 
Congress, who at my request, while the declaration 
was fresh in his memory, committed it to writing. 
—\ have not now room for comments upon it— 
besides it speaks a language too plain to require 
any. * 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


LETTER X. 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

1 CLOSED niy last address with the plain avowal, 
by a distinguished member of Congress from 
Virginia, during the last session, of the real policy 
of our government in the management of the 
affiiirs of the nation. I present it again at the 
head of this address; for it well deserves a second 
reading. It is a text on which many interesting 
comments may be made—He said, « That our 
government was a government of party : that they 
were obliged to have recourse to such measures 
as would enable them to retain their places : that 
/they never would go to war for the rights of the 
ocean: commerce never would be protected by 
force j not even if there was a blockading fleet 
at the mouth of each of our harbours i And Go- 
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vernment (meaning the party now in power and 
administering the Government) never would risk a 
war until our resources were sufficient to de¬ 
fray tlie expenses, without creating burthens to 
render them unpt^mlar'^ 

In my first address, I said you had suffered 
many wrongs (during the administrations of Mr. 
Jefferson and Mr. Madison) ** not for gour ulti¬ 
mate advantage, but that your leadeks, pre¬ 
tended PATRIOTS, inight obtain and hold power 
mid place and the emoluments of office.'^ In the 
above voluntary confession of the Virginian delegate 
you have direct evidence of the fact.—That such was 
thfe governing principle of the men now in powder, 
has long been manifest to a large portion of my 
fellow citizens: but the majority, deceived by 
plausible professions of zeal for the public d'el- 
fare, have placed their entire confidence in these 
men; until at length, presuming the deception 
complete, they have the boldness to avow their 
plan of governing, and their motives. 

I pray every citizen, and especially every merchant, 
every ship builder and other mechanic, whose 
business is connected with navigation and com¬ 
merce, together with all sea-faring men, seriously 
to consider this declaration of the plan and the 
motives on which the government is administered. 
In them they will see their miserable doom; and 
the cause of the degraded and suffering condition 
of our country. Our rulers have not takeu, nor 
will take, 'the measures necessary to save the 
country; lest the means, to which recourse must 
be had to carry those measures into execution, 
should render them unpopular! And thus the in¬ 
terests and employments of multitudes who live 
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commerce and iiavig'ation, are to continue to 
be sacrificed to the selfish views of that small 
band of men who have gotten into their hands the reins 
of government; and the great interests and the honoui' 
of th^ NATION must be slighted or abandoned, lest 
these patriots should lose their places! like span¬ 
iels they submit to be spurned and kicked by the 
Prench Emperor, who telb them they are “with¬ 
out jCist political views, without honor, without 
energy 1” And after a series of such insults, which 
no nation not at open war ever before offered to 
another; and after piracies and robberies (iimh^r 
the names of captures and sequestrations) imuu*ns(^ 
in number and value, the Emperor nuds one in¬ 
sult keener and more bitter thtfn all the rest: 
that “ his majesty loves the Americans 1” 

If, fellow citizens, any one of you had associa¬ 
ted with a man who had called himself your friend 
—whom you had taken infinite pains to benefit 
and to please—should rob you on the highway, 
pick your pocket, spit in your face, call you a 
blockhead, without honour and without spirit; and 
after all should look you in the face, and say “ he 
loved you I” I do not ask what you would think ; 
but what would be your feeling? Would you 
not hurl defiance at the aggi’essor, and avenge 
your wrongs?—The individual case supposed is 
but an imperfect representation of the insults and 
injuries received by our government and citizens 
from the Emperor of Prance. And yet our 
rulers, to whom the people have cbnfided their 
interests, and to whom they look for direction— 
far from resenting, and demanding satisfaction— 
dare not even express the ordinary feelings of 
men at these unexampled outrages!—If sometimes 
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a faint murmur of complaint escapes, and they 
direct their minister at Paris to say, that the 
“ public” feeling have been excited by the lan¬ 
guage and conduct of the French government 
towards the United States, yet it is with extreme 
caution, lest his imperial majesty should be of¬ 
fended. For the direct meditated insult in the letter 
of the French minister Champagny, of January 15, 
1808,* our government, instead of demanding re- 
paration, sought only for' an exph^atwn. And lest 
language too bold for ’the tender and delicate sus¬ 
ceptibility of Mr. Jelferson and Mr. Madison, in rela- 
fion to France should be used by the American 
minister, Gen. Annstrong —he is instructed, in 
presenting the President’s gentle complaint, “ to take 
care whilst he should^ make the French government 
sensible of the offensive tone employed, [in Cham- 
pugny’s letter] to leave the W£ty open for friendly 
and respectful explanations, if there should be a 

* In Mr. Madison's own statement of this insult [[letter to 
Gen. Armstrong, May 2, 1808] he says—-** it presented to the 
United States the alternative ofjiending to t^e views of France 
against her enemy, or of incurring a confiscation of all the 
property of their citizens carried into the, French prize courts; 
and implied that they [[tiie United States^ were susceptible of im¬ 
pressions by which no independant and honourable nation can 
be guided.*' And Great^Britain in retaliation for Napoleon's 
Berlin decree of November, 1806, having issued the Orders 
in Council of November, 1807, the French Emperor undertakes 
to say “that war exists between the United States and En¬ 
gland"—“ and his majesty considers it as declared from the day 
on which England published her decrees.'* Thus to “ prejuc^ 
, and pronounce for the United States the effect which the con¬ 
duct of another nation ought to have bn their councils and 
course of proceeding (Mr. Madison, widi all becoming mean* 
ness ventures to say) had the air at least of assumed audio- 
. rity, not less irritating to the public feelings.” 
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disposition to offer theta!” Gen, Armstrong scru¬ 
pulously obeyed his instnietions. In his letter to 
the French Minister he says—*' His excellency 
will be persuaded that the President, in directing 
this representation, had no object in view beyond 
Ikoi^qf seekiny an easplanaimu which cannot but 
tend to promote the haripony of the two powers.” 
But no explanation was ^ven. The words were 
too plain to need it. The insult was intended.— 
The French Emperor had long before ascertained 
the characters of the men to whom the insult w^as 
specially addressed j and he disdained to answer 
such miserable suppliants. He had long consi¬ 
dered, and at length openly pronounced them to 
be, ‘* witliout just political views, without honour, 
without energy.” And what independent Ameri¬ 
cas!, taking a correct view of the conduct of the 
administrations of Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison, 
especially for the last four yeai's—but stung with 
equal shame and regret for his fallen country, 
humbled and debased by their system of govern¬ 
ment—can avoid admitting the reproach of the 
Emperor, horribly insulting as it is, to be just? 

From this picture of our degraded country, I 
turn to take a glance at its features at a former 
memorable period. 

Had the United States not known France until 
within the last four years; if the perfidy, rapacity, 
and injustice of her government had not been 
experienced; a long forbearance on the part of 
Mr, Jefferson and Mr. Madison might have been 
excusable. But on this head those gentlemen hod 
nothing to learn. They both perfectly understood 
the character of the French government. From 
the issuing of the Berlin and Milan decrees to this 
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day, the conduct of the French Emperor (to say 
nothing of h}s atrocities committed all over conti¬ 
nental Europe) has been a repetition, but widi^ ag¬ 
gravations, of the outmges of the Direet^,. 
when Prance called herself a ri^ublic. The open 
violation of her soletnn treaties with the United 
States 4ias been the same; and the same her con¬ 
tempt for the law of ^tions. The principles of 
robbers and pirates and tyrants have directed 
the measures of the government as welj of repub¬ 
lican as of imperial France. 

Under the preceding administrations of the A- 
merican government, while France appeared under 
the form of a republic, the state of things called 
for a patient endurance of many wrongs. The 
proceedings of her government were so extraordi¬ 
nary as to induce an opinion that they must have 
arisen from strange prejudices, misinformation, or 
misrepresentation, relative to the conduct of the 
government of the United States. A hope there¬ 
fore was entertained, that when the truth of facts 
should be fairly and fully exhibited to the French 
government, it would be satisfied ; and regulate its 
measures towards the United States, by the stipu¬ 
lations of treaties, the rules of public law, and 
the duties of friendship, which, on the part of the 
United States, was sincere and cordial to Pi’ance. 
—The Presidents Washington and Adams sent one 
embassy after another, to the French governnent, 
to explain every act of the Aui^rican government 
of which that of France complained—to give and 
to ask reparation for injuries, which could be sup¬ 
ported by proof—and earnestly to seek a reconci¬ 
liation. But all these attempts of the American 
government to settle every point of difference by 
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negociatian^ were fruitless. Our ministers were re¬ 
jected, rudely and ignominiously ^ejected; and 
ai&ong other unwarrantable demands, the Directo¬ 
ry and their minister Talleyrand required a loan of 
money to vast amount, besides a douceur, in plain 
English a Irrihe, of fifty thousand pounds sterling 
—^(r^wards of two hun<h*ed thousand dollf-rs)—^for 
their^ owfi pockets, as ' preliminary to induce 
theUi to open their ears to hear our respectful re- 
presentatipns! This shameless demand, and other 
unWan^ntuble requisitions, were refused, and our 
' ministers returned. 

' j jr 

’ These proceedings of^ the French government, 
and the vast depredations on our commerce, com¬ 
mitted by virtue of its unjust and outrageous ch*- 
crees, had di^onsti^ated that the complaints and 
claims of the Fr^ch government had been advan¬ 
ced, not to obtain a restoration of violated rights 
(for we had violated none) but as a pretence for 
trampling on ours. 

The United States had then to choose between 
absolute submission to the views and will of the 
French government—or, roused by its insults and 
injuries, to resist its oppression. Happily there 
was at that time no disposition in the American 
government to conceal the enormities of France, or 
to check and palsy the rising spirit of our citizens. 
The voice was general—“ Millions for defence, not 
a cent for tribute.” The government determined 
to resist—^prepared for war—armed public and pri¬ 
vate vessels to protect and defend commerce—and 
repel French aggressions. 

As soon as the French government found its 
mistake—^that with all our friendship for France, there 
was then too much independence of spirit to submit 
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to iiiiliulited depredations on our commerce, and in¬ 
sults on the national honour. When France found 
her party in the United States, of whose strength 
she liad boasted, was overborne^ (for to our eternal 
disgrace France had then, as sfee now has, a devo¬ 
ted party in the bosom of our country)—she 
saw numerous vessels armed and sent to sea to protect 
our commerce, and hervown public as well jts pri- 
\ate armed ships captured, an<f brought into onr 
ports; then the French government, abandoning 
its unfounded and arrogant demands, came forward 
and professed its desire of peace and reconciliation. 

The same course, if Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Mad¬ 
ison—feeling as the chiefs of a nation ought to feel 
for its just rights, honour, and independence, most a- 
trociously violated by the present ruler of France; 
if with the integrity and spirit becoming their^sta- 
iion they had adopted the same course; it would 
have produced the like effect. Or if it failed: if 
the arrogance of the single despot who now governs 
France, as much surpasses the pride of the five ty¬ 
rants called the Directory, as his means and his 
power exceed theirs, and had prevented any relent¬ 
ing on the part of the French Emperor: if true to 
his declaration that there should be no neutrals,” 
or ill the words recited by Gen. Armstrong,.“ that 
the United States should be compelled to take the 
positive character of allies or enemies then war, 
open war would have taken place: and in this case 
also, we should have escaped a repetition of insults; 
and our commerce would have been comparatively 
safe. The millions which for years have been ex¬ 
pended in keeping up the remnant of our navy, 
to no useful purpose, would have greatly contributed 
to protect our commerce; and the very many mil- 
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lions which our merchants, misled by the measures 
of our government, have suffered to rush into the 
very^jaws of the tiger—or been compelled to send 
imartned and undefended, within’ the reach of his 
claws—would have been preser\'ed. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 




LETTER XI. 

M 

PELtOW CITIZENS, 

. The Text furnished by the Virginian delegate 
to Congress, which was recited in the two preced¬ 
ing numbers, requires some further comments. 

As a consequence necessarily resulting from that 
gentleman’s declaration, I remarked, that besides 
the essential interests of numerous portions of our 
citizens more immediately concerned, sacrificed to 
the views of party leadei's, the great interests and 
the honour of our country must be slighted or a- 
bandoned, lest those gentlemen should lose their 
places, the power and the emoluments of office. But 
jf may be asked, what hazard to their popularity 
would arise from their taking those measures which 
the public welfare, the honour and safety of the 
nation, imperiously require ? I answi^*, that as the 
great body of the people, the nation, must necessa¬ 
rily desire that the national interests, honour and 
safety may be promoted and' secured; of course 
they will apjwrove the measures which they believe 
are calculated^ to ..effect those great and patriotic 
purposes. But if the nation have been deceived; 
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if they have been tanght to believe, and do believe,, 
that the me^ures which alone can maintain and 
secure those essential objects, would be most inju¬ 
rious and destructive; if to the men whom the peo¬ 
ple have long “ delighted to honour,” may be ap¬ 
plied the cbnuuciation of the prophet—Woe unto 
them that call evil good and good evil; that put 
darkness for light and light for darkness; that put 
bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter;” tben what 
will the people approve? The pernicious measures 
of their deceiving Waders.—'Even in the days of 
Washington they alarmed the fears of the peo¬ 
ple, that the system of administration which he ap¬ 
proved was calculated to introduce monarchy and 
nobility, from which, by the revolution, they had 
recently been freed.—^Mr. Jefferson, in his memo¬ 
rable letter to his friend Mazzei, dared to repre¬ 
sent “ the Executive Power,”, meaning Washing¬ 
ton, in whom, as President, the executive power 
was then vested,—** the Judiciary,” and ** ail the 
Officers of Government,” as engaged in a conspi¬ 
racy against republicanism! “ Instead (says he) of 
that noble love of liberty and of that republican go¬ 
vernment which carried us triumphantly through the 
dangers of the war, an English-monarchicfd-aristo- 
cratical party has risen up, whose avowed object 
is to impose on us the substance, as they have al¬ 
ready given us the form, of tlie British govern¬ 
ment”—by this “ form of the Bri^sb government,” 
meaning the Constitution of the United States, which 
he and his partisans now profess so much to admire. 
The people were taught to hate eva*y thing 
taining to England, and to love every thing per¬ 
taining to France: That the chief magistsate. of 

jn 2 
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England being a kintf, must therefore be a tyrant 
ruling over dams: While France, calling herself a 
repMic, must be free, and her rulers the patriotic 
guardians of the people’s rights. No connection, 
therefore, no treaty, net even of amity and com*- 
merce, for our own benefit and for the settlement of 
old dispuleSf must be formed with England, lest the 
purity oiP republicanism shduld be defiled by her 
‘‘‘ whoredoms.” In the same letter to Mazzei, above 
mentioned, Mr. Jefferson represented many of the 
most distinguished citizens of the United States as 
having become apostates from republicanism—“ men 
(he says) who were Solomons in counsel and Sam¬ 
sons in combat, but whose hair had been cut off by 
the whore England.” Meaning that England had 
corrupted them, and so prevented the exertion of 
their-former wisdom, virtue and energy in admiiiis- 
teririg the government*.—Thei e is*no room to doubt 
that Mr. Jefferson conipreln>nded Washington in 
this audacious reproach. Before the puidicatioii of 
this letter in the United Stales [it was first pub¬ 
lished by Mr. Jefferson’s French friends in Paris] 
Mr. Jefferson seldom, if ever, passed Mount Vernon 
without calling, or sending an apology for omitting it: 
but after its publication these civilities entirely ceased. 
A visit then, he was sensible, would have been an 
insult not to be borne. 

But what was the tyranny under which the Bri¬ 
tons groaned, and for submission to which Ameri¬ 
cans were faught to think and call tliem slaves ! 

* This letter to Mazzei was probably written m 1794, soon 
after Mr. Jefferson quitted the department of State, “ to avoid 
figuring in scenes’* which he could not control, and turn to the 
service (ff France, and his own elevition to the Presidency, 
80 weB as in his philosophic retirement of MonticeBo. 
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These slaves asserted and maintained the very Uher-- 
ties for which the sages and heraes of our revolu¬ 
tion counselled, struggled, bled, and died: they con¬ 
tended for their “ b irth rights”—^the “ rights nf 
Englishmen,” in which we and our fathers always 
placed our glory*, the right by their representatives 
to participate in the making of their laws—and 
of giving and granting their own money for the 
public service; the right of trial by Jury before 
able and independent judges; the right to the writ 
of Habeas Corpus^ which every Englishman may 
demand, and by virtue of whieh he is secured, as 
we are by the same process, against lawful arrests 
^and imprisonments by ministers, military officers, 
or others who abuse their power; and with these 
rights they enjoy. freedom of speech and of the 
press. In one word, of all the countries on the 
earth, the United States and the British Dominions 
alone are free. The rights of Englishmen our 
fathers brought hither with them from England; 
and to that country we are indebtedfor all ourprac- 
tical ideas of freedom. And yet that is the country— 
now the world’s last ho^e—on whose existence and 
independent power our own depend—as intelligent 
and reflecting democrats themselves well know, 
and some of them acknowledge, but whose down- 

* The first Congress which was assembled at New York in 
1794, unanimously resolved, ” That our ancestors, who first settled 
these Colonies, were, at the time.^f their emigration from the 
mother country, entitled to all the rights, liberties, and immu¬ 
nities of free, and natural bom subjects within the realm of 
. England. That by such emigration fliey by no means forfeited 
surrendered, or lost any of ^ose rij^hts.^’ They also resolved 

That the foundation of MngUsh I/ib^ity and of all frte Govern¬ 
ment, is, a right in the People tO j^articipate in their legislative 
Council.” 
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fal and subjn^tion to France many of their brethren 
appear heartily to dtesire. ' . 

And what are the blessin^id of Frehchmen, which 
seem so attractive in the ejres of many of our citizens ? 
They are such as these: To be dragged in chains 
to the armies, that they may have the honour to 
endure all the miseries of war, to fight and to die 
not for their Cototry, but for tlie boundless am¬ 
bition of an unfeeling tyrant, to be wretched 
themselves, and the instruments to bring down 
misery and rniu on all the ndltioiis TOund: to he 
taxed at his pleasure; and if they delay payment, 
to have, soldiei’s quartered upon them, eating up 
their substance until they can find the means of 
payment : to have tl\eir commerce destroyed, and 
be dof>rived of all its comforts: to be beset by 
spi(^s <nnpioycd !>y the Kmperor to watch their 
w ords and actions; so that before a Frenchman dare 
open his month cni any public affairs, or any 
tiling relating to the Emporour, he looks round to 
st'e if any suspicions ])erson be present. And there 
he is often deceived. For since the French re¬ 
volution, such has been the increased and general 
prostration of morals, such scope and encouragement 
have been given to vices and crimes, that not un- 
freque»tly the father betrays the son, and the son 
the father; and “ a man’s enemies are those of his 
own house.” In a word, the will of the imperial 
tyrant is law ; and the most grievous oppressions 
are inflicted on the people. His decrees in hos¬ 
tility to commerce; have spread devastation in the 
trading towns ami cities of France. Bordeaux, 
for instance, once so activO and flourishing, with 
J poptilation of upwards of a hundred thousand 
persons has by the loss of its trade lost half of its 
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inhabitants.—The like destmctioa and misery have 
visited Holland, which had grown and existed by 
commerce, and aM other countries where the French 
Emperour*s sway is established.—^Amidst the%e 
mighty ruins spread over the nations of Furope, 

* appears Napoleon’s court, in pomp, in splendour, 
in luxury, surpassing all example, and which the 
many millions plundered from the citizens of the 
United States have contributed to support: plun¬ 
derings which no efficient means have been used 
by our own government to repress; and the res¬ 
toration, or indemnity for which have been but faintly 
asked. 

And how is this subserviency, this tameness, this 
servility towaids France to be accounted for? In 
my second address 1 alluded to the general cause. 
That as Mr. Jefferson and his fellow labourers rose 
to power by indamiug the -love of the peoplb to 
France, and their hatred to England, they have 
also thought it necessary to keep alive these passions, 
as the surest means for the continuance of their 
power. They represented the impartial system of 
Washington’s administration as a “ system of in¬ 
gratitude and injustice towards France, from which 
they would alienate the people of the United States, 
to bring them under British influence.”—These 
are Mr. Jefferson’s words in his letter to Mazzei. 
And as the isry of ingratitude to France, and of 
British influence was well adapted to promote his 
ambitious views, its origin' may well be ascribed 
to him* If corresponds with slanders against 

• Washington and Adams fear which he afterwards 
paid his fliend and uorre^ndent the mfamons 
James fbompson Callender. With siuukr views 
his partisans kept up the cry to this day. 
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Having thus led llie body of the people into 
fatal errors respecting the two great naticms at 
war, and the character and views of the citizens 
yvho before administei^ the government, they 
dare not undeceive them. They cannot now tell 
the people the truth, without justifying the 
sentiments and policy of their political oppo¬ 
nents, the followers of Washington, and thus 
hazarding the loss of their offices and power: 
and their measures, for the last four years espe¬ 
cially, are in evidence that ‘they would rather 
eacrihce the rights, interests and honour of our 
country, and put in jeopardy its liberty and in¬ 
dependence. 

Another means employed to. undermine the 
federal administration was, the raising a clam¬ 
our »aga^inst the taxes which were indispensable 
for " the support of the public faith in regard to 
tlie debtis incurred by the revolutionary war— 
for carrying on, during several years, an expen¬ 
sive war against the Indians, for the defence and 
protection of the frontiers—and for providing the 
means of protecting our commerce and our 
country against the aggressions and hostile views of 
France. 

Although no government can exist without 
revenue—and no revenue be attainable without 
taxes—^yet no person of any experience can be 
ignorant, that the levying of taxes is one of the 
most ungracious acts’ of a goverament. It has 
therefore been the policy of most governments 
to raise a g^eat (often the greatest) portion of 
their revenues by taxes; e^cially on 

the articles imported from foreign countries, which 
are first paid by the merchant importers, and then 
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by them added to and blended with the prices of 
the articles, imported; so that the people at large 
who use and consume them,, cannot distingui^i 
the taxes from the prices of the articles themselves; 
and being thus paid insensibly, they occasion nio 
murmurs or discontent; and the less, because as 
to many articles which are more of luxury or 
convenience than necessity, they may be pur¬ 
chased or not at the pleasure of every citizen. 
—But when a government lays direct taxes, for 
example, a certain^ sum on every man’s head 
(thence called a poll or capitation tax) or certain 
sums on his house, his land, his horses and <;attle 
—he knows precisely the amount of his taxes; 
and if these be heavy, discontent is not an unusual 
consecpience. Yet sometimes necessai’y wars (such 
as that of the American fevolution) and defensive 
wai*s in gene’ :^7ra»’c of such extent aiid long 
continiu»^^.^*ce, as require large revenues, and 
props,/..'^^rtionably taxes. Now if the whole of 
the taxes in such cases were imppsed upon goods 
impoited from other countries, great portions of 
them could never be collected: the temptation to 
run or smuggle the goods into the counti'y, and 
thus evade the taxes altogether, would be so great, 
as with many to be irresistible. If, for instance, 
a tax (more commonly called a duty) on any 
imported article, be twenty-five per cent (or one 
fourth) of its value; and it may be brought on 
shore and concealed from the collectors, at a risk 
not exceeding ten or fifteen per cei^t.—the proba^ 
bility is, t^ large portions of all such goods .will 
be smuggled in, without paying any duties at all. 
The only remedy in this case is, to loTycr the 
duties on such articles, so as to approach in their 
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amount, to the value of the risk of smuggling 
them. For then the merchant will rath^ pay 
tibe duties than hazard his reputation as well as 
Jiis goods, for the small gain ^hich might ^ l>e 
made by smuggling. It is a well known fact, 
that in €hreat Britain, where frequent wars have 
demanded immense revenues, that the duties on 
some goods imported were so high as to occasion 
very extensive smuggling, to the serious loss of 
revenue. And the government by lowering the 
duties actually collet led more* money. 

1 have gone into this detail to give some idea 
of the powerful reasons which induced Washington’s 
administration, at a time when our revenues from 
commerce were comparatively small, and the .public 
expenditures unavoidably great, to raise a part of 
the necessary revenues by other taxes than those 
on goods imported: lest the increijaitiXT of the latter 
to the extent of the public waiishoul^iuiM put in 
jeopardy the whole system, by tt#»ni«fs»<^v'v.-ftT)n it 
would have given to siiniggling. And that this jx>- 
licy was correct, is demonstrated by its effects: 
for probably in no connlry in the world were ^ the 
duties on goods imported so universally and ho¬ 
nourably paid as in the United States. The system 
faiiiy established, and the habit of regular paying 
once fixed, the same duties admitted of a gradual 
and moderate increase. And had the same system 
been continued; had not Mr. Jefferson, with other 
views than to eave the persons and property of the 
people, caused the embargo to be imposed, that 
honourable pB3rment of duties would have been con- 
tanned. Bui his total prohibition of trade, by which 
iMuidreds of thousands of our citizens gained a live- 
Ifiiood, being long continued (for a temporary em- 
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bargfo would not have answered the paiposes of 
Bonaparte, in forming his system to destroy the 
commerce and the power of Great Britain) produced 
such general distress as to be no longer tolerable. 
The embargo laws were broke, the practice of 
smuggling introduced, and the morals of the people 
cornipted. Indeed if WASHiNCtroN could rise 
from the dead, and devote another forty-live years 
to the service of his country, an<l administer the 
government with his nnsnllied purity and patriotism 
-—he could not repair the w aste of virtue, and banish 
the corruption of morals, introduced in Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son’s ten vears’ ndministration. 

. But to return. When Mr. Jefferson had paved 
the way tor his as<'ending to the Presidency, by 
various arts, among others by encouraging or coun¬ 
tenancing the popular <]lscoutcnts respecting taxes 
one of his first nets as President was, so fulfil the 
expectation - generally Jtnd industriously excited to 
increase his popularity—of a repeal of the intemid 
taxes, which he accordingly recommended and 
effected.—Fortunately for him, he entered on the 
Presidency at a time when the United States were 
in the enjoyment of peace, and when they were 
(as he himself said) “ in ttie full tide of successful 
experiment, under the govenunent which had so 
far kept us free and firm,” and when our "Agri¬ 
culture, Manufactm*es, CoMvraactE and Naviga- 

* In his letter of Oct. 6, 1799, to Cdlendcr, Mr. JRe£ferson 
says, ** 1 thank you for the proof sheets [of the * Prospect 
before Us* * containing the infamous slanders on Washington 
and Adams3 you inc1ose^ ^$o me. Such papers cannot fail to 
produce the best effect, ihey inform the thinking part of the 
nation; and these agiun supported by the tax gathewn as their 
vouchers set the people to r%hts.** 
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TiON, the four pillars of our prosperity,” ^ were 
in the most flourishing condition; and, when our 
revenues rapidly increasing, i*endered practicable a 
diminution of the taxes. But whether such a 
total repeal was correct—^^vhether sound policy, 
in reference to future contingencies of war or es¬ 
sential reductions of commerce, did not require 
discrimination and reserve, Mr. Jefferson did not 
consider; or if be did, every "thing was made to 
yield to his personal views at the moment. 

The very prosperous state df our commerce and 
navigation, when Mr. Jefferson became President, 
while it was left unshackled hy our own governmentt 
justified, perhaps suggested his remark, “ that they 
were then most thriving'when left most free to indivt- 
dual enterprize.” ^ Bonaparte had a little before en¬ 
tered on his political career as First Consul of the 
French Republic; and commerce was still allowed to 
“ thrive.” It was not till November, 1800 , after 
he had overturned the Prussian monarchy, that he 
formed his “ Continental system,” for restricting 
commerce or annihilating it, directly for the pur¬ 
pose of crippling or destroying the commerce of 
Great Britain, which he considered as the vital 
principle of her power. To render this system 
effectual, he said, its execution mtist be complete.” 
—“ Tlie principal powers of Europe had adopted 
it.” The concurrence of the United States (whose 
commerce then surpassed that of any other nation, 
that of Great Britain excepted) was necessary to 
render the execution of Bonaparte’s syMem com¬ 
plete. And within less than, three months after¬ 
wards, and in four days afteir the arrival of dis- 

I 

t Mr. Jefferson’s first message to Congrew, Dec. 8, 1801. 
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patches at Washington^ by Mr. Jefferson's special 
messenger from Paris, his embargo was recommen¬ 
ded to Congress, and the bill for imposing it passed 
the Senate on the same day. 

The unpopularity of the internal taxes (how¬ 
ever necessary and prudent in their establr^unent) 
we have seen that Mr. Jefferson well understood. 
Yet the direct tax. on houses, lands, &c. originated, 
if I mistake not, lyjrilh Mr. Jefferson’s own party; 
and I believe Mr. Madison (then in the House of 
Representatives) reported' a resolution for the direct 
tax. The journals of Congress (which I have at 
hand) will show. Perhaps it was an artifice to 
add to the existing unpopularity of the federab ad¬ 
ministration respecting internal taxes. A direct 
tax was laid in exact conformity with the constitu¬ 
tion, which declares that representatives and direct 
taxes sliall be apportioned from the several states 
according to their respective numbers, or population. 
It was then said by Mr. Jefferson’s partizans that 
the taxes ought to be direct, that the people might 
hnmv and feel what they paid. But these gentle¬ 
men have since taken care to repeal every such 
tax; and now dare not propose any tax 'which the 
people can hwm and feel. Instead of which, they 
have contemplated. a vast addition to the duties 
already laid on imported goods—even at the hazard 
of encouraging smuggling, * which^ would occasion 
losses probably beyond such, legislative additions. 
Possibly the fear of this may hitherto have prevented 
the projected increase of the duties. Instead of 
which, or of any other sort of taxation, they have 
had recourse^ in time of peace, to the borrowing 
of several millions of dollars, for the ordinary ex¬ 
penditures of the governmeiit! 



VH COI*ONi:X< PICKEXlNC^'jS l^ETTSflS. 

We now see the reason why the gfovernraent is 
determined <‘not to protect comitievcQ by force,” 
nor ‘'risk a war until our resources are su(ficient 
Jo defray *the expeiices without creating burthens 
to make them unpopular.” But our ordinary re¬ 
sources rnet?cr will be sufficient to defray the ex¬ 
penses of war; the government know it: and the 
conclusion is unavoidable; That notwithstanding 
all their blustering (and there has been enoi^'h of 
th« to make us ridiculous in our own eyes as 
well as in the eyes of foreign imtioiis) our govern¬ 
ment are determined to submit, as they have 
sabutHted, to every sort of insult and injury, 
rathfer go to war: for war will require more 
taxes, and taxes may render them unpopular. They 
choose rather to flatter the People to their ruin-— 
thanr tell them the truths necessary for their safety, 
because the latter may prove unpleasant, and 
perhaps occasion some npbraidings of their de- 
ceil'^i'S. 

Tl|as a course of thinking and of opinions; 
been industriously eflected by Mr. Jefferson 
and his fellow-labourers, as the means of rising 
to the supreme power; and these opinions, in op- 
poaitiou to the system of administering the go- 
venunent which under Washington was judged 
essential to the public safety and welfare, having 
been Icmg and ^alouidy inculcated by the leaders 
of that opposition—they have become the fixed 
creed of the People. And now these same leaders 
dare not attempt to correct those ‘ rronepos opinions 
although they hazard the v a^d independence 
of the country—as they have ^ilready caused the 
sacrifice of its interests and Konour. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


Mai/ 13 , 1811 . 
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LETTER XII. 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

i 

Among th« topics which 1 proposed to discass, 
I mentioned the emh&rgo: and that I would prove 
to you, that it was not imposed to keep in 
safety our vessels, "our seamen, and merchandize,'* 
as Mr. Jefferson pretended, when he recommended 
that measure to Congress. The embargo law has 
indeed been repealed; but as all the laws since 
passed by our government to shackle our commerce, 
have g^own out of that deceitful measure, it' is 
iTecessary to bring it under review. Besides, it 
will contribute to the display of Mr. Jefferson’s 
real character. 


THE EMBARGO. 

On the 18th of December, 1807, President Jef¬ 
ferson sent to Congress the following message: 

To the Senate and House of Representaiivet ef the 

United States. u 

The communications now made, shewing the 
great and increasmg d^mgers with which oifr ves¬ 
sels, our seamen, ^ and merchandize, are threatened 
on the high seas, and elsewhere, i^m the bellige¬ 
rent powers *of Europe; and it being of the 
greatest importance to keep in safety these essen** 
tial resouroes, I deem it my duty to recommend 
the subject to the c(mi|ideration of the Oongness, 
who will doubtless perceive all the advantage 
which may be expected from an inlubition of 
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the departure of our vessels from the ports of 
the United States. 

Their wisdom will also see the necessity of 
making' every preparation for whatever events may 
grow out of thej^resent crisis. 

I ask a return of the letters of Messrs. Arm¬ 
strong and Champagny, which it would be impro¬ 
per to make public. 

Th. Jefferson. 

Dec, 18, 1807. 

p 

The coipmunications accompanying the message 
consisted of four papers, which I describe, as far 
as was then permitted, in my letter of February 
16, 1808, to the late Governor Sullivan. 

1. A proclamation, dated Oct. 16, 1807, by the 
king of Great Britain, requiring his natural horn 
subjects, sea-faring men, serving on board the 
ships of war, or merchant vessels of any foreign 
states, to return and aid in defence of their own. 
The right to issue such a proclamation, no well- 
iiifonned man wdll question. It is a right exer¬ 
cised by the European Nations generally, perhaps 
universally, when they engage in war; and it is a 
right of peculiar importance to Great Britain at 
a time When her safety it menaoed and endangered 
by the most ^prmidable power which has ever 
existed in Europib. Thus far there seems to be 
nothing in the proclamation |piinst which any one 

can take exception_But it l^horises and directs 

the continuation of impressments of British natu¬ 
ral born subjects from merchants .^vessels. — What' 
the rights of Great Britain in this tj^e, and 
^hat the rights of neutrals, is a very important 
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question, which would demand a separate discussion. 
It is sufficient at present to say, that the danger of im> 
pressments of American seamen was not increased ; 
Ottihe contrary, the precautions enjoined by the pro¬ 
clamation would lead to the c(dfdusion, that the dan¬ 
ger was diminished ; and such 1 believe to have been 
the fact. 

2. The secoi^ paper of the communication was a 
letter (bearing .date September 18, 1807), from the 
French grand ju^e, R^gnier, to the imperial procu- 
reur (or attorney) general of the Emperor’s council of 
prizes, containing the Emperor’s interpretation of his 
Berlin Decree of November 21, 1806, concerning 
which the Council entertained some doubts, - To the 
question, 1, Can armed vessels under that decree, 
seize in neutral vessels, either English property, or all 
merchandize proceecUiig from English manufactories 
or territories? the grand judge answers—*^ His ma¬ 
jesty notifies to me, that since he had not thoi|ght 
proper to express any exception in his decree, there is 
no ground to make any in the execution with respect 
to any thing whatsoever.” 2. His majesty has not 
decided the question whether neutral vessels going to 
or from England, although they have no English mer¬ 
chandize on board.” 

Of these two papers, no secret was made ; and for 
a plain reason, that British proclamation had many 
days before been published in the newspapers [the 
copy laid before Oipgress by the President had been 
cut out of a new^i^per;] and so had the substance, 
if not thd words of Regnier’s letter. But they had 
excited little cfipcem among our merchants ami sea¬ 
faring |ieople, because they saw in the proclamation, 
not an increased, but a diminished danger of impress- 
meats i and they knew that the Berhu Decree and 
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the Emperor’s interpretation of it, though violating' 
our rights by treaty tvifh France, and the law of na¬ 
tions, would not endanger many of our vessels, seeing 
the^nuinbcr of French armed vessels, commissioned 
to capture them, was not very considerable. That 
Bonaparte has possessed himself of so many vessels 
and so much merchandise of ojur citizens, has been 
chiefly owing to his practising various deceptions, 
against which our government interposed no effectual 
guard; on the contrary, their negociations and pro¬ 
ceedings in relation to Fi'unce, rather tended to put 
our citizens off their guard, and to render them insen¬ 
sible to the imperial snares in which so many have 
been caujyht. 

The paper was a letter from General Arm¬ 

strong to the French minister Champagny; ajtid the 
fourth "Mr; Champagny’s answer. On these two last 
papers, I made the following remarks, in my last letter 
to Governor Sullivan before mentioned, viz. ** Both 
these ought, in form or substance, also to have been 
made public. The latter [Champagny’s answer], 
would have funiished to our nation some idea of the 
views and expectations of France. But both were 
witlidmwn by the President, to be deposited among 
other exeaitive secrets, while neither presented any 
new ground to justify an embargo.” Why these two 
papers were for a tme kept secret, you will presently 
see. But first be pleased to read the letters them¬ 
selves. 

General Armlrong’s Letter to il!%. Chawipa^ny. 

Paris, Sipt, 24, 1807. 

m have tliis moment learned, that a new and ex¬ 
tended coustructioa> highly injurious to the comuierce 



ICOtONEt JUSrri^SlLS. ^$'3 

of the, United States, was about to be given to the 
Imperial Decree of the 21st of ; November last» It 
is, therefore, incumbent upon me to .ask from your 
Excellency an explanation of liis Majesty’s views in 
relation to this subject, and particularly whether it 
be his Majesty’s intentions, in any degree, to infract 
the obligations of the treaty now subsisting between 
the United States and the Frencli empire ? 

1 pray yoUr Excellency, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) * JOHN ARMSTRONG* 

His EucceUency the Minister of Foteign Rehlions^ 
Mr* Champagnfs Answer. 

SIR, Fontainbleau, Oct. 7, 1807. 

You did me, the honour, on the 24th of Sept, to 
request me to send you some explanatiUhs as to 
the execution of the Decree of Blockade of the Bri- 
tisii islands, as ta vessels of the UnWed States* 

The provisions of all the regulations and treaties 
relative to a state of blockade, have appeared appli¬ 
cable to the existing circumstance, and it results from 
the explanations which have been addressed to me 
by the Imj)erial Procureur General of the Council of 
Piizes, that his Majesty has considered every neutral 
vessel, going from English ports, with cargoes of 
English mercimndize, or of English origin, as lctw» 
fully seized hy French armed vessels. 

The Decree of Blockade has been now issued 

t 

eleven months. The principal pou ers of Europe, fat 
from ^otesting against its provisions, have adopted 
them. They have perceived tliat its execution must 
be complete, to render it more effectual j and it has 
seemed easy to reconcile those measures with the 
observance of treaties, especially at a times when the 
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infractions, by England, of the rights of all mari¬ 
time powers, render ^ir interests common, and 
tend to unite them in support of the same cause. 

Accept, &c. &Cto 

(i^gned) CHAMPAGNT. 

His ihcceUency General Armstrong, Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States. 


Every reader can now judge of the correctness of 
my observati^ on these letters, made more than 
three years ago. He will see that the only subject of 
Armstrong’s letter, was the Emperor’s interpretation 
of his Berlin Decree, stated in Regnier’s letter, of 
which (as I have already remarked) no secret was 
made; And that Champagny’s answer repeats the 
Emperor’s decision : and so ^r neith^ contained any 
secret. But mairk the last peragraph of Champag- 
ny’s letter, of which 1 said, that it ** would have fur¬ 
nished to our nation some idea of tlie views and expec¬ 
tations of France.” 1 now add, that it also presents to us 
an idea sufficiently clear of Mr, JeffersotCs views in re¬ 
commending the permanent embargo—wiz. to co-ope¬ 
rate with the pnncipal powers of Europe in render¬ 
ing “ complete,” and consequently “ more effectual,” 
the French Emperor’s Decree of Blockade of the 
Britidi Domini^. This it behoved Mr. Jefferson to 
keep out of 4ght: and who can doubt ^t this was 
one of his motives for withdrawing CThampagny’s let¬ 
ter—sutid Armstrong’s of course ? In the same letter 
to Governor Sullivan, authorized by the paragraph, 
of Jphaippagny’B letter I am now considering, and 
other circumstances at the time, I asked these ques¬ 
tions ; ^ Has the flench Emperor declared that he 
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vmll haw no neutrals*? Has Jie.required that mr 
ports^ like those of his vassal ^ates in £!urq)e U 
shut against British €(mmercc ? Is the embargo a 
substitute, a milder form of compliance with that 
harsh demand, which if exhibited in its naked and 
insulting aspect, the American spirit might yet re¬ 
sent ?” 

In saying that neither Ajmslrong’s nor Ohampag- 
ny’s letters “ presented any new ground to justify 
an embargo,” I* meant, and so, I presume, it must 
have been universally understood, that they presented 
no %iew ground to justify an embargo for the interests 
if the United States, These interests required the 
publication of those letters, with a amiable comment 
by the President, that our citizens might have seen 
what were the views and expectations of the French 
Government j and resistance to, not compliance with 
those views, was demanded by our interest, our ho¬ 
nour, and our safety. 

That these letters, unconnected with tlte embargo, 
required no secrecy, even in Mr. Jefferson's opinion, 
we now certainly know: for just three months after 

* That the French Emperor said *' there should be no neutrals,’' 
we learnt by the same vessel which brought Amutr-ong’s and^ 
Champaguy’s letters.—It was afterwards gravely denied that Bo¬ 
naparte had said ** there should be no neutrals;” but we have 
since seen, under the hand of General Armstrong, our minister at 
Paris, the Emperor’s dediaratioB —** That the Americans should 
be compelled to take the positive character of either AUiu or 
EnemetJ*, This solemn declaration of the Emperor in hu council, 
it is true, is mentioned by General Armstrong as having been 
made at a subsequent period; but the previous report that he 
bad said ** that there should be no neutrals,” being predbely the 
same, and perfectly characteristic of the Emperor, I presume no 
one can doubt that it was bis previous dmtlantion which gave 
rise to the report. 
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k© had recommended the, embargo, he himself com* 
mumcated them to Congress for the very purpose of 
being published. But mark how they were commu¬ 
nicated’—huddled in with a large mass of other pa¬ 
pers, relating to British as well as French negociations 
and proceedings, without the least intimation that he 
had before presented them to Congress, together with 
the British proclamation and Regnier’s letter, as the 
grounds of the embargo* I And eertninly no person 
unacquainted with the seci*ct could* have suspected 
that Armstrong’s and Champagny’s letters were used 
as the principal grounds of the embargo. Why 
then did Mr, Jefferson withdraw them, saying it 
would be improper to make them public ? For two 
reasons— to conceal Ms apparent concurrence with the 
views of ^ the French Emperor —-and to wrap up the 
embargo in mystery, which astonished and confounded 
the people, and induced their acquiescence in the mea¬ 
sure, For the measure was public, and to go out to. 
the people with the notice, that it would be improper 
to publish Armstrong’s and Champagny’s lettei*s, or 
even to suffer them to remain any where but in Mi\ 
Jefferson’s own cabinet; wlmnce the natural inference 
would be, that these papers containing the sti*ong 
reasons for the embargo, but of a nature dangerous 
to be disclosed, And^doubtless, in regard to his own 
views, Mr. Jefferson^udged correctly. The publica¬ 
tion of these two letters, as grounds of the proposed 
embargo, might have put the project in jeopardy. 
For although the implicit confidence of the majority 
in the wisdom and patriotism of the President, with. 

* II was a common artifice of Mr. Jefferson to accompany his 
communication relative to France with something British to divert 
the ailentioa of Congresf and the people from the former to the 
latter,, 
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some other eonsideratiofis, assured its adoption in 
Coiig^ress; yet for its final success it was necessary 
that the blind confidence of the people, whose pecu¬ 
niary interests wofiild be so directly and essentially 
aftectcd, should also be retained. But the immediate 
publication of Champa^ny’s letter m the ground of 
tim embar^Of might hj^e too clearly indicated, to 
some sagacious citizens, not members of Congress, 
and who would' discuss the point with more freedom, 
the real motive of Mr. Jefferson in recommending it; 
and by its exposure have hazarded, not only the mea¬ 
sure! itself, but the popularity of its author; before the 
PASSIONS OF HIS PARTY had been enlisted in its 
favour. And this stratagem was crowned with a 
success truly incredible, had not the experiment- 
verified it as a fact. The extraordinary spectacle m as 
exhibited of a nation, with more vessels and property, 
and a greater portion of the people engaged in fore ign 
commerce, than any other on tlie globe, the British 
excepted, submitting, for upwards of a j ear, to the 
total stagnation of that navigation and connner(‘e,, 
without blowing why the immense sacrifice had been 
required! A majority of the nation thought to repose 
entire confidence in the wisdom and ])atriotisin of the 
Vresident, were induced to believe his declaration that 
great and increasing dangers to our vessels, seamen 
and merchandize,’' rendered the embargo indispen¬ 
sable. While he knew, and all who read Ann- 

; .A 

stix>ng’s and Chainpagny’s letters well know-, that 
they ejthibited no dangers requiring an embargo* 
All the increased danger was exhibited in the letter of 
llegnier, stating the Emperor’s decision on the 
meaning of his Berlin Decree; and that every mer^ 
chant knows was considerable 5 even as the dust of 
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the balance, comparative with the whole of our 
forei^ commerce laid prostrate by the embiurgo. 

official translalion of the fifdi article of the 
Berlin Decree is in these words: ** The trade in £ng^- 
lish merchandize is ^bidden. All merchandize be¬ 
longing to England, or coming from its manufactories 
or colonies, is declared lawful prize.” This is the 
article on which the grand Judge Begnier delivered 
the Emperor’s decision,, of which General Armstrong 
asks of Mr. Champagny an explanation ** particularly 
whether it he his Majesty’s intention in any decree, 
to infract (break or violate) the obligations of the 
treaty now subsisting between the United States and 
the French empii*e?” To which Mr. Champagny an¬ 
swers, by a repetition of the Emperor’s decision. It 
was perfectly immaterial to whom the merchandize 
belonged *, though to the citizens of the United States 
it was lawful prize, if it consisted of tlie manufactures 
or produce of England or her colonies. Now by our 
treaty with France, ratified by Bonaparte himself, 
we have a right to load om* vessels with English ma¬ 
nufactures and produce, not only when these belong 
to the citizens of the United States, but even when 
they remain the property of the British; and to cap¬ 
ture them, because they are British property, is a 
direct yiola^on of pur treaty with France. But trea¬ 
ties and promises have long since ceased to bind the 
Bulers of the Great Nation. Bonaparte and his 
predecessors, the Directory, have been alike perfidi¬ 
ous; and this Mr* Jefferson and Mr. Madison per¬ 
fectly well know. 

Mr. Madison [letter of May 22, 1807, to General 
Armdfl^ong] calls the Berlin Decree, ** a gross infrac¬ 
tion df neutral rights.” And in a subse<|uent letter 
[Februaiy 8, 1808,] referring to the Emperor’s con-* 
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stnietion (above stated) of this BerHii Decree, says, 
<< it violates as vdl the positive stipolaitbiis of the 
CoDvention of Beptember 30, 1800 [our last-and only 
existing treaty with France] as the incontestable {nrih- 
ciple of |Hiblic law. And yet the French minister, 
Champagny, we have seen, has the effrontery to say, 

It has seemed easy to reconcile these measures (in 
executing tlie Berlin Decree) with the observance of 
treaties.” 

But 1 must again recur to Mr. Jefferson’s message. 
Every reader will bear in mind that the four papers 
therewith communicated, were offered as the soh 
ground for Inying* un embargo. He said they 
“ shewed the great and inerting dangers with 
which our vessels, our seamen and m^chandize was 
threatened on the> high seas and elsewhere, trom the 
belligerent powers of Europe.” I have shewn that the 
terms of the British Proclamation manifested a lessen- 
ing not an increase of dangers to our seamen ; ami it 
had no relation to vessels or mercJuindize, The other 
three papers regarded the French; and these then, 
if any, must show the " great and increasing dangers” 
mentioned by Mr. Jefferson. Now take his own 
opinion of the Berlin Decree, and of the French Em* 
peror’s construction of it, as expressed in Mr. Madi¬ 
son’s letter to General Armstrong, dated February 8, 
1808, in which he says, the conduct of the French 
government, in giving this extended construction to 
its decree, and indeed in issuing one with such an 
apparent or doubtful import against the righibs of ihe 
sea, is thb more extraordinary, inasmuch as its ina¬ 
bility to enforce it m that element, exIMted the mea¬ 
sure in the light of an emptk menace.” So now 
we see that the Berlin Decree and its extended con 
struction, which showed the great and increasing 
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dangers to our vessels, seamen and merchandize,” 
amounted to—What? “ an empty menace!” be¬ 
cause of the Emperor’s inability to enforce the 
exkjution of his decree upon the sea. And in his 
letter to Mr. Erskine, the British Minister at Wash¬ 
ington, Mr. Madison sa 3 ^s, “ France was without the 
means to carry the Berlin Decree into effect.” 

And what opinion. Fellow Citizens, can yon now 
form of the illustrious Jefferson.” He alarms }ou 
with dangers which he knew did not exist; and pro¬ 
fessing a tender concern f(»r the preservation of our 
vessels, seamen, and merchandize, “ these essential 
resources,” recommends an embargo! In this single 
transaction (if other instances were wanting) jou 
have full evidence of hypocrisy, and duplicity, and 
deceit^ and assumed patriotism—assVniied as a screen, 
behind which he contrh ed a scheme dishonourable to 
the nation, and pregnant with ruin. For nearly all 
the losses and sufferings of our seamen, merchants, 
and other citizens, with the niin of many, and the 
failure of the public revenues, have grown out of the 
embargo—that fruitful mother of all the plagues by 
which, in the name of acts of Congress, imposing 
prohibitions and restrictions, our commerce and 
ffsheries have been laid waste. 

One plain, but very important inference, remains to 
be noticed and impressed. As you have now seen 
Mr. Jefferson’s alleged ground of the embargo to 
be deceitffd and false, it will be natural to inquire, 
what was the reason for inducing him to recommend the 
embargo! As I cannot suppose the worst of men to 
act without a motive, so Mr. Jefferson must have had 
sdine strong one to have taken so bold a step as to im¬ 
pose the embargo, such as we have seen it in its in¬ 
tended duration (which was purposely without limi- 
tasion) and in its ruinous effect. Bead once more 
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Mr. Champag-ny’s letter of October 7, (while you in-* 
duljre me in some repetitions), and see whetlier the 
inolives I have detailed be not manifest. 

The object of the Berlin Decree is plain—it was 
avowed by Bonaparte, viz. to cut of all trade of his 
subject, allies, and neutrals, with the British domi¬ 
nions, thinking by that means to ruin the commerce 
and destroy the power of Britain, Against this mon¬ 
strous decree, violating our rights by treaty and by the 
law of nations, General Armstrong complained. In 
the answer of Mr. Champagny we are told, “ the De¬ 
cree of Blockade has been now issued eleven mouths. 
TJie ])rincipal powers of Europe, far from protesting 
against its pro\isions have adopted them. They have 
perceived that its execution must be complete, to ren¬ 
der it more effectual, and it has seemed easy to^recon- 
cile these measures with the observance of treaties, 
especially at a time when the infractions by England 
of the rights of all maritime powers render their in ^. 
lerests common, and tend to unite them in support of 
the same cause.'^ Here we find the motive for the em¬ 
bargo. The principal nations of Europe had adopted 
the decree, but to render it more effectual “ its exe¬ 
cution must be completed.” It could not be com¬ 
plete while the United States carried on their exten¬ 
sive trade—equal, if not superior, before the fatal em¬ 
bargo to that of all Europe, the Briti^i islands excepted. 
The facts to be found in Mr. Jefferson’s own ojfficial 
communications to Congress leave ns at liberty to 
form no other conclusion than this—“ That he recom¬ 
mended the embargo in order to render the operation 
of the British Decree complete.” Recollect what 1 
have before mentioned (in Letter XI.) that in less 
than three months after the date of Champagny’s let¬ 
ter, and in four days after its arrival, with the other 



02 COLONEL Pickering’s letters. 

dispatches at Washington, Mr. Jefferson recom¬ 
mended the embargo. Four days (as I had occasion 
long ago to remark), gave little enough time to digest 
and mature such a plan ; and that the people of 
the United States would have been shocked at an 
open proposition to shut their ports against the Eng¬ 
lish commerce, and abandon all trade, at the com¬ 
mand, or invitation of the French Emperor; they 
would not have endured it. The measure could be 
accomplished only by an embargo—an indefinite em¬ 
bargo—and that wrapped up in the mystery which I 
have attempted, and I trust successfully to unfold. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


LETTER XIII. 

' 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

In my last letter I mentioned the declaration of Mr. 
John Quincey Adams, while a Senator in Congress— 
that the British Ordern in Council of Nov. 11, 1807, 
were not only a cause, but a principal cause of the 
embargo. His words are, that they, “ stand in front 
of the real causes of the embargo*.” And again he 
says, “ These orders and the subsequent retaliating 
decrees of Prance and Spain [Bonaparte’s Milan 
Decree of Dec. 17, 1807, and that of Spain, its echo, 
bearing date the ^of Janu^ following] have fur¬ 
nished the mly reasons upon which I have acquiesced 
in its continuance to this day.” Here 1 pray it may 
be observed, that Mr. Adams, the advocate for the 


Letter of March 31, 1808, to H. G. Otis, Esq. 
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mbargo, has confirmed my statement, that the four 
papers commimicated by Mr. Jefferson, .when he re¬ 
commended the embargo, did not famish sufiicient 
ground for its adoption by Congress—or rather, that 
they furnished no ground at all. For the British 
Orders in Council, and the Milan Decree, and 
die corresponding decree of Spain, furnished the 
mdy reasons for his acquiescing in the continuance 
of the embargo. Now as Mr. Jefferson’s four papers 
remained in force, precisely as when he communicated 
them, and yet furnished no reason for continuing the 
embargo, they could have furnished no rea^n for ori- 
ginally imposing it. —For recollect that it was ** the 
great and increasing dangers to our vessels, seamen 
and mercbandi/.e,” shown in those papers, on which 
Mr. Jefierson professed to recommend the embargo. 
And these dangers, whatever they were, continued 
the same. 

But to retmii to the British Orders in Council. If, 
as Mr. Adams has asserted, “ they stood in front of 
the real causes, of the embargo,” who that has wit¬ 
nessed the promptitude and qagerness with which Mr. 
Jefferson has always seized on every fact and circum¬ 
stance to awaken and aggravate the public irritations 
against Great Britain, will believe that he would have 
been silent respecting those orders! But, says Mr. 
Adams, ‘‘ they had not been officially received;” and 
this he offers as a reason why Mr. Jefferson did not 
mention them. I ask, then, why he communicated 
the British King’s Proclamation of October 16,1807 ? 
Had that been officially r^eived?—^No. Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son had seen it, as thousands of our citizens had seen 
it—in the common newspapers—^from which he cut 
two copies, and sent one to each House of Congress, 
with his other flimsy pretences for an embargo. If 
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the mind of Mr. Jefferson was impressed with 
idea of the dangerous nature of thase orders, though 
resting only on newspaper report: if the apprehen> 
sion of them really induenced his mind, as Mr. 
Adams says they influenced his, more than all the 
communicated causes of the embargo; why should he, 
by his silence, withhold their influence from Congress ? 
Was it unlawful or improper that their minds should 
be influenced by a consideration which powerfully 
impressed his own ? If the orders in council were at 
all in his contempbttion, and really constituted a mo¬ 
tive for the embargo, what objection could exist to 
his informing Congress, that such w»e the intima¬ 
tions in newspapers; and expressing luT opinion that 
they furnished an additional reason for laying an em¬ 
bargo?—The truth is, those newspaper intimations, 
if they had ever been seen by the Preswlent, were 
entirely disregarded when he recommended the em¬ 
bargo. His attention was an*ested by the commu¬ 
nications he had received four days before from 
France; and his thoughts were busily employed in 
preparing for the adoption of an embargo—an em¬ 
bargo vipon a novel principle—to change a temporary 
detention of our vessels at home—^which was the uni¬ 
versal understanding of the nature of an embargo*,— 
into an unlimited suspension, or interdict of ail fo¬ 
reign commerce! in reality a permanent embargo! 
a thing never before heard of! but which, under”the 
simple name of embargo, contributed to deceive the 
people into a belief that it was but a temporary mea- 

• While the Embargo Bill wSb before the House of Re]>rescrt- 
Istives, a motion was made, (and by a democratic member) to li¬ 
mit Uic continuance of tbe embargo to sixty days: but the mo^ 
tion was not caurried, by a majoriJy of nearly two to one. 
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sure; and so induce their acquiescence* Even 
Mr. Adams admits that to have been the impression 
on his own mind. In his letter to Mr. Otis, he says 
—“ 1 have, indeed, been myself of opinion ,tliat the 
embarjjo must in its nature be a temporary expi^ient,^* 
Yes: and only twenty days fi*om the passing of the 
Embargo Law, had elapsed, when Mr. Adams of¬ 
fered a resolution for the appointment of a committee 
to inquire at what period the embargo might, con¬ 
sistently with theqmblic interest, be removed. ** But 
(says he) my resolution met no eni^uragement.” No: 
a new convert, and still in his novitiate, he was not 
let into all the secrets of the cabinet; from whose 
views nothing was more remote than a simple em¬ 
bargo, a temporary suspension of commerce. And 
as ill voting for the embargo he reposed himself, with 
entire confidence, on the recommendation and supe¬ 
rior information of the President: so afterwards, when 
his proposition in the Senate for fixing the time at 
which the embargo should have an end, and similar 
attempts in the House of Representatives, were re¬ 
jected, or passed by with silent contempt; he, with 
becoming humility, acquiesced: reposing himself 
now on the superior wisdom of the majorities of the 
two Houses of Congress.—^Yes: When he saw that 
the embargo had its nature \ that what had 

been enacted under the name of an embargo, was not 
an embargo, but a total, unlimited interdict of all 
commerce with foreign nations—still his candid and 
elevated mind would not descend to entertain suspi^ 
cions oi smister views in the Executive and his leaders 
ill the two Houses! 'i'hc men wlio hud uniformly op- 
jwsed all the measures deemed by his own father to 
be necessary for the safety, honour, and interest of our 
country, as well during Washington’s administration 
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as his own; and a series of artifices perseveringly 
practised, by which the people were deceived, had 
finally overturned the federal administration of our 
gavernmeiit: these men, it seemst had exhibited so 
much wisdom, so much patriotism, and had shown 
diemselves so unambitious, so pure, so disinterested, 
in their opposition, that to suspect them now of sinis¬ 
ter, unfair views, ^ould be improper and dishonour¬ 
able! Yet Mr. Adams admits “ that vigilant observa¬ 
tion is at all times, and suspicion may occasionalfp be¬ 
come necessary, upon the conduct of men in power.” 
And of all men svpicion should have attached to those 
who ^cended to power by the steps to which I have 
so often alluded, and of which he could not have 
been ignorant. 

I presume it has been satisfactorily shown, that the 
mmouf’ed British Orders in Council did not enter into 
Mr. Jeffenson’s views in recommending the embargo. 
Perhaps it will also appear that they were not in the 
contemplation of Mr. Adams when he gave his zea¬ 
lous assent to it; although he says these orders 
“ formed to his understanding a powerful motive for 
assenting to the embargo/* and in another place, as I 
have already remarked, that “ they stand in front of 
the real causes for the embargo.** Nay, be goes fur¬ 
ther, and represents all the other causes as anwuntiny 
to iwthiny. His words are —** To argue upon the 
subject of our disputes with Britain, or upon the mo^ 
lives of the embaryo, and keep them [the Orders in 
Council] out of sight, is like laying your finger over 
the unit before a series of noughts, and then arith¬ 
metically proving that they all amount to nothing.*' 
Keq>itig in mind these various assertions of Mr. 
Alhims, concerning the British Orders in Council, 
and their powerful infioence on hb mind, to induce 
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liiin to vote for the embargo, I pray every reader to 
go back with me to view the original scene of passing* 
the Embargo Bill in the Senate. This scene was re¬ 
presented three years ago, iu my correspondence w^h 
Governor Sullivan; who having stated to me, that 
he had a letter from my colleague, Mr. Adams, “ who 
voted for the emhua'go, and still considered it a wise 
measure and a necessary one/' I was constrained, in 
my own justiheatiun, to detail his conduct on that oc<« 
casion. I thus wrote to the Governor: 

“ In my first letter I informed your Excellency of 
the liaste with which the Embargo Bill was passed 
ill the Senate. I also informed you that * little more 
‘ time was repeatedly asked, to obtain further inform 

* mat ion, and to consider a measure of such moment, 
‘ of such universal concern ; but that these, requests 
' were deniedand I must now add, by no one moi^e 
zealously than by Mr. Adams, my colleague. Hear his 
words. But even your Excellency’s strong faith in, 
the President’s supreme wisdom may pause, while in¬ 
dependent men will be shocked at the answer of my 
colleague to those requests. * The President (said he) 

‘ has recommended the mcasm*e on his high responsibi- 

* lity ; I would not consider : I would not deliberate: 

‘ I would act. Doubtless the President possesses such 

* further information as will justil'y the measure!” 
On this extraordinary declaration I made the follow¬ 
ing remarks : “ Need I give to your Excellency any 
other proof (though other proof abomids) of blind 
confidence in our rulers? Need I give further evi¬ 
dence of the dangerous extent of executive influence? 
When the people of Massachusetts see a man of Mr. 
Adams’s acknowledged abilities and leai’ning advanc¬ 
ing: such sentiments: when they see a man of his 
knowledge of the nature of all governments, and of 

c 
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his intimate acquaintance with our own free republi¬ 
can government, and of the rights and duties of the 
legislature ; especially of their ri^ht and duty to co»- 
sideri to deliberate, and according to their onmjudty- 
•ment, independently of executive pleasure, to decide 
on every public measure: When, I say, the people 
of Massachusetts see this, will they wonder if a mu- 
jority in Congress should be overwhelmed by the au¬ 
thority of executive recommendation ? And had I not 
reason to be alarmed at the dangerous extent of ex¬ 
ecutive induence, which to me appeared to be leading 
the public mind, by its blind conhdence, to public 
ruin ?” 

Such were ray reflections in April 1808, The 
subject now requires some additional observations. 

Universal experience, as well as the highest autho¬ 
rity, assures us, that out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh.’’ If, as Mr. Adams repre¬ 
sents, the rumoured British Orders in Council were so 
strongly impressed on his mind as to constitute the 
most poWerhil motive for the embargo, is it conceiv¬ 
able, can any man believe, that he (as well as the 
President and every other Member of the Senate) 
would have been absolutely silent concerning them? 
When the embargo advocates in the Senate were 
urged to consent to a little delay, for the purpose of 
obtaining “ finther information,” how could they, 
with Mr. Adams at their head, withhold their strong 
impressions, if they existed, respecting the Orders 
in Council ? The orders rested, it is true, merely on 
newspaper reports, or other unauthorized statements; 
yet Mr. Adams says, the facts respecting them were 
of all the most material, upon a fair and imparflal 
examination of the expediences of the Bmbargo Act 
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when it passed*. Still, however, not one word was 
uttered conberning them. Observe, moreover, that 
Mr. Adams was so far from olfering tlie reports con¬ 
cerning the Orders in Council as grounds for passiri|^ 
the Embargo Bill, that he even disclaimed the know¬ 
ledge of any facts other than those which the Presi- 
sident had communicated; resting the decision on his 
recommendatioH and the further information which, 
Mr. Adams suggested, the President might possess. 
The inevitable conclusion from these details is, that 
the British Orders in Council were not even in the 
contemplation of Mr. Adams himself, when he gave 
his zealous assent to the embargo. And without im- 

. pnting it to him a palpable violation of truth, his con- 
tniry assertion may be accounted for, by the subse¬ 
quent actual appearance of the Orders in Council, 
which the administration and its partisans artfully 
blended with the original pretences for imposing the 
embargo: and tlie warmth of Mr. Adamses passions, 
uTid his prejudices, resentments and hatred towaixis 
Great Britain, led him also to confound them with 
his original motives for advocating and voting for the 
embargo. 

But 1 must again recur to the extraordinary decla¬ 
ration of Mr. Adams, of the ground on which he 
voted for the embargo, ‘ The President (says he) 

* has recommended the measure on his high responsi- 
‘ bility: I would not consider —I would not deVheruic: 

* I would Doubtless the President possesses such 
‘ further information as will justify the measure.* 
The French Emperor has a legislatwe body; but they 

' frame no laws; these are prepared by his ministers, 
according to jelis will ; and has legisbUors have the 


* letter to H. G. Gtis, Ejiq. 
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honour of giving their assent to them. In what does 
this practice of a despot and his slaves* differ from 
the principle or sentiment formerly expressed by Mr. 
Adams in the Senate? It shocked even democracy 
itself in that body. “ However I may vote (said a 
democratic member) that is too much for me to say'' 
And for my own part I view the sentiment as so ab¬ 
horrent to the principles of a free government; so 
derogatory to the character of a Member of Con¬ 
gress; and so disgraceful to a citizen and a man, 
that I am incapable of conceiving of any counterba¬ 
lance in official honours and cimduinents. An em¬ 
bassy, a judgeship, the presidency, or a throne, to au 
honourable and independent mind, would in the com¬ 
parison be ‘‘ as a drop in the bucket—and the small 
dust of the balance.” Upon the ^irinciple advanced 
by Mr. Adams, what becomes of “ the checks and 
balances, which are the main pillars of his father’s 
great work,” on the American Constitution ? By the 
constitution of the United States, the Senate and 
House of Representatives were intended as checks on 
the acts of each other, and both as checks on the 
acts of the President. The sentiment expressed by 
Mr. Adams resolves the whole business of legisla¬ 
tion into the will of the executive. I have been 
simple enough to suppose it to be the duty of every 
member of a legislative body, in a free government, 
to Miberate upon the matters recommended by the 
executive; to consider whether the measures ;proposed 
were suppoiied by sufficient reasons, and were neces¬ 
sary or ex|)edient for the welfare of tEe stale, I 
still enteilain this opinion, and that an implicit re¬ 
liance on llie cxecuthc; a blind adoption of his 
measures, would be a relinquishment of my independ- 
enetj—a violation of my duty, and a surrender of 
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the rights of the people. But such old notions are now 
much out o’f fashion. Whoever would obtain favour 
with the ruling power, must renounce them. “ There 
is no getting along, or being any tiling, without pb- 
pUlarity,** was a sentiment once expressed. Mr. 
Adams wiD not have forgotten it. And while evety 
thing which Mr. Jefferson did, pleased a mfgority of 
the people, the sure way to obtain popularity and 
executive favour ^t the same time, was to please the 
President, and support his measures. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


LETTER XIV, 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

A FEW more observations will conclude what 1 
proposed to lay before you relative to the embargo. 

If any proof in addition to those already exhibited 
were requisite to demonstrate that the British Orders 
in Council of Nov. 11, 1807, did not enter into the 
consideration of the Executive or of Congress, in im¬ 
posing the embargo, they may be found in the writ¬ 
ings of Mr. Jeflerson, and the then secretary of state 
Mr. Madison. The latter on the 23d of December 
1807 (being the next day after the passing the em¬ 
bargo law) thus wrote to Mr. Pinckney, the American 
minister in London:—“ The policy and the catiscs of 
the embargo are explained in the President’s mes¬ 
sage.” This message and all the papers it referred to 
were either copied or described in my No. XII.; and 
the British Orders in Council not being among them 
(as it was impossible they should be, for they had not 
then reached the United States—^nor was it known 
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iiiat such orders had been issued) nor the most distant 
hint given that such orders were in existeiice; it fol¬ 
lows oonclusive^ that they were not one Ihe eausea 
of the embargo. 

But Mr. Jefferson himself bears direct testimony 
to the same point. In his public message to Con¬ 
gress of the 2d of February 1808 (more than six 
weeks after he had recommended the embargo) he 
for the first time mentions those Britiidi Owiers in 
Council, and says —** 1 transmit them to Congress as 
a further proof of the increasing dangers to our na¬ 
vigation and commerce, which led to the provident 
measure of the act of the present session, laying an 
embargo on our own vessels.” Thus Mr. Jefferson, 
who certainly knew why and fw what cause he re¬ 
commended the embargo, asserts in direct contradic¬ 
tion of Mr. John Quincy Adams, not that the British 
Orders in Council of November 1811, were an on’- 
yinal muse of the embargo, but that they were a 

further proof” that the embargo was a provident 
measure.” 

It is true, that the language of Mr. Jefferson and 
Mr. Madison afterwards assumed a somewhat diffe¬ 
rent form j but this proves nothing but die artifice of 
these gentlemen; for having long experienced with 
what facility the mass of the people received the notions 
with which they wished them to be impressed, they 
perceived that artifice was better ach^^ited than candour 
to the promotion of their view. I have already cited 
Mr. Madison’s words, in his letter of December 23d, 
to our mmister, Mr. ^ndiney^ in whidi he says» 

HAspoUcy and eaum of the embargo are explained 
in die President’s message; but in his letter of Fe¬ 
bruary 19,^1888, after the Orders in Coondl had been 
received ptdiiished, he says-^** My last (that aC 
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December 23d) enclosed a co|)y oi act of embar- 
g‘ 0 , and explained the policif ot the-measure; leaving 
causes,” and introducing the unknown British orders 
(unknown and imthought of when the embargo was 
laid) as “ among the considerations which enjbreed 
it.” He adds, “ the appearance of these decrees, 
[the British Orders in Council; has had much effect 
in reconciling all descriptions among os to the embar¬ 
go, and in fixingrin the friends of that measure, their 
attachment to its provident guardianship of our mari¬ 
time lights.” That all descriptions of our citizens 
were ever reconciled to the embargo, is not true: a 
very large portion', from the beginning, saw in it only 
folly and mischief; and that it would be (as the event 
has proved) utterly inefficacious to procure the repeal 
of the French decrees and British orders: and they 
also believed, what to every candid mind 1 presume I 
have demonstrated, tliat, (as was said by a democratic 
member of Congress, when the charge law was 
under consideratioai) “ the hand of Napoleon was in 
itthat it was an act of co-operation with the French 
Emperor in his system to destroy British commerce, 
and with it British power. 

Mr. Jefferson’s artifice was manifested in his answei’ 
of August 26, 1808, to the petition of tine town of 
Boston against the embargo and its numerous nddii^ 
tional laws. His words are—the orders of Eng¬ 
land and the decrees of France and Spain escisting at 
the date of these laws, are still unrepealed, as far as 
we know.” Here indeed is a tissue of deceit-r-a want 
of truth mixed with artifice. By saying that those 
orders and decrees existed at the date of the ambai^ 
laws, it is plain that Mr. Je^fes'son meemt to convey to 
the inhabitaiits of Boston and through them to ail 
posons who shotdd not advert to the distkiction be-^ 
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tween the actwil existence and the knowledge in the 
United States of the existence of those orders and de¬ 
crees, the idea that they were the onuses of the em- 
harg*o laws: and therefore that dme must be continued 
while the causes remain. But Napoleon’s Milan de¬ 
cree, reinforcing that of Berlin, though more outra¬ 
geous, was in Italy, four or five thousand miles fi*om 
the city of Washington, on the 17th December, 
1807 ; and it was on the very next day that Mr. Jef¬ 
ferson recommended to Congress to lay an embargo; 
and the second decree of Spain, adopting the Milan 
decree, was not issued imtil the 3d day of January, 
1808, twelve days after the embargo law had been 
passed! 

Among the proofs of the embargo being acceptable 
to the French Emperor, as stated in a former Let¬ 
ter, I omitted his Bayonne decree passed the 7th of 
April, 1808, directing All American vessels then in 
the fmrts of Francen or which should thereafter go 
into those ports, to be seized; because their naviga¬ 
ting the seas was contrary to the embargo laws of the 
United States! And thus while our own government 
pretended that the embargo was imposed to save our 
citizens and their property—not from capture by the 
English only, but from the clutches of the French 
Emperor—and to force him to revoke his Berlin and 
Milan decrees; he himself, well pleased with the 
emlalil^, passed another decree to enforce its exe- 
cutkiif Are the rulers of our nation capable of blush¬ 
ing 1* Or are they alike dead to the sense of shame, 
of candour, and of truth ? 

The embargo having been for three years and up- 
wanls a subject of discussion, may now be reviewed 
with the less interest; but as it was the first signal 
co-operation (as I trust 1 have shewn such co-opera- 
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tion to have been the leading motive) of our govern¬ 
ment with the Emperor of Prance, it merited a fresh 
examination; and the more, as it was the basis of 
that system of our administration which has ever since 
harassed and now nearly rained our commerce, and 
beggared the nation.' The review was also necessary 
to the display, in one important instance, of the real 
character of Mr. Jefferson, marked, as I had said it 
was, with “ systematic hypocrisy and duplicity.” 
Facts, have also shewn that, as he gave assurance, 
Mr. Jefferson’s system of measures and Mr. Madi¬ 
son’s are the same. Mr. Jefferson’s words, in answer 
to an address from the Tammany Society of Balti¬ 
more, are these—“ The hope you express that my 
successor will continue in the same system of mea¬ 
sures, is gnara^iteed, as far as future circumstancas 
will permit by his enlightened and zealous {fkrticipa- 
tion in them heretofore, and by the happy pacification 
he is now efieeting, for us.*" This “ happy pacifica¬ 
tion” was the " arrangement” or agreement made 
with Mr. Erskine, the British minister at Washing¬ 
ton, for the revocation of the British Orders in Coun¬ 
cil and the removal of the restrictions of our non¬ 
intercourse law as to Great Britain. “ Happy paci¬ 
fication,” Mr. Jefferson calls it, with Great Britain 
on tenns which he believed the British government 
would accept: satisfied that an examination of all his 
own published statements of his negociations would 
produce the like conviction on every candid mind: 
What if, after collecting his multiplied professions 
(and they would fill some pages) of his sincere de¬ 
sires to settle all differences and establish harmony 
between the United States and Great Britain—and 
his formal instructions to adjust every thing by treaty, 
what if, after all these professions and proceedings 
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towards such an adjustment; 1 should show them ail 
to he insincjere ? and prove, even hy his omi emfession^ 
that he did not desire any treaty with Great Britain ? 
This investigation will require more time and deli¬ 
beration than will consist with detached compositions 
for a weekly publication. 

AsioJMr. Madison’s ** happy pacification,” I can* 
not repi«ss the opinion that he has no right to ex]>ect 
and did not expect its confirmation by the British 
government; and for the following reasons: 

1. Because Mr. Madison knows that a minister 
plenipotentiary, merely as such received and accre¬ 
dited by the government to which he is sent, has not, 
by virtue of a general letter of credence, any autho¬ 
rity to enter into any treaty or agreement containing 
stipulations to bind his nation. 

2. Because Mr. Madison knows, that besides such 
a letter of credit, a minister who lawfully enters into 
such a treaty or agreement, must be furnished with a 
full or special power for that ipurpose. In other 
words, a minister must have authority to become a 
party to a treaty or agreement which shall be bind¬ 
ing on his government. 

3. Because he well knows that a foreigfn minister 
proposing to enter into such stipulations, ought to 
produce hk full or special power; and if he does not, 
that before a tineaty or agreement be made, it is the 
right and duty of the government to which the offer 
of the treaty or agreement is tend^ed, to demand 
not only a sight but the delivery and pos^mon of the 
instrument containing such powers. Accordmgly, 
the mudsters of two governments whb negociate and 

form treaties with other, always exchange their 
powers, that each may have the evidence of the au- 

Hhmty of the other to treat. But Mjr. Madison, in 
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laying the case of his arrangement or treaty with 
Mr. Erskine befoi^ Congress, after the British go¬ 
vernment bad disavowed and reft^ed to conhrm it, 
(because made in direct contradiction to his instsuo* 
tions) did not pretend that any such powers were 
exhibited by or required from Mr. Erskine. Mr. 
Madison therefore had no more, nay, he had less 
right to complain of that disavowal than would an 
individual, who makes a contract with the friend of 
a third person calling liimself his attonwyt but pro¬ 
ducing no power or letter of attorney for the purpose, 
having against such third person who should refuse 
to perfoim the contract made without his authority 
or consent. 

4. Because the part of the special instructions of 
Mr. Erskine, aqknowledged to have been exhibited 
on the occasion, contained tlwee conditions dh which 
an arrangement for the revocation of the Orders in 
Comicil might be made—And all these conditions 
Mr. Madison had rejected. 

6. Because the language in which the agreement 
on the part of Mr. Madison was concluded, was so 
indecorous and ofiensive tow'ards the British govern¬ 
ment as to render its confinnation highly improbable, 
if not impossible. And Mr. Madison must be under 
one of two charges—either of ignorance of the rules 
of decorum necessary to be observed in negociatimis 
with a foreign government—an ignorance which nei- 
tb^ he nor any one who knows him will admitr—or 
that such offensive language was studiously selected 
in ordef to defeat the agreement, and render its re¬ 
jection by the British government certain. But the 
agreement had produced a most desirable effect fa¬ 
vourable to Mr. Madison and the reigning party, in 
the then pending elections in the great state of New 
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York *-^itd a like favourable effect on the people 
throughout the Union; on whom, consequently, the 
rejection of the agreement would produce fresh and 
streng resentments against Great Britain, accused as 
its government would be, of breach of faith, by its 
** refusal to abide by the acts of its minister plenipo-’ 
tentiarpi* as l\fr. Madison expressed himself in his 
message of November 20, 1800, to Congress; thus 
disingenuously (and disgracefully to a pei*son of his 
knowledge on the subject) holding up the idea, that 
a ‘‘ minister plenipotentiary,” as such, had authority 
to make a treaty or agreement binding on his govern¬ 
ment; the contrary to which no man knows better 
than Mr. Madison. 

TIMOTHY nCKERING. 


LETTER XV. 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

Having given you a correct view of the embargo, 
and exhibited such facts and circumstances as prove 
beyond controversy, that it was not recommended by 
Mr. Jefferson, and under his influence passed into a 
law, for the causes he assigned, but really as a mea¬ 
sure of co-operation with the French Emperor, in 
his system for destroying the commerce, and with it 
the power of Great Britain; the subject next in course 
is the Non-Intercourse Law, which succeeded the 
embargo. But an exhibition of this measure,* as fool¬ 
ish and absurd as to ourselves it was mischievous, 
mifst be postponed, while I present to your conshle- 
ratioa 
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THE PROJECTED WAR WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


Our rulers have mad^ frequent and ample profes¬ 
sions of their impartiality towards the two greatjiiel- 
ligerents, France and Great Britain; and to support 
this pretension, have charged both with violating our 
neutral rights, and affected to direct their measures 
for redress equally against both. But I have shown 
tlie falsehood of this pretension. The embargo, par¬ 
ticularly, so Well coincided with the views of the 
French Emperor, as to meet his entire approbation. 
His minister, the due de Cadore, in his letter of Au¬ 
gust 5, 1810, General Armstrong says, “the Empe¬ 
ror applauded the embargo.” But without reciting 
the numerous instances, which I have observed during 
an attendance in Congress for the last eight years, but 
which it would take too much time to collect*and pre¬ 
sent in their just form and colour, of the manifest par* 
tialityoi our rulers in favour of France; I assume it 
as a notorious fact, demonstrated by their general 
<Jourse of conduct. With the multiplied proofs of 
such partiality before me, when I saw our rulers shut¬ 
ting their eyes to the greatest enormities, to the most 
atrocious acts of piracy, robbery and swindling prac¬ 
tised by the great Emperor against my fellow citi¬ 
zens ; while all the acts of Great Britain of which 
they complained were monstrously aggravated and 
distorted, in order to alarm and in’itate the people 
against the only power which stood between us and 
subjection and slavery to France; I was led to appre¬ 
hend it was their design to involve the United States 
in a war with Great Britain. But having since wit¬ 
nessed only a repetition of hard words, the mere swag¬ 
gering of bullies—.with abundant evidences of ill-will, 
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but without any solid preparations for such a war; 
knowing also that the treasury was empty ;* and that 
with their mischievous interruptions and restrictions 
of commerce, the public revenues were constantly 
diminishing; knowing farther their utter dread of im¬ 
posing new taxes which would hazard or destroy their 
popularity; and believing that a large addition to the 
old taxes, consisting wholly of duties on goods im¬ 
ported, by the temptation it would offer to smuggling, 
might rather lessen than increase the actual receipts 
of revenue: knowing, moreover, the disposition of 
the people of the United States to remain at peace. 
Prom all these considerations I have, for a good while 
past, been disposed to believe our rulers were really 
as unwilling as the people were averse, to engage in 
any war even with Great Britain. In,the actual state 
of things, 1 have even considered it fortunate that the 
absurd principle of Mr. Jefferson, that the public 
treasury oupht not to be UtCH, because an accumula¬ 
tion of money miyht tanpt the nation to go to war^ was 
literally exemplified; he having so managed our pub¬ 
lic affairs as to empty the treasury, and to compel his 
successor to borrow several millions of dollars, for the 
ordinary payments and expenses of the government. 

But a late occurrence, the hostile act of Commodore 
Rodgers in his rencounter with a British sloop of 
war, has led me into a new train of thought. This 
rencounter having excited much public sensibility, and 
being, m my view, pregnant with serious conse¬ 
quences, no otker subject demands such immediate 
consideration. 

The meeting of the American frigate President^. 
commanded by Commodore Rodgers, with the British, 
sloc^ of war little Belt, commanded by Captain 
Bingham, was doubtless accidental; but the circumr 
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stances under ^hich the frigate sailed, as mentioned 
in,the government paper at Washington, and the 
facts stated by Commodore Rodgers, in hiis official 
letter to the secretary of the navy, leave no rooiR to 
doubt that his conduct was the result of previous 
orders irom the Executive: in fact, to pursue the Bri¬ 
tish frigate Guerrier^ which, not long before, had im¬ 
pressed an American citizen from one of our coasting 
vessels. Commodore Rodgers says he was fourteen 
or fifteen leagues from that part of our coast called 
Cape Henry, when a sail was discovered in the east, 
that he gave her chase and continued it for more than 
six hours, before-he came up with her; the vessel 
chased, all that time endeavoming to make hex* es¬ 
cape ; for though the commodore could not see him 
so clearly as to judge what wa| her size, it is plain 
she saw the vakly superior size of her pursuer, or 
she would not have nin from her. These and some 
other circumstances, which may be afterwards noticed, 
prove satisfactorily that this unwarrantable chase was 
the execution of previous orders; without which Com¬ 
modore Rodgers, as commanding a mutralnirmed 
shipj w'ould not have felt himaelf justified in making 
it. The same government paper confirms this con¬ 
clusion ; for the commodore having requested a formU 
inquiry into every part of his conduct in the case, that 
paper informs us that the President refused to grant 
his request, because he approved of the commodore*5 
conduct. This, indeed, has not been said in that 
newspaper un^r the hand of the President, or of the 
secretary of the navy; because there is a possibdity 
that hereafter it may be convenient to say that the 
editor made the publication without authority. Cer¬ 
tain it is, that although near a month has elapsed, we 
have heard of no inquiry. 1 tsdie it for granted there 
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will be none: for if faithiiilly conducted, the commo* 
dore, for his own justification, would be ubliged to 
produce his orders; which might officially expose the 
Executive to merited censure for authorizing an act 
of war* 

Let us for a moment consider the act of chasing. 
In a time of universal peace, if vessels of the same 
or of different nations were to meet on the high seas, 
and hail each other, asking their names and of what 
nation they were, or any other civil questions, no one 
wiU assert that either is obliged to answer. The not 
answering may be an" evidence of churlishness; but 
the refusal to answer would not authorize the firing of 
a single shot. Just as if two citizens meeting on the 
highway, and one civilly accosting the other, is passed 
without an answer, ^nd unnoriced—no one would 
justify ^e former in using his pistol or his cane to kill 
or beat the other because he was deficient in polite¬ 
ness. Bat when a nation is engaged in war, and 
sends out its armed vessels to cruise on the sea, the 
common highway of nations, then the right to chase, 
to hail, to require an answer, to board, and to search, 
and eventually to attaclc, accrues to the vessels of the 
nation at war—because they have a right to capture 
those of their enemy. For without these rights, a 
naval wa|r would be useless—or rather could not ex¬ 
ist. The neutral armed vessel, on the contrary, seeing 
her nation is at peace with all other nations, possesses 
none of these rights—^because not necessary to any 
of the objects of neutrality and peace*^^ on the con¬ 
trary she is bound to avoid every hostile act, except 
in her own defence when upjustly attacked. When 
she meets a belligerent armed vessel, it is a duty if it 
be demanded, to make known her neutral character, 
to prevent the shedding of innocent blood, and the 
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)evils. of war hazarded by a refusal to auswer. As 
neutral, she has no evil or inconvenience to apprehend 
by making^ her neutrality known. She has no right 
to chase, to bail and insist upon an answer, to bo^d 
,«and to search, because she has no right to make a 
capture. The American frigate, then, having none 
of these rights, is respcmsible for all the evils conse*^ 
quenton the chase and the concealment of her neutral 
character. Commodore Rodgers assigns but one 
reason for giving chase; and if be had not another 
resting on special orders from our Executive, he must 
be personally responsible for the blood that has been 
spilt. The chasing of the British vessel being an un<«' 
lawful act, the killing of her crew, as the direct con¬ 
sequence of that unlawful act, is murder. And the 
commodore’s conscience, would be ill at ease, but for 
the orders from his government, which|,he conceived 
himself bound to execute. 

By his own odicip.1 report, it appears, that Com¬ 
modore Rodgers, on the 16th of May, at twenty-five 
minutes past noon, discovered a sail, when he was 
himself upwards of forty miles from Cape Henry; 
and the vessel whose sail he discovered in the east, 
from Ins mast-head, must have been many miles far¬ 
ther distant from our coast: that the vessel was stand¬ 
ing towards him with a press of sail: that at^alf-past 
one o’clock, the symmetry for just proportions) of 
her upper sails (which were then distinguishable from 
his frigate’s d^k) and her making signals, shewed 
her to be a mw of war; that fifteen minutes after¬ 
wards, the commodore hoisted his colours; when the 
other vessel finding her signals not answered, changed 
her course, and stood to thie southward. 

Now we come to Commodore Rodgers’s assigned 
reason for giving chase. Being desirous of speaks 
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in(j her^ and ecscertainw^ wlwi she was, I now mado 
sail in chase;** and he continued the dhaae until fif¬ 
teen or twenty minutes past eight, when being distant 
frr^ra seventy to one hundred yards, says the commo¬ 
dore, “ I hailed, what ship is that ? to this inquiry- 
no answer was given, but I was hailed by her com¬ 
mander, and asked what ship is that ? Having asked 
the first question (continues the Commodore) I of 
course considered myvSelf entitled by the common rules 
of politeness, to the first answer. After a pause of 
fifteen or twenty secoiiyds, 1 reiterated my first in¬ 
quiry of what ship is that ? and before I had time to 
take the trumpet from my mouth, was answered by a 
shot.’* A shot was returned from the American fri¬ 
gate, and by the Commodore*s statement, witJwvt 
orders, though just- aS he was on the point of giving 
an order to lire a shot in return. And thus com¬ 
menced the action, which terminated in the killing 
and wounding of about thirty men of the crew of the 
British vessel. Such is substantially Commodore 
Rodgers’s account of the chase and the action. 

I have already noticed the rights of an aimed ves¬ 
sel of a nation at war, on the high seas. She has a 
right to vhme, because she is authorized to capture the 
vessel of her enemy. The commander has aright to 
hail ani§to require an amwer, that he may avoid the 
attaching of a friend or of a neutral. If an answer 
be refused, he had a right to consider the vessel hailed 
as his enemy: and consequently to attack, and take 
her if he can, or to defend himself and prevent the 
capture of his own vessel. But, I repeat, none of 
these rights belong to an armed vessel of a neutraj 
nation. And it by the refusal of the latter to answer 
and declare her neutral character, an attack ensues, 
the biame will rest wholly on the neutral. Whether 
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in the case under consideration the blame should on- 
ginally attach to Commodore Rodgers, or to the Pre* 
sident and Secretar}^ of the navy, or to all of them, 
will depend on the orders given to the Commodore. 
That his orders authorized and requii*ed the chase of 
a British armed vessel I cannot doubt. Unless fur¬ 
nished with positive evidence, I shall not be inclined 
to believe that Commodore Rodgers acted in this 
case without special ordeis; and the declared appro¬ 
bation of the President is an evidence that he obeyed 
the spirit of his orders. Or if he had not such special 
orders, the President by his approbation, has adopted 
and made the act his own—^that is, the act of the 
United States (represented by the President) jfbr 
which (tie nation, is responsible, and for which an caf- 
planatiofi and satisfaction will IM demanded—and by 
our yovernmmi refused. The grounds on which 
1 have formed and expressed this opinion, and why 
satisfaction will be refused, will be given in my next 
address. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


LETTER XVI. 

I#' 

ON THE PROJECTED WAR WITH ENGLAND:' 

FELLOW CITIZENS, • 

In my last addicss I gave an account of the engage¬ 
ment between the American frigate Ps esident. Cum- 
modore Rp Agers, couimvinie , and iliv; iinUsli sloop 
of war Lilile Belt, Captain Bingham, conmiaiivle)', 
and the reasons on which I prououitc d the proceeumgs 
on the pu t of die .vnier can frigate unlawtul, and au 
uc of WoT. I usoiemirved, that those proceedings 

h2 
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oH^nated, unqueiilioiiably, in the Ord^ of the Su¬ 
preme Executive Power of the United^ States, for 
which ihe^ consequently are responsible—of which an 
enplanation will be required—and for which satisfac¬ 
tion will by the British government be demanded— 
and by our government refused. 1 am now to exhibit 
the grounds of this opinion, and particularly why sa- 
ti^ction being demanded will be refused. 

1 again take up the official report of Commodore 
Rodgers. His reasoning at the instant the action 
Commenced, by a shot (as he states) from the Little 
Belt, is not a little singular, and requires particular 
notice, as indicative of the temper in which his orders 
were conceived and executed.—When the first shot 
was fired (says the commodore) being under an im¬ 
pression that it mi^t possibly have proceeded from 
accident, and without the orders of her commander, 
1 had determined, at the moment, to fire only a single 
^ot in return; but the immediate repetition of 
the previous unprovoked outrage induced me to 
believe, that the insult was premeditated, and that from 
our adversary being at the time as ignorant of our 
real force as 1 was of his, lie thought this, perhaps, a 
favourable opportunity of acquiring promotion, al¬ 
though at the expence of violating our neutrality and 
insult!^ our flag.” 

Here I must take leave to ask a few questions. As 
the commodore's impression was, that the first shot 
from the Little Bell might have proceeded from acci¬ 
dent, and he was within speaking distance, why, in¬ 
stead of first asking an explanation, did he'determine 
to return even a single shot? Was it the part of a 
commander possessing (as he says of himself, and I 
doubt not trulv—^)>ut he had orders which he felt him- 
self bound to obey) ** an humane and generous heart. 
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^teraiuied nat to spill a drop of blood unnecessarily,” 
to return a shot which might spill die blood of more 
than one man, when a declaration of his neutral cha** 
racter, whidi it was his duty to have made, would 
have prevented the spilling of a single drop, and all 
the serious consequences which ensued, and the still 
more seiious in prospect?—-Why did the commodore- 
think the firing of the first gun ‘‘ an unprovoked out¬ 
rage?” Was it possible for Captain Bingham to 
imagine the commodore’s ship to be a neutral ? After 
having been hard chased by her for more than six 
hours; and after seeing her, when within a ihile and 
a half, taking tlie precaution to get the weather 
the position to windward the most advantageous- for 
action, which (the commodore says) the commander 
of the chase (Captain Bingham), from his majaceuvres, 
during half an hour, appeared anxious to prevent; in 
a word, after observing the commodore’s movements 
and conduct, during six hours and a hall, to be pre¬ 
cisely those of an enemy; after hailing “ what ship 
is that?” to ascertain whether she was a friend or a 
foe, and the commodore had refused to answer j what 
other possible conclusion could Captain Bingham form, 
than that the commodore’s frigate was an enemy ? 
And by what rule of war, or of common sense, can 
the firing of a shot at an enemy be pronour^ed “ an 
unprovoked outrage P” And why, because under such 
circumstances, the firing was repeated, should the com¬ 
modore “ believe the insult was premeditated Aud 
why should the commodore imagine, that Captain 
Hinghaid began the attack under the idea tliat it was 
** a favourable opportunity of acquiring jMomotion by 
violatmg our neutrality and insulting our flag,” when 
Captain Bii^ham must necessarily have believed tlie 
commodore’s frigate to be an enemy? Why should 
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Captain Bingham be required to see the'American stars 
in the flag, when the commodore states that 

he had never been able to see the distinctive national 
irtUrks in the flag of the Little Belt? But although 
the commodore could not see the size and force of the 
Little Belty it is certain that Captain Bingham saw 
clearly the formidably superior size and force of the 
commodore’s ship, or he would not have run from her. 
For this reason, when the commodore came along side, 
Captain Bingham aimed all his shot at the spars and 
rigging of the Presidenty in the hope, by some lucky 
shot, to disable her, and then to effect her escape. And 
are the endeavours of Captain Bingham during more 
than six hours running to get away from the Presidenty 
an evidence to the commodore’s mind, that the cap¬ 
tain was eager to attack in the hope of acquiring lau¬ 
rels and promotion ? and ‘‘ at the expence of vio¬ 
lating our neutrality and insulting our flag?’ The 
commodore says, that when the first shot was fired (it 
being fifteen or twenty mintites past eight in the even¬ 
ing, and the two ships distant from seventy to one 
hundred yards from each other), Captain Bingham 
was as igfnorant of the real force of the President., as 
the commodore was of that of the lAttle Belt. How 
then (u|>on the commodore’s ideas) should Captain 
Binghain dream of acquiring laurels and promotion 
by his attack, when it might turn out to be an attack 
on a vessel of much inferior force to his own ? The com¬ 
modore will certainly judge more correctly in his own 
case, and not expect an admiral’s flag for ** riddling” 
the little ship Little Belt, and killing and wounding 
thirty of her crew. But how are we to account for such 
strange ideas of Captain Bingham’s moti^ves for his 
attack, gaining in a moment the possession of the 
^mmodore’s mind ? He declares, that ** neither hi* 
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passions nor prejudices had any agency in this ai&,ir 
and yet he* conceived that Captain Bingham, though 
necessarily taking him for an memy, intended, by at¬ 
tacking him, ** to violate the neutrality and insult the 
flag of the United States V' After the action 

was over, after the commodore had made such 
havock among the crew of die Little Belt, he again 
hailed, “What ship is that?” and then “learned, 
for the first time,, that it was a ship of his Britannic 
Majesty’s.” But had the commodore no misgivings, 
no previous suspicions as to the national character of 
the ship he pursued ? If he had supposed her to be 
a French or an American ship (and none other ex¬ 
cept the British were to have been expected to be 
off our coast) would he have given either a hard chase 
of six or seven hours, purely to gratify his innocent 
curiosity “ to speak her and ascertain what she has ?” 
Why should tlie thought have entered into his head 
that the ship he had pursued and come up with, 
meant, by the firing of a shot, to violate the neutra¬ 
lity and insult the flag of the United States, unless 
he believed her to be a British vessel of W'ar ? Surely, 
neither the commodore ^lor any of his political friends 
would entertain an ftlea that a public ship of our 
loving friend the French Emperor would violate the 
neutrality of the United States or insult their flag, 
especially when she was afterwards to find an asylum 
in our ports. It is true, indeed, that the Emperor had 
told our rulers that they were a miserable pack— 

“ men without just political views, without honor, 
without <aiergyand the unreseuting, abject sub¬ 
mission with which they have borne this gross and 
outrageous |*eproach, proves, that the Emperor knew 
well their character, and that his signally contemptu- 

misapplied. But still* this d?/l 
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not violate our neutrality nor insult the dignity of our 
flag. The commodore states, that “ previously he 
had reason to feel incensed at the repeated outrages 
committed on Our flag by the British ships of war 
and I very much fear, that the readers of his own 
official report of his rencounter with the British ship 
Little Belt, will be constrained to suspect, although 
the comnwdore himself did noU that during the whole 
of this afl’air, he felt that (in pursuance of his orders) 
he was chasing and fighting a British ship of war, 
and/thus avenging the “ outrages” at which he had 
been previously incensed; and that strongly impressed 
with this idea, thmgh not himself aware of it, the 
commodore thought that Captain Bingham likewise 
knew, or was strongly impressed with the idea, that 
the ship at which he fired belonged to the United 
States, without which impression Captain Bingham 
could not have intended to violate their neutrality and 
insult their flag. If the commoilore's own statement 
will admit of an interpretation difierent from that I 
have given, I shall be very happy to see it. * But let 
us look a little further, and consider his reason for 
Sfiving chase. 

Let it be recollected, that when first descried, the 
Little Belt was so many miles distant as to be dis¬ 
cerned only from the commodore’s mast-head, and 
standing towards him, and he, I presume, standing 
towards her: that about an hour afterwards, her 
upper sides were distinguishable from the commo** 
dore’s deck; when she made signals, which not being 
answered by, him, she changed her course and stood 
to the southward. Then, says the commodore, ** being 
desirous of speaking her, and ascertaining what she 
was, I now made sail in chase.’* And so we are to 
believe, it would seem, that merely firom curiosity, to 
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^peak a vessel at a great distance from himf on the 

high «ea«,‘aiid to learn her name and t&wkM nation she 
belonged^ the commodore gave her a six or seven 

tours chase, and sailed many miles out of his course! 
for the Little Belt at some fifty miles distance from 
our coast, ran to the southward, w'hen the commodore 
gave her chase, although, according to the govern¬ 
ment new^spaper, “ he was ordered to put to sea im¬ 
mediately from Annapolis, and resume his former 
station, (I suppose at New York) cruising along the 
coast as before, for the purpose of guarding^ our 
maritime jurisdiction from violations by foreign 
cruisers." 

The commodore, continuiug his details conceraing 
the vessel in sight, remarks, tliat “ the symmetry of 
her sails and her making signals shewed her to be a 
man of war," But the commodore knew, that fora 
long time before, no other than British men of war 
had visited or approached our coasts: hence must 
have ai-isen in his mind another violent presumption 
that the sail he discovered and to which he gave 
chase, was that of a British ship of war. It appears 
also by the first reports of the battle, at Norfolk, by 
vessels coming in and which had heard the firing, 

that but the day before Commodore Rodgers was 
spoken, inquiring for a British frigate w^hich had been 
spoken not far off." Let us now sup]>ose that the 
commodore hud commenced the chase of the Little 
Belt, so much earlier as to have come up with her 
in broad day-light; and that showing her colours, 
the commodore had found to what nation die be¬ 
longed;" and that the commodore's ship became in 
like manner known to the Little Belt; and a destruc¬ 
tive action had thus been prevented. Suppose then 
that her captain had asked the ctnninodore why he, 
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commanding a neuh'al ship, had given him a six or 
seven hours chase on the high seas. Would the com¬ 
modore have felt satisfied to have answered, “ I was 
dei^irous of speaking you and ascertaining what yoiT 

Were ?*’ And if the British captain, indignant, as 
every man of sense and spirit must be, on receiving 
such an answer, should have told the commodore it 
was a most impertinent and nnpardonahle curiositg—^ 
could he deny the justness of the charge ? or not be 
mortified by the well-deserved reproach? Is this 
ofhcial reason for the chase one which our adminis¬ 
tration would not feel ashamed to offer to the British 
minister should he be instructed only to ask an expla- 
nation of this affair ? How much is it to be regretted 
than an officer whose prowess, in an honourable cause, 
would do honour to any country, should be drawn 
aside from the straight, ingenuous path his own heart 
would pursue, because the sinister views of the men 
in power, with the official right to command him, 
require it! 

I have gone into so minute an examination of Com¬ 
modore Rodgers’s letter, because, far from furnishing 
a justification of his proceedings, it officially confirms 
the reports cunent at the time of his sailing 3 that he 
was sent in quest of the British frigate Guen*ier, to 
demand Ihe American citizen she had impressed on 
the coast; and if his delivery were refused, to attack 
and take him by force. It was also stated at the 
same time, in the government paper at Washington, 
“ that it was well understood that the commanders of 
our public vessels were generally instructed to submit 
to no question from any foreign (really meaning any 
British) vessel, which shall wear the semhlanoe of a 
threat, in manner or words.” And so the peace of <mr 
countrg is placed at the discretion of each of our naval 



COLONEL Pickering’s liEflERs. 


123 


commanders! From the whole I infer, that in the 
case under consideration, an act of war was intend^ ; 
and an act of war has in fact been committed, not on 
the identical ship in contemplation, but still on a Bri- 
tish ship which will produce the same result. And I 
now believe it to be the object of our administration to 
bring on a war with Great Britain ; but in such a way 
as may enable them, by their own cunning and tho 
experienced credulity of the people, to impress an 
opinion that Great Britain is the aggressor, while they, 
good souls, were sincerely and earnestly seeking re¬ 
conciliation and peace. With as much brevity as 
possible I will state my reasons. 

In my letter of Februaiy 16 , 1808 , to Governor 
Sullivan, on the embargo, I asked these questions: 
** Has the French Emperor declared that he will have 
no neutrals ? Has he required that our ports, like 
those of her vassal states in Europe, be shut against 
British commerce?' Is the embargo a substitute, a 
milder form of compliance with that harsh demand, 
which, if exhibited in its naked aspect, the American 
spirit might yet resent?’* We have since learned 
from General Armstrong’s communications to our 
Executive, that the French Emperor did declare, 
“ that the Americans should be compelled to take the 
positive character of either allies or enemies'' But 
with all the baseness which Mr. Jefferson’s manage¬ 
ment has infused into the American character, the 
citizens of the United States were not then sufB - 
ciently degraded, in their own estimation, to receive 
patiently a plain direct proposition to shut their ports 
against British commerce. It was therefore disguised 
in the form of an embargo, an embargo which was 
calculated to produce the same effect, because it had 
no limitation. But before the close of that session of 
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Coni^ress, in which it was imposed, as no man ot' 
sense out of the cabinet circle could discern any rea¬ 
son for itj and its mischievous consequences were 
clearly seen, and had heg’an to be experienfiSed, it was 
found necessary to sooth the people, by holding up a 
prospect of its real repeal or suspension. This pros¬ 
pect, however, was a deceitful one, because it was 
made to rest on the future acts of France and Eng¬ 
land ; that is, on the revocation of their decrees and 
<M*ders affecting neutral commerce. IVow Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son knew that the embargo was acceptable to the 
French Emperor, who, instead of making way for its 
removal, w^ould choose to rivet it on our necks; and 
Mr. Jefferson also knew, that as the British Orders in 
Council were declared to have been isvsued (and after 
ten months frank and open notice to the United States, 
they wbre unquestionably issued) only in retaliation for 
the previous French Berlin Decree; the revocation of 
the latter must precede the revocation of the British 
Orders in Council, and then indeed the British govern¬ 
ment stood ready, and pledged itself to revoke them. 
Thus Mr Jefferson, when vested by Congress with 
power to suspend the embargo on the revocation of 
the French decrees and the British orders, knew that 
such revocation was not likely to take place, and in 
fact has not taken place to this day. Mr. President 
Madison's extraordinaiy pwclamation relative to the 
French decrees to the contraiy notwithstanding. The 
pressure of the embargo, however, upon ourselves was 
so severe, as to exhaust the patience of the people, and 
the government, to save their sinking popularity, 
changed their ground, and by an act called the ncm- 
intercourse law, gave some relief, by openii^ a direct 
commerce with the world generally, and an indirect 
commerce with Fraiice and Great Britain and their 
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dependencies. At . length this foolish and oppressive 
lew also necessarily gave way, and all restraints on 
our commerce were removed. But another act put 
into the h|nd of the President the dangerous powe^ of 
reviving the restrictions of the non-intercourse law on 
certain events, of which as matters of fact he was con** 
stituted the sole ju(%e. JElvents indeed of a nature so 
simple as to be within the competency of any man of 
common sense gnd common honesty to decide, whether 
they had or had not taken place: 1 mean the revoca¬ 
tion of the decrees and orders of France and Great 
Britain, events which have not yet happened, but 
which Mr. Madison, stepping aside from the authority 
given him by the law, proclaimed to have taken place 
in regard to France, when the French Emperor, whom 
Mr. Madison ki\ew to be the most perfidious of human 
beings, had only given a declaratory promise tO revoke 
them after the 1st of November, 1810. Even Mr. 
Madison himself has not now the hardihood to say the 
French decrees are revoked. In his late answer to the 
petition of the inhabitants of New Haven, he ven¬ 
tures only to say, that “ the French government dc- 
cldred that its decrees were revoked.” He now at 
least knows that they were not revoked when on the 
2d of November, 1810, he proclaimed to the people 
of the United States and to the world, that they were 
revoked. When he issued that proclamation, he had 
no right to believe them revoked; if i'or no other rea¬ 
son, yet for this. That what was called a revocation 
was to take place in future, and on conditions —on 
certain acts to be previously performed by Great Bri¬ 
tain, which Mr. Madison had abundant mason to 
know would not be performed. The French minister 
in his letter to General Annstrong, in which (to use 
the words of Mr, Madison), “ the French government 
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declared that its decrees were revoked,” thus expresses 
himself—** I am authorized to declare to you, Sir, that 
the decrees of Berlin and Milan are revoked, and that 
after the Ist of November, they will cease to have 
effect, it being understood (bien entendu qne, on con-* 
dition or provided*), that in consequence of tiiis de¬ 
claration, the English shall revoke their Orders in 
Council, and renounce the new principles of blockade 
winch they have wished to establish.” Nothing can 
be more plain, than that before the French Emperor’s 
declared revocation could be a revocation in fact, it 
was necessary that the English, simply on that decla¬ 
ration, should first repeal their Orders in Council and 
renounce the new principles of blockade which the 
Emperor says, they wished to establish. Mr. Madison 
had abundant reason to know that the British w'ould 
not and could not comply with these conditions pre¬ 
scribed by the French Emperor; and therefore that, 
his declared revocation would never become a revoca¬ 
tion in fact; and it was not the promise but the/act 
of the revocation (or of such modification of the de¬ 
crees and orders as that they shall cease to violate the 
neutral commerce of the United States) which Mr. Ma¬ 
dison was bylaw authorized to declare by proclamation. 
And thus this solemn and most important act of the. 
Supreme Executive of the United States, appears to 
be alike destitute of legal authority and of truth. 

The President’s proclamation, and the unjust act 
of Congress which grew out of it at the close of the 
late session, called the non-importation act, cannot 


Mf. Madison knows, as every one acquainted with the French 
latigu^e knows, that bi<-n entendu que,'' by his translator rrn- 
dere^/'it being understood/' mean on eondUUm, unprovided 
that. 
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be of long continuance. The farmers and planters 
who raise * wheat and cotton, and those who deal in 
lumber and naval stores^ may for a while be satisfied 
with the vent they find for those articles in the British 
markets; but as the American merchants are forbidden 
by that law to bring back in return any articles 
of produce or manufacture ifrom the British domi¬ 
nions,—this one-sided traffic must soon come to an end ; 
and our ralers must be aware, that the people, as after 
their much long suffering under the embargo, will 
renew their murmurs and complaints. What scheme 
then can they contemplate to rid themselves of this 
embarrassment, and at the same time to satisfy the 
Emperor of Prance ? and what will completely an¬ 
swer these pmposes? A war with Great Britain. 
Our ** loving” friend Kapoleon declared such a war 
for us more than three years ago; but we w^e not 
then ripe for it. Now it is presumed to be practicable. 
The great commercial and agricultural state of New 
York, and Massachusetts the greatest navigating 
state ill the Union, have their governments in the 
hands of the devoted supporters of our national ad¬ 
ministration. Now then is the time to fasten upon our 
country the Napoleon-Jeffersonian system, the same 
which the French Emperor has established on the con¬ 
tinent of Europe— an entire prohibition of interconrse, 
commercial or otherwise, with Great Britain and all 
Mr dominions in the four quarters of the globe. A 
sung little war which may exist (not be carried on) 
without taxes or revenues will perfectly accomplish 
the object. War witli Great Britain at once shuts ouv 
ports to her and hers to us.' Such a war is the simplest 
mode imaginable to introduce and establish the perma¬ 
nent embargo. For the good people of the United 
*Hateswill not he so unreasonable as to complain that 
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th£y are not oG^w^ to trade with their enemies in 
war, 

A further developemeut of this scheme and the 
m^y reflections to which it will give rise (for it is a 
fruitful theme) would extend this address to too great 
a length, and must therefore be deferred. ^ 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


LETTER XVII. 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

In a former address, I made a remark of this 
kind: That Great Britain, pressed by a war unex¬ 
ampled in the annals of the world—all Europe being 
leagued sigainst her, Spain and Portugal excepted, 
which she was defending witl) her blood and trea¬ 
sure—was extremely unwilling to have tiie United 
States added to the number of her enemies: and that 
partly from a consideration of her intei'csts, and partly 
from the just contempt her Government must have felt 
lor the men who so ruinously and disgracefully admi¬ 
nistered ours (although it is inipossible the British 
Government should feel for them more contempt than 
the French Emperor has expressed and dashed in 
their yhees)—she shut her eyes against, or did not 
think it expedient to resent, iheir glaring partialities 
towar^^^ her formidable enemy, and, amid multiplied 
prffaid^ns of amicable dispositi&s, their marked ill- 
wi|^^d injurious acts towards herself. These provo- 
qi^ns on one side, and forbearance on the other, 
SitVe served only to encourage their aggravated repe¬ 
tition; until, at length, our Govenunent have ven- 



COLONEX. l^ICKERXKG^S BETTERS. 129 

iuYed to commit a direct act of war, I know that 
our Administration will say that the action between 
their frigate and the British sloop of war took place- in 
the dark) when Commodore Rodgers could hot know 
what ship be fought; their newspaper has already 
made their apology, or rather their justification. 
“ We understand (says the National Intelligencer) 
that the conduct of Commod,ore Rodgers, in repelling 
and chastising the attack so causelessly and rashly 
made on the United States frigate President, by the 
British ship of war the Little Belt,*’ has the appro¬ 
bation of the President of the United States. And 
therefore it was that I went into so minute an exami- 
fiation of the Commodore's official report of this 
affair; and 1 trust it has appeared that the action 
with the Little Belt was not accidental and by mis¬ 
take ; but the consequence of special orders intended 
to produce, not indeed precisely the action with the 
Little Belt, but an action with a British ship of war ; 
to be brought on, however, in such manner as might 
enable them to justify it to the great majority of the 
people, whom for a series of years they had found 
ready implicitly to believe their assertions. If Com¬ 
modore Rodgers had met with the British frigate 
Querrier, instead of the Little Belt, then he was to 
demand the impressed American, and if not deliver¬ 
ed up, to attack the Guerrier, and if successful (as 
expected; the frigate President being of force greatly 
superior to the Guerrier), then the Administration 
story w'ottld have bei^n, that after waiting near four 
years to receive sat^faction for the attack the 
Chesapeake, without obtaining it (although pre¬ 
vented solely by their own misconduct), they had 
now tsdceit satisfaction for themselves. But the ao«' 
tion of .the Little Belt will serve their purpose just a» 

1 
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well. Connecting the long chase with the circum¬ 
stances of the action, the proceedings on the part of 
the American frigate admit of no justification. It is 
impossible that it ^ould pass over without a demand 
on the part of Great Britain of an explanation and 
satisfaction; and as. satisfaction will be refused, war 
will ensue. 

A* 

** But what madness (it may be said) to provoke 
a war wkh Great Britain, when we have no fleet—no 
army—no* money in the treasury—^but a remnant of 
revenue from commc^e, and that to be annihilated 
as soon as war takes place—without taxes, or the 
courage to impose them—and without credit to bor¬ 
row, as any government must be, which is destitute 
of funds to pay regularly the interest and ensure the 
payment of the principal!” 

These, to be sure, would present, to ordinary 
statesmen, strong and insurmountable objections to 
war, but none to our wise and economical rulei’s. 
Ours will be the most simple and easily conducted 
war that was ever waged since nations began to quar¬ 
rel. This will be its fashion. The want of revenue 
will make it necessary to lay up our vessels of war, 
to rot in the warm fresh water of the Eastern Branch 
of the Potomack at Washington*. The small band 


^ Four or five years ago, a gentleman who had been in our navy 
in 1798 or 99, being at Washington, vrent to see the Navy Yard: 
some members of Congress were present. The gentleman made 
sojne observations unfavourable to it. A democratic member from 
Massaefi^ett^. too, made answer—^That^he preferred that place to 
all others, because our %»essels of war would no where else rot so 
soon! Airother democratic member of Congress, but from a 
southern state, within two years past, thus expressed himself to 
me: ** K all our tngi'.tes and armed vessels were collected toge¬ 
ther, and in flames, and by ^tting I could put out the fire, I 



C01A>N£L PICKERING'S JLETTERS. 131 


of troops called the army, will necessarily become 
still smaller. If the States possessed of seaports 
wish to defend them, their respeetive legislatiires 
must provide for the expence. If for want of an 
adequate defence they should be burnt—why so much 
the better. Mr. Jefferson, the ^lightened oracle of 
democracy, when objecting (as he formerly did ob¬ 
ject) to the establishment of manufactores in the 
United States, and considering them as j^e means of 
producing the condei&ed population which forms 
great cities, sagely remarked, that the mobs 
(meaning the mass of the population) of great cities 
add just so much to the support of pure government, 
as sores do to the strength of the human body*.'* 
Great cities are of course great sores; and for great 
and inveterate sores, cautery, or buraing, is an effec¬ 
tual operation. The want of revenue will also pre¬ 
vent the further payment of the public debt, or even 
the interest of it, but necessity has’ no law. The 
Government will profess extreme t^gret; and satisfy 
the people (except the public creditors) by ascribing 
their inability to pay to the unjust war waged agamst 
us by Great Britain, “ whose power (as Mr. Jiffer- 
son «ays) on the ocean is so ascendant," as to render 
commerce, our only material source of revenue, im¬ 
practicable. Many zealous partisans of the Admi¬ 
nistration will not think any apology to be needful: 

would not spit!’ 1 doubt not this member will recollect bis decla- 
taticu. I do not mention it as any reproach to kirn; beeanse I en¬ 
tertain for him the niobt sincere esteem us an honest and amiable 
man. But such was reallj his way of thiuking—iiow erroneously, 
niy fcl low-citizens in the comoierciai and navigating states will 
judge. 

* Notes on Vhr^m, answer to query 10. 

I 2 
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they will not hesitate to say openly, that the public 
4ebt in due chiefly to Ibiglishmen—and let them lose 
it, pr watt until apeaop shall enable the country to ful- 
flj. its obligations^. To the inhabitants of the sea- 

>* ' u * 

Madison, wben they became Presidents 
of the United, StaU^» aeyera% made professions of their political 
creeds, one a;fticle. of lyhich was the exact fulfilment of the na* 
tional engagements to pay the public creditors. But the man who 
originally opposed, and aft^wards e|ecrated the establishment of 
the system devised ftndmr thp administration of Washington for the 
boiKst payment of the public debts, cannot have any love for it; 
and will therefore not -^eve i^rmueh for the public inability to 
discharge tho**^ debts. What real regard to the public faith can 
be felt by the men whp deliberately do an act by which 
some innocent foreigners have, in effect, been defrauded of four 
hundred thousand dollars J Every body knows that Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son in the cabinet, and Mr. Madison and his other partisans in 
Oongrass, vebmnently opposed the establishment of the bank of 
the United States, under tbe pretence that it would be a violation 
of the constitution. Ip the cabinet Mr. Jefferson's sophistry was 
swept away by one motion of the masterly hand of Hamilton. 
The legal bugbears which the former had conjured up and group¬ 
ed tc^ether, to alarm the pure mind of Washington, who was not 
a lawyer* were dispfirsed by the light of truth emitted by Hamil¬ 
ton, like a morning Sag bi^ore the rising sun. This defeat was 
never forgotten by Mr, Jefferson and his partisans; and the first 
opportunity was seized to destroy the institution: and this was at 
the time when the term of the charter expired. But the United 
States originally possessed of stock in the bank to the amount of 
two millions of dollars, mnained, when Mr. Jefferson became 
President of the United States, the proprietors of 2220 shares at 
400 dollars each, prime cost, amounting to 888,000 dollars, and 
yielding an interest of more than eight- per emit, a year. Not- 
withstlii^dtng which, in less than a year^md a half (via, June 80, 
18^)]| 'Wken the revenues of the United States were rapidly in¬ 
creasing, and amply sufficient for the support of government and 
the regular payment of the public debts, Mr. Jefferson caused 
^Kfaose shares of bank stock to be sold. The institution devised by 
Hamilton, so wisely framed,^ and so fiuthfullyr apnageii* gpuaed 
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ports who have sabsisted by ti‘ade» and to seafaring 
men, they will say, We have immense, territories 
open for your reception ; tine lands, which wait only 
for hands to cultivate them. To such of them as do 
not incline to emigrate into the wilderness and be* 
come fanners, but remain attached to commerce, 
navigation, and the fisheries, they will say, Trade is 
out of the question; but the British merchant vessels 
monopolizing the commerce of the world, cover the 
ocean: fit out privateers—we will gl^e you commis* 
sions: make your fortunes, if you can j and by your 
prizes supply the habitual wants of the pecqple. By 
privateering too, you will show your patriotism; for 
the duties on your prize goods may furnish that quan¬ 
tity of revenue which will be indispensably necessary 
for the public officers, and pay the members of. Con¬ 
gress their wages. 

Thus it appears that for the contemplated passive 
tmr^ no funds will be necessary, not even our ordi¬ 
nary peace revenues. 

universal confidence, and its stock rose in price, so that a share 
which cost the United States but 400 dollars would sell for 580 
dollars, or 45 per cent, above par. Then ft was that Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son ordered the shares above mentioned f6 Ike sold; ai^ the sales 
brought into the trmiiury of the United States the sum of 
1,267,600 dollars. The purchasers were Englishmen^ who, by 
the dissolution of the bank of the United States, have thus lost 
400,000 dollars—or to be perfectly exact, 399,600 dollars, the 
diflference between the price they paid to Mr. lefferson for the 
United States, and the pri^ to whkdi tbe shares were reduced by 
the dissolttttou of the bmk—or the non-renewal of its charter 2 
an event which no man who regarded the public interest and the 
public faith, and still less foreigners, could have expected; but 
which the' circumstances I have stated leave lio room to doubt was 
contemplated by Mr. Jefferson and company, when they sold the 
United Slides' shares in the bank to those Englishmen; and wbicll 
therefore will be eomidered as a delibesate fraud. 
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If a war with Gre >t Britain should take p1ace» 
privateering will be the only mode of annoying on 
the part of the United States; and fortunes are al> 
ready enjoyed, in anticipation, to arise from the cap¬ 
tures of British vessels and merchandize. But this 
will prove a vain expectation. During a greater 
part of our revolutionary war, when Great Britain 
had to contend with the fleets of France, then pow¬ 
erful, and final|y those of Holland and Spain, pri¬ 
vateering was carried on successfully; but for the 
last year or two more fortunes were lost than gained. 
Experience had taught them a more effectual mode 
of securing their commerce. Our privateers and 
their prizes fell into the hands of the vigplant and 
more powerful British cruisers, and privateering 
proved a losing game. At the present time, what¬ 
ever remains > of the Spanish navy is on the side of 
Great Britain;' Fleets of France and Holland have 
been destroyed, and the remnants are kept shut up in 
their harbours; while the armed ships of Britain far 
outnumber those of the whole world beside. With 
such ample means at her command. Great Britain 
can sw^eep the ocean: and if she had desired the de- 
structioit .of our commerce, as carried cm by our own 
vessels, which her enemies among us (who are the 
real enemies too of our own country) pretend, she, 
long ere this time, might have destroyed it. 

I have just remarked, that in the projected war 
with Great Britain privateering will be the only 
mode of annoyance on the part Bf the United States: 
but shall we not take possession of the British domi¬ 
nions on our northern add eastern borders ? This has 
often been threatened: it is a part oi the bullying 
system in regard to Great Britain; but it ha& never 
been seriously ccmtemplated; knd such members of 
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Congress as I have heard mention it only made them- 
selves ridi(^ilous for the grave faces assumed for the 
occasion. It was repeatedly intimated in the earlier 
part of the session which commenced in the autumn 
of 1807, after the attack on the Chesapeake, when 
Mr. Jefferson had made a great bustle about prepa¬ 
rations for a war with Great Britain. This bustle 
was kept up in Congress, which teemed with hostile 
propositions towards that power; especially when the 
special mission of Mr. liose was knd^wn and his ar¬ 
rival expected, to make that satisfaction for the at¬ 
tack on the Chesapeake which the conduct of Mr. 
Jefferson had prevented being given in London. It 
was* weakly imagined that this noise of war would 
make an impression on the mind of Mr. Kose. Ge¬ 
neral Smith, in.the Senate, said, “ If the British 
minister arrives and sees the clangour pf prepartitions 
for war, his language, possibly, and tery probably 
will be veiy different from what it will be if he finds 
us reclining on the hopes of a continuance of peace. 
Within a week I expect a resolution will be brouglft 
into one house or the other, to raise 30,000 men. I 
wish the new minister who is coming may see that 
we are prepared for war.’*—Such a resolution, or a 
bill in form, was accordingly laid on om* tables, and 
there, with other similar abortive projects, slept 
through the session. Tlie conquest oi* Canada, I 
have said, was never seriously contemplated. The 
southern leadeis probably imagined that the threaten¬ 
ed invasion of that j^untry might influence tlie Bri¬ 
tish councils to yield to the demands of our Govern¬ 
ment; and unquestionably t^ey supposed their parti¬ 
sans in the northern States would be flattered by the 
project. But the northern States may rest assured, 
that it will be the last thing attempted by theitr 
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soutitkern frieads, or rather masters. The men who 
now rule the United States will never wittingly take 
any step which will add to the popnlation and power 
of the northern States. And Canada being on their 
borders, would, if conquered, naturally unite with 
them, and add to their weight in the decisions of 
great national questions. . 

But the folly of attempting the conquest of Canadat 
would be equal to the difficulty of achieving it. 
From the Bntish power in that quarter, we have 
nothing to apprehend: but if Canada were to fall 
into the bands of France, we should have every thing 
to fear. And if the conquest were to be made by the 
United States, the country, either by force or trea¬ 
chery, would be transferred to France. To main¬ 
tain the possession against the attempts of Great 
Britain to reconquer it, would require an army sind 
expenditure.^ surpassing our whole present mili¬ 
tary establishm^t. But it would be in still greater 
danger from France, whence might slip out a force 
sufficient to wrest it from our hands—if undelt siich 
administrations as have governed us for the last ten 
years any resistance should be made. The reason 
imperiously urged by the French Government to that 
of Spain, in the year 1800, for the retrocession of 
Louisiana, was, ** that Louisiana was an ancient pos¬ 
session of France.” So was Canada; and were it 
once in our hands, its restoration to France would be 
as imperiously demanded of the United States, us 
was the province of Louisiana q( Spain. And would 
such an administration as Mr. JWerson's or Mr. Ma¬ 
dison’s, which has so long been cringing at the feet 
of Bonaparte, resist the demand ? Certainly not. 
But let France possess herself of Canada, and then 
what adcUtional demsoids would be made? The 
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northern parts of New York, the western parts of 
Pennsylvania, the State of Ohio, the territoiies of 
Indiana, Michigan, and Illinois, the States of Ken¬ 
tucky and Tennessee, the Mississippi territory, and 
the whole of Louisiana westward of the Mississippi, 
would also be in like manner demanded; for in all 
these vast regions Prance once had militaiy posts or 
settlements; and she would claim and demand all of 
them as “ her ancient possessionsand with as good 
right as she demanded and compelled the Spanish 
Government to regrant Louisiana. But Canada re¬ 
maining in the hands of Great Britain, she will keep 
fast shut and bolted that northern door, by which the 
French would eutei* ahd repossess her ancient territo¬ 
ries, and then, by the joint operation of intrigue, 
corruption, and .force, attempt the subjugation of the 
whole United States. Instead, therefore, of* our at¬ 
tempting- the conquest of Canada, sound policy 
would require Jts being kept in the hands of Great 
Britain. 

But although our southern rulers will never, by con¬ 
quest or otherwise^ voluntarily add to the strength of 
the northern section of the United States, they will 
not hesitate to increase that of the southern section, 
with or without right. Hence the measure as base as 
it was unjust, of taking possession of West Florida, 
a country to which (as 1 shall take occasion to show) 
tve have no title, and we should not have attempted, 
had not tlie distressed and enfeebled condition of 
Spain, oppressed ^d overrun by the armies of Eu¬ 
rope’s tyrant, rend^ed her incapable of sending thither 
an adequate military force for its protection. With 
the like unrighteous views the conquest of East Flo¬ 
rida will be undertaken; and this by the very men, 
who for so many years have been raising a hue and 
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cry ftgainst Great Britain for asking* <lie surrender, 
and on refusal for taking the Danish fleet, to prevent 
its falling (as it would immediately have fallen) into 
the hands of her implacable and formidable enemy. 
The British, at war for their existence, took from the 
Danes some twenty vessels of war, and tlie rulers of 
die United States, while we are at peace with all the 
world, under a flimsy pretence of title, seize one Spa¬ 
nish province, and without even that pretence, or any 
other which will bear the light, appear to be preparing 
to seize and by force of arms to take possession of 
another. But the taking of East Florida will coin¬ 
cide with and render more complete, the grand object 
of the projected war with Great Britain, the putting 
nn end to all commerce and intercourse with the British 
dominions^ in correspondence with the French Empe¬ 
ror’s system for destroying the only power which can 
eflectiially eoni^ul hils march to universal empire. By 
taking possession of East Florida, whose waters unite 
with those of the United States, they will prevent the 
jrenewal of that traffic which during former arbitrary 
restrictions imposed by Congress 6n our commerce, 
was so advantageously carried on by the citizens of 
Georgia. British vessels entered the Spanish har¬ 
bours adjacent to St. Mary’s, and there received the 
cotton for which the Georgians so much wanted a 
market. 

Another most important object and effect of the 
projected war will be the cutting off all supplies of 
grain, rice, flour, beef, pork, ai^ fish from Spain 
and Portugal, for whose calamities inflicted by the 
French Emperor, our rulers manifested no sympathy; 
but on th6 contrary, they and their genuine adherents 
appeared to anticipate with pleasure the subjugation 
of those countries by the universal tyrant, and which 
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has been hitherto prevented by the great and effeptual 
assistance’ of Great ^litain. Our sagacious patriots, 
with Messrs. Jefferson and Madison at their head» 
have formerly believed that the United States, by 
withholding their supplies of provisions could produce 
a famine in the British dominions in Europe and the 
West Indies; and 1 do not know that experience has 
yet cured them of this folly. Be this as it may, tliey 
undoubtedly suppose, that Spain and Portugal, for 
several years the theatres of a mos^^ destructive war, 
ravaged by the French armies and unavoidably much 
exhausted by their brave defenders, will be incapable 
of further resistance, if supplies from the United 
States be withheld. French cruisers have already 
captured and destroyed our vessels laden with provi¬ 
sions and destined to the ports of Cadiz and Lisbon, 
and those captures as well as other the tnost horrible 
French outrages on our neutral rights, find zealous 
advocates amOng the adherents of our adminis¬ 
tration. 

Thus it appeal^, that a war w'ith Great Britain is 
calculated to produce all the effects which the French 
Emperor could desire, in the full ex|)ectation that it 
will hasten her downfall, and at the same time reduce 
the United States to beggary, and leave them a de¬ 
fenceless pi’ey to his insatiable ambition. Such sub- 
senuency to the views of Prance, of which I have in 
the course of these addresses given ample proofs, is, 
as it respects Mr. Madison in particular, now con¬ 
firmed by Robeit Smith, late secretaiyr of state, in 
his pamphlet just published in vindication of his re¬ 
signation. And if a great majority of the people 
continue their blind confidence in their rulers, (Mr. 
Madison and his partisans, with Mr. Jefiferson at 
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their head), such wilt be the fatal result of the mea¬ 
sures tliey have planned and will pursue. 


TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


LETTEftXVIII. 

FEELOW CITIZENS, 

In my first ^dress I anticipated the scurrility 
aicainst me with'which the vehicles of slander and 
falsehood have since teemed. And if in giving you 
some traits of the characters of your rulers for the 
last ten^ears, and of the leaders of democracy, my 
sole or primary view had been to hold them up as 
objects of scorn and contempt, their unprincipled ad¬ 
vocates 'might, with at least “ the plausible appear¬ 
ance of a probability,” have ascribed it to unjusti¬ 
fiable resentment or malice. But apart from the 
public mischiefs, the deep injuries Izrought ujmn our 
country by the misconduct of these meu, they would 
not have attracted so much of my allention as to have 
drawn from me a single expression of reproach or 
censure. If their mismanagement of public affairs 
could have been ascribed to weakness, then commis- 
seration and regret that these had been intrusted to 
incompetent hands, would alone have been expressed. 
But they have been held up to your view as men of 
enlightened minds, and your two Presidents particu¬ 
larly, as political luminaries of the first magnitude, 
and patriots of the purest order. Hence they have 
received your implicit and unbounded confidence. 
And hence the evils which oppress the counti7. 
And hence the necessity of exhibiting these men in 
their true characters; to convince you that they were 
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never entitled to your. confidence; and that this 
must be withdrawn^ or the country, eveu now oil the 
edge of the precipice, will be plunged into an abyss 
of min. I will therefore proceed in my work, re¬ 
gardless of calumhy, and of all the puprsonal conse¬ 
quences of a determined opposition to fraud, decep«> 
Aion and treachery, whei^j^ver they appear, and to 
that baseness of fear and servility which, in ralers, 
may be equally fatal to the liberties and indepcnd- 
•nce of our countiy,—The subject, of the following 
address will be, 

PRESIDENT MADISON S SUBSERVIENCY TO 

FRANCE. 

At the close, of my last address 1 remarked, that 
the subserv iency of our rulers to the views of France, 
of which I had indeed given ample proofs, was as it 
respected Mr. Madison in particular j^w confirmed 
by Mr. Smith, .late Secretary of State, in the pam¬ 
phlet he had just published in vindication of his 
resignation. This attachment and devotion of Mr. 
Madison to France are of ancient date. The French 
Minister in Philadelpl^, in the last years of our re¬ 
volutionary war, had acquired such an ascendancy 
in Congress (of which Mr. Madison was then a 
member) as almost to dictate the resolutions tliey 
should adopt, as fai* as they were peculiarly interest¬ 
ing to France. It was this French influence in 
Congress which procured the disgraceful instmctions 
to our ministers, Messrs. Adams, Franklin, and Jay, 
** to make the most candid and- confidential comma- 
nicaticms upon all subjects to the niini^rs of oxu* 
generous ally, the King of France, to undertake 
nothing in the negociations for peace or truce, witb^ 
out their knowledge and coucurreucer oaul uUmatefy 
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to GOVERN ^emselves hy their advice and opinion.^' 
FroM the fatal consequences of this absolute snbmis-' 
sion to the French court, the United States were 
saved by the penetration, wisdom, indexible integrity 
and patriotism of Mr. Jay; for Dr. Franklin was 
disposed to be governed by the instructions; and Mr. 
Adams was in Holland, until after the basis of the* 
treaty of peace, between the United States and 
Great Britain had been formed by Mr. Jay, with the 
British ministeiy^Mr. Oswald. 1 have formerly 
mentioned, that wlien Mr. Adams arrived in Paris he 
heartiy co-operated with Mr. Jay. Dr. Franklin 
also had previously concurred with Mr. Jay—after 
the latter, refusing to degrade himself and his coun* 
try by placing both in the power of the French 
minister, and induced the British^ government to 
send Mr. Oswald a new commission, empowering 
him to treaty with us, not as colonies, but as the 
independent'United States of America. 

But although the terms of the treaty of peace thus 
obtained were advantageous to the United States, 
perhaps ’beyond the expectations of the most san¬ 
guine, yet many members of Congress were extremely 
dissatisfied-r-sbecause the French court was displeased 
—because the treaty had been made without the 
advice, and contrary to the interes|ed opinion and 
wishes of the French ministers—and because our 
negociators regarded the dignity and great interests 
of their country more than instructions by which 
both were laid prostrate at the feet of the ministers 
of France. Among these partisans of France in 
the Congress of that day, no one, perhaps, was 
more conspicuous than Mr. Madison; and were 
his conduct at that time fully displayed, his servi¬ 
lity now would appear to be a continuation of his 
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early attachment and devotion to France, at the 
expence jof the honour and the interest o^^’ his 
country. 

My information on the subject is to this effect: 
That there were three points for yv;|)ich the inde* 
pendent patriots of the day strenuously contended. 
First, that our independence should be considered as 
a given pointy and that Great Biitain should, at tfte 
outset, treat with us as independent states ; it being 
considered ihat to enter on a negoc^tioti without this 
admission, would be to descend fr^m the high and 
honourable ground of indpendence, to the former 
condition of colonies; and also be the means of 
prolonging the war; for -the direct object of our 
alliance wnth jPrance being to maintain effectually 
the liberty, sovereignty and independence, absolute 
and unlimited, o*f the United States ^s soomas that 
object should be obtained-—in other ^ords, as soon 
as Great Britaip should acknowledge and treat us as 
independent, the United States would have no reason, 
on their own account, to continue the war. But 
France, and Spain, which finally became a party in 
the war, might have, and in fact had, other objects 
of their own to accfimplish, by a continuance of the 
war; and therefore the French court so earnestly 
endeavoured to prevent our insisting upon the admis¬ 
sion of our independence as a preliminarg to our 
commencing a negociation with Great Britain.— 
Tw^o other points were in like manner insisted on 
by the same indpendent patriots-^’^om right to the 
fisheries, and our claims to boundaries, which were, 
westward as far as the Mississippi; with the free 
navigation of that river. And a member of the Old 
Congicss has stated to me, that against these most 
important claims, the French minister in Phiiadel- 
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remonstrated by memorials to Congi*ess; that 
Mr^^Madison supported these memorialsand that 
to prevent our negotiators in Paris insisting on those 
three points, the disgracefiil instructions before quoted 
were ultimat^ giveu; by which they were igno- 
miuiously placW under the cUrection and their country 
at the mercy of the French Prime Minfeter, the 
Count de Vergennes; and “ that when the treaty 
[of peace] admitting and securing those great pointa 
was received, ^JMr. Madison] was the leader of 
the opposition in Congress to its being ratified; be¬ 
cause those points were obtained without fhe concur¬ 
rence and against the vi^vaof Yergemies., And that 
he [Madison] e\^ contended that it should be sent 
back to France for the consent of V^gennes before 
the ratification.” T9iat there was .a zealous opposi¬ 
tion to* the ra|ification of the treaty, on the grounds 
above mentkiped, is unquestionable. A .vote of 
censure against Mr. Adams and Mr. Jay was not 
obtained, but conversing onco on thi^i subject, and 
mentioning a report made by the tbefi Secretary for 
Foreign Afiairs (Chancellor Livingston) against the 
treaty, or the conduct of the negociators, Mr- Adams 
told me that he actually a letter of r^roof 

from the ^cretaryand that it was then among his 
papers at Quincy. Why the French government 
was so strenuously opposed to the concessions of the 
three points above mentioned, on the^ pai't of Great 
Britain, will hereafter be s^ewn. 

spirit of devotion, abject servility to** 
wards France, combined with hostility to England, 
hasaince been ctmspicuous in Mr. Madison. It was 
memifested in the virulent opposition given by him 
and his associates {doid>tless having Mr. Jefiferson ai 
theiv guide* and head) to; the teei^ of amity and. 
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coiiimerce with Great Britain, negotiated by lH^r. 
Jay in 17194. The French government affected to 
consider it as equivalent to a treaty of alliance with 
Great Britain, to which the rights and intel^sts of 
France were sacrificed; than which nothing was 
more unfi)nnded and false. The same spirit is mani¬ 
fested in the Whole of Mr. Madison's correspondence 
with the Secretary of State, in ** his enli^itened and 
zealous participation** in Mr. Jefferson's system of 
measures, and in his continuing to I^||pne them since 
he succeeded in the Presidency. 

In his answer to the Tammany Society of Balti¬ 
more, dated May 25,180&, Jefie^n said, ** The 
hope you express, that my Accessor will continue in 
the same system of measures, iS guaranteed, as far as 
fhture circumstattc^.will permit by his enlightened 
and zealous anticipation in them heretofore,' and 
by the happy pacification he b now ’ ejecting for 
ns,” This happy pacificaticm (as I have heretofore 
remarked) was the deoeitfiil anrangement with the 
British MinisCer, ^r. Ihskhie, fi>r settlit&g the a^ii’s 
of the Chesapeake^ and the revocation of the British 
Orders in Council. Ixt^d, H riecef^/, beeause I 
believe that the apd insiilting clat||a which, 

we have understood,^ actually prevented its ratification 
by the King of Chreat Britain, was iUserted on pur* 
pose and in full expectation diat it would produce 
that effect. We now find, by the pamphlet of Mr 
Robert Smith, tliat the dfiensive elau^ was contrary 
to Jiis ideas of propri<d;y, proposed Bnd insisted on 
Mr. Madison himse^. 

While so ready to use offensive and insulting km* 
guage' to the Britirii government; or, to use rite 
words of Mr. Snti^^ib address to it sentiments not 
recwicikrfae to tiwt d^ed decoroiu which 
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comity [courtesy] of govemmeuts in their intercourse 
lirith each other ought to observe ;** we have now the 
evidence of Mr. Smith, that Mr. Madison forbade the 
sending to General Armstrong even the moderate 
animadversions which lie had prepared, upon the 
most instiltihg letter that was ever addressed by one 
government to another—^the Letter of the French 
Minister, the Duke de Cadore, of February 14th, 
1810; in which, after a train of contemptuoiis re¬ 
proaches, he ^^acterizes those who administer our 
government, a?‘‘ ipen without just political views, 
without honour, without energy,” To this grossest 
of iiiisnlts Mr. Madison would not hazard expressing 
to that <foveri&ient the'lightest resentment, or sensi¬ 
bility ; nor make the least complaint of the peiftdious 
seizure of millions of American property in Frendi 
ports: seizures whose atrocity w^as aggravated by 
the groundless pretences and palpable falsehoods, by 
which the French minister attempted to justify them. 
Instead of giving scope to the just resentments yvhicli 
such a letter could not fail to excite in every inde¬ 
pendent mind; and to the indignant language of a 
man feeling for his own honour, and for the dignity 
and interests of his countiy,^%hich his duty as Chief 
Magist^te imperiously required him to assert and 
maintain, he contented himself with a pitiful, evasive 
paragraph inserted his special direction, in a letter 
from Mr. Smith to General Armstrong, his Minister 
to the'French Court. Here it is ^—** As tiie John 
Adams is daily expected, and as your further commu¬ 
nications by her will better enable me to adapt to the 
actual state of our aftairs with the French Govern¬ 
ment, the observations proper to be made in rcl^ion 
to their seizure of our property and to the Letter of 
the Duke of Cadore of the Idtli Febmary, it i$ hy 
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the President deemed expedient not to makef at this 
time, any such animadversions, 1 cns^not, howeve|p 
forbear iDformin^ you, that a high indiguatiozi is fait 
by the President, as well as by the public, at this act 
of violence on our property, and at the outrage, l^th 
in the language and the matter, of the Letter of the 
Duke de Cadore, so justly pourtrayed in your note to 

him of the 10th of March.”-This parar 

praph 1 call evasive, because, by postponing the strong 
and dignilied feuionstraiice and demand of reparation 
which the insult and injury requirt^ to be instantly 
made, it was evidently intended by this course, 
iinally to omit doing either. And why, seeing Mr. 
Madison was not insensible to the ini^lt and injury, 
would he put off for a moment, and finally omit (as 
from Mr. Smith's statement we are authorized to 
conclude he has oniitted) to vindicate the honour of 
our government and the rights of our plundei*ed 
citizens? To what can such ignominious subser¬ 
viency to Prance, such unspeakable basenesa* and ser¬ 
vility be ascribed ? To what, but a pusiHanimity 
which utterly disqualifies him for the high station lie 
occupies—or a treachery which demands his im« 
peaclimeut and renio’%1? Who that is not alike 
base or treacheimis, or both, can approve^iis con¬ 
duct, and support and praise such a man ? Who not 
alike contemptible can withhold his contempt. 

The character of the seizure of American properly 
aI)ove refeiTcd to demands a special consideration. 
The robbeiies and piracies committed by the orders 
of the French Pinperor, and the instances of his 
wanton destruction of our vessels and their cargoes, 
by burning and sinking them on llu* high seas, (an 
outrage wliieh the gentle Mr. Madisou calls “ the 
most distresshiy ol’ all the modes by which the belli- 
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gerents exert force contrary to right”) have been so 
numerous and for so long time familiar to us, they 
have ceased to excite surprise, and almost to rouse 
resentment. 

On the of March, 1809, when the Jeffersonian- 
Napoleon Bmbargo—(the delight of the French 
Fmperor—the ol^ect of scorn and contempt to 
England—and to ourselves only tenible and ruinous) 
«*—had been fourteen months in operation; our rulers, 
convinced of ii^ ineiHcacy in regard to Great Britain, 
and dreading the consequences of popular discontents, 
which had rapidly increased; yet too proud to ac¬ 
knowledge the folly of the measure, sought a retreat 
in the Non^lntercourse Law-^o. law which forbade 
all commercial intercourse vrith Great Britain and 
Ireland, ‘ their colonies or dependencies^ and with 
France and her colonies or dependencies, or with any 
place in possession of eith^; while it opened the 
doors of commerce to all the world beside. And to 
render this prohibition complete, it was enacted, 
that all vessels sailing under the flag of Great Britain 
or France, which, after the ^Oth of May 1809, should 
enter the ports of the United States, should be seized 
and condemned. But it wra known to our rulers, 
while iley affected, in the terms of the law, still 
absolutely to restrain our commerce with those tWo 
powers, that they would receive indincthf all the 
stqiplies they could desire from the United States, 
and that by the usual management in trade we 
should, receive flrom them such of their products and 
mimi^actures as should be very necessary for us. In 
words this measure wore the appearance of equality 
and impartiality towards the two belligerents^ but 
like every other measure of the kind, it was equal 
and impartial only in appearemce^ France had no 
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merchant vessels to enter oor ports---Great Britain 
had many; and it was a^inst Great Britain excln- 
sively that this prohibition was calcnlated to bear. 
Further, the dependencies” of Great Britain were 
her colonies and conquests over which she exercised 
direct and positive dominion. France possessed some 
similar dependencies,” But she had also other 
dependencies, of greater extent and importance— 
countries and states which she had conquered, at by 
fraud and violence had seized, whose immediate 
mlers were kings, appointed by the French Emperor 
himself. Such were Spain, Naples and Holland; 
countries which our Executive rulers chose, in viola- 
. tion of the truth of facts known to them and the 
world, to consider and treat as independent states, 
while their pageapt kings implicitly obeyed their 
creator, Bonaparte, and decreed justice or injustice 
at his will. But this very cunning contrivance, to 
favour France (for that I believe was its object more 
than to enlarge the sphere of our commerce) by 
facilitating the introduction of all the supplies it 
needed, and which the United States could furnish, 
proved to our merchaqto a snare in which were sur¬ 
prized and caught, some millions of their property— 
never to be set free. For after the lapse of ayear (to 
wit, on the 28d of March, 1810) the French Emperor 
at BambouiHet, issued a Decree, founded on this 
Non-intercourse Law, ordering to be seized and sold 
all American vessels which had entered or should enter 
the ports of France and her dependencies after the 
20th of May 1809. And the French Minister, the 
Duke de Cadore, assigned to General Armstrong 
the provisions of the Nondntercourse Law, and the 
rnannei' of its ejeecution by mr Executive as the 
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Emperor’s reasons for his Rambouillet Decree. He 
says. 

The Emperor had applauded the g^eneral Em¬ 
bargo”- ** The act of the 1st of March has raised 

the embargo, and substituted for it a measure the 
most injurious to the interests of France. This ai!t, 
of which the Emperor knew nothing until very lately, 
interdicted to American vessels the commerce of 
Prance, at the time it authorized that to Spain, 
Naples, and Holland ; tliat is to say, to the countries 
under French influence: [in other words, the de¬ 
pendencies of France] and denounced confiscation 
against all French vessels which should enter the 
ports of America. Reprisal was a right, and com¬ 
manded by the dignity of France.” See the Duke 
de Cadore’s Letter of August 5, 1810, to General 
Armstrong. In a former letter, (that of February 
14, 1810,) the Duke had told General Armstrong, 
** That as soon as his Majesty was informed of this 
measure [the Non-intercourse Law of March I, 
1801>,] he considered himself bound to other reprisals 
on American vessels not only in his territory, but 
likewise in the countries which are under French 
influence. In the ports of Holland, of Spain, of 
Italy, of Naples, American vessels have been seized, 
because the Americans have seized French vessels.” 
The nature of reprisal is well known, and was em¬ 
phatically exprested to General Armstrong on this 
occasion: “If you [the United States] confiscate 
French property under the Law of Non-intercourse, 
they wHi cbnfiscate your property under their Ram- 
bouiUet Decree.” 

I am well aware that the reaaons assigned by the 
French Minister for the Rambouillet Decree are but 
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Jnhe pretences. Lying formal^ organized lying 
is a part of the French Emperor’s Siystem of gbveni- 
iiient, as the plunder of American commerce is 
within the scop^of his policy.”* But those who still 
affect to believe In his promises—who, like the Pre¬ 
sident and Congress of the United States, pass laws 
and issue proclamations founded on the promises and 
declarations of the Emperor Napoleon, whose open 
violation of the law of nations and of his treaty with 
the United States, Mr. Madison had himself publicly 
stated; whose utter disregard of truth, whose perfidy 
and complicated crimes can in modern times find no 
parallel, and which have been manifest to them and 
to the world—such men, 1 say, who have had the 
evidence of his falsehood and perfidy before their 
eyes—evidence received and read by the President, 
and by him laid before Congress: such men cannot 
consistently object to the Emperor’s iniquitous per¬ 
version of their ,own acts, and offering them as rea¬ 
sons for his robbeiies; for they still continue to 
trust him. 

* “ The most extraordinary' phenomenon ever known——a 
moral prodigy unexampled in the history of mankind, is now ex¬ 
hibited in France. I mean the regular, systematic, elaborate 
organization of falsehood, as the basis of the government, and 
the sml of all its public acts. “ Faber's Sketches of the Internal 
State of France, quoted in the Anmncan Review for April, 1811 ." 

.\t the close of my seventh address, without having then seen 
this number of the American Review, and without having advmrted 
to any conformity of principles in govemmeart in the Chief of the 
French F^pire, and the late Chief of the United States, I remark, 
ed, ** That Mr. Jefferson had learned with what facility a imtion 
might be deceived. And that so conformable was his practice to 
this idea, it was manifested in so many of his acts— Deception 
might be considered as tlw operative principle of his adrainis. 
tiation." 
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Among the papers laid by tiie President before 
Congress at the commencement of the .last session^ 
was a letter of July 5, 1810, confirming what had 
been said in his letter of June 5th froi^ Mr. Secretary 
Smith to General Armstrong,, in which is the follow- 
ing passage; As has been hitherto stated to yon, a 
satisfactory provision for restoring the property lately 
surprized and ^zed [under the Kambouillet Decree] 
by the order or at the instance of the French govern¬ 
ment, must be combined with a repeal of the French 
edicts, with a view to a non-intercourse with Great 
Britain ; such a provision being an indispemtahle 
evidence of the just purpose of France towards the 
United States.** But notwithstanding this detenni- 
nation of the President on the 5th of June and July, 
without any restoration of the property so surprized 
and seized, and without any provision for such resto¬ 
ration; nay, after a positive declaration by the 
French government that it was taken as a reprisal, 
and that ** Uie law of reprisal must goveni ;’** that is, 
absolute confiscation. Kotwithstanding all this, and 
without an actual repeal of the French Decrees, and 
only upon the declaration of the most faithless of 
human beings, that those Decrees w^ould be repealed 
on certain conditions^ one of which (the previous re¬ 
vocation of the British Orders in Council) it remain¬ 
ed exclusively with the British Government to per¬ 
form, but which Mr. Madison knew would not be 
performed (because as earfy as the 31st of August, 
1810, the British Secretary of State wrote to our 
Minister in London, that before such revocation of 
the Orders iu Council could take place ** the Repeal 


* General Armstrong's Letter of September 10, 1810, to Mr. 
Secretary Smith. 
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tlie French Decrees must actually luive taken 
«^c^’]^~,notwilhstanding all these things, Mr. Ma¬ 
dison issued his proclamation declaring Hiat ** the 
Edicts of France violating the neutral commerce of 
the United States had (on the 1st of November last) 
been so reToked as to cease to have that effect!’' 
Thus proclaiming to the United States and to the 
world as a facty what he did not know to be a fact; 
on the contrary, what the official evidence in his 
possession required him to believe w'as not fact; 
and in proclaiming which, as a factj he must know'- 
ingly have disregarded the essential provision of the 
law of congress under which he professed to act, 
and from which alone could be derived the authority 
to declare the Non-intercourse Law to be revived 
against Great Britain. 

Let us now see in what manner Mr. Madison gives 
to Congress information of the atrocious Kamboiiillet 
Decree, by which millions of American property 
have been seized and confiscated. Having men¬ 
tioned the (pretended) revocation of the Berlin and 
Milan Decrees, he says, “ It would have well ac¬ 
corded with the conciliatory views indicated by this 
proceeding on the part of France, to have extended 
them to all the grounds of just complaint w^hich now 
remain unadjusted with the United States. It was 
particularly anticipated that, as a further evidence of 
Just disposition towards them, restoration would have 
been immediately made of the property of our citi¬ 
zens seized under a misapplication of the principle 
of reprisals, combined with a mis-constmetion of the 
law of the United States. This expectation has not 
been fulfilled.”* So gentle and so mild is the Pre- 


* Message to Congress, December 5,1810. 
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sident of the United States in giving to Congress 
information of tiiis flagitious act of the French Em¬ 
peror; when, if he had felt as a man, as an inde¬ 
pendent citizen, much more if he had possessed any 
consciousness of the duty, with the honest resolution 
to perform it, of the Chief Magistrate of the Unitetl 
States, charged with the preservation and defence of 
their dignity, and of the rights and interests of their 
citizens—he would have burned with indignatimi in 
reciting this abominable robbery, and the false and 
insulting pretences upon which it was committed* 
But did Mr. Madison really anticipate” and ** ex¬ 
pect” the restoration of tlie millions of American pro¬ 
perty seized and confiscated under the Rambouillet 
Decree ? If he did, then his childish credulity de¬ 
monstrates his utter incapacity to manage the afiairs 
of the nation. If he did not anticipate and expect that 
restoration, then he is chargeable with the most de¬ 
testable vice in a solemn address to Congress—an 
address too at the opening of the session, when full 
and precise information of the state of the great affairs 
of the nation is particularly expected, and it is the 
President’s constitutional duty to render. On the 
1st of March, 1809, Congress, for injuries alleged to 
have been received from France and Great Britain, 
continue a law forbidding American vessels to enter 
their ports, and pass a law (the Non-intercourse Law) 
to exclude from our ports the merchant vessels of 
those two nations; and giving eighty days notice of 
this exclusion, declare that if after that time any of 
them ^er the ports of the United States, they shall 
be seized and confiscated. What was tlie conduct 
of»Great Britain on this occasion ? Her vessels con¬ 
iform to the laws, and abstain from coming to our 
ports. Neither do any French merchant vessels 
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«nter our ports— fwne wete expect^ to entef—they 
have no' merchant vessels which cross the Atlantie, 
At len^lh the law expires hy its own limitation, and 
many of our yessels are taken and carried in, or vo> 
limtarily enter the ports of France and her depen¬ 
dencies : that is of Holland and Naples, of Italy and 
such of the ports of Spain as were in the possession of 
Prance. But vastly greater numbers of our vessels 
enter the British ports. What treatment do they re¬ 
ceive from the two nations? In all the British 
dominions they are perfectly safe. They sell and 
buy with perfect freedom, and come away when they 
please. In France and her dependent states they 
are seized and confiscated. But marie the singular 
perfidy and flagrant injustice of the French Emperor. 
The Non-intercourse Law was published in the Ame¬ 
rican newspapers which are sent to Prance. • General 
Armstrong, with sufficient promptitude,” (as he in¬ 
forms us) delivers an ofificial copy of the law to the 
French Government. A whole year or more elapses 
without any complaint against the law. Then the 
Emperor secretly passes a Decree (the Rambouillet 
Decree of March 23d, 1810) to take effect—not sixty 
or eighty days after it should be made public—but 
from the 20th of May 1809, ten months before the 
Decree was made! oidering all American vessels 
which after the 20th of May had entered or should 
enter the ports of his empire, or of his colonies, or of 
the countries occupied by his arms, to be seized and 
sold. And in order to enlarge the sphere of this hor¬ 
rible outrage, to draw more vessels within his grasp, 
the Emperor keeps the Decree in his pocket until 
the 14th May, 1810, when it is published in his news¬ 
papers j and this appears to have been the first notice 
obtained of it by the American Miokter at his court 1 
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The Emperor had previously prepared to spring hii 
net. Four commissionett were sent to Holland to 
take possession of the American property to be found 
there; while his royal brewers and agents were doing 
the same thing in Spain, Italy, and Naples. Thta 
whole scene of nnequalled perfidy, treachery, and 
iniquity, wa« communicated to our executive by 
General Armstrong, in his Letter of May 24th, 1810. 
And yet with the full knowledge of all this, Mr. 
Madison has the audacity to inform Congress, that 
be “ anticipated" and ** expected" the property thus 
perfidiously, treacherously, and iniqnitously seized, 
rnnfiscated and sold, would be restored, as an evi- 
•ence of the just disposition of the French Emperor 
towards the United States! What could induce Mr. 
Madison, in the exercise of one of his most solemn 
>nd important duties to make to Congress, to the 
ation and to the world, a declaration which, on a 
’»ew of die facts and circumstances here stated, must 
evidently appear to be unfounded and false ? The 
.nswer to this question, witli additional reflections, 
Alii appear in my next address. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


LETTER XIX. 

FELLOW CITIZENS, 

In 1^ address, I exhibited the perfidious, 
treacher^, and iniquitous character of the seizure 
and confiscation of a multitude of Ameidcan vessels 
awd^^ ^rgoes by the French Emperor, in France, 
^iuin, Holland, Italy and Naples, under the pr^ 
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tence of retaUceting for some provisions of tfee Non-in¬ 
tercourse Law of March 1lt| 1809, a law approved 
by Mr. Jefferson among the last acts of his adminis¬ 
tration. 1 stated, from Mr. Madison's oWn eommu- 
nications to Congfress the Declaration of tiie French 
Government, that this seizure being an act of re¬ 
prisal, the law of reprisal must govern’V—that is, an 
in*evocable condemnation of the property. Mr. Mad- 
dison knew also, by past events that the restoration 
of property so seized and confiscated, was hopeless; 
and particularly for a reason formerly given him in 
another case, by General Armstrong; That the 
amount of property at that time seized was so great, 
as alone to remder hopeless all attempts at saving it. 
Mr. Madison, as well as every other man of infor¬ 
mation in the United States, well knows that the right 
and the wrmig, in any case, is never a question with 
the French Emperor; bat merely what he should get 
or lose by anyof his acts. Notwithstanding all which, 
Mr. Madison dared to inform Congress, that he had 
anticipated" and “ expected" the property so seized, 
by an act of retaliation, and to a vast amount, would 
be restored*! What could induce hin^ to make this 


* We are just now informed, that the French Emperor has or¬ 
dered to be released sixteen American vessels which had volunta* 
rily entered the French gorts since the 1st of November, 1810, 
on which day, as President Madison had declared, the Berlin 
and Milan Decrees had been repealed.^ On the faith of this Pro¬ 
clamation, unwarranted by law and unsupported by fact, a small 
number of (chiefly, if not wholly, small vessels,) ventured to enter 
the ports of France. These the French Emperor caused to be 
seized ; and after holding them for many months under seques- 
trittion, he has been gradotulg pleased to restore them to the 
consignees, with permiaion to seB their cargoes, but obfiging 
them, after paying enormous duties on them, to take, in return, 
taro third$ of the proceeds of the sales in French riUa ! Such is 
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declaration, which from the face and circumstanced 
exhibited in the prece^^ number must evidently ap¬ 
pear to be unfounded and false, I am now to inquire 
and explain. 

It will be recollected that I have represented Mr. 
Jefferson and his leading partisans, who have risen to 
power by deceiving the people, as having seized upon 
their general prejudices in favour of FVance and 
against England (prejudices which were the result 
of our revolutionary war) as the surest means of ac¬ 
quiring popularity. While France, under the name 
of a Republic, appeared to be struggling in a ter¬ 
rible revolution, to establish a free government, she 
enjoyed the good wishes of all the people of the 
United States: men of all parties joined in bidding 
her God's speed Some few there were, indeed, who, 
wise by the lesson of history, or in their own profound 
reflections, saw nothing in the French revolution 
which could lead to so happy a conclusion. They 
foretold, and we see their predictions verified, tJiat it 
would end in a military despotism. These wise men 
wished to check the extravagant enthusiasm of the 
people, so far as to keep the United States safe from 
the whirlwind of that revolution. And under the 
powerful influence of Washington tliis was happily 
effected. Our state of neutrality was proclaimed, and 

theJreedom and such are the advantages of our trade with France! 
And what has the Fmperor in view, in this wonderful indulgence ? 
TJie fishermen of Marblehead, where the Emperor appears to have 
very numerous friends, perfectly understand the old proverb— 
To throw in a mackarel to catch a cod. The above small number 
of small vessels, seised without any pretence of justice, have been 
set at liberty to tempt a greater number of larger size to come 
within the reach of his book and the sweep of Lis net. 
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by our g’ovemiueut its duties were then impartially 
performed.. This neutral justified by our 

rights as an independent nation, and called for by our 
interests, proved obnoxious to a multitude of our ci¬ 
tizens, whose violent prejudices rendering them blind 
to all the enoimities of the actors in the French revo¬ 
lution, they clamoured against their own government, 
becaiLse it Vas not infected with enthusiasm wild as 
their ownaud its members and supporters were re¬ 
viled as monarchists, aristocrats, and enemies to re¬ 
publican government. These unfounded reproaches 
arti’ully raised and industiiously circulated by ambi¬ 
tious demagogues, were used as powerful means to 
undermine and overturn the t^eral administration. 


Hitherto, the opposers of the government had been 
known as anti-federalists, becauiefrom the beginning 
they had opposed, aiKi endeavoured to prevent the 
adoption of the presftit federal constitution of the 
United States,> which now they profess so much to ad¬ 
mire. Exposed to just reproach as antifederalistSf 
that ris, as enemies to t/mt bond of nnion^ by means 
of which, under the administration of federalists, our 
country had risen fi’om poverty and insignificance, to 
wealth, importance and dignity; those men artfully 
rid themselves of that unpopular name, aud assumed 
that of republicans ; and falling in with and fiatter- 
iug the people in their extravagant admiration of the 
new “ sister nipublic” of France, succeeded in mak¬ 
ing them believe that they were exclusively patriots 
and btavnch friends tc repvhUean government; and 
with tb i cant they continued to deceive the people. 
That ubi-i deception should continue while France 
ronti:i»i I 5 ^ call itself a rcpublicy is not very wonder- 


tui —i ? 


^ mistaken for realities, influence a 
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large portion of mankind. But under that imposing; 
name^ France was governed by a succession of ruth¬ 
less tyrants, ^ haughty, unprincipled, unjust, tramp-^ 
ling on the rights of independent nations, violating 
treaties, and committing atrocious piracies on the 
high seas. Their conduct towards the United States, 
more especially in the years 1796, 1797, and 1798, 
furnished but too abundant pro^ of the truth of this 
change. Yet France was still the favourite of our 
exclusive patriots and republicans; her rulers boasted 
of them as her partisans and friends; and it is certain 
. that among them, amidst her unexampled insults and 
injm'ies to the United States, she always found apo¬ 
logists and advocates. Still she called herself a re- 
puhlic; and in tlmt name overturned all the repub¬ 
lics on earth, exifiS^t onr own, which was saved 
wholly by our distance beyond;,jthe reach of her arm. 
The tyranny at home of tl]^* republican rulers has 
been surpassed only by the iron desplitism of the 
arch enemy of mankind, the Imperial Napoleon. 
Yet, in this height of tyranny, these republican 
rulers professed, like some of their American bre¬ 
thren, to adore the people. ** The sovereign people” 
was for ever in their mouths; and the people, dupes 
to this flattery, fancied they were free. What was 
their “ sovereignty” and their “ freedom” may be>, 
understood by the following fact. Mr. Monroe (now 
Secretary of State) on his return from France, where 
as American minister he had resided about two years, 
came to Philadelphia. In conversing with him on 
the state of Prance and the condition of the people, 
he made to me tliis striking remark —** The peop^ 
aare nothing j and the gotfemment everg things If the 
French people (and Mr..Monroe had the best oppor- 
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tunities to know and judge of tjieir conation) were at 
that time " notldog,” how much “ less than nothing,” 
are they now? Timn the magic charm of the worti 
republic, a name so dear to Americans, though in 
Prance an empty shade, fui^ished some apology for 
their attachment to that country; but now, when 
eren the name i% ba^shed, when nothing is more 
odious, nothing more detestable in the eyes of her 
imperial master, than r^fmhlican government ; when 
too, all the atrocious robberies, piracies, and insults 
committed by her self-called republican rulers, are re¬ 
peated, and with aggfravations, by her single despot : 
bow is the continned devotion of our rulers and their 
followers to Prance to be accounted for ?" Chiefly on 
the ground which 1 have stated, j^py cheridiing and 
animating the pfejudi|mof the people in her favour, 
and esasperating the$.^tipathies to England, the 
leaders rose to power ;”l^and by persev«mg in the 
use of the same means, they retain it: and now and 
then faintly intimating, as in a whisper, that some of 
the Emperor's decrees sure not just; smd, a few, the 
better to conceal th^ subserviency, and gain to 
themselves the character of independence, will even 
venture, occasionally, to call him a tyrant: with which 
his Imperidi Majesty will not be oflended, while they 
continue faititfiiUy to serve him. For the sei 2 ure and 
conflscarion of Americmi vessels under his Kambouil- 
l>ecreer~an act of such distinguished atrocity, 
sn<di a shMEtelnsS violarion of the most obvious rotes 
cf justice, ftS dernmistrate ^ Emperor's utter con* 
tempt for the opinion of the worid, as wdl as ter the 
nderstof the American Republic,^ Mr. Madison made 
the kindest apolog|r imaginable: ** The property of 
our citizens {says he} seized under n ntisappHca** 
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tion of tile principle of reprbals» combined with s 
miscmistructifyn, of the law of the Unitecl States!” 
when Mr. Madison, perfectly acquainted with the 
nature and character of the seizure (of which in my 
last address 1 g’ave a d^cription) knew it to be an 
act of sheer, deliberate villany! that the principle erf 
reprisal had nothing to do wi^ it ^ and . that the law 
was so plain as to be incapable of misconstruction, 
in relation to this point. Besides, if the law had 
appeared in any respect uncertain and doubtful, 
there was an intelligent American Minister on the 
spot to explain it, if a right understanding of it had 
been desired. But such an undei'standing, a correct 
construction of the law was not desired. A glaringly 
false constructicai,^ alone could furnish the Brnperor 
with his shameless pretence for the seizure. These 
considerations with those e^fhited in the preceding 
address, show, that it was impossible for Mr. Ma> 
dison to ** anticipate” or expect” the restoration of 
the property. Why then did he hazard the making 
of such a declaration to Congress? On the founda¬ 
tion principle formerly mentioned, and repeated, with 
some illustrations in this address—t/te maintenance of 
the pre/ndices of tite people in favour of France, as 
the essential means of maintaining in power the party 
of which he is at least the ostensible head, A full 
and faithhil display of the nature and edect of the 
Ramboui))ef .Decree, would naturally and necessarily 

have led ^im* to detail the multitude of other acts <rf 

... . 

France,^ alike unjust, insulting and injurious, to the 
United States, and their citizens. This, , if the 
people continue under the delusion in whi(^ he, with 
his predecessor and their coadjutors had involved 
them, would have destroyed his pt^datity.,, If such 
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a display by the President of the United States sen ed 
to open the •eyes of the people, they, thus made sen¬ 
sible of the deceptions which had been practised upon- 
them by the same leaders, would ham cast them oft*;* 
and the cause of democracy might have been ruin^.' 
Such a display, therefore, of wholesome truths, by 
Mr. Madison, was not to be expected. Besides, it 
would have contradicteA the course, and been sub¬ 
versive of the predilections of his whole life, in rela¬ 
tion to France. But there was also an immediate 
object which forbade such a display: it would have 
deprived him of all apology for accepting the decla¬ 
ration of a conditional nndfuiuPCt instead of an actual^ 
repeal of the Berlin and Milan Decrees, and thereby 
have deprived him of a pretence for re|?iving the Non- 
intercourse Law against Great Britain. An, adjust¬ 
ment of our differences with Great Britaki must* not 
take place. The rulers of republican France, by in¬ 
trigues, by threats,* by bribery, endeavoured to pre¬ 
vent any amicable treaty between the United ^ates 
and Great Britain; any treaty wluch, by enlarging 
and securing our own commerce, would also beueht 
her’s; and thus pave the way for that return of good 
will and confidence between the two nations, which 
should add to the prosperity of both; and when one 
was fortunately made (that of 1794), Prance omitted 
no means to defeat it. And when foiled in this at¬ 
tempt, and afterwards iu the choice of a President 
(Mr. Adams, and not Mr. Jefferson, being elected) 
she let loose aud gave greater scope to her piratical 
cruizers, ** to fleece us of our property [as Joel Bai^ 
low said, and he was then, in Paris] to. a sufficient 
degree to bring us to our feeling in the only nerve in 
which it was presumed our sensibility lay, whfeh w^ 
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opr peciuii«jy interest By ** bringing lis to otir 
feeling/’ Mr. Barlow meant inducing the submission 
of the government of the United States to France, 
like mnny of tbe powers of Bnrope, whose cases she 
cited as examples for us to follow. Fortunately the 
minds of the great ma^rity of the American people 
at that time remained alive to national insults and 
injuries* Hesistance took place of the expected sub« 
mission. , The French Government was drought to 
its senses, and abandoned its impudent pretensions 
and claims. How this high and honourable ground 
was lost to the United States, may be the subject of 
fhture observation. That season of dignity, ^irit 
and indepei^ence passed away; and that of submis¬ 
sion followed, with all the evils we now experience in 
its traiiL. 

I have mentioned bribery as one of the means used 
by France to gain and establish an influence in the 
United States; and I have done it on the following 
giounds: 

1. The notorious profligacy of the French Govem- 
mast (to say nothing of what existed under its 
f»rmer monarchy) evinced by its uniform conduct 
fpom an early period of the Revolution. The official 
documents under our own Government, under the 
hands of our Envoys Pinckney, Mar^all, and Gerry, 
attest that profligacy. Doubtless there are some 
persons who, to gain* an important {mint, would effer 
a brib^, who would disdain to receive one. The Go¬ 
vernment of France had no sample^ of sort. The 
i^b^ctqry, by their minister of corruption Talley- 
fdnd^* haid the consummate baseness and impudence 

t 

♦ Mr.Barlaw’ft kttri of MaaKl, 1798, to % late A. Baldwin, 
Esq. 
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to demand of our Savoys a ^ucettr (in English a 
bribe) of fifty thousand pounds ^erltug* (upwards of 
two hundred and twenty thousand doHars) for the 
pockets of four of them; the fifth Director, Merlin, 
who had held the office of Minister of Justice, b^g 
paid by the owners of |givateers, [for being the 
minider of in directing the decisions of the 

prize courts, condemning American vessels and ffieir 
cargoes.] And this bribe they w€i‘e informed was 
only the customary tribute in diplomatic affairs 1 
And even this douceur was not to procure the acknow¬ 
ledgment of our Envoys in the character of public 
Ministers-—but only peimission for fhem to stay in 
Pai'is, where those insolent tyrants kept their court. 

2. The confidential friend and agent of Talleyrand 
in this business,.(whose information Talleyrand told 
Mr. Gerry was’just, and always might be relied on) 
in addition to the douceur of fifty thousand pounds, 
earnestly pressed for a loan to the French Republic 
of many millions of dollars; to have made which 
would liaye been a violation of our duty as a neutral 
nation, and urged various other unwarrantable and 
insolent demands of the French Government; en¬ 
forcing them by threats of its vengeance on failure of 
their compliance. Our Envoys remaining firm and 
invincible, the confidential agent said to them-—* 
“ Perhaps you believe that in returning and exposing 
to your country men. the unr|asonablcnes8 of the de¬ 
mands of this Government, you will unite them in re¬ 
sistance to, those demands: you are mistaken: you 
ought to know ^at the diplomatic skill France, 
a^d t/ie means site possesses in your country, are suffi¬ 
cient to enable her, with the aid of the Freh/Ji party 
in America, to throw the blame which will attend the 
rupture of the negociations on the federalists, as 
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you' term yourselves, but on tb<l, British party, as 
France terms you; and you may assure yoursdres 
this will be done;” 

3. The testiniony of Faudiet^ the Minister of 
France to the United States, in his famous l^ter of 
Octobw 31,1794 ; the tii^ of the great insurrection 
in the western part of , Pennsylvania, familiarly 
knoMm by the name of the Whisky Insurrection. Be* 
ferring to certain overtures which had been made to 
him by one of the exclusive patriots (whom he named), 
and which he had befote .commWicated to his Go* 
vernment, Faucliet says, ** Thus with some thousands 
of dollars the repiiblic ojuld have decided on civil 
war or peace. T&m the conscimces of the pretended 
patriots of Avusrica have filready thdr prices.^' 

4. The notorious treachery of many officers, civil 
and military, of the coimtries which have been over¬ 
run by the arms of France; and*^ whose Reason can 
be ascribed to no caiuie but the distribution of French 
gold, or the delusive proniises of elevation to higher 
employments and dignities, as in the case o| Godoy, 
the Prince of Peace, who‘betrayed Spain into the 
hands of Bonapaite; or to both these causes. Ac> 
cordingly the opinioU’^is general, that this sort of cor¬ 
ruption has been the efficient pioneer to the French 
armies, and opened fli«r way.to cmiquest. ^ 

6, The open avowal^the fact by a French agent, 
at the time that Adet (the ancc^or of Fauchet) was 
the French Minister m^Plidadelphia. This agent 
was Mr. Letombe, the Cpiisul General of French 
republic,. well known to great numbers of 

* ** Aim ^ 1 ^ *qiieique mUliers de dollars la Repabliqae aurait 
decide satla guerre dvile ou sur la pa!ix. Ains les comcknces des« 
pretcndi^ patriots en Ameiiqtie out dejavn tarif!” 

< ‘* Fauc^/f JPnnch originid* 
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my Mow .citizens, |i» Well as tq me. Letqjnbe had 
previously been French Consul at had lived 

some years in t;lie CWited States, and was doul^less 
much be^er idfbrm^ concerning them than, the 
Minister Wauhiltgtft was then President of 

the United" States, and prdbably L^mbe perceived 
that the time had not a^Wed ibiif Fi^^, by her in¬ 
trigues and bribery to gain an effectuid ascendancy in 
the coimcils of our naticm>' Uetombe accordingly^ 
mentioned the fact'in a tofhe of comfdaint and vexa¬ 
tion. It was to a ve#y intelligent and respectable 
gentleman of my acquaintance, to whom Letombe 
said, " that Mr. 4^det had fbolisMy thrown away a 
great deal of money, in bribing Members cf CongprCss, 
although they (Letombe and the Minister) were put 
to much difficulty in raising that they had 

at great loss to the French f^public in the hegocia- 
tioii, procured eighty or nineiiy Ibousand dollars at 
Boston.** I quote from my memorandum made at 
the time the information was given to nae. Mr. 
Adet*s Mission to the United States terminated neat^ 
the closie of the year 1796., Since that time the 
French Government has found J^ss difficulty in pro¬ 
curing money. The plunder ^ the world and the 
mines qf Mexico atid Peru have, been open to them. 
Eighteen months ago I receivj^ satisfactoi'y, infor¬ 
mation that the Frenclina]| ,vyto was then BdnW> 
parte*s Consul General in PfaUadelphta, had in the 
course of one year received, ahont a^niUion of dollars, 
for which the French Goveihment could have no 
legitimate use in the Upited^ States; because it then 
neither derived non n^ed - any snppUes fiom the 
United States. ^ 

The evidences of cbrquplion, of falsehood, of hypo¬ 
crisy and deceit, in the men whose official or per- 
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sonal means and mfiucnce have for many years given 
a <Urcetion to the public sentiment, and managed 
the afliairs of the United States, H htut been necessary 
to exhibit to the view of inv fellow citkens; because 
the only hope of political salvation rested on the 
{>abUc con>iction that those men did not deserve the 
confidence of the nation. This exposure was antici¬ 
pated with regret; because (as 1 early remarked) 
in exposing them I should unavoidably expose the 
nakedness of my country ; when, if compatible M'itli 
truth, 1 would infinitely rather speak the praises of 
both,” More remains to be told, 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 
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STATEMENT. 


The high price of buihon, mi the stale 
of ourv paper currency, have Jbr some 
time pjist bccn«suhjects of gi\ ‘ general 
interest, and jllVe \fiiven rise' ip much 
controvers;^,both in public and in pri¬ 
vate. They have been so ably and ela¬ 
borately dl^ussed, in several late publi¬ 
cations, that it is with diffidence and he* 
sitation I presume to offer any further 
observations on these matters. It was 
the pampltlet of Mr. Kicanlo, entitled, 
“ The high price of Bullion a proof of 
the depreciation of Bank Notes,” which 
first called my attention seriously to the 
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sutj^t I it in London, ip the month 
of last. It appeared to me such a 
so dir^ptly contrary to my own 
i sp opposed to the common 
$cnsp ijind genev^l expedience oi every 
that Jbas a b^nfc note in bis pocket, 
that X Jhad at that time made a few n^e- 

moranduiOs, with some intention of con- 

1 

ttoverting ^ this' gentleman*s arguments. 
Other 1 icationi?, however, intervened, 
and th^y were laid aside, until I was re¬ 
minded of them hy the publication of 
the ^“Report of the Select CJommittee of 
the House of Commons on the high price 
of Gold BuIIipii, and on perusing it, 
I observed that the majority of the mem¬ 
bers seemed fully to assent to the hypo¬ 
thesis of Mr«£ieatxio^and,^by their ques¬ 
tion^ to the witnesses examined, appeared 
l^jous to Bix>ve the truth of it. The 
publit^tiq^ Of Mr. Hosj^pn’s pamphlet 


Mra^ox, 
ideas, a: 



w 

sooQ follow^. * tin Witt one' bf the taeai- 

herfe ftf the comtai " 

dual edpicity id ' ah iltdioi', argues logi¬ 
cally and ^ly on the tame tide of the 
question; anil t ^tbiost be afraid 
of venturing any thihg in' oppeiition to 
such a work, did 1 nipt perceive, that the 
superb edifice rests ibh Vhofe of t(a 
weight on one thigle pdlnt, hot very 
firm, and by the Irtmdval of vi^icb, it 
must fall to the ground in a moment. 
Of other publications, I know no more 
♦ban whm itcd In th( ** *“*" *' 

]y Review (Oetbber,') and the adthms of 
that judicions and elkgant journal take 
the same side. ' 

It is therefore with extreme caution 
that any man should venture to oppose 
such accumulated authority. 1 will not 
pretend to quote or to dHticiae any pat* 
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ticulai^ passages, but eoufiae ipy observa¬ 
tions to the general doctrine of these 
jimthoi!|f>4hat ' 0 !U‘ paper currency, or in 
othjsr words, the piotnissory notes of the 
Batik of En^aud, are depreciated,—an 
opinion whichv 'if it has not already, 
may cause some alarm through the 
country. | Ido not, however, apprehend, 
that such an alarm pan spread very far. 
People 'Who read these sort of pamph- 
lets, and think, or fancy they think, 
deeply on the subject, pretend to see 
cause for uneasiness; but the generality 
of the good people of Eoglapd will never 
believe, so long as they find a bank note 
of one pound tobeivorth twenty shillings, 
that it is depreciated, in spite of the ab- 
straet and.pbUosopbieal reasoning to per¬ 
suade them to the contrary. In this th^ 
kheW* their accustenned plajn and good 
sense; for itisfnostincontrovertiblytrue, 
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(the fact admitted,) that there ctin be no 
depreei^ttoti ml or' hoj^iutrft, 
mbinent a'detti*e£idiOntajBes plaoe; ]et>the 
cause be'whjtt* ft tnj^, it'must, aodMiU 
sliew its^lPiif thisnrdyiand nd tulier. A 

m if 

one pound note would itk tbafCtbe, first, 
perhaps, {$e received'for idnetoen shil¬ 
lings, then for fifteen shillings, and so on. 
But such a want of credit, 4 think, cnauot 
possibly arise, so Ipng as pdness any 
thing like a free t]Q]^^ttutioii» |a 0 d the 
actions of those govfei^a us are sub¬ 
ject to investigation and inquiiy. 

^'Suspicions hav^^Been set 

forth, of the conduct of the Banfe DIrec 
tors, of their «oinuvanoe» with hi« Ma* 
jesty s ministers, and thua*issumg a 
perabundant quantity of thfelr paper, Jto 
supply the wants of gotsemmcnt. I am 
not ‘prepared to deny Ibai such an opd^- 

" * it i ''{' 
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tp m4tfiaiMituitt;,Qor,am i pfe- 

|Ktre4 }|0 jimtV(jl^<^stPA,ih!wsvtr or 
j^omiiivor 

g|:|0ed, fi^ hesita(,e 

notjlo sa|r« Hiat. it vPMM doVitdioa iVom 

* f 

their dutx, weit It only/^fipr^a sii^e 
£lOOik •! a][>pdxudfhiat^er, their pm- 
denee stai‘dwrfitioii in viot having gone 
farther^ m^ht as''ail|4BhBe is dne^ hut I 
np boi^ tpb aayt ihat'JMtither fCings 
ministers daTe^ ail^ ndr the BaniF> Di- 
trectors grants an accommodation of ‘thn 
hindt to aay groat okmai. 


v» \ -I 






' a iM va suppose^ howevery lor .a mo- 
inmiOtit that tiiotoatrah 48 on our gotnim- 
Khmtt were 80 ihMomd as to ha utmrdy 
nomhudj the^parUameot.sQ entirdif un- 
dor t)m inSuanoe of the ctowo^ as that its 

debaflus^iuem ; and ithnpeo- 



It 

pie so del>ased ^nd si^itiepas neSther to 
ask for, or>tliltkk of. reform^ as(8' Aat4ti 
such a <6iffukl$0ft a minister, hehig in^im- 
mediate waeit ef so ^orhunis f mm of 
mone^ as to.be'|dfaid<>dF ’j^lfot^epply^ 
to ^rliae^m,'fo«i ll^, tif lettH^fogthe 
slumbering ii(M»i pr4vaihrufpo»i't{ii!l Bank 
Directors to Ifabriekte ford^hi), 
lions of not'be 

perceived: ehls being $4|piai^e(!ed'away, 
be asks*for ten milUoiUi laoret* ^ would 
soon arrive at the point where tin: super¬ 
abundance must become sensible. 'From 
thence the twenty shiUhigs’ note would 
drop to nineteen, anil so, step by step, 
until it came to ten, ot' five,<or even one 
shiiliii^ I hut «ur nominal or imaginary 
pounid sterling, with' its sdi^uot parts, in 
which we keep our aceoUir^, would re¬ 
main unaltered; it would tteld^he same 

# 

relative value with respect to gold, sB- 
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ver, copp€if,^^Corn, sugsir, or any other 

comiAodky? \ ' 

( « 

1 mc^i cor<!iaily agras with the Go¬ 
vernor, and Depdty Governor of the 
Bank, that to long as their notes are in 
demand, and they do not issue them, ex 
cept in exchange for Something wbicli 
represents actutd'propertj', and is con¬ 
vertible into it, wffliin a stated period, 
they msly'go on without apprehension 
to the most unlimited Amount. It is 
when pap^ Money has been fi^ricatcd 
without value having been feceived for 
it, that it becomes soon depreciated, and 
nioi^ or less gradual actording to circum¬ 
stances, and at last, in all cases, if not 
redeemed, must descend to its original 
nothingness. 


If it is really true, that the notes of 
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the Biinlc .of England arc de}>r$ciat(;d, 
there must be something csscitUatiy dif¬ 
ferent in our paper currency from that m 
any oilier eoui^ty within my recollec¬ 
tion i for th.e p^per &r$ijt. iuveuted in North 
America, at the commeuccincnt pf the 
dispute svith the parent stale, retained 
its nominal value for a very short tune; 
a considerable discount was opeply al 

lowed upon it, which rapidly increased, 

« 

till at length 1000 dollars of|thc paper 
would not purchase the value of a diniier. 
Exactly t|ie same tUiitg happened in 
Franco during the revolution; assignats 
were soon subject to a discount, which 
increascd^till they were absolutely worth 
nothing at all. Still, however, the ima¬ 
ginary money ol' the country, livses, sous, 
and deuiers, continued the same; they 


bore the same relative value with respect 
to ail other commodities; paper atone was 
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at first depreciated, lost its credit, aud ai 
length became.of no value.’ The same 
baSrbapiMitKid in Spain, and in For- 
tugalt', llte val^ reaks in the former 
country have^ for maUf years past, been 
at.«a very high discount, &ictnatiag ac¬ 
cording tto political circumstances; but 
the real^ and ntaravedies, in which their 
acdounts are kept, have suffered no vari¬ 
ation : and it is precisely the same thing 
in Fortugil, as will be shewn hereafter. 
But, before discussing lartber this su}>ject 
of paper currci»cy, I will relate what I 
recollect ol the ttadc in bullion. 

1 first l>ecamc acquainted with the 
Lisbon trade in t7 72. During this and 
the four,following years I resided in Lon¬ 
don, and received considerable quantities 
of gold bar, gold dust, and coin, from 
Lisbon. 1 generally took it with my own 



haofijU front, thd 

quentfy attended* tb<» Vefinery nf Mews* 
C01 )aud (^* ipi* dust fhelted. 

Xoi^dirdi^^i^«»#exid'^ year iTie I 

mnesjot tc wh«fe I staid Ull IBOI. 

Otirii^ the«first elglm^n y ii% of this 
period) Xwaa in 4 he isdbii^oi purchasing 
large quantUies of gold bar and dust) 
aud expoirted it to Engiand in his Ma¬ 
jesty's paelcets an^ships of mr. This 

ft f 

was brought firoui the* Brazi|[s^d[atiides- 
liuely, hut it was cioife withottt much 
apparent risk, nor was there any great 
secrecy observed in the purchase of it at 

4 

Lisbon: it seems as ii' it had be^ known 
tO)t but winked'at fay« the g&v^mxmtnt 
prom the very nature of‘ this iradet it is 
im|»>ssibie to ptommmy exaet locoiint; 
bu(^as the greater portion of it went to 
the builton o£Sce> the stkdniient of what 
was received there might be a good ap^ 


Aioi. >»(o Ci. £J*iie • \ T 
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proximatidft: not however having even 
that to refer to, I will try to make the 
l)est conipiUatiou in my power. 

* 

.The five Lisbon packets, $tatioue<l at 
Famouili, made, upon an average, to- 
gether twenty-two voyages annually; 
perhaps four or five ships ol war catlcd 
at Lisbon in tlie cotirsc of a )car, and 
brought gold to Faiigland ; some was also 
brought 1)^ merchant ships ; and 1 should 
think that, reckoning thiity voyages at 
i^JO,000 each, taking bullion and coin, 
would be tlic utmost amount of the gold 
imported into England from Lisbon, in 
the twenty years, between 1775 and 1792; 
and according to the best information 1 
could oktain at that time, and my general 
idea of the trade, it was the chief supply 
that Europe received of this i)recious 
metal. Soon after the lasl^tnentioned 
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period, the quantity of gold at the Lisbon 
market began seiuibly to diminish; it 
continued to fall off gradually. It was 


reduced to a mere lri0e lor some years 

» ^ t. 

before tlic emigration of the Prince Re¬ 
gent and the govermnent» and since tliji 


cpoclv tlic supply Irom thence has ceased 
» * 

total! V and entirely. 


Gold, it may be presumed, was brought 
to England from Aliica, froiri our first 
comnumicatidn with that coufitrv; the 
very name of onrdatc current coin the 
Guinea seems to denote, and to prove 
it. I nould compute the quantity, for a 
great many years back, to have been of 
the value of j^i^OO,OOO.annually; a small 
quijntity 1 understand is, or was occa¬ 
sionally, brought from the East Indies. 
The next source of supply is from Spanish 
America. I do not recollect having ever 
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heard that any oomiderable tjhtotity ym 
imported ioto Eogiiind horn thence, 

i 

either through oUr West Indies, or'direct 
fnorn Spain, dnring the afttovi^tdeniioned 
iM^nty yenr* from I?t 2 m 1791 ?; buft 
on ioquiiy I am informed,' that for'the 
last fifteen years the quantity brouebt, 
principally through Jam^a, has be^n 
comidcrabie, md rtiay be fairly computed 
of the anufial amount of 3 ^ 700 , 000 . 


i have s«pj>osed, that the ivhole quan- 

* 

tity of gold imported> into Europe eamc 
through England, which may not he 
strictly correct; for ! rAsoUect, that the 
French merdhaat ships tradir^ between 
Havre de Grace and iisboU, used occa¬ 
sionally to ewiy a few hundred pieces of 
coin direct from the latter to the former 

P 

pOrti The Frctl^b ships trading to the 
coast of Africa may have carried a small 



quoiUity of gold clust froia lh|d conti'* 
ticiit to Friwe. Tbe Butch trador^s to 
Africa, as also their £a^t Indiamctii may 
likewise have conveyed a small quantity 
oi gold to jpurope. It may howeY€|^ I 
think, be fairly computed, that the whole 
importation li;om iltc other three quarters 
of llic globe iieviSr could, nor did exceed, 
the value oi two millions of pounds 
sitrliug annually, 

* t 

I 

History Informs us, that the gold 
mines in Brazil became sensibly produc* 
li\c about the commencement of the 
leign of king John V. of Portugal; and I 
imagine they arrived at their greatest 
fertility towards the close of that reign, 
between the years 1740 and 1750, fori 
have often heard, soqn after 1 went to 
Lisbon, the old merchants, both Portu* 
gueze and English, describe that period 
as the golden age of the country. 



\^'c atUI take a, cunoiy, view ot 

m 

tU§>pUi^ side ojC, th«j ^iccoum, aod 
dcfiyour, (Uough pefUaps very vaguejy, 
to atiMiQi an apprpxiatatioo of tbe quan¬ 
tity of j^is a^etaJ t^nsumed or made use 
of duritig ih^ same period- Gold trinltets 
and, omanoiipts, qi every description, 
have, been ,woni by men and women 
from time immeniurial. The Roman Ca- 
thqUe churches tinoughout Euiope were 

adorned fsolh a profusion of gilding; 

« 

gold watcljes were made In consi<Icrablc 
numbers iu Paris, Geuc’raj^,-nhd 
ill Gmdon; gold snuir-l»fes 9>i’erc 

highly in vqgue; and most of llic'courts 
of princes, '»ud many of ,tlie„ nobilit)', 
bad gold services on their tables, and 
gold dressing-boxes on their toilets. Still 
I think, that from abat}t, the year 17^ 
to 1790, the pi^tiction of the mines 
was fully equ^ to ^.lae consumption, and 
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probably the quantity of this precious 
metal in Europe may have been on the 
increase; but at br abbut that tinie the 
thing is reversed; the quantity has been 
gradually decreasing, and for the last few 
years very rapidly indeed. It has been 
already shewn, that the supply fixim the 
Brazil mines has ceased altogether; and 
supposing that the other sources conti¬ 
nued as they were, they cannot exceed 
the value of one million sterling per ann. 
Now an eminent and ingenious watch¬ 
maker, resident in this place, informs me, 
that during his apprenticeship, his master 
had seldom orders for more than two gold 
watches at a time 5 but that the manufac¬ 
ture of gold watches in this country has 
of late so rapidly increased, that he him¬ 
self, for several years past, has seldom 
had less than a hundred and fifty in a 
progressive state towards finishing; and 
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that his annual cpmumption of standard 
gpy for tlie cases only is one thousand 
one hundred ounces; and he thinks it 
may fairly be computed, that this quan¬ 
tity is about onerbundredth part of that 
used for the same purpose throughout 
the }cipgdo|n; thus making an aggregate, 
in ope article only, of near the value of 
half a million sterling. If wc consider 
that a manufactory of the same kind is 
carryitVg on extensively, and probably 
with the same increase, at Paris, at Ge- 
neva, and many other cities, and that 
the manufacture of trinkets, ornaments, 
and gilding is going forwards, in a 
greater or less degree, throughout Eu¬ 
rope, however low the quantity con¬ 
sumed in each place may be computed, 
there surely cannot be a doubt upon any 
person s mind, .that it far, very far, ex¬ 
ceeds the qu^thy of late years produced 
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by all the mines, ’in'^lie’ R irasl 

pefhapts, about tbfe yeaf 1720, that the 
scarcity first began- to'Rtf 'pci'celiled. ' In 
1797 it became so evident, that the go- 
veitiment irais under tfce necessity of^ 

__ % I 2 * 

restricting the Bant from paying away 
any more gold, the "price h^irig then 


about eighty-three shillings per ounce. 
It called a temporary hieasurc, aind 


supposed to be ocica^ioned hy the eircutti- 
stances of the war. This was the general 
opinion, and I r^Ily believe," that neither 


the B^k H^^tbrs, nor the got^rnment 
itself, kiieiv any better. But" the trite 
and real- cause* was the actual sc^reity of 


the metal, aiid the'virtual effect of the 


measure w^, that of changing the circu¬ 
lating medium of the country from gold 
to paper, and thus relinquishing the 
metallic circulation to the general mar¬ 
ket of Europe; and it has been gradually 

c 2 
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taken away, a small part, perhaps, for 
the circulation of other countries, but 


chiefly for the use of the manufacturers 

,. 'U: - ' 

throughout Europe. 


Had our government not taken this 
step, but, in place of it, allowed the 
value of guineas to have followed the 

. i» ' 

market price of gold, the metal must 
have ri^en much higher than it has done 
hitherto; a guinea at this time would 
probably have been M^orth thirty shil- 
lings or upwards of our nominal cur- 
rency, and an ounce of gold upwards of 
dS6, But this is merely a guess—the ad¬ 
vance might have been greater, for it is 
, « 

not easy to imagine the extent to which 
people will go for a showy and fashion¬ 
able trinket; and I am persuaded, there 
is not a man, who wears a gold watch, to 
whom It is not indifierent, whether the 
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ounce. 


lu the forgoing calculation of the 
quantity of gold consumed in the world, 
no account is tajcen of tkt wear of coins, 
which is not inconsiderable. Adid to 
this, xhe actual loss of the metal, which 
could not have beeii trifling, in France, 
during the first, years of the r^olution, 
when there was really a scramble for it. 
Every man got possession of the largest 
quantity that he could, as being a mate- 
rial of the greatest value, and the smallest 

' ' . U I- < 

bulk. Doubtless many of those persons 

buried it for safety deep in the ground, 

, \ 

and afterwards lost their lives without di* 
vulging the secret. 

No small portion of the metal, also, 

l>» y ' 

' *1 ' ^ V I 

must be for ever hidden at the bottom of* 
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the 6ceari, id cons^tfehce of shipwi’eets, 


and df vessels having fonndered, Or been 
burnt S4 ^a, within the last fifteeti yeiars. 
I am sensible dial on ihefothet^ Side, SOmO 


allowance Oi^ht to be inade for theqtiin- 
trty of bW gold, re-mcited and'c^^Orted 
into new'aitticles ; bnt which; from w%atl 


can team, bears a very' small proportion 
to tiiat made Use ^ of from bars and foreign 


coin: and indeed^ from the enumerations 
of the various modes of consumption, they 
so vaitl)rexceedthe actual import, that no 
reasonable calculation of thfe kind can 
bring them to an equality. 


Had OUT goi?^erUment, at the time it 
restricted thfe Bank' from pajdng gold, 

r 

been aw^are of the real state of the case, 
and at the same time had had the reso¬ 
lution, I may say, magnanimity, to pro- 
furc ‘the t^peat of m the prohibitory 
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and penal Jail'S tp^pur goJi^^cQin, 

it would havftgrpatly.jppdedj jtojshew tjie 
matter in its clpar^apd proper light; and 
it might have savged all the rtmuble^.^d 
expencc of:the Jate.>publieath|hs,.and 
particularly the question, kc. stated and 
examined by Mr. Huskissopi ^ whose hy* 
pothesis, as 1 1 have before intimated, 
seems to. rest solely on this point, which 
ought, and, 1. think, must, in a very 

f 

short be entirely .iakqn a^ay. He 
says, that th6 standard price of our, gold 
coinage's fi^fed by law at ^3. 1.7s. lOfd. 
per ounce. I would ask, where, is the 
authority that can fix the standard value 
of any one thing upon the iaie of this 
earth? Thibgs have value relative to 
each other* but no power can subject 
all the. others to an arbitrary value of 
any one of their fellow things. What 
king, or what natioi^ it was that first 



thought of fixing a standard value upon 
its money, it is not here necessary to 
inquire but almost all the nations of 
the World ^have fallen into the same 
error, and it has urglil now been ac¬ 
quiesced in by the generality of mankind. 
The reason is plain. The supply of the 
two precioua metals, gold and silver, 
having been nearly equal to the demand, 

the value of them continued almost sta- 

( 

tionary for a long series of years, there¬ 
fore nobody dmibted the propriety of 
thus fixing a standard, and the right was 
perhaj^ never questioned. But the prin¬ 
ciple i^as joist as. erroneous, applied to 
this metil, as if to any other commodity 
whatever. It is in reality as vain as the 
attempts of the Frendi government, in 
the early part (rf- ih# revolution, to fix 
a maximum and a minimum upon corn, 
and other articles of provision. The 
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differeBNCf athat in tbp .^aie case it jrc- 
vquired only space.df .a market day 
to prove the futility .qf the ;ntempt, 
in the other, a series of years., But wfeat 
else is this fixing, of .,a standard, than 
making a law of, m^imum ibr one par¬ 
ticular metal or commodity;, lor after all 
it is merely referred to, our true and only 
standard, poun(|s, shillings, ;and pence. 
The law saySj it shall be, worth no more, 
nor no less, than £3. J7s. ,10id. per 
ounce; but; the people say, it' shall be 
worth more, and they prevailand if 
in place of mines being exhausted, an 
inexhaustible new one had been dis¬ 
covered, the people would have said it 
shall be worth less; the price would 
have I'allen in spite of the law, and'our 
pounds, shillings, and pence, remained 
in statu quo. 
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The of thingsl.renwv«s 

the delusion, and-fjrovSes^Jthat these Cwd 
celebrated haetals^^ hateno niQre value, 
coBEUBonly called intrinsic, th^ a busbei 
of corn, or a.cwl.of stigar, and.thgt th^ 
will be sold, for no nor teh any 
more,, than the marlan price c^. the day, 
regulated by lIxeiFrrespeetive. scarcity or 
abundance, although' a hundred laws 
were made to prevent it. 

I ■ ' 

Cold has hem called tbomost precious 
of metals, and I am not disposed to dis¬ 
pute its pretensimis: it is, however, uni¬ 
versally admitted, not to be the most 
useful, and the purposes to which it is 
applied are chiefly for splendor and 
ostentation. But mankind seem to have 

r ' 

attached wit an idea of something su- 
pematurab^nd such has been the anxious 
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desire, the pride, ainongst to 

hold it in pobession, that thettMs hirlfy 
one that has not freely opened fft gates to 
the admission, and rigormisly |JlnhiMled 
the exportation of it, by the nicM positive 
laws, and under the severest penalties. 
Even the Portugueze, though pmprietors 
of the mines, and therefore obviously, 
their interest to pmduce as much, and 
sell as much, as possible, have fallen into 

k 

this error. The Spaniards too, *as owners 
of the min^ of the>less valuable metal, 
silver, are guilty of ih^ Jame egregious * 
mistake, As well might4he Emperor of 
Gennany have prohibited die exportation 
of quicksilver, Sweden its metals, of our 
own legislature forbid sending abroad 
our iron, our copper, or our tim 

/ ' i' 

AU the writers on political economy 
have likewise drawn a line of demarca- 
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tion between these two metals and all 

■■r-. ' ■ . ■ • ■ 

the,_othef productions of the earth, and 
havie €al{M. distinctively the balance 
of tradei as if a balance paid over in 
these two metals was of more intrinsic 
value than if it had been paid in iron, 
in copper, or in corn. It never can be 
suppc^d, that any ..nation will continue 
long to serid to atiother nation a larger 
amount of commodities than it receives, 

or expCctis to receive, within a limited 

'' . ' -.*/ • 

time. It is said that the balance of trade 

■i 

^ * 

is in favour of a country when the 


amount of compaodities entered outwards 
at its custom-houses, is greater than those 
eiit^ed inwards, and a conclusion is 
drawn, that the balance has been re¬ 
ceived in gold and silver; but this can 
never be ascertained, the exportation in 
most countries being absolutely prohi- 
bited. It might be difficult to keep an 
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exact* account under any circumstances, 
but these laws haVe renderted: it quite 
impossible, and throw a mystety:, over a 

I * f 4 . 

transaction that would, otherwise, be 
as plain as any other operation of com- 
merce. 


In our public documents a pompous 
statement is set forth, of the magnitude 
of our exports compared with the im¬ 
ports. If the balance had been brought 
into the countiy in gold and silver, we 


might have lined the inside of our pa- 
laces, perhaps shod our horses, and ’tired 
our chariot wheels, with these brilliant 


materials! But in those statements I have 


never observed any allowance for the 

V C 

, numerous captures of our ships by the 
enemy, or of the losses by accidents at sea, 
all of which are insured in England, and 
consequently become an absolute aimihi- 
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lation of so much property beloogfeg to 
the cou^y^ and should be deducted 
fit)m the. Add to this, iheim- 

me'pse loss upcin’our lat^ exportat to 
the North of Hiurope and South America, 
by i^bkh, mariylof m^ me»?pahl8 

/VS* ” ‘ % « -- ’ 

ha0ii4ately-h%®^; mined;^ 'Th^e,- if ti^en 
toget^r, and''fair!y calculated, \^otiW; I 
apprehpid, nearly, if not totally, absorb 
this pdibpdus,, but delusivd balance. - 

4 *• ? I ' " 


Mrf \ f ' ' /* 


Nadonsipptay, and I think ought, to 

' r I 

fix in, , the ‘most permanent manner pos¬ 
sible a standard weight, and a standard 
measure) and if they could communicate 
with, each other, and make these stan¬ 
dards universal, it would be a vast con¬ 


venience to the whole of mankind; but, 
as I said before, they cannot fix a stan¬ 
dard value upon any thing; the attempt 
is vain and foolish; it is a contradiction 
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lu terms, and iucpmpatible with (he 
general order of nature. 

If I am right in this assertion, what 
then, 1 may be asked, are we to make 
use of as money? What are we to do 
for a circulating medium? I answer, 
go on as you are; your circulating me¬ 
dium is merely imaginary; you have no 
such thing as .pounds in actual existence, 

f 

but you have an ideal pound, with its 
aliquot parts, in which you keep your 
accounts, and which avoids the incon¬ 
venience of absolute barter, and fully 
answers the purpose. It M'ould be of no 
consequence were we to give those jKmnds 
any other denomination, or even if we 
made use of figures without giving them 
any other name than one, t\ro, three, 
See. Let us suppose, that metal never 
had, and was not now, made use of as 
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money, and I have a pound of tea, and 
wish ta^cliange it with iny next door 
n^ghbour for a. pound of sugar; but 
according to the market price of these 
two articles, one pound of t^a. is equal 
to iive pounds of sugar. I receive from 
him the pound of sugar, and a bit of 

paper, with the number four, and his 

» 

mark upon it, and the account is settled. 
So long he, continues my neighbour, 
and ^ is solvent, his mark is sufficient, 
and I can pay it to another neighbour for 
a commodity woith four, relation had to 

I. • 

the other two. But men change their 
places of abode; in their general traffic 
some gain, others lose, and many become 
insolvent. Aware of this, I am not so 
well satisfied with the mark of an indi¬ 
vidual, as I should be with the stamp of 
a company of opulent men, whose office 
it fixed and permanent. Thus we may 
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imagine the origin of bank and bankers 
notes, and if any man is doubtful of the 
solvency of this paper, and wi^es to 
keep his property in a? smalt a «<«t»pass 
as possible, let him pfwhase gold; he 
will «ill End it in< tljrtt 'market at the 
market pricey a:hd it'’appears to me a 
promising speculation ThiiHi the plain 
ground-work of our paper circulation, 
and so long as the authority of govern¬ 
ment, and the stdvency of the Bank, and 
the general credit of bankers, continue, 
the machine goes smoothly iwind. 

* 

Still, however, it must be admitted, 
that the system is not fixed upon a basis 
absolutely immoveable. The successful 
invasion of a savage en6my, the total 
overthrow of the government, the plun¬ 
der and destruction of the Bank itself, 
w ith the dispersion of the directors and 
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iheir officers, would certainly cause a 
mos^t dreadful coofusion, and incalculable 
in^onvfrtiepce, to all ranks of people, 
particularly amongst the middling classes. 
Many also would be totally ruined; but 
the anarchy occasioned by such a dreadful 

catastrophe could not, from the nature 

^ * 

of things, be of long duration; and on 
the restoration of order, those persons 
possessed of actual property would im- 
mediat^ely make it available for all their 
wants by actual barter, until some means 
were found of facilitating the exchange 
of commodities. Now jt must be con- 
that if gold was in abundance, 
and that in place of; paper it had been 
made use of as the circulating medium, 
so h<^ibie a crisis would occasion much 
less individual d^tress and inconvenience. 
If, at the tne^ent it happened a man had 
of bank notes in fais pocket, it 
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wouM be chj^ed isartjuotljr into waste 
papeii', and tieiituu look idMMn ibr-soiae 
other ^eded^'pttxpe:^ tliat could 
barter Sot his iiwrt' dhincr/' BJ Id place 

\ V, 

of bank notes, he aswI the value of 
£m in gold a»d'aiiveif/-the diffetence of 
his situation need' Wt' be pointed out. 
It might last him till the r^tOration of 
order, and he might have'feU very IjilU: 
personal distress or incomreSiHs&ce from 
shch a subversion. But, bowevsr'de* 

h 

sirable it might be {ami I do mi dmy 

* 

that it is desirable) to bring back a p^rt, 
at least, of our circulating medium to 
gold, we have gbne so far, that it appears 
to me next to impracticable under our 
existing law’s: and nothing surely can 
be so childish as the proposal of the 
bullion committee, to force the Bank to 
pay its notes in gold at the rate of 
j£S, 17s. I0|d. per ounce, when the real 

D 2 
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value and actual price is'£4. 12s. per 
ounce. It would be ihe same as tb say, 

4 

“ This# to give notice, that we* the 
governtiient of Great Britain, at the end 
of two yejurs from the date hereof, will 
sell gold or silver at twenty per ident. 
fess than its value, and will raise a tax 
upon our subjects to pay the deficiency." 
But the folly and absurdity of such a 
measure will appear more glaring by a 
reference to the appendix to the report 
itsdf* No. 27, page 37; by which it ap¬ 
pears, that in the year 1794 the whole 
produce of the gold mines of’ Spanish 
America amounted to 40,000 marks, and 
of the mines of Brazil to 20,000 marks. 
The former may be perfectly correct for 
any thing I know; the latter may be 
correct also, excluding the contraband 
trade. They make together 60,000 marks 

t 

as I understand, of about eight ounces 
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<tvoirdupoise each, mark; this reduced 
into pounds troy, and calculating at ouy 
standard of 44i guineas pM pound, 
would make, in round numbers, about 
i, 700,000 guineas. Supposing, therefore, 
that the produce of the mines had nut 
diminished since that time, and that we 
had the power of appropriating the whole 
of it exclusively to our purpose, it would 
require full twelve years to replace by 
gold the bank, notes iu circulation. 1 
know nothing of the Spanish mines, but 
I know that the'mines in Braziil are very 
nearly, if not entirely, exhausted; and 
1 know that the mind's, unwilling, like 
men iu every other department of life, 
to change their habits and occupation, 
went on working in this unprofitable 
pursuit, until they found their slaves 
upon an average did not earn for them 
more than 50 reis, or about 3fd. each 
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per day, which at length lorced them to 
relinquish, it. They now^ 1 am informed, 
culUvat(^cotton upon the ynrface, and 
bring it ^wn to sell at the Rio de Janeiro 
on the backs of imiles and horses. This 
being the trtie slate of things, shews the 
proposal of the g^tlemen of the com¬ 
mittee almost beyond imagination trilling 
and miculous. 

There canno't be a doubt, hut that tlie 
bowels of the earth, in that richest and 
finest part of it called Brazil, contain gold 
in abundance. It is the blind, narraw, 
foolish policy of the government that 
prevents its extraction. All the laws lor 
the regulation of the mines are absuid 
and injurious. In the first place, one-fifth 
of the gross produce is exacted as a duty: 
this might be afforded so long as tlie 
metal was found near the surface; but 



43 


when great labour ha3 been employed in 
digging deep, and even turning the course 
of rivers, for the purpose of |pploriiig 
their former beds, the tax becomes ex¬ 
orbitant. And of ihcir regulations, it will 
be sufficient to mention one: when a 
gold mine is opened, although the miner 
be successful in discovering a rich and 
abundant vein of the metal, should one 
of the slaves by chance find a single dia- 
aiojid, and that*comes lo the knowledge 
of. the government, the excavaftion is 
immediately filled up, the ground taken 
possession of by a guard of soldiers, and 
the labour of the miner entirely lost. 

The government itself must have been 
sensibte of the diminution of the produce 
of the mines for a long time past, though 
it never became a subject of general 
conversation, or even of much public 
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remark, ftlt {wdl recollect hiving met 
with a Portugueee gentleman, in Lisbon, 
some fourteen or fifteen years ago, sdio 
was then just returned from a long and 
extfflisive tour through all the mining 
countries in Etnope; it was undertaken 
for the express purpiose of instructing 

himself in the different modes of pro- 

* 

curing, smelting, and treating the metals. 
His journey was at (he expence of tlic 
government, with the direct view of,ap¬ 
pointing turn to the superintend ance of 
one of the districts in the Brazils; and 
in the expectation, that by means of his 
knowledge and acquirements, the produce 
of the mines might be increased. He 
was so appointed, and sailed for his des¬ 
tination, but I never heard any tiling of 
his endeavours or of liis success. He 
appeared to as far as 1 could judge, 
to be a very able mineralogist, well- 
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informed upon evety subject conneGted 
witb thau science, and a ver)t ingenious 
and clever manj ’and that it^was impos-> 
sibie to havti chosen a fitter person for 
such an important mission. He has pro 
bably beeii counteracted, and llis exer- 
tious rendered fruitless, by some private 
interest, jealousy, or court intrigue. 

' As to the general assertion of the au¬ 
thors beibre alluded to, that bank notes 

I % 

are depreciated because bullion is at a 
high price, the text and title of Mr. Ri¬ 
cardo’s pamphlet, which all bis followers 
stick to very closely,—as well might it 
liave been said, that bank notes bear a 
premium, because any other article is 
plentiful and cheap. The celebrated Dr. 
Adam Smithy whose Wealth of Nations 
I recollect reading when a very young 
man, lays it down as an axiom, that an 
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ovtr-abtmdaiice of money causes the price 
of every othef article to rise but this 
has always appeared to me somewhat 
problematical* It may be true, regard 
had to the* existing laws relative to our 
coin, because if by its decrees, a govern* 
ment can compel us to take a coinage of 
gold, for every thing we sell at the rate of 
^3. 17s. lO^d. per ounce, gold in the ge¬ 
neral market of Europe, not being worth 
more than £3, and could force upon us 
a sujKjrablindance of this over-valued 
coin, other things would appear cheap 
compared with it. But in the natural 
order of things the axiom is not true. 
Clear away from the question this rub¬ 
bish of jthe law, and the falsity of the po¬ 
sition stares you in the face. The gold 

f 

in ihis case, would immediately fall to its 
natural market price. If in like manner 
a government endeavours to force upon 



47 


US a superabundance of paper, exactly 
the same thing will happen. It will fall 
to a d^ount, which will virtually lessen 
its quantity; so that there can never be 
any such thing as u superabundance of 
money in a‘country. If you fabricate a 
piece of paper, and call it ^0^ when i 5 
only was necessary, it will stand for 15, 
and no more* If you double the quan¬ 
tity that was necessary, it will count for 
10, and soon. *If government would but lei 

a 

things alone that do not naturally belong 
to them, it woUld save an immensity of 
ti cubic, both of thinking, and of writing. 

Bank notes are s^id to be depreciated* 
Let us suppose a case, however ludicrous, 
of a person being absent from the king¬ 
dom, for the last eleven or twelve years. 
On landing, this is the first informatbn 
he receives, and on his arrival in London, 
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he thinks proper to buy u (^[uantity of 
gold. He applies to Mr. Goldsmid, who 

A 

tells him he must pay for it in bank 
notes at the rate of j? 4. 12$. per ounce; 
he is immediately convinced what he 
had heard was true, as the same sum in 
bank notes, he finds, will not now buy 
the same quantity of gold as it would 

have done in 1799. He next thinks it 

« 

to his advantage to buy some lead, and 
some tin. He is required^ to pay £34, 
per ton iW the former, and £$• 14s. per 
cwt. for the latter. “ Good God," he 
exclaims, Banknotes are dreadfully de< 
preciated indeed; when I left England, in 
the beguuiing of the year 1799, 1 could 
have bought lead for £20. per ton. and 
tin for less than £5 per cwt.” He next 
thinks of making a speculation in butter, 
and finds the price £1. per cwt. when he 
had kft it at £4. and he makes the same 
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exclamation. After this, he turns his at¬ 
tention to tea, and, inquiring the price 
at the India House, finds that of middling 
hysson, without the duty, to be 5s. Sd. 
per pound. “ Come, come," says he, “ I 
recollect when I went away, the price 
was 5s. 2d.** Bank notes, with respect to 
this article, seem to have suffered very- 
little. From tea, it is a very natural tran¬ 
sition to sugar. Here he finds the price 
for middling browmJaraaica to be *^3.14$. 
and recollects eleven years agi, that he 
could not buy the same quality for 
“ This is well,’* says he, my bank notes 
here bear a small premium.” From 
brown sugar, it is not unnatural that his 
attention should be called to coffee, which 
he ret'ollects to have left at the price of 
£S, lOs. perewt.; and conceive bis asto¬ 
nishment, when he is aslced for it only 
“ Better and better,” he exclaims. 
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“ this is a premnim, with a vengeance— 
my one pound notes are worth more than 
my two pound notes were in the year 
J799/* Cotton is a very important ar¬ 
ticle in this town of Liverpool, so 1 shall 
venture to take my new comer into that 
market. He finds he can buy the best 
Brazil cotton at 2s. per pound; when be¬ 
fore he left England it would have cost 
him Ss.; and a still greater difference in 
that from Georgia, which then was quoted 
at 2s. 8d. per pound, and now may be 
had for Is. There is besides, iron, the 
hardest and most useful of all the metals, 
of which the consumption lias most un¬ 
doubtedly increased, and is increasing 
throughout the world ; it is now, to 
speak in plain terms, cheaper than it 
was in the year 1799*, by £3. or £4. per 
ton; and the reason is, that the produce 

» Frince'i f rices Current, January 17 ^, 



51 


oi' the mines has not only kept pace with, 
but rather overtaken, this immense con¬ 
sumption. This list might be swelled to 
an indefinite length, if these examples 
were not sufficient. ‘ But 1 have often 
said in conversation, and now do not he¬ 
sitate to repeat, tliat if auf single article 
could be found, which bore the same price 
twenty or ten years ago that it docs now, 
in relation to our nominal currency, this 
celebrated position, that a superabundance 

* 

of money causes a rise in the price of all 

f 

commodities, falls to (he grounds 

To elucidate fartlxcr the futility of at¬ 
tempting to fix a standard value upon 
any kind of metal, our own beautiful 
copper coinage, executed some yeais ago 
by the late celebrated Mr. Boulton ol Bir¬ 
mingham, maybe brought as an instance; 
the penny pieces, were ingeniously con- 
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trived to be exactly of the weight of an 
ounce, and the diameter of an inch ^ thus 
publishing to every corner ot the king¬ 
dom the national standard weight, and 
standard measure; but what became of 
the standard value of a penny per ounce? 
I'he metal, called copper, soon after¬ 
wards rose in price to the value of 22d. 
per pound, and pence and halfpence 
standard weight, standard mcasuic, uii* 
fortunatcjly connected witli. standard va 
lue, vatii^hcd altogether in a moment. 

What seems to me to have misled Di. 
Smith, and nearly all tlie political econo¬ 
mists wdio have followed him, is, tlial 
their attention has been almost exclu- 

i 

sively fixed upon the price of com and 
the price of labour, without attending to 
other articles. That these two have risen 
to an extraordinary height jls most un 




questlombk I am o!4 enouji^ to recol¬ 
lect Ehglisb wbeal expcHtabie, aa4 ac¬ 
tually exported,' under 408 . per quarter. 
Soon after tbjtt time U was tliatour manu- 
fectiirc. begm senribly. to iact«.e >od 
extend, particularly tbo&e in cottmi, 'and 
our expoita graduaUy'to sWell to an un¬ 
precedented amount. Our population at 
the same time increased very fast; and in 
general being easy in their circumstances, 
called for an additional supply of lal beef 
and mutton. The prices of these articles 


naturally advanced, and our farmers soon 

'H 

iound it to their advantage to lay^down 
^heir most fertile corn-fields into grass, 
for the purpose of fattening &ttle> This 
naturally brought on a scarcity of grain, 

f 

which was necessarilyfttllowed bya rising 
price; and as the oountiy OQuld not sup¬ 
ply both articles in sufiRdient abundance, 


it was very natural that df the two, com 
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bcii^ U;ie roost poriUble, should be 
brought from foreign, ^oi^riesi and it is 

now more than double the price that it 
was forty years ago. In this situation the 
price of labour must unavoidably be ad¬ 
vanced, for^the man who Ims nothing but 
the work of his hands to depend upon, 
must receive payment sufficient to subsist 
himself and his family—^the alternative 
is famhie and death, or insurrection and 
pillage. These two great and principal 
articles aro, therefore* considerably en¬ 
hanced in price* but they are no more so 
in relation to gpld and silver, or to our 
imaginaiy pounds sterling, tlian is lead o( 
tin; and were oor population to decrease, 
and our sti|)f4y of provisions continue the 
same* they |rou;|<^in j^trice like colffie 
or emton, oa|; imisgfi^ry Hounds sterling 
contiptiing. al-Mirs ^ same* 



What, itt. my'opiidon, puexla every 
body, and rehdert people's ideas so Very 
confused upon these subjects, is the niul- 

* I 

tipUcity and cdbaplicatidn of our laws 
upon dll those'tnatteii'; and 1 most cor¬ 
dially agree with Dr.' &Uith, in his opi¬ 
nion, that Great BHtain has flourished 

a 

not by means, buf in despite, of its com^ 
mercial regulations ; and it is truly asto* 
nishing how it is possible that the busi- 

t ♦ 

ness of the country cisn be carried on un¬ 
der such a system; The number, the in¬ 
congruity, confusion, contradiction of the 
laws, the forms of the Custom-houses, re¬ 
quire almost as much study and attrition 
in a merchant s clerk, as a solicitor in the 
courts at W^stminster-hall. The delays 
occasioned by the smallest informality, 
are almost hiconcdvable, and it is only 
by the most persevering industry, and 
unconquerable love of gain, that the 



merauitile classes of this country are 
tabled to overcome the manv thousand 

tf 

uhnecessaiy. obstacles that government 
has thrown in their way. 

It has'been already admitted, that it 
might be desii^able to retain a given 
quantity of gold in this country, as a cir¬ 
culating medium; but the question is, 
faowlls it to be ciTc^ed? If government 
were to insist in obliging the Bank to buy 
at the market price, and issue it at llic 
rate of^CS. 17s. lOjd. per ounce, the gui¬ 
neas would be melted as fast as they were 
issued; and although no more gold were 
to come to Europe, they would go into 
the cruOible, and from thence to the 

Si 

Bullion-office several limes a year; and 

it would require the whole amount of the 

war-taxes to support this quick circula- 

• 

tion, to the enormous emolument of those 
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who had the courage to bid defiance to 
the liJw. 

K J 4 » 

It seems. the summit of vanity to in 

« ^ ** 

trade any speculation of mine as to a re¬ 
medy for an evil of such magnitude. I 
do it, however, with humility, and it is 
the only mode that occurs to m^ of ac- 
complisliing tliis gfeat object. Perhaps 
the operation might be conveniently de¬ 
ferred till the conclusion of a peace ,* but 
1 see no objection .to commence putting 
the plan in execution immediately. 

« 

My proposal, theu, is, that thjB Directors 
? * 

of the Bank should be instructed to pur¬ 
chase goy at the market price, wherever 
it can he founds and when they have ac¬ 
quired what may be thought a sufficient 
quantity, let the government order a new 
coinage, which may be issued as soon as 
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it is ready, were it only to a small amount, 
premising the repeal of all the* laws, 
of what nature aoever, relating to the 

«oin. Let the netr pieces be of a certain 

« 

weight, of the standard fineness, without 
any limit as to their value. Suppose each 
piece to be exactl.y a quarter of an ounce, 
and let the value fluctuate according to 
the market price of the metal. The gold- 
brokers’ weekly list of the prices would be 
a suflkient intimation of its value to all 
parts of the kingdom. It is probable that 
the price would rise, but the advance 
might be veiy gradual, and if there is any 
considerable quantity floating in Europe, 
it might be brought back. In the end, 
such an operation might encoyrage the 
miners to resume their work; or some ar¬ 
rangement might be made with the go¬ 
vernment of Brazil to rcUeve and en¬ 
courage them, .and thus bring forwards a 
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supply adequate, to the coQsumptiou. 
There might also be a penalty for coun¬ 
terfeiting this new species jcrf* coin, propor¬ 
tioned to thA‘ofienc6,t and heavier as the 
counterfeit was provqd of more or less 
weight and finetkss, tet us suppose that 
the issue of these pieces began at the rate 
of ^5. an ounce, and that soon allerwards 
the value of gold rose to such a price 
in France, or in Germany, as to induce 
the exportation of them; the natural con¬ 
sequence would Jbe, as soon as ever the 
scarcity began to be perceived, a pix)por- 
tionate rise of the price here would take 
place, and we should have them returned 
to us as fast as they had gone out. 

* 

I have already alluded to the ’currency 
of Portugal, but perhaps a more particu¬ 
lar account of it may be the best explana¬ 
tion of my ideas of a nomituil, <or ima- 
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ginaiy cimulating medium. It has al- 
ways appeared to me, tliat the Portu¬ 
guese mode of managing these matters, 
and keeping dteir aoeounts, was by far 

the most rational and sensible of any na- 

} 

tiott of the world. It is all in decimals, 
the units being called a ra, in English, 
king, a^t &’teen ctf which are equal to 
the value of our penny, and there is no 
other proper dratomination of money 
whatever. The old gold'coin, it is true, 
bore the name of amoeda,de mro, which 
we translate moidere, in French momioi 
d’or, meaning, merely a piece of gold 
money. But the principal, and best part 
of the coin, originated with John V. that 
of the 36s. piece, or hall-joe, ^ich is of 
the'weight of exactly half an ounce Por¬ 
tuguese, and never bore any other name 
than the number of reis, of which by law 

T * 

it represented the value, as huma pt^ de 
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sets mil quairo centos ; in £nglish>" a piece 

of six thousand four hundred reis, and so 

▼ 

tliroughout aU Us aliquot parts, 'The 
standard, or fixed y^ue of- the gold, by 
the laws of f^ortugaJj was IS,000 reis per 
ounce; the i ounce, therefore, was worth 
6000 reis, and the 400 reis was the king's 
seignorage for the expence of coining. 
Now the exportation of this beautiful 
coinage having been a regular, though a* 
forbidden trade, from the very time of its 
origin, and by the diminution of the pro¬ 
duce of the mines, the government hav¬ 
ing been deprived of its filUis, the opera¬ 
tions of the naints, both in Brazil and in 
Portugal, became nearly suspended.' The 

drain continued unceasingly, the royal 

« 

coffers were consequently soon found 
empty, and thesoUrcf of supply almost 
dried up In this predicament, it looked 
around for ways and means, and in place 
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of resorting to those usual in similar cases 
of distress, the ^{nntion of duties, taxes, 
he, it hit upon tbB«it{>edient of&bricating 
and issuing a paper.numey • and so easy 
did this way of coining appear to the 
treasurer and his officers, that they sent 
it forth in payment of the debts of govern¬ 
ment, not only ■without limit to its quan- 
tity, but without takit^ any aoount of it 
‘ whatever; thecoiuequence w^, as might 
be expet^ed, it soon fell to a discount,' 

I 

gradually increasing to between 20 and 
SO per-cent. 

At the time of the emigration of the 

!• 

Prince Ri^ent, the discount rose, 1 be¬ 
lieve, to something more than 40 per cent, 
which, lunderstand, is now again reduced 
to about 27 per cent. 

That it jhould still be worth any thing 
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at all, is truly surprising^ for there does 
not appear a possibility of its ever being 
redeemed; and although it does nomi¬ 
nally bear an interest^ there is very little 
probability that it can ever be consoli¬ 
dated into any sort of stock, on which 
interest will actually be paid* 

Since the emigration, however, the ma¬ 
nufactory of it has stopped, the quantity 
does not increase; something is abso¬ 
lutely necessary, and this, together with 
a considerable amount of Poituguese sil¬ 
ver and copper coin, a great proportion 
of dollars, and a trifling remainder of the 
small aliquc^ parts of the gold coin, now 
forms the oirculatiDg medium of the 
■ ootmtry. 

The larger gold money, both moidores 
and the pieces of six thousand four huu- 



64 


dred reis, have totally disappeared. Not¬ 
withstanding this, the fluctuation of the 
paper, the introduction of foreign money, 
a rei is still a rei, its value has not in- 
creased, nor has it suffered diminution; 
it is an imaginary being, but it answers all 
the purposes ol a medium of exchange of 
one commodity ior another, in these bra¬ 
zen times, as well as it did in the golden 
age of John V.; and so it would be in 
l^gland, were wc unhappily lal>onriug 
under the same calamities. A pound 
W'ould still be a pound; although, Ironi 
the high pi ice of gold, a guinea was to be 
worth 30s. or from the low price, not 
more than ISs. and the same thing would 

ha])pen with respect to bank notes, li 
« 

they were depreciated, the depre^iaa^on 
would be plain and evidc’^^^ and would 
be rated by a discour;^ so much per 
cent.; or a note of^ ^^uld be said to 



be worth 19,18, or 16s. still our Irooks 
and accomptg would’be kept iu pounds 
sterling, and by their imaginary value 
every thing else srOtild be estimated. 

A 

* 

Since‘writing thtis far, I have seen the 
last number of the Monthly Review, con¬ 
taining the critique on the Report of the 
Bullion Qommitlee, and of a pamphlet, 
wrillen by the Right Hon,' Sir John 
Sinclair, Bart.*entitled, “Observations on 
the Report/’ See. The patnphlct itself I 
liave not seen, and it is pcfssible it may 
liavc anticipated some of the foregoing ob¬ 
servations. The Reviewers say, that 
“ no actual scarcity of bullion has existetl, 
either here or on the Continent;’* but 

surely the high price of an article is a 

* 

sufficient proof of its scarcity. I speak 
generally of Europe, as being tlie market 
for the article, and not of this couutiy 
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only, and that it is to be obtadiiod by 
all who will pay the maidcet price for it 
but 1 doubt if it dould be> had in abun* 
dance at any price whatever. 

‘ * 

As a proof of the great importation 
lately, the Reviewers refer to an account, 
No. 8, in the Appendhc to the Report, 
which, they say, shows that frogi the ist 
January, i<^09, to the SOlh March, 1810, 
it amounts to no less than two millions 
and' a half. Now this is the very docu¬ 
ment to whi^ I would refer, for the 
proof of an extraordinary diminutive im¬ 
portation ; for of these two millions and 
a half, 1 find only i^S20,000 was of gold, 
and the vemainder 970 , 000 , was of 
silver. 1 have txdbre sho^, tb<ti this 
whole impoitation Of gold, during fifteen 
months, is not equal to our cousumptidn 
in watch-cases only; and it is generally 
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computed, thattho consumptum of sUver 
by the silve^xiiths of this country ex¬ 
ceeds tea thousand oaac^ a-day, or Up¬ 
wards of a miUion sterling per annum; 
so that there remains but one million 
sterlii^ for all thu,other silversmiths in 
Europe: and as to.g(4d, after our watch¬ 
makers have taken their proportion, not 
a single ounce will be leUt, either for our 
own goldsmiths, or any body idlse. 

% 

1 have purposely avoided speakii^ of 
the exchanges, between the different coun¬ 
tries of Europe, not thinking tliem of any 
importance, or ai aU applicable to 
present discussion, 1 repeat, that I con* 
sider Europe as the mart for the gold pro 
duced in Asia, Africa, and America; and 
were the coonti^es of which it is com¬ 
posed at peace with each other, there is 
hardly a doubt that the price of gold in 



any o|ie of th^, ;would not filled that 
in anj^ other of ib^, mom than the ex¬ 
pence of conyeyaiice, and a very small 
proBt. The present ntonstrous un- 
natitrai state of tlie ConUnepti in conse- 

S' F ' 

queoce of jtBe Bas caused such con¬ 
fusion in the exchange both of monies 
and commodities, as to render any in¬ 
vestigation of those ^id>jects excessively 
difficult an^ complicated; and it is only 
by setting them entirely aside, and sup> 
posing a state of tranquillity, that the 
subject can be rendered tolerably clear. 

t 

Xbc author of this pamphlet is sensi¬ 
ble that it may be found very;, defective. 
Critics are unwilling to accept of apolo¬ 
gies, They may say, before its appear¬ 
ance in public, it ought to be revised, 
corrected, better arranged, re-written j 
but truly he has not time for all this. 
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He has put down his thoughts, during a 
few vacant hours, as thejr occurred,' and 
sends them t5 the press with very little 
alteration. They differ so much from 
any thing he has seen, hitherto pub¬ 
lished on the same subjects, that he feels 
it a duty to give them to the world, crude 
as they are. Should they induce persons 
of greater ability, and who have more 
leisure and opportunity for research, to 
adopt his way of thinking; and fif by fol¬ 
lowing this path the real truth should at 
length be discovered; he will feel himself 
highly gratified, and amply rewarded. 


LIVERPOOL, 

1st December, 1810. 


V 




POSTSCRIPT. 


SINCE this little work was sent to the 
press, I have procured the second edi¬ 
tion of Mr. Bosanquet s “ Practical Ob¬ 
servations,” which [could not do sooner; 
ami I have read Mr. Lyuc’s Letter to 
Mr, Rose.” . Both these pamphlets con¬ 
tain many acute and sensible remarks, 
and the autliors are able advocates in the 

same c«iuse with myself. They both lay 

♦ 

considerable stress upon the state of the 
exchanges, between the difiTerent coun¬ 
tries of Europe, which I am persuaded 
hanlly any man in this country can com¬ 
prehend, with the exception of a few 
merchants in London, and three or four 
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Jew»brt)kert they employ io* these opera- 

M 

tions; md I am <)[uite convinced have no 
relation whatever to the matter in dis- 
cussion. Mr.’X^ne' sums up his ai^gu- 
menthy a$sefti^, that, there is no depre- 
ciation''t>rhknK notes, and that the rise or 
fall in the price of gold has no reference 
to the comparative value between bank 
notes and any other article; in which 1 
most ‘cordially agree, however we may 
differ in the manner of proving it. 

' Mr. Bosanquet combats at great length, 
with much ingenuity, and 1 think with 
euccess, the “arguments of the Bullion 
r<emmlttee, and also those of Mr. Ri¬ 
cardo ; but he 'submits to the law that 

M , t 

would fix a standard upon one metal, to 
regulate the prices of'evt^ thing else. 
This law' tventum to set aside, as one of 
those, with Vhidf any le^lator tnay 
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amuse himself in makit^, but which no 

power caijt enforce for any length of time. 

♦ " 

j * 

It appeal g. to me, that the authois, 
whose works 1 have yet seen, take up the 
question too recently, aiul somewhat $u- 
per&cially. Their reasoning is founded 
upon the efiect of the scarcity of gold, 

which did not become sensible till the 

» 

Bank was .restricted in its payments. 
They do not advert to the real cause, 
which was more remote. 1 have en¬ 
deavoured to point it out; it has been 
gradual in its operation, and perhaps 
very few people have had such op¬ 
portunities of se^ng and observing its 
progress as myself. So prevalent has 
the idea become^ of our money being de¬ 
preciated, that in a printed letter i have 
just received, from the president of an 
institution here, relating to the inade- 
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quacy of its finances, he says “ This*dif- 
“ ficulty the committee has long antici- 
“ paled, and ^as been most< anxiously 
“ solicitous to have obviated; but the 
“ rapid depreciation of money, and the 

» increase in tjie price of every article of 

♦ 

** consumption/' kc. 1 have little 
fault to find with the latter part of this 
sentence; the articles of common con¬ 
sumption arc, ill general, at a higher 
price than they were ten or fifteen yeais 
ago: the rise in many of them, however, 
is no more than the quantum of ad¬ 
ditional duty laid upon them by go¬ 
vernment since that time; tea, sugar, 
candles, soap, may all be quoted as ex¬ 
amples; therefore money, wi^h respect 

to their value, call it intrinsic, or by any 

¥ 

other nmie, is not depreciated: the same 
sum goes out of a family now, as it did 
twenty years ago, for the actual purchase 
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of such articlei; the adflitidnal price is 
thcooDtrlbution paid to govemiuenii sur¬ 
charged with the excessive expooce of 
coUectiojD in this round-about way. But 
how the idea, expressed in the foliner 
part of it, could have been adopted, af- 
ter reflection, hy a committee of sensible 
men, is to me quite surprisin’^: a mo¬ 
ment's consideration seems suGGlcient to 
convince a -person of common under¬ 
standing, (hat there never was, nor ever 
can be, any such thing as a depreciation 
of money; that is, of the denomination 
ol the figures in which the books and 
accotapts of any country are kept.— 
“ What,'” says a friend, “ will you not 

i i 

allow that money is depreciated since the 
time of l^een Elizabeth?” I answer, 
»“No;” for although a common fowl 
might then he bought for eightpeuce. 
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and a goosi for (s. 4^*, I find that a 
beaver hat was at the same time worth 
408.;' ahd it’only prov«, that there are 
more eatefo df'^Ibe in proportion to the 
number at1mar|^t, and Fewer wearers of 
beavet'Mts ih fjrOportion to the number 
in the'simps, than there were then; but 
the pounds, shillings, and pence, are ex 
aclly the same, whether in relation to 
gold or to silver, tO hats or to gctsc. 
^Vhat was the cost of Qneen EHimbeth’s 
pair of black silk stockings, 1 have not 
been able to ascertain; probably ten times 
as much as a better pah* would cost to¬ 
wards the close of the reign of our most 
gracious Sovere^S^i- There can be no 
doubt, ’that the 'greater number of the 
necessaries of life are much dearer (per¬ 
haps fourfold)- nowi thin they were in* 

< CoQtioualba of History of Engimd, 
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those times; hut the^e are siso inan^ 
that are much cheaper: gla^ may be 
mentioned as one; and every species of 
nroolkn, linen, and cotton cloth, as so 
many others; and if tlierc is a deprecia¬ 
tion of money on the one side, there is 
au enhancement of its value on the 
other, which is a contradiction in terms, 
and clearly proves, that there is neither 
one nor the other; hut that the money, 
in which our accoropts are kept, is in- 
variahle in its value, and that articles 
of consumption, are dear or cheap, in the 
common acceptation of these two words, 
according to their scarcity or abundance. 

My delay in going to press has given 
me time to look into a Portuguese book, 
which I did not before recollect was in 
my po'ssession, called “ The Practical Di- 
rectory for Silver and Gold,” by Anto- 
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nio da !KIva, assay master of the mint, 
and silversmith in Lisbon, printed in 
1771. It principally emisists of tables 
respecting the quantity of alloy necessary 
to make silver and gold of all the dif¬ 
ferent standard finenesses. The author 
says, that “ the silver money in Portugal 
“ is now, and always was, of the standard 
“ of»eleven penny-weights; and that al- 
“ though the price <jf silver has varied at 
** dificrent times, the law has been con- 
stantly the same, at the rate of six mil- 
“ reis per ounce; and, that the king Don 
** Peter n. so confirmed it by a law of 
the 4th August, 168^^. In, the vsarae 
“ law it is declared, that it being neces- 
“ sary the intrinsic value of gold should 
** be equalized with that of silver, pro- 
“ portioning the eleven penny-weights of 
silver to the 22 carats of gofd, the 
mint in this city [Lisbon] and in 
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Oporto, shall pay for the Mark of gold 
*• niuety-six milrcis,” thus making the 
proportion* between tlie two metals six¬ 
teen for one. 96,000 reis, sU the par of 
exchange of 671, make ^^7. and were 
coined into 16 pieces of half an ounce 
each; valued, including the seignorage, 
at 6400 reis each, making 102,400 reis; 

' which at the same exchange is £!iB. 168. 
and weighing 9 dwts. 6 grs. Troy weight, 
comes to exactly the same sum; so'that* 
our stanciarxl value of gold is fixed by 
that of the Portuguese, allowing the 
king’s seignorage. It is truly surprising, 
that the real value of both the metals 
should have continued to coincide with 
that fixed by the law, during a whole 
century; for it was not t(U about the 
year 17 90, that the scarcity of gold be¬ 
gan to be felt, aud the price to rise. 
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The perasa] of this book induced me 
to look into one of our own Encyclo- 
jpsdias, ip which 1 find, unde;* the article 
Money, a long dissertation, which might 
have been spared, had government never 
thought of fixing a standard value upon 
the coin. It is there said, that in the 
reigti of William the Conqueror, a pound 
was nuderstood to mean a pound of sil-‘ 
ver, or about three pounds of Our present 
• money of account; this may have been 
so, but it.is involved in much obscurity. 
What is more to our purpose is, that it 
appears, that when the guinea was first 
struck, it was intended to be current at 
20s. but was found to be worth more, 
and left to seek its own price in the 
market, and was soon rated at 2is.; but 
in the year 1728, the government inter¬ 
fered, and it was ordered to pass cur- 



rent in all payments at fils. This was a 

very great error, and truly unfortunate; 

for had guineas been left to seek their own 

« 

price to the present day, they might, it 
is true, have been woith 50s.; but Ike 
should liave had them jingling in our 
purses, and glittering between our Ungers, 
instead of the ragged, greasy, offensive 
bank notes, now current in this part of 
the comitry. • * 


I'HE ENb. 


Pni^teJ by Harrii Brvthtn, LimrpooL 




AD DITIONS. 


SINCE the publication of the first edition 
or this Statcniciit, a pamphlet, containing 
Ixlters from Mr, Hill to Mr. Thompson, 
one of the Jiullion Conmiittcc, was re- 
(ominttidcd to iny atlentimi, and by the 
litni'j.d of which, many of the lollow¬ 
ing ubsciNations have beat suggesled. 
\l the Tiumicnt they were going to the 
pns',. another pamphlet made its apjiear 
ante, cnlitlcd “ Observations on the Re 
[)oit, ’ kc, kc, by Edward Tbonilon, Esq. 
late Ills Majesty’s Minister in Sweden; 
and I am glatl to find, that this very 
elegant and learned little work advocates 
the same cause: but Mr.'riiorntou’s ar- 
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giimeiits rest upon the old positions and 
geiR rally received theories, and therefore 
do not require, in this place, any further 
notice. Mr. Hill. 1 hope, >\ill excuse tlie 
reference I make to his remarks, as the)' 
seem to open an opportunity of clutidat- 
my own principles, belter, perhaps, 
than [ could do by originatinj> this addi¬ 
tional matter myself. 

The'Bui I ion (loinnilticc adopt I he opi 
nion, that the hi^h price is (Kcasioued by 
tlie excessive issue of hank notes; hut 
Ml. Hill says, (page 41) that ‘‘ so lariiom 
considering this scarcity as th(‘ result ol 
an cxccsshc issue, it is the only ciuum- 
siance which has prevented the scarcity 
of the prccitms metals from being sooner 
and nioi'c scvci'ely felt, and from pi'o 
ducing a ruinous embarrassment in the 
pecuniary concer ns of tire nation.” Now 


"I 
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I am far from thinking, that the restric¬ 
tion of the issue of l^ank notes would 
j)roducc any other than a temporary 
embarrassment; the eflbet would he to 
throw tins very profitable business into 
the hands of tiie liOndon bankers, who 
would soon take it up, and accommodate 
the commerce of tlic metropolis with as 
large an amount of their own notes, as 
wouhl be sulticiciU for every purpf»sc. 1 
recollect the luHes of the house of (^hild 
anti Co. as common and as ciirrent as 
those of the Bank of England; and ihcie 
aic many iiouses now of equally high 
cicdil. 

Mr. Hill says, that we sent live millions 
ol’ guineas to Nortli America, to ])ay the 
expenses of our ariuy there, during the 
war, which may be true; but they must 
have been brought back again soon after 

e ^ 
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the conclusion of peace, for there are 
none there now; and I well remember 
the newspapers luiving remarked on the 
qiiautity of guineas arriving from Ame¬ 
rica, both in packets and private incr 
cliaiit ships. lie also mentions the very 
large amount sent lately to the Contiiiem 
to pay our subsidies to foreign piiuccs. 
and for tlic supjiort of our armies in Flan* 
ders, See. Tlicse, or by far llie greaki 
paK of them, have probably been melted 
and used by the watchn. ikers and gold 
smiths at Amsterdam and at Hamburgh, 
at Palis, at Vienna anil at (ieueva, for I 
camu>t heal' of any such tiling as an Eng 
lish guinea being now in circulation in 
any coimlry of Europe: nor can 1 learn, 
that there is now more gold iu circulation 
of their own respective coins iu those 
toimlries than there was twenty or tliirty 
years ago. In France, at all times, gold 
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formed a very small part of their circu¬ 
lating medium; it never constituted any 
portion of payments in matters of com¬ 
merce; and I have heard it frequently 
remarked by travellers, long before the 
revolution, that if they had a credit for 

die value of ^100, and they could ob* 
tain, in part payment, fifteen or twenty 

louis (fors, it w. cxinsidered a great fa¬ 
vour; the rentai’;ider was received in sil¬ 
ver crowns: .irtd from the report of 
persons who have lately been in France, 
it does not ap(}car that the gold Napo¬ 
leons are at all in greater plenty. 1 am 
therefore the more persuaded, that the 
specie we sent abroad, lor the purposes 
before mentioned, has been the chief sup¬ 
ply of the manufacturers in gold, and 
lias so far prevented any excessive rise in 
the pi ice. 
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Mr. Hill s calculalion of tlie amount of 


foreign gold coined into guineas, I’rom 
J784 to 1 792 inclusive, being 7 millions, 
or about eight hundred thousand pounds 
annually, is probably pretty correct: 1 
have computed the iiniiortation of gold 


from Lisbon at about one million, al>out 
two hundred thousand pounds I'rom 


Africa; and, if we allow four Imndrcd 


thousand jmnnds iVom the Spanish colo¬ 
nies and other jiarts, it would appear, 


that about half the import was coined 
into guineas, and the other half made 
use of by the watchmakers, goldsmiths, 
gilders, ^c. But from the information I 
can ol'tain, the extraordinarily increas¬ 


ing demand for gold watches has arisen 
Irom the last nientioned year, and it has 
bc^n principally for the use of the im¬ 
mense population lately started up in 


North America. There is hardly a master 



of an American merchant ship, that is not 

in possession of a handsome gold watch, 

and many of them of very valuable time 

keepers, for the purpose of navigation. 

But the diffusion of gold watches is by 

no means confined to North America; 

many people in this country, who never 

ihought of inquiring the hour of the day 

l)ut from the parish church clock, now 

dispkiy, a vaitch; they are not uu- 

conimon in the pockets of the upper scr- 

vauls of our nobility and gentry; not 

only the men. but even the wennen ser- 

vanls, it is well known, can ailord to 

give ten or fifteen guineas for a gold 
» » 

watch. The consumption of this pie- 
cious metal is very great in the china ma¬ 
nufactories ; the quantity used in gild¬ 
ing silver plate is also considerable; tnd 
a gentleman, very much c<Hi\ ei s;uit boll) . 
in this trade, and that of a gold and 
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silversmith, computes the amauiit used in 
gilding only, in the British dominions, 
at no less a sum than4’200,000 annually. 

I have likewise, since the publication oi‘ 
my first edition, made further inquiries as 
to the proportion of old gold used in new 
works, and am informed it is so trilling 
as not to be worth any attention; can we 
then wonder that the metal has become 
scaree, without recurring to balance ol’ 
payment, unfavourable exchanges, &c. ? 
In the same letter from Mr. Hill to Mr. 
Thompson, page 46, there is a curious 
account taken from Maepherson’s Annals 
of Commerce, by which it appears that 
the amount of cash and bullion in the 
possession of the bank, at the time it sus¬ 
pended its payments, \mis only41,2 7 0,0(X); 
this is a very small sum indeed, and if 
true, would be hardlv suflicient to com- 
meuce the execution of my plan for pay- 
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iiig in gold, not even for the substitution 
of it in place of the dirty little notes un¬ 
der £5 ; for the more I reflect, the more I 
am disposed to doubt that the sum of 
lour or live millions, which would be ne¬ 
cessary, could be found floating, and ca¬ 
pable of being collected in fairope: 1 
therefore seem to have shewn the ini- 
])raclicability of iny own scheme for a 
nL \o coinage, until the mines can be made 
more productive, which it may perhaps 
be said is proving loo much. 

Mr. Hill’s observations in his fifth let¬ 
ter, respecting country banks, are very 
sensible, and appear to be quite correct. 
They cannot, they dare not, issue their 
paper, to any great exxess; but to shew 
to what little arts they have recourse, *to 
increase the circulation as much as pos¬ 
sible, 1 w ill relate a trifling anecdote:—A 
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foreign gentleman of‘ my acquaintance, 
who, for the benefit of the health of part 
of his family, was under the necessity of 
residing, nearly the whole of two or three 
successive summers, at one of our fashion¬ 
able watering places, and who, for the 
payment of his expenses, provided him 
sell with !>ank post bills of .£10 and £20 
each, observed that, for a month or six 
weeks, he always i-eccived in exchange 
the notes of one particular country bank; 
for another like period, he received no¬ 
thing but the notes of another country 
bank ; and for a third period, those of a 
third country bank; he thought this re¬ 
markable, and resolved to inquire into 
the cause, w hen, to his surprise, he fbuntl 
that on the arrival of a partner of' one of 
those country banks, he called together 
the head waiters of the principal inns, 
and settled wnth them a small premium, 
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for the purchase and collection of all the 
bankers' notes in the town, in exchange 
lor those of his own firm; he of course 
sent them in lor jjayiiieiit, and liis own 
kept }M)Ssession of the premises for the 
time Jiis healtii or recreation detained 


him at the place; when some neighbouring 
rival l^anker siiccceding him, counneuced 
same operations, extracted the rival 
notes, anti kept possession, during plea- 
sure, of the mart, and so on. 


Mr. Hill, in common with other au^ 
thors, seems totally unaware of tlic im- 
incuse consLimjjtion of the tw^o precious 
metals in manufactures, and dismisses the 
subject by saying, (page 83) only a 
small proportion of the j)recious metals 
(at least of gold) is consu?ucd in manu¬ 
factures, and by far the greatest quar.lity 
devoted to the purposes of circulation 
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cither as coin or bullion,’* See. fee. But I 
think I have shewn, that the direct con¬ 
trary is the truth. 


At page 85, Mr. Hill says, that “ bul¬ 
lion has l)ecn prevented from partaking 
of* the general rise in prices, first by being 
whoily exempt from any direct taxation : 
secondly,by its own inconsumable nature, 
Vtdueh preserves it in almost continual 


existence, and renders fresh supplies of it 
Icns necessary than almost any other ar¬ 
ticle; thirdly, by its having no value in 
use separate from its value in exchange.” 


In answer to these opinions, I think I 
have sJiewn, that although it may be in- 
a^nsumable, it is very convertable into 
a thousand diflcreiit shapes that arc 
spread all over the world ; and that there 
is not perhaps any one article of which 
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a fresh supply is so necessary, and of 
which the iiuportation has for the last ten 
years been so inadequate to the demand 
The price has certainly been pi tvented 
rising by the prevalence of the erroneous 
ideas, almost universally entertained, res¬ 
pecting its imnmtabilky, intrinsic value, 
kc. kc. Its very great scarcity has, how- 
cN cr, at last forced its value to rise in tlic 
general market^ and to what height it may 
go, unless some adequate supply is ob¬ 
tained. is not easv to foresee; but 1 think 
it jnay he foretold, that it never again 
call be brought into snbjectioii to a law of 
maximum and niiniinum, or, in other 
words, a fixed standard value. 

In ])age 88, Mr. Hill asks, on what 
principle can it be accounted for, that 
during a period of 85 years, from 17GO to 
J 795, whilst almost every other commo- 
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dity was rising so rapidly around it, the 

price of builkm did not advance at all ?” 

1 

and again, what principle can the 
decline of its price after lt95 be account¬ 
ed for?” Im answering the first question, 
I would deny that almost every other 
commodity w^.s rising; many certainly 
were rising, but many also were falling, 
and some remained stationary, or with 
trilling fluctuations; gold was amongst 
the latter, and for this plain reason, that 
the supply during that period was about 
equal to the demand; but I have 6cfbre 
shewn, that both gold and silver had con¬ 
tinued nearly stationary for upwards of a 
hundred years, and J am persuaded from 
no other cause than the accidental coin¬ 
cidence of supply and demand. 

To the secoad question I answer, that 
the decline of price, after 1795, was oc- 
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casioned by the bank restriction bill bav«- 
ing substituted notes :for gold, and thus 
suddenly weight of perhaps 

s 

ten niilliona pf guin^ upon the maAetj 
which was more than the watchmakers 
and goldsmiths could takeoff in a short 
time; consequently the price fell, and bad 
it not been lor the silly idea of intrinsic 
value, it would have fallen much more; 
but since that period, l arn convinced that 
the greater proportion of them (guineas) 
has been used by the manufacturers in 
this -and other comitries in Europe. 

Mr. Hill, page 126, justly remarks, 
that the Bullion Committee have%dmit- 
ted, that the general supply of Europe 
with gold has been augmented, by all 
that quantity which this great commer¬ 
cial country has spared, in consequence 
of the substitution of another medium of 
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circulation. This, as I have said before, 
is^pndwli^tedlf true; but the Committee 
and Mr. Hill seem? to thinfc, that the 
whole quantity is either lying perdue in 
difierent corneiB of Europe, or circulating 
atout the different countries in the shape 
of thejr respective coins; I however hold 
another opinion, and beg leave to refer 
both the gentlemen of the Committee and 
Me Hill to the watchmakers and gold¬ 
smiths, goldbeaters and gilders, if they 
wish to know what has actually become 
of it. 



In some parts of his pamphlet, Mr. 
Hilt says, that a standard value ought to 
be fixed on the coin, otherwise it would 


create great confusion; this I have no 
doubt of admitting to a certain extent: 
it might at first occasion some con^sion, 


and saim altercation between buyers and 



sellers, tts to the actual of a quar* 
ter of au ounce of gold wiilnn or 
Sd., but it woqld soon become a matter of 
convention or bargain. If U man chose 
to have gold m exchange for bis com, he 
would say, I will be paid in gold, at so 
much an oz., but it would still be refer¬ 
able to the bank monej*', or bank paper; 
and after all, it is probable that the paper 
would be preferjred, and the gold ne¬ 
glected ; for this was actually the case in 
many parts of England, long before gui¬ 
neas became scarce, both farmers and 
maiiufacturen{*prefSsrriiig the paper of the 
iieighbounng bante )to the guineas. In 
Scotland it was so most notoriously; and 
1 recolieet having been told by a gentle¬ 
man, wlio made auour of pleasure from 
this coSmry through ifelmd, and thcncc 
crossed to Port Patrick, (having been ap¬ 
pointed paymaster to his jaarty) that be 
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provided himseift in London, with a suf¬ 
ficient quan^}!' of dew guineas, that he 
might nut meet with any < hesitation or 
difiicuUy in his money matters; but he 
found himself mistaken. When he got 
into Scotland, his shinit^ new pieces, al¬ 
though of full weight, were treated very 
lightly; they were examined on one side 
and on the other side, chinked upon tlie 
floor, and at last received with doubts 
and suspicions; and he found it conve¬ 
nient, at the first lai^e town he arrived, 
to get a quantity of them exchanged 
for the Scotch bank notes, sufficient to 
carry the party through the country. 

\ J' 

I have said, that I have purposely 
avoided any mention of the exchanges 
between the difieicnt countries of1!urope, 
thinking them not applicable to the mat¬ 
ter in discussion, and I am, on further 
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reflectiofi, confirmed in thii opinion; but 

I find not only'the authors that have 

written, bist the friends with whom I 
• 

have conversed,, 1 *,attach so much impor¬ 
tance to the course of exchange btftween 
this and foreign coun^tries, that it seems 
incumbent upon me to give it hme slight 
consideration. * ' 

% 

In regarding Europe as the consuming 
country, and the other three quarters of 
the globe as the producing countries, the 
exchanges between the different divisions 
are clearly out of consideration. 

It 

People seem tO be persuaded, that the 
great bulk of thb gold ^tiat has been 
biought to Europe during several centu¬ 
ries is floating ^ibout under the shape of 
different coins, di* ingots, and that were 
the ^\orld in a state of tranquility, they 
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would be traiuitaiued from one to another 
in payn^tnt of balances of trade, and 
would regulate* fhe exchanges. 

% 

\ 

3l|||e operation may have been occa- 
sioiVaily practised, but I believe not very 

Ifeqneiitly, aof eVer to a sufficient extent 

* * < ^ 

to faa^e ai^ influence on the course of 
exchange, much less to authorize a theory 
behig establUl^ed upon it. In this 1 seem 
to coinci^ with Mf. Huskisson; but Mr. 
Lyne thinks, and hjs main argument ap- 
I>ears to rest upon it, that this exporta¬ 
tion of gold k'tlie principal cause of the 
rise in its price. But what say the do¬ 
cuments ? 

' t 

The account in the appendix to the 
report of the BuHton Committee, No, 1, 
shews, that the whole quantity ol* gold 
exported from this country to foreign 
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part$» during the la^t ten years, was 
275,930 ounces^ at IQs. per ounce, 
making j^J,24l,000, or about jfflOOO 
each post day; which, 1 should imagine, 
upou such an exchange as that of I^n- 
don, would have no sensible effect, and 
very little upon the price of the metal. 


The quaiUity of silver exported during 
I c same period, was thirty-seven mil¬ 
lions of ounces, from wbicli must be dc- 
dueled twcnty-eiglit millions of ounces 
ut to China, leaving nine millions of 
ounces, or two miltior^ a half value 
in money* or about double the value of 
the gold; still together they cannot ac¬ 
count for the smallest fractional differ¬ 
ence in the London exchange; but silver, 
even in this country, is held to be an ar¬ 
ticle of merchandize, and therefore can 
l)c no more reckoned as affecting the ex- 
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changes than any other article of colonial 
produce. 

The Bulllcm Coiamiuee say, that the 
import of silver has lately been unusually 
Ut^e, and* the export to China having 
lately ceased, the metal ^ught to be 
abuindant and iiheap, notwithstanding 
which, the price of it has nearly kept 
pace with that of gold; but what says the 
appendix to their report? The document 
before referred <io, No. S, makes the 
amount of the import, from the 1st Ja- 
nuaiy% 1809, to^'lhe SOih March, 1810, 
amount to two millions; Novi makes 
the ex|)ort last year S,l§0,000 oa. or up¬ 
wards of 4^900,000; the consumption of 
our si]vmmtthsfi$;to an eijual amount; 
1 would, therefore, ask the gentlemen of 
the Committee, where is the stiperflux of 
import th^ ought to reduce the price? 



ihsCpiitioeijt 

should be agiKnsSjiliis cohk^, 

is not« all ,^pniia^>, ':fiem are some 

articles. 

not :> dis^MwsdS 





stores 


.4esppt jvfeo 

. . r '. ; , ' ■ 

governs 

forbids the n^ipt of any art^li? in; pay¬ 
ment tb^ bias b^n in. this; o<^tiy. 

Ui* V I ' ** ' ^ ^ • I » ^ 

^ i f' » ' )' 1. 11 

Our i»1|BdS steyli^ niBst th^fore be 
reduced in price'u|ion th&tSofltinenfci^ 
far as to ^^le the W^^aer' to 

paymeni lbrswbat he haiiiiseiii os, either 
at the risk of* 



l;e$jf^siv^wayi> i|; jg 


other circuitouf; 
true, if we 





anee 


meas, we 


might ^ude. '®i«ny »' tigifimce,;ikapd 

slip tbent «ito the po«*iis;i#|‘ our cre¬ 
ditors ; but, alas ! t^iir^l ^ne, and 
appropriated 4>^oiher uscf^nordo llcnow 
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' of 90}' otheiF ineatf of »supply* 

I* 

of die materiid of whiebi tbey are made, 
dian tbat of Siettin|^ abide the silly«dis- 
tinctioti hdtween this loclaf aud other 
coinmodliiest discarding, tbettmical spe¬ 
culations, following the dictates of com¬ 
mon sense, and endeavouring to infuse a 
liuleofitsspirifinto the mind ofthe prince 
regent of Braxil and his government. If 
wc are to look around for any one article 
as the great cause of setting the exchange 
against us, it will not be dilEcult to fix 
Upon it, and that is tom. When the 
kingdom is,in want of this essential ar¬ 
ticle, the quantity of it'is so very large, 
and the amount of it so immense, tbat its 
influence upon 0w exchanges is felt al¬ 
most instantaneously. 

The lilMc table inserted at the end of 
Mr. Bosanquet's pamphlet, is decisive 
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iipon and shews the cpurse pf 

' ' ' ' •' ' .r " 

!?)ajhai»ge, iHivariably followed tbe 
priciq of wheat for the last twenty years: 
I take the liberty ol' copying and, placing 
it here^jfoFti^e information of my read¬ 
ers, who.may not liave seen his work. 




^'HEAT, 

EBR QUARTER. 

17.90 

53 

2 

1791 

47 

0 

1792 

42 

a 

1793 

48' 

11 

1794- 

51 

8* 

3795 

74 

2 

17‘X>' 

77 

1. 

1797 

53 

1 

J79S 

50 

3 

1799 

6’7 

6 

1800 

J13 

7 

1801 

lit 

3 

1802 

€7 

5 

1803 


6^ 

1804 

60 

1 

1805 

8 T 

10 

1806 

79 

0 

1807 

m: 


1808 

79 * 

0 

1809 

■ 95 

7 

1810 about 105 

0 


excitakob 

Eavovii, 


EXCHANGE 
EEZ.OW EAB. 


Exchange 5 or 6 
{^r cent, in fhvoar' 
till the Jpring of 
1795. * 


Bobw parlili lat- 


/' Greatly {ti 
f till the Antu 

) . 


ter end 


(E par till i 
of 1796. 


:Iy in favor 
Autumn of 


j|Jie exertion of a' 


the harvest of 18i05 
suQuiiierof 


Freta 5 pei^cent. 
above to 2 percent, 
below par. 


Bebw f»ar from 
November, 1808, 


In the report tjf the BiiHioHSommittec, 
great irhpaa^nce is attached to^the'&t, 
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deduced from evidence^ that the price of 
gold places <Mi>4he<CDntiaentlias 

not advanced; as it>Jshewis, says Ae re¬ 
port, ifaat tb&a£itia|tpnc^(d'(g(}ld in tfae- 
foreign marled are 5U$t^ao';i»i;iw ioirer 


than Us markdt • jirice iiei^'SB-lhe dif- 

' * 

ference* 'of the’ -fcxchanj^'^'ainotiirts to. 
Granted, and howicishotild it be- tjtber- 
wist? Suppose;‘for example^ that gold 

t 

in France,'twenty years ago, wa^ &l livres 
peroz. at JOdi'pei* li^i”i^al to'about 
; 8s; andihepfexebange ^S-livres per pound 
sterling ; the plied of; gold in Eaigland 
rises to 90s. p^^pfri!,’hut'the exchange 
falls to 20 livres; 4,|lii^>^rspa,' therefore, 
in France, irho sfaoiihl P^der a quantity 

^ t 

of gold fromtEnglafiij^'^and' mQtt hills 

>•/« ^ 9 ' 

for the payh)^, Sidl it^fod 

the old ^rice in^rrahbe; sniaU 

profit.*''^ FnjjhehSs^^ ^hiaiitied would 
infer, that our money is depreciated; and. 
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in faetjiit is. so^wit^ respect pd: thftt and) 
some other countiies; rbut it proves no.; 
more, than that-our- poweripi Md. inven . 
terate eQem;^bas b^p^sjodar snopessiul, by 


his prohib^cS)^)decr^.as to-havo forced 
us to pay a veiyJhigh^licc for all the arti¬ 
cles we are wnd^. tJhe-Aneceswty of, pur¬ 
chasing from the .t^un|ries:nndl|r his in¬ 


fluence; and that his deep laid . schemes 
and machinatimis for.the ruin pf, our' 

V ' 

commerce, id whichihe. has. so <d)Sti- 
uately persevered, aj-e^ilfPgth beginning 
to take eilcct, the'alanpin^ state of. com¬ 


mercial afiairs loudly., pFpcj|aims. Bpt. 
what' would an impartial specfafor say to 
the conduct of<, opr. Ojjtp goyernnient, 

under sudi circumstances ? ’ Would he be-, 

» • ' ' * 


■ * I ‘ 

lieve,. tbat every.• st^ ,y?e ha%'e tai^en, 
every lawisjand ordiqaiM:e, .Sve.have pub¬ 
lished, has , bads a tendency||o forward 
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and assist the enemy in this injurious 
mode of warfare ? 

We have tire value of millions in co¬ 
lonial produce lying dead in every port 
of the kingdom, and the value of many 
millions mfirt of goods, of all kinds, 
crowded into the warehouses of our ma¬ 
nufacturers; the sale and export of which, 
*I will venture to say, are almost as much 
impeded by our own laws ks by those of 
the enemy 

Is it to be believed, did it not appear 
in evidence before Uris very Committee, 
that at the time our, markets were over¬ 
stocked with cotton wool, the govern¬ 
ment should liave rigorously prohibited 
the export of it? This cotton had been 
]>aid for by our manufactured goods, am' 
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France^ by an indirect channel, would 
have taken it in payment for her corn, 
but our government would not altow of 
such transaclions. ^ 

« 

Had we ever so many guineas in cir¬ 
culation, they would be forced out of 
the country by such policy. We, have 
at this moment, I should compute, not 
much less than the value of tivo millions 
sterling of cotton wool, 6f which our ma» 
nufacturers are not in want; but we are 
not permitted to send it abroad, although 
France should be willing to receive it. 

V 

When the crop of com falls short, it 
is not by pecks and bushels that wc want 
it, but by thousands, and even millions 
of quarters: if it be short only'bne-eighth, 
it would require 1,1250,000 quarters to 
supply the deficieac)'; if onedburtli, dou- 
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ble the quantity, which, at £S per quar* 
ter, would amount to seven millions and 
a half. How iniignihcant then does not 
this useless metal appear, when compared 
with the value and importance of our 
daily bread ? If we are desirous of restor¬ 
ing our starling money to a par with the 
monies of other coantrie!!i, our first stej> 
should be to cultivate our soil, until we 
can make it produce a sufficiency of pro¬ 
visions for the' inhabitants that tread 
upon it, or by other means, bring the sup¬ 
ply to a par with the consumption; then, 
indeed, and than only, may we be said 
to become independent. 


At the time the proof of these addi¬ 
tions was in my hand for Correction, I 
ipeceived the Monthly Review for January, 
and find my pamphlet noticed in the last 
article of the catalogue. The replies to 
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many of the Reviewers’ remarks, it will 
be seen, have^ been anticipated. I am 
censured for having dared to dissent from 
•the opinions nf the celebrated Dr. Adam 
Smith; but surely; no name, liowever 
high; nO' n^tatkm, hosrever solid, can 
sanction error, oo:.. should stifle inquiry. 
The subject on which this great philoso¬ 
pher wrote, is of general interest; and it 
appears to me, hardly any reflecting 
man, however busily employed in com¬ 
mercial concerns, can avoid meditating 
upon some point or other of political (eco¬ 
nomy at every vacant moment. 

1 am in possession of the Sv:ond edition 
of pr. Smith’s work on the Wealth of Na¬ 
tions, which 1 read af the time of its 
appeai^ance.; but could never subscribe 
to all his opinions, and to this in parti¬ 
cular,~That the pse in the price of com- 
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modides/vvas occarioited by the deprecia- 
tio 0 or etcess of money; for,4f this were 
trae, it would «eem to follow, that the 
risei^4fae pri^ of articles o^ht to be in 
an exact ratio or proportion to each 
other; whereas, the price of com at this 
moment is nearly treble that at which 
1 remomber it, and the price of butchers' 
meat not more than double; and many 
other instances of the like disproportion 
might be found. 

I s 

The Reviewer says I shall find, that 
during the last twenty years, n^l^y more 

V 

articles have risen than fallen: it may be 
so, if the whcdeiwere enumerated. I have 
already fiaentioned iron, ;one of the prin* 
cip^tl productmns of our own country; -I 
may add to it copper, cheaper now 
than at any tinie since the inveptibn of 
sheathiiig ships with it; and perhaps I 
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may venture likewise to add, the most 
important one of fuel, which I do believe 
IS cheaper, at the mouth of the pit, 
than it was twenty years ago, notwith¬ 
standing the incalculable increase of con¬ 
sumption by steam engines, fbunderies, 
and furnaces of every description: many 
articles of luxury, particularly in dress, 
are cheaper; and of foreign articles, 
I think it may be asserted, that every 
one, (with the exception of corn) the pro¬ 
duce of countries not in the possession of 
our enemies, is as cheap as it was at that 
period. 

« 

It is also said, that had I ventured a 
little further into the depths of political 
oeconomy, I should have discovered that 
it is the natural tendency of things to be¬ 
come cheaper as society advances, and 
that enhancement is produced by taJta- 
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tion. The former is exactly what I have 
been endeavouring to prove, and the lat¬ 
ter I have expressly declared. That it is 
the natural tendency of things to become 
cheaper, as far as the capacity of our soil 
admits, there cannot be the smallest 
doubt; we can invent machine to 
abridge labour; we can dig deep and 
penetrate far underneath the earth, in 
search of metals, but we cannot extend 
its surface, whereon alone provisions 
can be produced ; for which plain rea¬ 
son, food has become dear, and almost 
every thing else cheap: IK why we 
should give up these two popular and 
significant words, and in place of them 
say, that money has become too plenti¬ 
ful, 1 never could see a g(K)d reason. 
That its amount has most astonishingly 
increased in this kingdom, there can be 
no question, but the increase has been 
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demanded by the proportionate aug¬ 
mentation of our internal traHic. 

It has been alleged, that both the bank 
of England and the country bankers 
have issued their paper-money to ex¬ 
cess; but this cannot be done without 
almost immediate correction; and, I may 
say, never has been done to an extent 
that could affect the community at large. 

So long, then, as our government does 
not attempt by any arbitrary act, to force 
upon us a^paper-moncy of its ow n crea¬ 
tion, or to influence the directors of the 
bank to advance their notes, without 
ample provision being first made for their 
speedy redemption, wx may, in my hum¬ 
ble opinion, proceed in our present sys¬ 
tem with the most perfect security. 


THE END. 
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LETTER L 

1 


MY LORD, ’ Slit JJec. 1809* 

tN addressing your Lordship, J think any apology unne¬ 
cessary, asthc subject of my observations is one which 
is immediately referable to the profession, of which your 
Lordship, by the station you fill, must be considered the 
head. It is a subject which imports considerations of no 
less moment than whether that profession, which has ever 
been esteemed honourable and liberal, doubtless because 
its professors are, or at least are supposed to be, actuated 
by sentiments of Imnour and liberality, shall longer con¬ 
tinue to assume the pre-eminence of being so charac¬ 
terized; or whctiier, on the contrary, it shall not bti 
deemed to have forfeited its pretensions, by the adoption, 
among its professors,, of a principle of action founded on 
selfish, illiberal, and aristocrat!cal notions, as inconsistent 
with true dignity as tli^ are hostile to the very essence 
and spirit of our free constitution. 


B 
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Your Lordship has recently been a candidate for the 
high office of Chancellor of one of the most liberal and en¬ 
lightened Universities in Europe.—If to your Lordship it 
is justly imputable tliat you have either sanctioned, or not 
prevented, having had the power of doing so, an arbitrary 
system, which would have disgraced the days of Monkish 
ignorance, men shall I say, it is truly, a theme of exulta¬ 
tion that you have been disappointed in the attainment of 
a distinction^of which you would have been unworthy. 

On the very day wlien the event of your contest for the 
.Chancellorship of Oxford was yet uncertain, though your 
success M’as anticipated by many, who knew your Lord- 
sliip’s power, and the probable effect of die No Popery*^ 
clamour, I own it struck me as an omen most inauspicious 
to the future prosperity of the University, and to the ge¬ 
neral advancement of science, to observ^e, in that Court 
only over which you preside, a placard pt^ted up in these 
words, “ Tliat no person who has wkittijn fou hire in 
T iiF. NEWSFAPERS shall he admitted to do exercises t<» 
entitle him to be called to the Bar.” 

1 have ever been taught to consider it as one of the 
most distinguishing features of the free Constitution and 
Government of England, that the path to honours in every 
profession, and even to the highest employments of the 
State, U'as alike open to all the subjects of the King. It is 
expressly so stated by an eminent commentator on our 
laws; but he wrote before your Lordship w’as Chancellor. 

Now, who are these persons against whom this sweeping 
interdiction is pronounced ? I will suppose one of them 
to be the younger son of an honourable, but not an opu¬ 
lent parent; that he is sent forth upon the world to seek 
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his fortune, with np odier inlieritance than his father’s 
blessing, and the advantages of a liberal education, per¬ 
haps not obtained for hini without many sacrifices; I will 
suppose him placed in the metropolis, where his appear¬ 
ance, to gain respect, must be that of a gentleman. He 
feels conscious of his strength, and is ambitious of embrac¬ 
ing one of the laaiiied professions. The law seems to 
open to liim the fairest prospect of success. In his pur¬ 
suit he has every difficulty to encounter, from the want of 
that assistance wdiich the rich only can command; he 
puts forth his talents, and renders them available through 
the medium of those publications by which the people of 
this country have been more instructed and illumined 
than they could have been, or would be, by reading all the 
law-books that have been or ever will be written. Well 1 
he does this, and he derives from It that fair, honourable, 
and well-earned remuneration w'hich every man is enti- 

9 

tied to for his exertions, whether they are literary or active,* 
mental or corporeal. He improves himself, wliile he is 
improving others; he obtains those resources which enal)le 
him to pursue his studies; but, at length, when liis term 
of probatloB is nearly expired, he enters Lincoln^s-lnn 
Hall, the local habitation, not t)f rigid justice, but of a su¬ 
perior and milder genius. Kauri v; he sees your Lord- 
ship installed as her representative, and, on looking around 
him, instead of contemplating those emblems whicli 
should adorn a Fane, sacred by the object of its dedication, 
he observes the wall polluted by the dreadful deuuncia- 
tion—the mem fekel —Thou art weighed in the ba¬ 
lance, and found w'anting. It is true, you may be a man 
of consummate ability—you may give promise of one day 
becoming a British Minos in the admljiistratii>ii of tlie 
laws; but you have written for hire in the ntiwspapejs, 
and you eaniuit be permitted to do those CMTci'Cs whicit 
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arc to entitle you to be called to the Bar ” Can such 
things be ? Docs this pretended rule of law, which re¬ 
stricts the birthright of the subject, emanate from the le¬ 
gislature, or from the Benchers of liincoln*s-Inn, or from 
your Lordship ? If this principle of exclusion he once 
admitted, or, rather, presumed to be admitted—^if it be 
not repressed by your l<ordship, or a higher authority, 
where will it stop^ It is a rule which may be rendered 
applicable to an extent that would exclude all talent from 
the English Bar, and make the decisions of Courts of 
Justice and Equity depend upon the crude reasoning and 
arguments of men who had been admitted to the privi¬ 
lege of practising as advocates, and, ultimately, of sitting 
in judgment, not because they were men of merit, hut be¬ 
cause, fortunately for them, it was not in their power to 
write a line, for which the Editors of Newspapers, wlio 
are, generally, pretty accurate judgCvS of wliat is good 
, writing, would give even the value of the paper on which 
it was written, 

I liave given a correct delineation, generally speaking, 
of a writer in a newspaper. 1 believe it answers the de¬ 
scription of those who usually come under that denomi¬ 
nation. Tiiere may be exceptions; there may be persons, 
in the inferior departments of Journals, wlio, comparatively 
spciiking, are as insignificant as many of those Barristers 
who are called, but not chosen, and to whom a man of 
common sense would no more entrust his cause, than he 
W'ould tlie care of his health, or the preserration of his life, 
to an impudent empiric who was ignorant of the first lines 
of physic. 

Permit me now to {H^sent this subject to your Lordship 
in another point of view. 1 will suppose that, by a con- 



cnrr^nce of events hardly within the reach of prohahiiUy, 
ihat branch of the Liegislalure, r^hieh is presumed to re.- 
present the Commons of England, was actually con?{K)Si4 
of Senators in every respect iodepeiKlent—inen, wlio 
disdained to court tlie smiles of Ministers, on the ope 
hand, or the mutable and tod often indiscriminating ap¬ 
plause of the peopt^ on die otjwjr. 1 will imagine sdeh 
a representation saying among themselves,'^ " We wish to 
remain in as pure a stato as we now are, at the moment 
of our convention. JHow is this to be eliected ? W'liy, 
chiefly !>} not suflfering oui-sdves to be contaminated by 
the presence of lawyers. They are a< rac^ of men whose 
da 5 % and hours are constantly occupied in the contoition. 
of right into wrong, and wrtnjg into rlglit—of vice into ^ 
virtue, and innocence into guilt. There are among them 
men who, for a few guineas, will exert their wdiole facul¬ 
ties to take away the life of a fellow-creature, by convicting 
him of an oifence .tliey know he has nor eoniinittod; or 
who will endeavour to retoin in the possession of 
villain, that estate of which they arc conscious he has 
despoiled the lawful heir.—-These men, so habituated, 
are unfit to be legislators. They will plead against the 
cause of their country just as soon as they would agaipst 
the cause of justice; and if our enemies should give them 
a bribe in the sliape of a brief or a fee, they will think 
it incumbent upon them to do the best tliey can for their 
client, and, consequently, to sacrifice the interests of 
their ermntry.*"—Suppose this to be thc' language of an 
independent Parliament, what would the lawyers .say to 
it ? They would condemn it as unjust, partial, and illegal, 
though perhaps there might be as much sound policy, 
as .truth and good sense, in such a principle of exclusion. 

1 will not be so uncliapitable as to say this would be a 
just picttire of modern lawyers, but certainly the reasoi? 
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for preventing their introduction to the Legislative As¬ 
sembly would be as legitimate as any they or your Lord- 
sliip can urge for the e^Lclusion) from the English Bar, 
of a class of men, some of whom Were, without objec¬ 
tion, admitted to it before your Lordship was Chancellor, 
and at this moment either rank high as advocates, or 
administer justice from the Bench. It would be invi¬ 
dious, after having read such an anathema in your Lord¬ 
ship’s Court, to name those to whom I allude. A very 
little inquiry will give your Lordship all the information 
you can require on the subject. Surely no man will be 
*the worse lawyer for being a good writer. If he be a good 
writer, it is natural he should be ambitious of writing! 
for the eye of the public; and if be writes for the 
public, it is but reasonable be should be rewarded, 
without, by his acceptance of reward, rendering himself 
liable* either to civil or political disabilities. 

[ will not lengthen my address to your l.iordship, by 
asking you, wbat it is that constitutes the difference be¬ 
tween those who write for hire, and those who speak 
for hire: it seems to be a distinction altogether without 
a difference; except that, with regard to the latter, their 
prostitution of talent is notorious and common: verba 
et iram locuni* If, when your Lordship was at the bar, 
a client had given you a brief to sustain a bad cause, it 
would have been your duty to have made the worse ap¬ 
pear the better side. 1 condemn not lawyers for the 
immorality of their profession, as it is at pjesent ex¬ 
ercised ; it is an evil which the existing state of society 
has rendered necessary, I blame (hem only for presum¬ 
ing to exclude from their profession, men, many of 
whom are as honorable and learned as the most exalted 
among them. 



11 


1 repeat, that if what I have adverted to is in any 
respect attributable to your liordship, you will do well 
to exert your authority in erasing a resolution, or bye-law, 
which, if appealed from, could not be acted upon, and 
probably would have no other effect than that of transmit¬ 
ting the epoch of your I^ordship’s Chancellorship to pos¬ 
terity, accompanied, with sentiments of regret that a 
person capable of sanctioning sucli a proceeding should 
hdvc ever had the power. 

1 remain, &c. &c. 

ONE WHO WAS A WHITER. FOR 
THE I^EWSPAPEHS. 



LETTER U. 


jay 1.01109 ZdJatu 1810 * 

SOME time ago I addressed your Lordship on the 
subject of a placard posted up in l^iDColn’s-lnn-Hall, tlie 
place where you Ijold tite Court of Chancery, interdicting “ 
all persons, who had ever written for hire in the news¬ 
papers, from doing time exercises v'hick should enahlc 
them to be called to the bar. The terms and .scope of 
my address were rather of a general and introductory na- 
ture^ tending to point out the illegality of the exclusion^ 
and to expose the iilllicrality of ihe principle that gave 
it birth. 1 tmeed, not in false or flattering, but in true 
and unvarijished colours, the portrait of a writer for the 
journals; and, for the sake of your own dignity and 
character, I do sincerely hope you have, in contem¬ 
plating it, taken from ycfur mind’s eye the mote whicli 
impaired its vision. I might have represented it under 
the similtude' of a rising plant, iiurtored in the warm 
sunshine of a southern aspect, hearing, and giving pro¬ 
mise of bearing, goodly fruit; and have infeiTed, 1 fear 
without the imputation of liarshncss or injustice, that 
yonr Lordship^ influence, like the deadly blight coming 
from the T'foith, had depressed its growth, witliered its 
blossoms, and nearly cankered it to the very root 

It lias been stated to me, by a kind of dcmi-oflicial 
communication, tliat I have mistaken the object of my 
attack; that yom Lordship has nothing to do with the 
^*subject of my complaint^ that you are not a Bencher of 
Lincoln’s-lnn ; and tliat what I have unfairly attributed to 
you, has proceeded from a set or pcratais acting in- 
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dependciitly, and without liavlng been oontroul-jd, 
cither by your Lordi^liip, or any auttiority whatever. I's 
this a detence you arc yourself willing to avow ? If it 
Is, 1 sliall have attained one most important point to¬ 
wards that ultimate success to which I look forward with 
confidence; 1 shall then have yo\ir distinct admission, 
that you arc truly'ashamed of having it sup])o>cd you 
could have given your countcnaiicc to such a proceeding; 
and that yon are desirous the odium of it should not be 
cast on you, but on those alone to whom all the respon- 
silnllfy uftlie act belongs. There arc some propositions 
so monstrous, that they refute themselves—they may h«j 
impiohablc, or they may be inconsistent with truths not 
genendly known. With respect to the proposition, that 
your liordshi}) Is not the direct author of this innovation, 
it will ])e inv task to sliew that both these touchstones 
apply. First, then, I say, it is improlmble. Can any 
man believe that the Benehers of JjincoInVJim would 
have presumed to hnvt^ e.stahlished a r»dt* for the (ptallfi- 
caticu or di>qualilicalion of pt'i’sous who were to plead in 
the C-onrt where you represent your Sovereign, without 
fuNt liavirig consulted you, and had your sanction ? Would 
tlicy ha\'o dared, 1 say, to have altered the contmon law 
t>^he land, by restricting tlte rights c»f any cla.ss of nnm 
in the country ? or would they have libelled yotir Loid- 
ship, by aflixing their ordinance to that clleel imme¬ 
diately before your eyes, if they Itad not had, or if they 
had not conceived they had, your express avowal ? Tim 
tliiiig is absolutely incredible! Besides, you would not 
liave jtermitted them to have done the act they have 
done, if it had not been perfectly accordant l*> 
your own vtishes. So much, then, for the probability 
of the proposition, that 1 have mistaken the object 
of rriy attack^ I prt>cccd to the application of ii;\ 
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bccond test. It is som^ years since a certain bookseller, 

» 

I tliink of the name of Eaton, was tried upon an inform¬ 
ation for publishing a pamphlet of a seditious tendency. 
Your Lordship was then Attorney-General, and, as 
such, the ofBcial prosecutor for the Crown. You cross- 
examined one of the witnesses produced on the part of 
the Defendant; tliat witness, as I recollect, did not, by 
liis answers, place himself in a very favourable point of 
view. When asked what his profession was ? he said he 
was a student at law. It did not appear that he had 
entered himself of any of the Jnns of Court, but he pro¬ 
fessed l)is of doing so. Upon being more 

cloMiJy n te-’jTgaied by you, he admitted, and J firmly 
bclit e uitraly^ tlitit he Wis a writer of the newspapers ; 
upon which vour Lordship imuu'diately exjjrcssed your- 
sell to this etfect—and I state your words, not so much 
on niy own recollection, as cn tljc authority of the more 
accurate remembrance «>£ others—^\ou exclaimed nearly 
in these terms : “ It ahall, be mtj enre that notui of these 
iietvsyaper u riters shall ever Itave it iu tlwir power to be 
called to tlwharT You found one person of doubtful 
charactei, perhaps, falsely desreibing himself as a writer 
for the public journals, and expressing an intention of 
becoming a student at law—you immediately determij^ 
tliat the pretensions of all future candidates for the pro¬ 
fession should not depend upon individual merit or de¬ 
merit ; and you declared your firm resolve to use your au¬ 
thority, indiscriminately, for the puqtosc of preventing 
all persons who should, at any period of their lives, have 
instructed their fellow-cicaturcs through the medium of 
a newspaper, and had been rewarded for their honorable 
labour, from ever approaching the threshold of that 
temple which the law and constitution of England says 
is open to every subject. 
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Now, supposing I am correct, was this either liberal 
or candid ? Is this a thing fit to be related of a Nobleman 
aspiring to become Chancellor of a learned University, 
the nursery, tlie Alma Mater of science. Without con¬ 
sidering how many writers for newspapers there are, whosc 
talents would adorn any assembly known to tbe Consti¬ 
tution of England, you reject them all from the profession 
of the law, because you once found one who was un¬ 
worthy. 


To proceed by degrees—^Thus, then, stands llie aigu- 
ment with respect to the proposition that y<mr JLordsliip 
is not the author of this unjust system of exclusion, i 
have inferred its improbability, and £ have shewn tliat it is 
utterly inconsistent witli a fact in the history r»f your 
Lordship’s life. 1 find you, when you was Attorruy- 
Genenil, manifesting an inclinuliou to do a particular 
act j nay more, I find you expressirig a (h'tcimination to 
carry your intention into effect. 1 find the vejy thing 
you threatened wlien you was Attorney-General, executed 
in the year 1807, wlieii you was Chancellor, and in tlie 
zenith of power; and, in addition to all this, 1 find notice 
of it given in the very Court over which your authority 
more peculiarly extends.—Can there be a doubt upon tlje- 
^bjecr? lhave demonstrated, withinatliematical nrcci.^ion, 
the truth of niy jiosition, tla^ your Lordship was the 
prime cause and mover of this odious rtstrietlon. J 
have fairly given my daia^ and I shall leave the pubhe 
to draw the corollajy. 


1 am free fo admit, tliat what I am accusing yoni 
Lordship of, has, in effect, been done by the Benclieri 
of Lincoln’s-lmi, and i.s ajiparently their act; but wiii 
any man, ambitious td' a silk govviu attempt tu defeiuJ 



you, by tJirowing around you such a flimsy veil of gos¬ 
samer, which a breath is sufficient to dissipate ?—No! 
My charge is, tliat it is your Lordsliip^s deed—that you 
have either commanded it to be done, or, having tlie 
(>owcr, have not prevented it—* 

-Qm iioa vetat peccare jubet— 

Aniioi vitia si (eras fads tua. 

Upon this principle, and for the other reasons 1 have 
stated, I must still continue of opinion, that I have not 
jnistuken the proper object of iny attack 5 and that in flying 
my falcon at the higher game, I have acted the part of 
a judicious sportsman. 

J now proceed 10 mention the names of these same 
Benchers, this aoi-dimnt eor[»()iatioii. tIk’-'C Lincoln's-Inn 
jLegi^lato^^, v ho have arrogated to tlKiiiselvcs the right 
of making bye-laws, forsooth, which are to exclude from 
a lucrati\e profession a particular cla>s of hi> Majesty’s 
subjects, who have eomniitted no crime I know of, tliat 
should operate as a perpetual attainder, except tliat tliey 
may have been too active in exposing the weakness and 
jinbceility of some of the Administrations of which joti 
hav e. been a component part. 

« 

'Phe following is a correct list of this convueation of 

jjolitic Benchers, 

» 

John Soley, Esq. Jolm Street, Kings Rond. 

Richard Ray, Esq. Uawleigb, Suttblk, 

Jolm Ord, Esq. 43, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 

Francis Burton, Esq. 5, I 'pper Brook Street, < iiosvenoy 
, ^"tptarc. 

William Selwyn, Esq. King’s Road, Bedford Row. 
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lUght Hon. Lord Erskhie, Hampiiiead. 

Right Hon. Viscount Sidmonth, ic, (iloucestcr Place, 
Poitman Square. 

Right Hon. Sir WiUiftin (iraut, Knt. Master of the 
Rolls, Chancery l^ne. 

Right Hon. Lord Glcnbervie, Conduit Street, Hanover 
Square. 

Sir Thomas Plunier, 19, Lincoln’s Inn. 

Sir John Aiistruther, Bart. 23, Albemarle Street. 
William Garrow, Esq. Bedford Row, and 2 , Scrle 
C'omt, Lincoln’s Inn- 

Wiliiarn Mainwaring, Esq, Hanover Square. 

Sir Vieary Gibbs, Bedford Square, and 2. Scrle C'ourt, 
Lincoln’s Inn. 

Robert Dallas, Esq. 3, Scrle Court, Liitcoln's Inn, and 
S, Bedford St|uare. 

Right Hon. Spencer Perceval, 57, Lincoln’s Inn Field.", 
William Adam, Esq.. 4, .Serle Couit, f.rincaln^ Inn. 
and Blc»onisbury S(jnare. 

James Allan Park, Esq. 33, Lincoln's Jm; Fi<‘ld.', 
Richard Howard, Esq. (jiroswnor-square. 

Abel Moys*‘y, Esq. 23,Han Street, BkKimsbury Sqnaic. 
Sir .lohn Pollen, Bart. Redenhain, near Andover. 
Francis Hmgrave, Esq. New Jiosivel) Court, Cuiev 
S ivet. 

Edmund Dayrell, Esq. Uu Old Buildings, Lincoln’.' 
Inn. 

George Wilson, Esq. d. Stone Buildings, Lineolu’s Imi. 
Thomas Milles, Esq. 4, Serle Court, Lincoln*.'' Inn. 
Charle.'^ Thomson, Esq. 13, Old iJuilJings J..ineol!j'. 
Inn. 


Henry Martin, Jilsq. 2, .Serle Court, I^iueuin s Inn. 
Nathaniel GoodingClaiko, Esq. 5, Brick (’ouit, Temple. 



18 


It will be observed,’ that in the above list there are 

some Masters in Chaucer}’; some persons who have re-' 

\ 

tired to their estates; some of them persons of whom I 
shall hereafter have much to say; and others, whose w'ell- 
known liberality of sentiment will not allow me to attri¬ 
bute to them even a knowledge of this odious measure. 

1 hope, the only effect of my making their names public 
will be to give them an opportunity of disavowing thcii 
paticipation in an act which is in opposition to the whole 
tenor of their political lives, and would, if it could be 
truly imputed to tliem, stamp their characters with the 
seal of hypocrisy, 

I feel the necessity of bringing this letter to a conclu- 
ion. What 1 have left uidhilshcd, believe me, shall not 
be omitted in my next. 1 think 1 have already done 
enough to shew, tliat those wlio may be at the pains to 
explore the horoscope of that adverse fate which impend¬ 
ed over the heads of the mortals among whom I am 
classed, and threatened to deprive us of our civil and 
political rights, will find that, hi an evil hour, you wa'^ 
Lord of the ascendant, shedding your iiifliu'ncc over 
minor, but more malign planets. T trust the guardian 
Genius which brought light from darkness, and science 
from barbarism, will co\er us with her wings, and coun¬ 
teract the destiny that hangs lowering over us. 

Be assured, no exertions of mine sliall be wanting to 
produce the great end. I am strong in the justice of my 
cause, and, at pres.»nt, require no' aid. Avoid a defeat, 
by a victory over yourself. Acknowledge, that in an un¬ 
guarded moment you have doue, or suffered to be done, 
that which your better judgment revolts at. .Let your 
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word go fonh : repeal this disgraceful, illiberal, illegal, 
and \jnconstitutioi)ai byo-law. Suffer not the' banner of 
ignorance, pride, and aristocracy to remain longer un¬ 
furled within the w^dls of a Court of Equity; and, by so 
honorable an exertion of y-^our authority, spare me the 
pain of again addressing you. 

1 remain, &c. &c. 
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LETTER TIL 

wy LORD. l8//^ Jan. 1810. 

TVIOCE have I addressod your Ijordship on the subject 
ol that placard which is sulVcred to sully the walls of the 
Hall where the Court of Chancery is held; twicoj with 
a prophetic and W'aritiiig voice, have T advised you to 
rescue your cliaracter from the odium which will altacii t<» 
it, if you should descend from your high office, withi)ul 
previously obliterating that illegal and unconstitutional 
bye-law of an egoistical Corporation, who ha\ e pj'csunK’d 
to declare, that men, wdio have w’ritten for the Journals 
of the only free country under the canopy of Heaven, 
fchall be excluded from the profession of the law, and shall 
not be entitled to do those exorcises tvhich arc to i nabic 
them to he c alled to the Bar. 

It was my intention to have represented to you what 
would have Ix’cn the enVet of such a vicious system of 
partial exclusion, if, instead of having its dale within the 
j|)eriod of your Lordship’s influence, it eonld have been 
traced to an a^ra, anterior to that in which literature so 
eminently flourished in this country. It was ujy piirpow 
to have shewn what sort of persons were likely to hate 
come within the prohibition ; but, upon reflection, I find 
f shotdd he taking to(» wide a range; my Address would 
exceed even the prolixity of a bill in (^hancci ^, 1 should 
have to enumerate nearly all the cclebrattid writers of the 
last century, from Addison down to the Lcairned Judge ’ 
who now administers the laws of England to the inhabit- 
unts of Indostan. 


* 8ir James Macintosh, 



It has been reserved for your judicial existence to cu- 
gender this monstrous production; and future historians 
will have to say, that while Lord Kldon, the candidate 
for the Chancellorship of Oxford, held the seals, such an 
edict w’as suffered to be promulgated by a junta of Lin¬ 
coln’s Inn Benchere, acting immediately under his eye 
and authority. 

With the assistance of these instruments, you have 
done all in your power to degrade and lower in society 
a class of men, w’ho, in every unprejudiced point of view, 
were entitled to your respect. You have made the Court 
of Chancery like the desert that surrounds the l/pas-trv.e. 
You have exhaled an atmosphere in which genius and 
learning can neither thrive or even exht. You have ren¬ 
dered it inaccessible to all, except those who, by the ad¬ 
ventitious circumstances of birth and fortune, are destitute 
of that stimulus which can alone render them useful to 
the public, and urge, them to exertions, without which, 
celebrity is un.ittainable in any profession. 

Cct me ask your Lordship, what there Is in tlie elm- 
racter of u writer for the public journals which ihonld 
justly subject liim to be treated as an alien to the British 
Constitution, and to be considered unworthy its protection ? 

Who, when tlie inveterate and hereditary rive.ls and ene¬ 
mies of this country threatened to stain its sacred soil with 
our own blood, and when rumours were abroad of an imme¬ 
diate invasion by their hostile bauds—who,! say,seii.cd the 
war-denouncing trumpet ofFame,and “blewa blast so loud 
and dread,” that it was heardfromone extiem^y of the king¬ 
dom to the other ? 'Phe writers for the newspapers. Wlio, 
at that awful moment, assisted the Government in arming 



400,000 brave men, who, under able direction, would 
have scattered to the four winds of Heaven all the armies 
that could have been brought against them ? The writers 
for the public'journals did this.—Who, at that eventful 
crisis, caught the spark of patriotism, fanned it to a flame, 
and, by dilatir»g it, warmed the bosom of every Briton; 
converting, by a species of magic, the sons of industiy 
into warriors? The writers for the newspapers.—Who, 
when (dreadful to be remembered !) a mutiny in the navy 
w^as on the point of giving France those fleets slie never 
could have conquered—who, I ask, prevented this catas¬ 
trophe, by conveying to our deluded .seamen the words 
of wisdom and admonition, M'hich flowed from the lips of 
the country’s most revered representatives ? The writers 
for the newspapers.—Who have instnu ted the people of 
England, and, while they liave made them as eoiiipetenf 
judges of good government those by whom they are 
governed, have infused into ihem, or, at least, eminently 
encouraged, that spirit of loyalty and aflectiou to their 
King and (Constitution, which induces them to bear, with 
patience and resignation, evils at which a less enlightened 
nation might revolt ? The writers for the ne\v.>papers have 
done this 1—And are these the men wIk^ are to he dis¬ 
graced, to be lessened in their own estinialioii, and in 
the opinion of the public, by a iion-descript, self-elected 
assembly of Benchersj sitting in conclave in Lincoln's 
Inn ? Why, the human mind shrinks from the contem¬ 
plation of such a prodigy, 1 am ashamed that such men 
should have ever breathed the air of England—they are 
adapted to a different meridian. They .should have been 
placed among the membci’s of that subservient Senjite, 
who debase the nobler attributes of man by their abject 
submission to the worst of tyranny. Those who, because 
fhey vainly think they have the power, would trample upon 



the riglits of any class of llieir fellow-citizens, are uii- 
worthy to be dcuoniinated Englislimen. 

I now proceed fo a very material part of the question— 
Tt is the investigation of the extraordinary phrase I lind 
in that placard, which, to iny utter astonishment, you 
have not yet removed' from your presence, representing, 
as I have already observed you do, a Sovereign, who has 
ever been ambitious of being considered the patron and 
promoter of learning. The words to which I refer are 
these—“ No person who has written, Jbr hire, in the news¬ 
papers, shall he called to the Bar.”—^Now, upon what 
ground is it, that a motive, which applies to all the trans¬ 
actions in whicli mankind can possibly be concerned, is 
selected, in order to deprive a particular class of their 
civil and political rights? If we could extend oit ob¬ 
servance to every |fart of the universe, we should hardly 
find a single individual, engaged in any pursuit whatever, 
who is not so engaged for liirc or gain, which are con¬ 
vertible terms. 

What can be move honorable than the character of a 
British Aierchant? Yet does he freight his ships and 
risque his merchandize without a prospect of gain ? Does 
not his liirc consist in that advantageous return he receives 
from the persons with whom he traffics ? Howls Ids com¬ 
merce conducted ? ^Vholly by persons, who, in their dif¬ 
ferent departments, serve him for hire. Would those 
who navigate his vessels, trust themselves to the perils of 
the deep by day and by night, if they M’ere not hired to 
brave the dangers of adverse elements, with which they 
necessarily have to contend ? But, to proceed a degree 
beyond this, what are our armies composed of, from the 
highest to .die lowest rank ? Why men, actuated, in a 
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certain degree, by native valour, and a thirst for glory ; 
but mainly impelled, as soldiers ever have been, and ever 
will be, by the hire they are to receive. I believe few 
instances can be mentioned of armies keeping the field, 
after their pay or hire has been withheld from them. 
JLook to our navy, our intrepid and invincible seamen— 
is there a man, from the Admiral to the common sailor, 
who would be found in the service if he was not hired ? 
I deprecate any invidious construction being put on these 
observations; I am merely using, in my owi^ defence, an 
argument which pride and a false view of the subject 
have forced upon me. What are the per ous who. from 
time to time, compose the Aduiinis^rations that are sup¬ 
posed to rule t’oe country ? \\ hy, the hired sen'ants of 
'th*' puhH<‘; and pivtty Idgh wage‘s tl.cy receivv, consider- 
inp' v\ijint Tv’ servants M)me of them arc. Did any one 
evi f - ear of a ALnhter giving liis 'Services to his country 
gratuitously? Oaisult M'-. Perce\al: if that he not eon- 
v'enient, The hed will ansv.ei* the qviestion. What 
are you? Lord High Char*ecllor of England—but are 
you not liord High Chanctiior tor hire? ^Vould you 
sacrifice your time and your thmicstie enjoyments, if you 
was not pa*d for it ? Would you sit from morn till eve, 
in I/meoln's Inn Kali, and from ev(» till morn in the 
House.of Lords, if you w’as not lured ? Would you lake 
the pains you do, to execute justice between parties in 
whose concerns you have no personal interest, if you 
derived no reward froni your exertions ? AVould you, as 
1 frequently observe you do, after Inuring, for hours, the 
tedious arguments of Counsel, take home with you ver¬ 
bose proceedings, to read which, must occupy many ad¬ 
ditional hours, in order to make assurance double sure, 
and be morally certain that your decree, which is to 
fifii'Ct tire property and interest of others, shall be free 



from every exception—that it shall be satisfacto]^^ even to 
the unsuccessful suitor—.iud be founded on tliose unerring 
principles of justice and ecjui y, 'wdiich shall make it a 
beacon to guide future Cl»anceilors ^—would you do all 
tins, if you did not do it for hire—could it be expected of 
you ? 1 am far from wishina; to ‘nfer that your emoluments 
are even adeqtiatc t^> ;/our iabouis —1 blame you only for 
haung adopted that uncharitable and Anti-Christian 
principle^ which has urged you, who have been so libe¬ 
rally dealt by yourself, to act with illibtrjliiy towards 
others. Tins is a subject vvhich is grievous to me to 
]>ursu;\ Jf you rightly consider ir, 1 am piusuaded it 
must overwhelm you with confusion, and 1 hope with re¬ 
pentance, that you should have sat one Lnstiii»l in the 
Court of Chancery with such a placard—^such a memcgrial 
of lgnorancc----staring you in the face. If 1 may use a 
language, ccrtaiinly not very classical, hut familiar to 
you, 1 say you have mortgaged the loc-simplc of j'our 
fame to prejudice, subject only to a proviso oi' redemption 
ill c ase you should, hy your restoration to a better way of 
thinking, be enabled to make satlsfaci'on. Your estate 
is on tlic point of being foreclosed. Let me ad vise you 
to avail yourself of 3 our equity, and, hy an act of justice, 
transmit the iiiherilance unincumbered to y^our pos¬ 
terity. 

It was mv indention to have made a few remarks with 

ml 

refer nee some of 3 0 iir nonorable Beiiehcrs whose 
nao.ics 1 litid in tiie list, particularly one of them who 
w:.s himseli a writer, at a very humble hire indeed, for 
the new:,paper of whieli the late Mr. V'l oodfall was once 
proprietor; but as your Lordship’s conduct is theme, 


* William Garrow, Esq. 
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it would-be a waste of time to throw away a word upon 
lesser objects. 

In addressing your Lordship, I have acquitted myself 
to my own feelings, and have done what I could, to shew 
my attachment to the ancient institutions of my couiitrj', 
as they existed before you was Chtincellor.. The moment 
I found that an usurped authority had destroyed one of 
the chaiactcristics of our free Governmeut, by closing 
the gate which leads to distinction, against a particular 
class of individuals, and had written over it, “ knock, 
but it shall not be opened to you,” that moment 1 dc* 
termined to oppose suclt an innovation. 

It would have been a reproach to the* present period 
of our history, if, when kn insidious and latal blow was 
ainjcd at the liberty of the subject, and the freedom of 

f- 

the press, there had not been one man found to protest 
against it. I liave protested, and do protest against it. 
All that remains to he done by me is th;" ; if I can find, 
and it would be impious to suppose I cannot, one among 
the representatives of my country, who will present my 
Petition to that august Assenrbly from which alotic re¬ 
dress is to be obtained, I solciimly pledge myself to state 
this grievance in terms which shall completely bring it 
within its powerful jurisdiction. 'I'he cause will then be 
out of my hands; and whatever may be the result, I shall 
have the satisfaction of having done what I think njy 
duty. 

If 1 should again see this placard, to which your atten* 
tlon has^ been so repeatedly drawn, in defiance of all 
decency disgracing a Court of Equity, 1 shall be con¬ 
firmed in the truth and justice of all the inferenpes and 



ubsemtions I have addressed to you. 1 shall lx* 
you still ciitertaiu the sentiments from which it sprang-. 

As these are sentiments by \vhich no man posses'-ed 
of learning hitnself, or capable ot‘patronising and encour¬ 
aging it in others, can be actuated. 1 shall congratulate flic 
Unix’^ersity of Oxford upon the good sense and prudence, 
they will have manifested, in not having chosen yon for 
their Chancellor. 


J remain. &c. 


IHI' iiNi-. 


PSLIKTUU BT JOHN iVI.EE, RATITBONK-rL U'R. 



.S’£C0.\'2> EDITIOX. 


A LETTER 



TO 



Bart. 


ON 

THE REPORT 

OF Tin: 

lUrjjjox COMMITTEE. 


J'rirc Half a Cru:<n 




A LETTER 

TOTUEUKiUTUOy, 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR, Bart. M.P. 

supporting his Aronnients 

IX RKFIITATION OF TIlO-sF \l)VAXC:i:D BY 

MR. IIUSKISSOX, 

Tin: yri*r^osi:ip DHPiirciA’rioN oi ni, jj ci. URi.’-i.' v 

iNf 

A LETTER TO 
Sir CHARLES VlllCl], ikut. 
ix M^ausr LAST, 

ON 'FlIF BFFORT OF TIIF. RFFLUiN COMMITTFI. 


s]U OXJ) JlDITfOX. 

( ONT,UMV<; 

OtjmrTotioii^!'on ihc rctuni //iwisjur (utoptcd hif the Jhitih 
id Eitgluml, rclalixc to t/u Do/iur TrLt jis, Sc, 


iJY I. M. SR)R1)EJ\ MELCHAN'E 


o/. i.osDoy. 


1‘llINTr.D ANDlTBUSIlKn IIV H K ( U.Sl’O?., HIIir!ll\ 
14 >L, (OUMIII.I. 

SOLD BY MESSliS. ( IDEI.t AND DAVIES, Sl'KANn: ('llAl’Fl.E, 
PALL MALI.; ‘'•rOEhDlLE, PU CADIl.L\ ; I, M. KKHAKDSOS, 

coumull; .1 nd sher'vood and <o. patiunosti’r-rovv', 


1811 . 




ADVERTISEMEWr, 


At the period I wrote the following pajijcs, 
I did not anticipate tliat tliey would ever be 
submitted to the perusal of the Public. 

71ie Report of the Bullion Committee, 
caused an uneasiness* in my mind, A\ liicli 
induced me in August last, to address a 
letter to Sir Charles Price, Bart. M. P. on 
the subject of the Report, 

I should have contented myself willi 
having thus far opposed, through a mer¬ 
cantile channel, the doctrines and daiioer- 
ous expedients, recommended by the said 
Committee to the Honorable the House of 
Commons, as a remedy of the evil attached 
to the circulation of our Coin, during tlic 
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present high price of Bullion; but having 
recently read Mr. Huskisson’s pamphlet^ 
entitled, ‘‘ The Question concerning the 
depreciation of our Currency,*' I have again 
been tempted to renew the subject, through 
the medium of the following letter, addressed 
to the Right Honorable Sir John Sinclair, 
Bart. * M, P, 

The more I consider the point in qiHs^ 
tion, the more firmly am I convinoed, that 
a plain mode of argument, founded on 
practical knowledge and observation, is the 
most likely means of arriving at the truth.— 
I wish not to arrogate to myself such know¬ 
ledge; the highly respectable evidence given 
before the Bullion Committee, is alone suf¬ 
ficient to establish the truth of thia as-^ 
sertion. 

I should not have presumed, at the 
present moment, to obtrude my opinion 
on the public, had I not have been urged 
thereto, by a few intimate friends. To their 
solicitations have I yielded; and should this 
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little work be conducive, in the smallest 

% 

degree, to the benefit of the cause I have 
espoused, or meet with the appit>bation of 
the piibiic, I shall be sufficiently remune¬ 
rated for iny trouble* 

?»iercar>liie pursuits having been my 
chief occupation in life; I trust I may be 
pcrniiued to plead that excuse, for any 
defect in language, or any errors into which 
a person, unaccustomed to writing for the 
press, is so apt to fall. 

• 

• 

LONDON, 

I7th March, 1811. 
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LETTER, 

&c. &c. 


TQ.ihe RiglU H0n, SiR.JjOffN^ SjKCJiAiR, Bart, Mi P. 

m. 

With peculiar pleasure I noticed 
your appointment as a Member of the Committee 
to enquire into the present state of commercial 
Credit, hy the Honorable the House of Commons, 
and 1 have been induced to address you from the 
belief, that such an investigation could not fail 
of leading into, and confirming some of the 
Opinions, vi^hich you have been pleased to express 
to th? Public, on The Report of the Bpllion 
" Committee,'* the final result of which is looked 
for with much anxiety by the mercantile branch 
pf the community. 


From the trouble you have taken to refute 
the doctrines contained in that Report, 1 am con¬ 
vinced, that it is your intention to oppose the 
B 



measures whicli are Ukeljto be further recom* 
mended hy the Committee to the Honorable the 
House of Commons. 

The Report of the Bullion Committee has 
been so fully, and so ably discussed by yourself 
and others, that what I am about to state, may 
possibly be deemed superfluous. 1 am aware. Sir, 
that my abilities are incompetent to the task I 
have undertaken; nevertheless, I cannot refrain 
from troubling you with my ideas on a subject 
which has so justly excited the attention of all 
classes. 

I wish it not to be thought that I have any 
thing particularly novel to offer to your notice; 
you have left but little to explain; I can only 
corroborate your opinions by observations made 
as a merchant during an experience of 42 years 
on the Royal-Exchange of London, and should 
you be enabled to glean from these Items, any 
thing likely to benefit the cause which you have 
so generously and so nobly advocated, my 
utmost wishes will be accomplished. 

As a mercantile roan, you roust naturally 
suppose that 1 felt alarmed at the publication of 
the opinions expressed in '' the Report of the 
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** Bullion Committee.*’ In consequence whereof^ 
1 was prompted in August last to write to Sir 
Charles Pric£> Bart. M. P. on the subject of the 
report^ and the recommendations therein con** 
tained; and^ that jou may have a just conception 
of the ideas I then had^ 1 take the liberty of pre^ 
facing my present remarks with a copy of that letter. 


* Loudon, 34th August, 1810, 

^ To SIR CH*iRLES PRICE, Bart. M. P. 

' Sir, 

- ' Having some remarks to make on 

* the Report of the Committee appointed by the 

* Honorable the House of Commons on the high 
' price of Bullion^ 1 cannot address them to a 
^ more proper person than yourself, being one 

* of the representatives of the city of London 
' (and president of the Society of Merchants trad* 
' ing to the Continent, a situation you have filled 

* with so much zeal and judgement) and from 

* the great experience you have acquired in mer* 
' cantile transactions being most fully competent 
' to form a correct judgement as to the merits of 

* this epistle, which should you deem worthy of 
^ note, you are at full liberty to make wb^ usq 

* of it you think proper. 
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^ The scarcity of Bullion^ and in particular 

* Gold^ is occasioned in my opinion^ only by the 

* Exchange with foreign parts being against this 

* country^ and not by the great quantity of Bank 
^ of England Notes in circulation. 

' Mr. Goldsmid^ a bullion broker^ informed 
^ the Committee at his examination^ '' that large 
stuns were exported about four months ago> but 
that the exportation sincejhad considerably de> 
** ereased * the reason that four months ago 

* the exchange with Paris was from 19 livres to 
^ 19 10 Tournois ibr one q)ound sterling; it is 
^ now 21 10 consequently the profit is about 10 
' per cent, less to export Gold than it was at that 
^ period. 

* Sir Francis Baring stated to the Committee^ 
that during the American war there was no 
scarcity of Bullion in this country, because 
^ thcl« were no restrictions on Trade;** 'I will 

* add, that the trade being then open with France, 

* and the whole Continent, the Exchange with 
^ the difierent towns in Europe kept at par, or 
' rather favorable to this Country, consequently 

* there was no profit in exporting Bullion; oo 
' the«t6ntrary, when the Exchange was in. favor 
^ of England^ which was generally the case, Bui- 
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* lion was received in lieu of Bills of Exchange 
' to purchase goods of all descriptions. Sir 
^ Francis also stated^ “ that the too great circu- 

lation of Paper was one of the causes of the 
scarcity of Bullion; for in the year 1797 the 
amount of Bank' of England Notes was eleven 
millions, and last Sessions a document was pre- 
sented to the House of Commons by which it 
appeared that the sum then in circulation 
amounted to twenty-one millions.'* ' Can any 

* body be surprised at this augmentation, consi^ 
‘ dering, 

‘ First, ITiat Government pays annually above 
' seventy Millions f6r tlie expences of the nation, 
^ and that, tiie greatest part paper. 

^ Secondly, That the Bank holds several 
Millions of Exchequer Bills; and, 

^ Thirdli/, That the Bank has been in the 
‘ habit, of late years, of making all payments for 
' the Holders of the Loan, except the first two, 
‘ and the last. 

^ The amount of Bank of England Notes in 
circulation, for Notes and Bills of Exchange 
^ discounted by the Bad^, I really believe, does 

* not exceed, in proportion to the increase of 
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^ trade> what it was before the 2?th Februarj> 

*^ 1797 . 

\ 

' I have no authority to say so; the Bank 
• Directors alone know> whether my conjectures 
' are right or wrong. 


^ I am sorry to differ in opinion with so 

* respectable and intelligent a Merchant as Sir 
' Francis Baring; but 1 am certain^ that the 

* great mass of Bank of England Notes at 

* present in circulation^ is not the cause of the 
^ scarcity and high pric» of Bullion; and I will 

* endeavour to prove, that the present Course of 

* Exchange with Foreign Parts, and not the 

* quantity of Paper in circulation, is the true 
^ Cause of this great export of Bullion, and 

* which has made it so scarce and dear. 


• The Bank ceased to pay in specie the 27th 
• Februar}^ 1797; the Exchange on Hambro* the 
24th of that month was 36 0 for sterling 


28 . 35 10 

3rd March.34 9 (3 percent, fall) 

7.35 1 (recovering) 

14.36 0 


* and it continued rising gradually in favor of 
! England, to the 15th September of the same 
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* year \ when it was as high as 38, which is 15 

* per cent, above par, in favor of this Country ; 
' this Exchange induced many Merchants to 

* import trold and Silver to a great amount, every 
' Packet w^ich came from Cuxhaven, (two every 
^ week) bringing to Yarmouth, from 50 to 

* ^80,000 sterling, besides imports from Holland. 
^ The Bank Directors can bear testimony of this 
' fact, as well as the Underwriters at Lloyd's, 
' who wrote the Sea risks. 

w 

* By this Sir, you will perceive, tliat although 
the Bank discontinued paying in specie^ England 
' kept her credit unimpaired, as appears by the 
' Exchange continuing in favor of this Country, 
' and immense sums arriving almost daily, for 
' many months after the Bank had ceased paying 

* in spcoie. 

^ Let Government encourage the Trade irith 

* France, and the whole Continent, as much as 
^ is consistent with the politics of this country, 
^ and the Exchange will rise gr^ually to par, 
' and by degrees as high as we have seen it on 
‘ Paris, viz. 26 and even 27 livres for the jf 1 
' sterling: then the Bullion exported will return, 
' and, as a proof of what I advance, that a free 

* Trade with France and the rest of the Continent, 
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is the best remedy to raise the ExohangeI be|^ 

* leave to remind you, that since the French 

* Government granted licences to export Corn to 

* this Countr}", with leave to import into France 
' certain goods, the consequence has been, that 
^ the exports from this Country, being of a greater 
^ value than the imports, occasioned the necessity 
^ of drawing Bills on Paris for the balance, and 
' the exchange which was before the arrival of 
^ Corn, at 19 10 for sterling, got up to 22; 
^ (an increase of IS per cent.) lately ships with 
' licences being scarce^ the Exchange has fallen 
'to 21. 5. 

' The Committee made the following dccla- 
‘ ration; " That it is a great practical error to 
" suppose that the Exchange with Foreign Coun-^ 
" tries, and the price of Bullion, art not liable 
" to be affected by the amount of a paper currency, 
“ ^c. 

* I am sorry to differ in opinion with such 
' high duthority as the Honorable Committee; 
' but, 1 think I have already proved, that the 
' amount of paper in circulation, is not the cause 
' of the high price of Bullion; the unfavorable 
^ state of Exchange alone it is, "that produces the 
' great Export of Gold. Exporting of Foreign 



^ tlqld a4 the pre^nt liigh price of £4: lOi. per 
' ounce; to l^ve returns in Billi on X^ndon* 
' leaver 5 ptr eeol^ ndtt profit 

^ On the recottunendatNt of the Committee 

% ^ 

* to the Hou8e> to passabill^ to oblige the Bank 
to pay id Specie two yAn after ^ dald Of the 

' said bill; my opiaSdu ii^ that it wot»li be Ihe 
^ most dangerous lA^od thil could be dcfiaad, 
' 1 am certain^ should it eeeT take place whileillia 
' Exchange remains as low as it now isj ^at 

* three .fourths of the Ouii^is issued by the Bank^ 

* would not remain long indhk Country: the 

* reason is obrious/ a Guinea sells in France for 

* 26 iivres; with tiiis, a Sill on Loddon could be 
' purchased at 21 livras^^ for sSl sterlings yielding 

* a profit of e^bout IS per'^ent. ' 

* Were the Le^ktnr^ to* make the expor- 
tation of Guineas, ]^loily, 1 really beHere'^iere 
' would be men avaricious enough to run thd risk 

* of their lives for the sake of gain / might not 
' such men use tlja crucible, and by that means 
' melt down Chiineas into ingots, alloying'thp 
' same to alter the Standard P An oath before the 
< Court of Aldersi^, would, 1 believe, enable 
' ib^ to self the ingots W made, as foreign 

* Gold, and axportation of course would fellow^ 
C 




* iSrof^di or Protisimii eftiiooi be Miijfbt 
^ <tee|iwr wiMi Outness tlisa BtA Kcto, 

* thsa smpsl the Bsnk to moe ^iitfis^ Astlh'e 
^ not scMHy wfuitod^ espeeisllj if there ii a 


^ dm:e Ilf i4l|# 

/a ‘ ‘ 

* My ofS^n Om LegMhtntooaflMot^ 


^ da then to ItwNre Ifte Isiniig of OaM to 
* Use ipstetioa of Ae BiMk Oireeler*. Ctrontti’ 
^ dti|Spei«%btdfcfa^totttir j i rt 


* iMie; hi etsmplc^ to pay in OoU mkin the 


* BxdMHDfe Forrign Fsiil mi at par» or 

* aho^; far 'whealihat otcws, there 'VoaMl be 
^ BO fear of the et!^aft if Baitiik Coia^ ateio 
^ proit woii)d«iH«iiie By td ioiiii^ 

* 1 beg to iibitn#Wt %r iittending 

* Country BtSBkit%^ b»%H hi Biy opinioii^ be 
' greatly obviated by the Bank heiog penaitted 
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thinking his publication, though in some parts oP 
it not deficit nl in elegance of style; yet, on the 
■whole, an assemblage of abstruse jihrases, tending 
to alarm the public mind, and to destroy the 
foundation of the social compact. 

The visionary dreams of theorists, have 
lately been too fatally acted upon in a neighbour¬ 
ing country; and shall we also follow the example, 
by adopting a system that could not fail of bring¬ 
ing upon this happy land, anarchy and all its 
dreadful concomitants r 

We have, however, a pledge that such %vill 
not be the case at the present mpmeiit: the good 
sense of the Public, expressed in the general dis¬ 
approbation which followed the Report of the 
Bullion Committee, is a strong proof, that our 
Paper Currency is not depreciated. 

I shall now endeavour to comment upon 
such parts of Mr. Huskisson's Parnphhif, as I 
think really bears on the point. 

I pass over Mr. Huskisson's definition of 
money, being fully satisfied, that enough has 
been written, (independent of practice) to con¬ 
vince the PpbliCj what money really is. 
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Page }2 and 13, Mr. Huskisson says, 

A pound, or twpive ounces of Gold, by tlie 
law of this country, is divided into forty-four 
guineas and a half, or £io 14s. 6d. 

A pound of Gold, therefore, and ^ !6 14s. Qd. 
being equivalent, being, in fact the same thing 
" under different names, any circulating credit 
which purports to represent «£46 14s. Cil 
ought, by the law of this country, to be ex- 
changable at will for a pound of Gold. 

But the sum of ^46 14s. 6i. in our pre~ 
sent paper, will j^rocure in exchange for Gold, 
“ only 10:^ ounces .of that metal;—a pound of 
“ Gold is now exchangeable ior j^56 in Paper 
“ Currency. Any commodity, therefore, wliich 
is equivalent to a pound of Gold, is also equiva- 
‘ lent to ill Paper. 

It follows, that the difference between 
“ £b6, and 5^46 14s. 6d. or between 12 and 
“ lOJ, ounces of Gold arises from the depre- 
“ elation of the Paper; and is the measure of 
that depreciation, as w'cll with respect to Gold, 
“ the universal equivalent, as to every other com- 
modity.'* 
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In reply.—*The difference which exists be¬ 
tween a pound of Gold and £b6 in Bank Notes, 
originates from Scarcity, which at all times will 
enhance the value of an Article, Ought it then to 
be a matter of surprize, that Gold, (which is to 
all intents an article of Merchandize ) is dearer, 
especially as the cause of that demand, and con¬ 
sequent scarcity, is occasioned by circumstances 
resulting from a political and commercial state of 
things not to be a' oided ? 

Page 19 and 20. 

The existing evil is indefinite, uncertain and 
fluctuating, though progressive in its growth. 
'' It has consequently a greater tendency to dc- 
ran^e and twsettle all the transactions of society^ 
“ and to depress the labouring classes, and all who 
derive their incomes from salary pr wages of 
any description. 

“ A saving, it is true, accrues to the state 
*' from paying the wages of tJo/oiir, talent, indus- 
** try, and labour, in a depreciated Currency, and 
from the reduction which is thus made ( really, 
though not nominally) in the value of the divi- 
dend paid to the public creditor. But it is 
** equally true, that these unfair and unintended 
" savings to the State, arc more than counterba- 
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“ lanced by iis increased expenditure; w Iiilst this 
increased expenditure^ awl the increased taxation 
necessarily consequent upon it, doubly aggracatc 
the evil on those classes of the commiinily, at vdwse 
expence these savings arc made, by taking from 
** each a greater proportion of their already d(pi . 

“ dated income, for the payment of all the otni;r 
" charges of the State.” 

If the language which I here recite, had been 
copied from the Monitel'K, it would ha\e been 
perused without alarm. But when such words 
come from a gentleman like Mr. Iliibkissoii, their 
authority cannot fail of striking, and alarming 
those of the lower and middling classes, who 
Lave not the ability of looking into the real and 
natural Causes which now operate on the price 
of Bullion. 

England’s inveterate Enemy could net be 
more ardently gratified, than by the promulgation 
of these tenets. The full belief of them by Valour, 
Talent, Industry, and Labor, could not fail of re¬ 
ducing us to the degradation so much wished for 
by the French Government. 

Page 22. 

Mr. Chambers plainly avows, that he does 
•• not conceive Gold to he a fairer standard for 
Bank of England Isotes, than Indigo and Broad 
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Ciothj and that a One Pound Note dobs not 
reprocnt Twent}* Shillings of that metal at thb 
coinage price.” 

Corroborative of Mr. Chambers's opinion, 
that Gold is not a fairbr standard for Bank of 
England Notes, than Indigo or Broad Cloth, I 
beg leave to state, that Bullion and Foreign Coin, 
to an immense amount, was imported into this 
country in 1797 and 1798, the Exchange with 
Foreign Parts being greatly in oun favor. What 
then did the importers do w ith the immense sums 
they received from the Continent ? Why, they 
exchanged them at the Bank for Notes, wilh 
which they could trade, and enter into specula¬ 
tions more likely to turn to their advantage, than 
by locking up the precious metal in their private 
coders. 

Mr. lluskisson should first explain the real 
cause why a Pound Note does not now represent 
twenty shillings in Gold. He believes, and would 
w ish others to believe, that the cause originated 
in an excess of paper currency, and a consequent 
depreciation. 

The amount of Bank of England Notes in 
circulation in tlie month of June last, did not I 
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bdievfe exceed the Jiresent amount. The exchange 
on Paris va* then at 22 livres for sterling; 
(being 9 per cent, against this Country) the 
Exchange is now 17 Livres for Sterling, 
(being SO per cent, against this country.) How 
happens this difference without an additional 
issue of Bank Notes ? The amount of our Paper 
Currency cannot therefore atfcct our Exchange. 
Our Imports from the Continent, exceeding our 
Exports, contributes in a great measure to cause 
this difference of Exchange: for whilst there arc 
more purchasers of Bills, than drawers, the latter 
will always give less Livres Tournois for the 
Pound Sterling. 

The non-exportation of goods to the Conti¬ 
nent, will probably continue; as the French 
liicenccs, which allow for a time the importation 
of certain articles into France, are nearly expired, 
and no new ones likely to be granted. 

Remove the restrictions on Commerce,— 
Restore our balance of trade with the Continent, 
(permitting the Directors of the Bank of England, 
to pursue the mode of conduct so judiciously 
adopted by them for so long a period back, an^ 
which has been so productive of benefit to them¬ 
selves and to the country,) and Gold will find its 
D 
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par. The idea of depreciation in our Paper 
Currency, so long as it purchases for us every 
article of^ Trade, every necessary and cprafort of 
life, on equal terms with our Gold Coin, is only 
chimerical. 

Page 23. 

Gold in this Country is really and exclu- 
“ sivcly the fixed measure of the rising and fall- 
ing value of all other things in reference to 
each otlier; the article itself, which forms this 
standing measure, never can rise or fall in value 
with^ reference to this measure,—that is, willi 
“ reference to itself,” 

Page 24, 

By an increase or diminution, the value of all 
other things (the quantity of those other things 
and the demand for them continuing the same) 
would be increased or diminished in the same 
“ proportion, with reference to Gold.” 

If this assertion were founded on a true 
system, all articles would have risen as Gold en¬ 
hanced in price, and in exact proportion. 

Can this be reconciled to fact? Are not 
many articles cheaper now than they were 30 
years back,*—or at the period when the* Bank paid 
in Specie, and Gold Bullion was at the Standard 
or Mi»t Price ? It is admitted by Mr. Huskisson, 
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that the depreciation of a Currency may arise 
from other Causes. 

In lieu of this abstract reasoning used by the 
said Gentieinan, it has been proved from facts^ 
stated by the most respectable authority, that the 
present high price of Gold Bullion, originates 
from political and commercial causes, which time 
and a change of circumstances on the Continent^ 
only can remedy. 

Excess of a Paper Currency will certainly de^ 
preciate its value in reference to the current Coin, 
—instance France, Russia, &c.; and although 
Mr. Ifiiskisson's arguments in note to page 114 
of his pamphlet, arc very strong, and apparently 
to the point, I deny that Bank of England Notes 
are to be compared to the Rouble of Russia, or 
the more contemptible Assignats of France; such 
pfirper Money has only the security o f a despotic 
Government, and is issued to any amount at its 
command. The Bank of England has a real 
Capital, and although our Government (which 
must not be compared to either the Government 
of France or Russia) is indebted to the Bank 
eighteen millions, and sanctions the issue of its 
paper, yet I believe, that if the Bank were t«a 
cease discounting for seventy days, and be refunded 
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the amount advanced to Government on Exchequer 
Bilk that enouj^h Bullion would be found in the 
Bank to take up the whole of its Notes; however 
I believe none but the Bank Directors who have 
passed the Chair^ are acquainted with the actual 
amount of Bullion in their possession; as conclu¬ 
sive on this point I cannot but quote the follow-’ 
ingobservation, which you have so justly made; 

That The issuing of Paper by Corporatioui 
erected for that especial purpose is therefor#- by 
far the most eligible plan, any abuse of this 
privilege, will be checked by Go\ernment, 
whereas no Government will check any enormity 
of its own issuing.” 

Mr. Huskisson’s Pamphlet, Page 26. 

“ The existing depreciation therefore must 
" be occasioned by excess.” 

Before this can be admitted as applicable to 
the present state of this Country, Mr. iiuskisson 
should prove that we really have an c.ccess of 
currency ; again I must quote your own words. 

>.'y 

‘‘ The instant any superfluous issue is made, 
it reverts upon the Dank, for no individual, 
particularly any person conversant in business, 
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will ever tliink of keeping in his possession any 
** paper for which he has no occasion, and on 
which he would be paying an interest of Five 
“ per Cent.” 

As a ftirtlwr proof.that no excess of currency 
exists, and that even an augmentation to the 
present amount is requisite, I would wish it to 
be rein(Hnbcred, that wiihin these few years 
nearly the whole Maritime Commerce of the 
World has centred in Great Britain.—Why is 
Government now about assisting the Mcrcliants 
with Loans on the produce stored in this Coun¬ 
try, wailing for a Market? It would be the 
lieight of folly to suppose .that the relief which is 
likely to be given to tiic Merchants with one hand, 
should be withdrawn by the other; for to ^ass 
an Act, compelling the Bank of England to restrict 
its issues, or curtail its discounts, would in reality 
liavc such an effect. The issue of a less quantity 
of Bank Notes would also influence the Funds, 
and the negociation for Loans,—it having been 
the custom for years past, for the Bank to make 
all payments for the holders, except the first 
two, and the last. Should this accommodation 
cease, (which of course it would) the Loans 
would be taken at reduced prices, and be greatly 
dcti imental to the public good. 



Pdgc 20. If the circulation of any 
'* Country were performed exclusively by Cold, 
“ and the supply of that ^Ictal in such Country 
“ were, from any imaginable cause doubled, whilst 
“ the quantity of Gold and the demand for it 
** should continue the same in all other parts of 
“ the world, the value of Gold in such Country 
would be diminished. This diminution in the 
“ value of Gold would appear in the proj)or- 
“ tionatc rise of all Commodities; but Gold 
‘‘ being no much cheaper in the Country in which 
‘‘ its quantity had been thus increased, it would 
be bought by other Countries, and exported 
from that Country, till its value was restored 
again to a level in the different parts of tluj 
“ w'orld.” 

p 

^Ir. Iluskisson has before said, that Gold 
is renllif and ed'dusively the Jived measure of the 
7'mng and falling ^calue of all other things in 
7'eferenec to each other. The article itself rvhich 
Jbnns this si and mg measui'Cj can never rise or 
fall mtk 7'efcrcncc to itself 

If Gold be the tmiversal equivalent which 
can never rise or fall with reference to itself how 
,can it be cheaper in one country than another ? 
To purchase it, an equivalent must be given ; 
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follows therelorc, that any country thus situatetl, 
viust import Goods (whether in need of them or 
not, for it cannot be imagined that they would 
merely exchange Coin) to restore the value of 
its currency. 


Suppobing Goods arc not wanted^ or are not 
suffercd to he Imported, then the depreciation must 
in in the value of the tnetah; if that is once 
admitted in anij case, Gold ceaniot he the fued 
measure of the rising and falling value of all 
other articles. The apparent rise of corninodilios 
in the present case, would be only nominal. 


This strained mode of argument, liere intro¬ 
duced by Mr. lliiskisson, is only to support his 
theory, that—from an excess of Currency our 
Bank Paper is depreciated, and that all commo¬ 
dities are advanced in proportion to such depre- 
oiatioii,—It is true, that our Bank Notes are not 
an exportable commodity; for that and other 
reasons, they have a preference in manyinstances 
to coin. The more a circulating medium is retain¬ 
ed ill a Country, the more likely is that country to 
llourish.—Abundance of Currency invigorates 
Agriculture, Manufactures, and Commerce, the 
true resources of a nation. 
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In page 32, ]Mr. Hiiskisson asserts, that in 
consequence of the profits of the Bank depend¬ 
ing on the amount of their issues, it was tlieir 
interest at all times, to make these issues as 
large as possible ; and concludes., that the Pub* 
lie had a sufficient security, that those issues 
should not be carried to excess, by having the 
power of demanding Gold, in lieu of the Notes 
so issued. 

If the Bank Directors had a controul over 
the Imports from the Continent; or, in other 
wxH'ds, could keep the Trade of this Country with 
the Continent, on a par, iha Foreign Exchanges 
would also be at par^ and Gold would continue 
at the standard or mint price. If therefore, the 
Bank Direcrors have no such infiuence on the 
Trade of the Continent, and consequently, no 
influence on the Exchange, how unjust would it 
be, to compel them to pay in Gold, which would 
subject them to such ruinous losses, and with 
the certainty, that nearly the whole of their issue 
so made in Gold, would be exported to the Con¬ 
tinent. When the Exchanges are at par, or 
above, Mr. Huskisson's desire might be complied 
witli; although I am convinced, that it w ould not 
be attended with such beneficial effects as he has 
anticipated. 
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Page 38. 

This check” (the payment in Gold) was 

** constantly ready to be applied, if, in conse- 

“ qucncc of an over issue, 'the value of Bank 

Notes was reduced, or likely to be reduced, 

^ * 

“ below par in reference to the price of bullion, 

“ cither here, or in the other pasts of Europe; 

“ the circulation of the bank of England being, 

“ in this respect, to that of .Europe, what the 
circulation of a country bank is now to that 
“ of the bank of England.” 

This. argument is plausible enough^ if the 
foreign drawers of bills of exchange on Eng¬ 
land, could receive G uincas in return.—But why 
argue for a thing contrary to law'? Guineas 
cannot be exported ; nor would it be politic to 
admit of their exportation; independent of the 
effect which the Exchange, as it now stands, 
would continually be producing. If Guineas 
were to be issued, and suffered to be exported 
to pay off the whole of our Eoreign Debt, the 
Exchanges would be at par; but the instant w c 
became indebted to the Continent, (which would 
of course follow, if our imports were to exceed 
our exports) the Exchange would in such pro¬ 
portion be against us, and we should find our^ 
selves in a worse situation than we are at present, 
as there would be less Gold in the Country. 

E 



Page 41 

The explanations which have been offered by 
those who have endeavored to shew that the high 
" price of Gold in 'England is not connected with 
** any excess in the issue of Bank paper, are. 

First, That the immediate and operative 
'' cause is a great scarcity of Gold, and a conse* 
quent demand for it, on the Continent. And 

n 

Secondlyi That iSpeculation in the purchase 
of it in this Country has been carried, and is still 
going on, to a very great extent, in consequence 
of the Course of Exchange with the Continent 
having been for the last two years, and still con* 
** tinuing, so much against this Country. 

In these explanations every thing is assumed,*^ 

How can Mr. Huskinsson say that in these 
explanations every thing is assumed ? 

The evidence given before the Committee by 
the most intelligent and respectable Merchants is 
a plain Statement of Facts, corroborated by expe¬ 
rience. 1 believe it has never been stated to the 
Committee, that Gold was dear and scarce on the 
Continents The Scarcity in this Country was cre¬ 
ated by speculators exporting it to the Continent 
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for returns in Bills of Exchange^ by which a con« 
siderable Gain was obtainedat th^ present day 
for example. 

One Ounce of expo^ble Gold would 


Cost in London .jP4 16 0 

Freight, Insurance, ^c. about . 0 4 0 


£b 0 0 
.-^ 

This would sell in Paris for 96 Livres (or j^4 
Sterling, reckoning the Exchange at 24c or par) 
with which a Bill on London may be purchased 
at the Exchange of 17 Livres for a^l Sterling, o? 
,£*5 13s. netting a Profit of 13 per Cent, 

Gold in the present instances is, therefore, 
an article of Merchandize, as Sugar and Coffee. 
To the clandestine exporter of our Gold Coin 
greater benefits accrue. 

Page 57* 

** An exchange of equivalents is the foun- 
** dation of all commerce; no nation therefore, 
can permanently export to a greater value 
than it imports, as far as exports and imports 
are created by a commercial intercourse with 
other nations.” 

On the subject of Equivalents, 1 would ask, 
how are we to pay the Continent the value of our 
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imports from thence; as, Corn, Hemp, &c. ? 
-The balance of payments against* us, must be 
liquidated either by Bullion, Goods, or Bills of 
Exchange, negotiated at unfavourable exchanges, 
from the want of competition in the Foreign Bill 
Markets. 

« 

On the subject of the Balance of Trade, I 
have to observe, that the Balance of 'Frade may 
be in favor of a Country, and yet the Exchange 
be against it; such is the present state of Russia : 
the Exchange is about 75 per Cent, against that 
Country, although the exports exceed the imports. 
The depreciation is only felt by the holders of the 
Paper Rouhlet Issued by the Governmeut^ which, 
from the want of public confidence^ is only negoti¬ 
able at about 12 pence English ; w hereas the Sil¬ 
ver Rouble is negotiated at its standard, or about 
48 pence English. Payment of Foreign Bills of 
Exchange on Russia, with the Silver Rouble, is 
effected at par, or rather in her favor; whereas, 
payment of Foreign Bills of Exchange on Eng¬ 
land, is equally detrimental, whetlier paid in 
Specie or Bank Notes. Gold has really risen in 
price, in consequence of the Balance of Trade 
being against us. In Russia, Specie has not 
risen; the Paper Money only, causing the differ^ 
ence in the Exchange. 
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Mr. Huskisson asserts, tljat the annual Ba¬ 
lance of Trade is in our favor, lie draws these 
conclusions from the totaKamount of Goods ex¬ 
ported to the East and West Indies, United States 
of America, Brazil, Buenos Ayres, Lima, &c. 

Admitting the general exports to be correct; 
still, those to the new world cannot influene,e the 
Exchanges of the Continent; the Balance of 
Trade xvith the latter being against us, A deduc¬ 
tion ought to be made for the immense value of 
Goods now in Sicily, Malta, IleJigoland, &c. 
remaining for a Market The Exchanges are 
also materially affected by the immense sums 
going out of this Countiy,* for tlie support of our 
armies in Portugal, Spain, &c. which must be 
paid for, cither by supplies sent them in Bullion; 
or by Bills of Exchange, drawn by them on the 
Treasury iiere. 

Page 72. 

For Coin we have substituted a Paper 
“ Currency; which, from being iwweef to excess, 
‘‘ and from that cause only, no longer represents 
“ the quantity of Gold which it purports to re- 
present” 

In no one instance has Mr. Huskisson proved 
that w^c liave an excess of Currency, If excess 



alone caused a depreciation in its 'calue when 
measured with Gold, or that j€ 46 14r. Sd, in 
Gold, was equal to £56 in Bank Notes; it fol* 
iows, that by a greater issue of Notes, an i/z- 
depreciation must take place, when mea¬ 
sured with Gold; that a curtailment of Paper 

a 

issue, must tend to restore its relative value with 
Gold; or that the amount of Paper issue remain¬ 
ing the same, that Gold could not vary in price. 

« 

Presuimng that the amount of Bank Notes 
in circulation in the month of June last, was the 
same as in the month of December last, how hap¬ 
pens it that exportable Gold decreased in value 
at least 7 per Cent, The supposed over issue and 
depreciation of Bank Notes, when measured 
with Gold, must therefore arise from some other 
Cause. 

The reason why exportable gold decreased 
in vake since June last, is, in my opinion, to be 
attributed, 

Firsts To the amount of Debt due by this 
Country to the Continent, having been consider-* 
abiy liquidated; and 

Secondly, To the want of confidence in the 
mercantile establishments on the Continent, aris- 
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ing out of th(J unnatural restrictions on Cem- 
merce, rendering speculation in returns of Bills 
of Exchange a greater hazard. 

If it were possible to stop the Imports from 

_ r • 

the Continent altogether, or only suffer them to 
enter this country ad valorem, or in proportion 
to the Exports from hence to the Continent, (as 
is now the case in France with the trade carried 
on by licences with this Country) the Exchanges 
would remain at par, or nearly so,-«Gold would 
cease to be an article of merchandize and the 
public mind would no longer be fretted with 
the bubble of a supposed depreciation hr our cur^ 
rency. Bank of England Notes, so long as they 
do not exceed the real wants of the Nation, can¬ 
not be said to be an evH. In the way of trade. 
Profit (not loss) arises from them. With Bank 
Notes Gdd like any other article of Merchandize 
can be lawfully bought, sold and a profit imw gain¬ 
ed of 13 per Cent, as before stated.. 

Page 90 and 91- 

** The only way to stop tlie Exportation- of 
" Gold is that the Bmik should give the Market 
“ Price and revive the use of it in circulation. 

“ If that price be 90s. per ounce, 90s. must be * 
given; but, in proportion as the value of their 
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Notes in citcolation sJiall be raised by the 
“ gradual' withdrawing of the present excess, 
“ that price will diminish until it shall be rc- 
“ stored to the mint price, and their notes con- 
sequently to par. 

On the other hand if the excess of Bank 
** paper shall continue progressively to increase, 
90 s. wijl soon cease to be a sufficent price for 
“ an ounce of Gold; and either more must be 
‘‘ given, or it will continue to be carried to otlier 
“ markets. 

“ The difference between the market and 
‘‘ the mint price, it true, will be just so much loss 
“ to the Bank upon all tlie Gold which they rna}’' 
now buy, whenever they shall resume Cash pay- 
“ ments but it is equally true, that this difference 
is at this moment just so much loss to the hoi- 
“ ders of their notes, and that the latter have no 
chance of that compensation which the Bank 
“ has so amply secured to itselfj by the increased 
‘‘ amount of its issues sjnee the Restriction.” 

So long as the Exchange remains at the 
present rate,' it would be madness to compel tiie 
Bank to pay in Guineas.-—The follow'ing example 
will shew the great profit that actually accrues 
to a person clandestinely exporting Guineas to 
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France, One G uiiica sells in France, for melt* 
in^T, for Q6 Livres; purcliasing with that sum a 
Bill of Exchange on London, at the present 
Course of Exchange (17 Livres for Sterling) 
the said Guinea would produce 10^. 7^. Ster¬ 
ling, or 45 per Cent. 

The issuing of Guineas in time of Peace; or 
when our Manufactures and Colonial Produce 
could find their way to the INIarkets of tlie Con¬ 
tinent, would not be attended with danger, as at 
present: but I still maintain, that the with-holding 
of such Gold issue, would tend to assist and 
force our Exportation of Goods. 

Page 98. 

If a supply ” (of Gold) ** he Jieccssary for 
for our circulation^ it must be procured, and 
‘‘ may be procured, by an Exchange of other 
‘‘ Commodities •tchich xte can spare! 

Mr. Huskisson should point out the way to 
exxhange our conwioditics for Gold, By so doing 
he would restore the Balance of Trade. Bullion 
would be no longer scarce or dear. The Bank 
would be enabled to comply wdth his wishes, and, 
according to his theory, Bank of England Note.s 
would no longer be at a discount. To assert,"that 
a supply of Gold is necessary for our circulation, 
F* 
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r.iitl that it mmj be pt'ocured, without stating by 
irbat means, is useless; and can only be compared 
to the assertion that, we have an e.vccss of CuV' 
rency, u'ithout pi'oving it. 

Page 118- 

** I may however further observe, that Gold 
“ does not form the basis of the Currency of any 
'‘other Country;—that the quantity of Gold in 
“ Europe, is not less now, and is probably greater 
“than it was at any former period;—that the 
“pricchas notrisen on the Continent,'—tliat it 
“ is to be purchased in the markets there/"’ 

The chief of the Gold bn the continent of 
Europe has centered in France, the exchange with 
other parts having been for a long time back in 
her favor; consequently the French Market would 
be the only one capable of supplying our wants. 
According to the existing laws of France, Gold 
cither in foreign coin or ingots, once admitted, 
cannot be exported ; so strict are these laws, that 
even gold-la <-7 is prohibited from exportation; 
Jewellers' Gi.rd, (and that in a manufactured 
state) can only be exported. Infringement of 
these law's is punished by confiscation and many 
years close confinement in irons. Bullion has 
oft times been clandestinely exported from France, 
but increase of risk, would, as a matter of course, 
enhance its price. 
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Admitting, however, that Gold could be 
lawfully purchased in France, I would ask Mr. 
Huskissun with what are we to purchase it? an 
Equh'aleni it is admitted must be given—we are 
literally shut out from the Continent. How then 
are we to vompd our enemy to give us Gold in re¬ 
turn for our Kniiivalcnt (which would be in 
proportion to tlic existing exchange, (30 per cent.) 
and consequently J-o much real to this Coun¬ 
try? or, su])posing the Bank were to buy through 
proper Agents (as recominfiiided by Mr. Huskis* 
sou) Goldin the Foreign'Markets, w'ould not 
similar loss be felt exclusively bij them ? 

To purchase Louis D'ors at their value, 24 
Livres (whicli is equal to one pound sterling) at 
the present h^xchange of 17, the Bank would be 
paying about 8s. 2d. sterling for every such 
Louis D ors so purchased, and would lose in the 
rc-issuc, upwards of ^41 Sterling on every 
Gold Bullion would be valuable proportionately 
with Coin. 


Such a PROFITABLE trade as this to tlie 
Bank, would not fail of convincing the public ol' 
its STABILITY. To usc your own words “ The^ 
“ Bank of England maintains its credit and cha* 
racter by currying on a profitable bussines^ 



36 


“ under a most judicious system, but if it were 
‘‘ to engage in great transactions by which it was 
to lose 15 per cent, (now 124 per cent.) I should 
“ be glad to know what would then be thought 
of the wisdom of its Directors. In fact, the 
Bank with such a burden must give up issuing 
“ paper, nor would any one take the notes of a 
‘‘ Corporation that would persevere in carrying 
‘‘ on so ruinous a trade.” 

]\Ir. Huskisson's Pamphlet, page 139. 

That a Nation like Great Britain, posessed 
of great Commercial Capital, should afford 
long credits to other Countries where Capital, 
‘‘ is wanting, and where the rate of interest is 
“ consc{|uently much higher, is certainly very 
‘‘ natural; and it is an obvious advantage to us in 
Trade. But these credits are given in succes- 
“ sion and some arc daily coming to maturity, 
“ whilst others arc created; so that, although the 
different parts of the world are constanili) in- 
“ debted to this ( ountry, the aggregate amount 
** of tho'se debts cannot, in the ordinary course of 
things, very materially vary. 

** But it is obvious, that, if, from any pecu- 
“ .liar circumstances, an unusual facility of dis- 
“ count exists at home, whilst abroad an Advance 
in price, far exceeding the rate of interest here. 
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“ given fur goods sold upon long credits, or a 
proportionate alutcment made upon those 
bought by us for ready money, the Balance of 
“ (kht lo this Countn/ may be somewhat increas- 
“ cd, and the Exchange thereby rendered iirifa- 
“ vorubk for a short-time.'* 

If the Continent were consiantlu indebted to 
England tlierc would be a continued and regular 
demand for Jhlls of i-xchange on England, to pay 
such dcl>ts, the Balance oj debt to this Countrij 
would render the Exchange (not unfa¬ 

vorable). In the Eoriegn Bill Markets there no\o 
exists an excess of paper on England, caused by 
the Balance of debt due bj/» us to the Continent, and 
there i)eing no constant or permanent demand for 
such paper, the purchasers as a matter of course, 
fix their own price, which is the depression felt. 
I do not think that any person possessed of real 
knowlege of our coimncrcc with the Continent lor 
years back, will say that the arguments of Mr. 
Iluskisson in page ltl9 and 140 arc api)licable to 
the subject. 

To conclude, I must express my decided opi¬ 
nion, thatanycurtailmentorrestriction on the Bank 
of England in the issue of its paper, or the com¬ 
pelling the Directors to pay in Gold after two years 
notice (under the present unprecedented state 
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of things)'as recommended by the Bullion Com¬ 
mittee would be attnided with the most fatal con¬ 
sequences. Our Merchants and Manufacturers 
would be ruined, all classes affected, and this 
great Empire slmken to its very foundation. 
History records, that when Goverments have 
interfered in the concerns of private companies: 
example, Caissc d’Escoinpte, French East India 
Company, &c. that ruin generally followed. 

1 have now a few observations to make on the 
present system of Country Banks. 

The holders of iheir paper circulated as J/e- 
are often exposed to the greatest ineon-veni- 
cncies, and sometimes to heavv losses from Bank- 
ruptcy. It is no uncoininori thing to meet with one or 
two Banks in small towns where neither IManu facto¬ 
ries nor business of consequence is carried on. I 
am fully aware that a commercial and manufactur¬ 
ing country, like Great Britain, stands in need of 
Banks in her chief Cities and Towt.s. Should 
it not be deemed prudent for the Bank of Eng¬ 
land to open Offices in various parts of the 
Kingdom, a similar. Security to tlie Merchant, 
Manufacturer, and others, might be obtained 
by the mode of Banking in Lancashire; I believe 
the system I allude to, is not generally known. 
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In Lancashire, I think, there is not one 
Bank that issues its own Notes on demand: 
neither are tlic Notes of the adjoining counties, 
CTirrently taken or received in payment. But 
at Manchester, for ceYtain, when a ^Merchant or 
Manufacturer disposes of goods, he generally 
receives for them. Bills on London at two or 
three months dale; these BiHs arc readily dis- 
counted with the Manchester Banker, who gives 
in return, Banh of England Notes. The Bills 
arc reniitted by the Banker to his House in 
London, and negotiated in the rc<]fular cour&c of 
Business. At Manchester one Bank only, re¬ 
ceives weekly from Londbn upwards of i^i3!0,000 
in Bank of England Notes, for the purposes be¬ 
fore named. 

For this secure mode of Banking and for all 
^ ash transactions the Country Banker charges \ 
per cent. Commission. 

If the first County in England for extent of 
Alanufacturc.s and Trade, can do xiithout Countt'j/ 
Bank notes, surely other Counties less in need of 
such accommodation might follow the same Sys¬ 
tem with C(iual advantage and Security, 

I beg, Sir, to apologize for having addressed 
you at such length. I luivc only taken a cursory 
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view of the subject; and hope, therefore, that any 
iiiipcrfcctions or differences of opinion, you will 
bo pleased to pardon, and to place to Uic riglit 
motive. 

Zeal for my country's welfare, induced me to 
take up niy pen; and, as I before said, if in these 
pages you should meet with any arguments or 
ideas w'orthy your notice, or from which, good 
may arise, my best washes will he realized ; (on- 
fidently assured in my own mind, that \our abili¬ 
ties are best calculated to give them the desired 

O 

effect. 

I have the honor to be, • 

SIR, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

I. M. SIORDET, 

LONDON, 

Ijth March> 1811, 


FINIS. 


H K CAUSTON, Printer, 
llirrhiu-LAoe, Cornhill. 



POSTSCRIPT* 


StNCE writing the foregoing letter, the Bank of 
England by the concurrence of the Right Honor¬ 
able the Lords Committee of Privy Council for all 
matters connected with Trade, Coin, &c. have 
deemed it expedient, to raise the curreet value of 
the Dollar Token, from 5s. to 5s. Cd. As this re¬ 
gulation may, in the opinion of some, strengthen 
the opinions and assertions of Mr. Huskisson and 
his adherents; and may possibly incline others to 
imagine, that Bank of England Notes are depreci¬ 
ated ,—I have ventured to iiubjoin the following 
additional remarks on the subject in question. 

The recent measure relative to the Dollar 
Token, might have been anticipated; or we must 
have contented ourselves, with their total disap¬ 
pearance from our currency. An immense quan¬ 
tity of Silver is consumed bythe manufacturers of 
that metal, as well for our export trade, as for our 
own use; which latter, has considerably increased 
from our enlarged population and wealth, added 
to the luxury and refinement of the times. It was 
a natural consequence, that the Dollar Token 
must either be current at an increased value, pro¬ 
portionate to the rise in the price of Silver Bul- 
lioii; or be melted by tbc manufacturers of that 
metal. 
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The change in the value of the precious tne« 
lals in a state of coinage^ ought not to alarm the 
the public.*—Such a c'ircumstance is not without 
a precedent.—Ducats in Holland vary constantly 
in value, according to the demand; without af¬ 
fecting the other currency; Gold being considered 
there (as it should be here) an article of Mer¬ 
chandize. 

The Bank Directors had cogent reasons for 
resorting to the late measure. Still, I cannot help 
expressing my regret, that a ditferent mode of 
proceeding, had not been acted upon; which it 
will appear for the following reasons, would have 
been productive of the same effect, and rdtli ad¬ 
ditional advantages 

First, That it is not within the power of the 
Rank Directors to prevent a further rise in the 
price of Silver Bullion; which, as a matter of 
course idll take place, if the general causes 
(before explained) shall continue to operate on 
the value of the precious metals; consequently 
us. 6d. will cease to be a sufficient value for the 
Dollar Token, and either an augmentation ade¬ 
quate to the rise must take place, or we must 
content ourselves with their disappearance from 
our currency, for the uses already enumerated. 
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Secondly, That the issuing of Dollars at 
5s. 6(1. cannot fail of eventually proving a loss to 
the Bank ,* for whenever Silver Bullion shall 
again fall to its original price^ or standard^ a loss, 
proooitionaie to that fall, must happen, which 
at the present rate would be about lOd. on 
ea' h Dollar. The Directors of the Bank in the 
pjes' iit case have considered the interest of the 
Public in preference to their own. 

Thirdly, The primary and nalw'al causes of 
this fluctuation in our currency, not being under^ 
stood by the lower orders of society, and not 
bcinfi. customary, may induce a belief, that Bank 
of England Notes., are really depredated; the 
prevalence of such an idea, could not fail of 
causing discontent in every class; commodities of 
every description would then rise, and the well 
placed confidence in the Bank of England, would 
in reality be shaken. 

Surely every well wisher to the Country must 
dread such an effect, the extent of the consecjuences 
cannot be ascertained. A subversion of our good 
and venerable Constitution might follow, and we 
should have the solitary consolation to reflect, 
that it had been caused by too implicit a belief^ in 
the Doctrines of Theorists, and speculative Politi-’ 
cians. Our fall ivould stand recorded for the 
derision of after ages, and might j'ustly be deem¬ 
ed " a political Suicide,'* 
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The recent event has not as yet caused the 
))ublic to change their opinion of the Bank;— 
no sooner did the advertisement relative to the 
Dollar Token become generally known, than they 
flocked to the shops of the silversmiths, to ex¬ 
change such Dollars as were in their possession, 
for Bank of England Notes ,—an additional proof 
that thep are not depredated in the mind of the 
public, 

I sincerely wish I may not be prophetic: 
if the good sense.of the public should not prevail, 
by confirming the well-merited opinion of the 
honesty, integrity, and stability of the Bank of 
England, all the evils anticipated might accrue. 

The confidence so well placed, I hope will 
never be shaken by the false theories of Alarmists. 

The system I have to submit, has been tried, 
approved of, and stamped by the general opinion 
and confidence of the nation. To be biased or 
bigoted by old piintiples, and to refuse all con¬ 
viction of improvement, shews but a little mind: 
in every age, new systems have arose, to the com¬ 
plete expulsion of the old ones: cannot we trace 
within the memory of the present generation, 
many changes, which have proved highly benefi¬ 
cial to mankind ?—Witness, the abolition of the 



Slave Trade; the improvements in AgricuHuf^ 
Chymistry, Physic, and varioiis other. Arts, tpa 
numerous to mention. Our Political ecoimmy is no 
doubt susceptible of similar changes and improve¬ 
ments ; we should not therefore be alarmed at such 
taking place. 

* t ' 

As a general remedy to the evil under which 
the current coin of the realm at present circulates, 
and which arises sMf/ftom natural causes (which 
cannot be too often impressed on the mind) and 
which are imposed upon m from an unprecedented 
state of things not to he avoidedy which time alone 
can remove :—with ‘deference I submit my opinion, 
that the Legislature should again step forward in 
aid of the Bank of England, and empower its 
Directors to issue its Notes of the value of 5s. and 
10s.- each. Such a measure, aided by a small ad¬ 
dition to our Silver Coinage in Shillings, propor¬ 
tionate in value to the existing rate of Bullion, 
could not fail of removing every impediment in 
our Currency. 

I am sanctioned in this recommendation by 
the opinion expressed so far back as the year 1803, 
in your valuable work the History of the Re¬ 
venues, 3rd Edit. Vol. 11. p. 336 and 337,” as 
well as by the letter which you addressed in April, 
1810, to the Chairman of the Bullion Committee. 
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1 am convinced that if the measures so wisely 
recommended by you^ had been carried into effect. 
Dollar Tokens need never have been issued, nor 
have passed for more than five shillings. 

The same security and confidence which cir- 
culated Bank Notes of and ^2 value, surely 
would be sufficient for smaller ones; the increase 
would not be very considerable, and might, at 
the option of government, be restricted to a cer¬ 
tain amount* 

This system no doubt will be strenuously 
opposed by the opposite side of the question, on 
the principle, that paper currency has no intrinsic 
value. The precious metals only received their 
stamp of value, from their scarcity, uniformity, 
beauty, and durability, which best fitted them 
for the universal equivalent. I hope I shall not 
be presuming too much, by stating, that from our 
insular situation, and commercial policy, (not 
forgetting the law of the land, which forbids 
exportation of our poin) we do not stand so much 
in need of, the unrcersal equivalent, (the precious 
metals) for our currency. 

Unanimity and confidence in our incalculable 
resources, cannot fail of resuscitating the energies 
of this land of Freedom. 
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I shall conclude by quoting the invaluable 
principles regarding Coin or Bullion^ laid down 
by yourself, and which cannot be too often re¬ 
peated. 

The' wealth of a nation properly consists 
in the goods and merchandizes it possesses, 
whether arising from the produce of the soil,— 
" from internal industry,—or from foreign com- 
merce. 

Tlie precious metals, in w'hich a part of 
" that wealth consists, may be described as a 
" species of merchandize, which, by common 
“ consent, answers three important purposes. 

First, ** That of enabling individuals to 
" receive the value of their labour, for an article 
" universally exchangeable.; 

Secondly, “ That of transferring properfy 
“ in goods from one individual to another, with- 
out the trouble of actual barter: and 

Thirdly, “ That of enabling the government 
“ of a country to obtain a revenue, and to defraj^ 
the public expences ; for if the Exchequer were 
under the necessity of taking goods in kind« 
in what manner could the various articles it 
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” required be either collected, or secured till 
** wanted; or how could a nation fit out a fleet> 
** or^ maintain an army, or defiay the various 
** other expences to which it is liable. 

It is however in early ages^ of society 
alone, before the credit of a goverment is 
established, and property (whence the credit 
'' of the individual arises) is secured, that the 
** precious metals exclusively answer these impor- 
tant purposes.—In ages of civilization and 
refinement, a well regulated paper currency, 
with a small portion of these metals, in a state 
of coinage, to which united the general appel- 
lations of circulation or of monei/ may be given, 
is equally useful, indeed, on many accounts, 
" e\en more advantageous; and the precious 
metals ought in commercial periods of society 
to be accounted merely as a species of Mcrchan- 
*' dize, the increase or diminution of which has no 
decisive influence on the wealth or prosperity 
of a Country and which if left to itself, soon 
finds itsjust level/* 


J. M.S 


(gfith March, 1811. 
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iVN assertion is hazarded in the following sheets, 
that a more than ordinary degree of ignorance pre¬ 
vails respecting the question which is here discussed; 
and when \ve find Mr. Serjeant Best, whose acute¬ 
ness in diving into the merits of any case is almost 
proverbial, declaring that the committee (who, be it 
observed, only professed to have examined the ! ac¬ 
counts of years) could not possibly in tiie time 

have examined accounts of twenty years standing; 
when also we find him repeating that very weak ar¬ 
gument, first brought forward by the Times, about 
the produce of the private boxes; it must be admit¬ 
ted that that assertion is well founded. It may be 
laid down as an axiom, that without a competent 
knowledge on any subject no man ought to give a 
positive opinion. Every person determined to take 
an active part, on either side, should ask himself this 
question; Is the advance on the prices an imposi¬ 
tion, or is not? If he can satisfy himself, after read¬ 
ing the following pages, that it k an imposition, his 
duty is to resist; if not, he hurts both his own ^nd 
the national character by his opposition. 

. * j. * 

> * } ' i 

But, it seeiiis, a great number of “ admirers of 
the drama'* are going to dine together, Mr. Clifford 
in the chair. From this 1 reap consolation. There 
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every thing will be explained so satisfactorily, that 
we shall no longer have to complain of a lack of 
information. To thoaf^ Gentlemen, then, I dedicate 
the following sheets: 

“ Most potent, grave, and reverend signiors!” 

With unbounded admiration of tiiose great ta¬ 
lents, which no doubt every one of you possess; 
««^ith an ardent esteem for all those amiable quali¬ 
ties, which you have in such abundance;—wMi 
regret that such talents and qualities should be 
thrown away, as they are, in ^is mk kingiom, per¬ 
mit me to hint, that in latitude 34** S. and longitude 
131® E. there lies a tract of land, where another 
Chfihm mi^t be founded, and where I would 
humbly recommend that you imfnediately transplant 
' 3 foui% 6 lves, and chuse your worthy chairman king. 
T%en will it be aaid, 

“ Rejoice, ye lieppy Gotbamitcs, rejoice, 

Idft lip your voice on higb—-a mighty voice--~ 

The voice of gladness; and on every tongue, 

/in Bifaini of gratitude, be praises hung: 

^fhapiaiies ol eo great and good a kipg, 

Shail Gltffafd ii||ii,jaiid tliaU jaet Gathap 

Acoapt, (iai^lemeti, tins trivial odfering, and Iht' 
liawime, wilhlbaldibattmpeet for yourvirti^^ 

THE AUTHOR. 


Dsc, 11,1009. 



IMPARTIAL REVIEW, 

Sfc. Sfc. 


IT is admitted on all hands that, in this country, 
the press has a vast influence over the minds of the 
people—that a great majority of Englishmen think, 
speak, and act, just as they are led to think, speak, 
and act, by the press, and particularly the News¬ 
paper press; that, in other words, nine-tentlis of 
the nation think by proxy, and throw aside as use¬ 
less those reasoning faculties which the author of 
our being hath given us to be made use of for our 
benefit. It is needless to insist on tlie degradation 
to which mankind thus voluntarily submit them¬ 
selves, because the few who do take the trouble to 
think, are already aware of it^ and to endeavour to 
convince those who are not aware of the existence 
of such degradation, that is’ of those who never 
think at all, would be a hopeless task. 

When we read of what are called the dafk ages, 
when learning and knowledge were entirely confined 
to the clergy, and they had in consequence botuid* 



less sway over the public mind,* we connOt i^lp 
hes^ini^ ft $igh of pity, not iinmixed with con-* 
the victims of gross superstition; obd 
yet how much more contemptible are we, who have 
all the avenues of knowledge, \ihich to them were 
open to us, and we will not deign to en¬ 
ter. , Our state, ahd of our ancestors, may be 
described in a few'Words^ThCy w^e PHesf^ldden 
—*we Fres^ridde^. ’ \ ' 

These preliminary Vemtgrks ajde calTed forth by a 
feeling of the liveliest indignation, oif observing the 
detestable use which some of our newspaper editors 
have made of their undue inflilence over tlie minds, 
or rather the passions, of the people, and lest it 
should be said that this is merely declamation, 
without proof, I intend in the following pages to 
produce such evi(Jfence, as wall convince the most 
incredulous, that the liberty of the press is abused, 
and most hifmnously abused* 

In pursdapee of what I have promised to do, I 
shall, in place, lay'before the public some 

extracts hrgm*^Times'newspaper, beginning so 
far back as October^ IpOB; and thb shall be done, 
with ft view to shew how the opposition to the ma¬ 
nagers ^ of Covent Garden Tbeat^ <jommenced< 
The ,t|i^emmg reader frill jod|[e &r hipiself of 
of ^those extradly w^'ho^ need an^ 
aid brom me to diseov^^sj^ tihing ’ 
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in tibem but fair discus 3 ioQ) iibd that they are caku* 
lated to jnflame the passions without .informing the 


mind. 


Thetc are many reasons why the Times shenld 
be honoured wil||^ precedence in this discussion. 
Its circulation is great, particularly in the City; 
it is by many considered very impartial, it is for 
the most part ably written, its influence is conse¬ 
quently extensive,'its parttalitif to the proprietors 
of Covent Garden Theatre is H'ell known, and, 
lastly, it is almost the only paper which endea¬ 
voured to prejudge thn* question between tha iJro- 
prietors and the public; nay, all who have thought 
on the subject, are unanimous in ascribing to the 
Times the credit of having raised this dreadful, 
and as I think it u ill be proved, c^sgraccful oppo¬ 
sition, w'hich bids fair to bring ruin on some who 
deserve a better fate! 

Had the ^Iter in the Times proved, con¬ 
viction of any reasonable person, that the advance 
on the admission to the Theatre ^ as an imposition; 
had he proved what he asj^rtw^ that the proprie¬ 
tors before the advance were receiving SO "per 
cent per annum on their^pital; and that the New 
House, instead ol^aja advance o%ht to submit ^ ' 
an abatanent ;—hnd he proved thpse things, 
opposition w(^ld.lf||p b^^*‘general, and the sna-' 

nagers must'^lHIjt^c ^iriink dismayed from the eoo** 

* * + 

B t 
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test; they would have been compelled to acknow* 
ledge diat their cause was had^ and must have de¬ 
livered up the management of the concetn into 
other hands; and tli^ would never more have 
dared to appear before an insulted audience of 
their countrymen. 

These extracts from the Times shall be conti¬ 
nued to the time of opening the new theatre, and 
after 4 flsw comments thereon, the reader shall be 
presented with some very carious paragraphs from 
the same paper, and otii^ from his fellow-labourer, 
the IMoming Ciironicle; and without saying any 
thing more at present on that head, I will beg leave 
to refer the reader to the comments which will ac¬ 
company each paragiaph. I shall next have a few 
words on the laudable attempt of some ad^ 
mirers of the drdtna to drive Mrs. Siddons and Mr. 
Kemble from the stage; a few words more to shew 
that Mr. Kemble is not quite $o great a cudprii as 
some koneet men would have us believe; and lastly, 
shall mak^ enquiry as to how far the present strug¬ 
gle is connected with jwlitics. 

But it is perhaps necessary^ before 1 s^ply the 
dissecting knife to |he Times, that some general 
proppsitions should be laid down, on which tiierc 
can be no disablement; such as command assf»)t« 
Firsts then, let ^ see iq what amative situation do 
the proprietors of Covent Gazideh'Theatoe stand 
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With the public.—They are ia possession of a patent 
empowering tliem to build a theatre to perform 
plays in, at such prices as will compensate them for 
their trouble, and the ex pence wiiicli they have in¬ 
curred—Granted.—If tlicy have been at an enoi*- 
nious expence in erecting a theatre, they have a 
right to look to tlie public, for whose pleasure and 
accommodation it has been erected, for a complete 
indemnification from any thipg like a loss—^Granted. 
—If tlien the old prices to the boxe«« and pit arc 
not sufficient for that indemnification, it follows of 
course, that new ones must be fixed, »ind if tho^e 
new prices are not extravagantly high, but barely 
bufFieicnt to iTmunerotc or indemnify the proprietors 
for the \ast buiris of money which tliey have ex¬ 
pended, relying fully on tlie generosity of a ihitisli 
public to n'pay them, it follows that wo should, 
without hcbitation, submit to these prices--*Granted, 
If tliese things are granted, and for the honour of 
iny narive land, I trust there are few who do not 
most readily subscribe to every one of them, 1 shall 
have nothing ^furtlier to do than proceed, and as 1 
proceed, prove the only thing which wants proving 
in tiic above propositipns, that the old prices are 
too littje, mid the new ones barely sufficient, to re¬ 
munerate tlie proprietors. ^ 

Some of the papers have meationc^i ^nd doubt 
not ofi&ctally, that the Intended enhancement of the 
theatrical prtoes of admission was deferred only till 
the opening of the new theatre, whenat was addod, the 
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great eapences Attendant upon so large a strnetiiTe a» 
this theatile hi intended to be, would absoluteljr require 
sueh ait addition to Its roedpts. Upon thi» resjttqaiiig wd 
have much to say,—Upon a fair balance of receipts and 
pigments, wo do not hesitate to say, that if the aid mall 
theatre Iras the advantageous concern vae shall pretetdl;^ 
shew a to have heen^ the ffC3> large om will cover an abate-^ 
ment, instead of demanding ai| increase in its price of ad. 
tnisSlod. ' ^ 

But monopoly^ vUUtlnoui monopoVy, is the banc of the 
pnment drama, and insteatl of baring a competition of 
reasonably.sized theatres, where voice might be^heard, 
and face seen, wb are likely to be banished to the splen. 
did deserts of two patent^ thisahres;, where, as there is 
very little but show and mnsic tl^at can be seen gpd heard^ 
theta is not lihdy to be any tJjitng else that deserves to be 
seen and hcaird.—The profits nf Jthe latter seftson, de. 
ducting fi(r. HaSrrls's 'j|f7o6 a year inan^cment of 
the concern, 5001, of 'nhidi to Mr, Kemble as act¬ 
ing ntangger, tzie have reason to helieve have not been less 
than WiOOOS, a year,' We are as maeh as any men anxu 
ous that the thealrkall exhibition qf this loan should be 
well rewarded, , v < 

TVfficr, Qd. 4, 1808. 

I * 

r 

2. We hsredi^ tome thne heard it saggeated, In didisrent 
ways, that the prqpaktori tot Caned Garden Theatre in. 
tend to impose on the pnMie an advance on the admis. 
sion to drnt theatre, and at leagili they have announced 
the opening of it ii;pl^id0((agdt\jQ% that such arfite will 
be attempted}. 

3. With respect to ilo eoy me'sMT not 

eant^nd. The theatre ^ ^leig o^|0 j the extrdh^diMrgf 
monopo^ng^ps^t ^ tb^lr^ aiad they may open the 
tfieate^i or not, as ftey plelise, and upon what terms they 
pleata. At the same time it may be also said, that the 
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irablic is not obliged to freqnent it if thQi)r do not np{Ht>ro 
the terms proposed; but (f theatrical amusemea^s are ha» 
hitmi io the inhabitants af the metropolis, md /firm a 
part tf what m^y be considered as an ettebUsked reerea^ 
Hon, and if that means of recreation is narrowed^ as it 
has beenhyaccidaital events^ the sole remaining posses* 
sors of the powrr of affording dramatic entertainments, 
certainly act with a Spi/^ as sRiherd (u it u rapadeas, 
in ialHngan undue odcoaiageof the puldk propensity*^ 
Biii^thoogh the deiiruHm ^ Drvry-Lane Theatre may 
be, and wc doubt net is an operatiug^enconragument to 
the tapacfiy of the €ovent Garden Proprietors, they wilt 
not let that traoslpSre beyond Jibe confines of their cdo> 
dare. It was neO^sary for iliem to cantrhe some {dan. 
sible masons, which they could offer to die public, either 
to excite its fhelings, or play^npon its callibiliiy, or con. 
rinre its jostitc. * Nov we caijinot disc|rn in the reasons 
which thbp hard pnldi^ed, the least pmbabilily that John 
Bull’s homan^y can be excitld, or his justice awaicened, 
to consent to the adrantages whjch they propose to them- 
selrcS; while the general tenor of their address is too 
barefaced io dnpe him in his most good.haaioured and 
unsuspecting moments. 

Tiunes, Sept, 13, 1809. 




• Address^/ thtPHipfktori, 

The proprietors having completed the tijea- 
tre within the time originally promised, beg leave 
respectfully to stalb to the public, tibe absolute ne- 
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ce«&ity that compels tkm to make the lolloping ad- 
vaiice on the prices Of admission: 

First prfee Boxts 7s. Fit 4a. 

Hiilf-priise do. 3s. 6d. do. as usual. 

The Loivir «nd tapper (aalt’urics will remmn at the Old Prices. 

On the late calamitous destruction of their pio- 
perty, the proprieto^Si encouraged by the remem¬ 
brance of former patronage, itistantly and cheer¬ 
fully applied themselves to the erection of a new 
theatre^ solicitous only without enlarging the 
audknee-part of the edifice^ it might afford the pub¬ 
lic improved accommodation end security^ and at 
the same tim| present an additioiml ornament to 

the metropolis of the British empire. 

« 

Tliis, their most anxious wish, they flatter them¬ 
selves they have scdidly effected, not only within 
the short space of ten mouths, from the laymg of the 
foundations, but under the enormously expensive 
disadvantages of drcumtta&ces singulady unfa¬ 
vourable to buildings 

When it Is known that no less a Sum than 
156,000/. has been expended, 5n order ’to render 
this theatre v^oithy of British spectators, and of the 
genius^f their native poets; when, in this under- 
takivwthe inevitable accumulation oi^ at least, a 
s^tiPd rentage is positively stated to be incurred; 
and when, in addition to these pressing incum- 
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brances, the increased and rapidly increasing p 'ices 
of every article indispensable to dramatic represen- 
tations cotne to be considered, the proprietors per¬ 
suade themselves, that in their proposed regula- 
lation they shall be honoured with the concurrence 
of an enlighlcocd and liberal public. 

September 1!, 1809. 


4i 


4. It i*$ ao awkward Bodop which we are disposed to 
entertain; hat we cannot help thinking that there is 
Bomething very like miS’^etatimenty la this 150,000/* That 
ffuch a Btnn hai been ^pended) may bp most true, hvd did 
not (he 50,000/. insured on tks old theatre /ofei a part of 
it? and if so, the acduides^^ce is deduced to 100,000/. 

5. Iiet them (the managers)' economise, nor snffer actors 
to wear apon their hacks the profits of a night to gratify 
private vanity.— could con/iTm these notions with 
some stfUantt fntdsy and HfcoNTiiovERTXBLs ^aixula. 
SSoirs, bpt we »hall conclude at present with observing, 
that it was a cunning trick not to raise the price of the 
galleries, and at the same tune contract their space .—We 
trusty howetefy thS the cldtt ef peopU who frequent the 
upper regions, wlU genetons^feel the imposUiony though 
it m/// noty in a pecuniary point of view, affect them, 

4. We are well aware, that no pains will be spared to 
darry this iaiportflit pokut; a crowd' of venal Jpplauders 
may be purchased—police-officers may be planted in every 
part of tim house to OiWart diseonteiit—«iid i^om Street 
is at /umd.—If John Bull, hb^ever, should quietly snbmit, 
and be content with paying n guinea for himself^ his wife, 
and daughtery for the boxesy without receiving the usual 

C 
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three shUlingt itt change, we shall otiljr ohservey that the 
fire in CoTent Garden llieatre was a most fortunate event 
for the proprietors*— It teitt keep them very warm at the 
pttblk eipence for the reoudnder of their lives. 

Times, Slept. 13^ 1809. 

7. The more one considers the tmpositloli avowed by the 
proprietors of Covent Gaiden Theatre, the more one is 
convinced of its anonsaitp.^^The{r address is founded in 
fatsehood^heir o^ct it to guU the public f bnt 1 have a 
better opinioa of BiitMh good sense, than to shppose it 
possible that it will snbmit to the new impost on theatri. 
ifol amusements. 

If the proprietors of Covent Garden Theatre vrere in« 
fluenced by jnsi prinxapleB, if they were actuated iiy a 
spirit of fmr dealing, they would have submitted a correct 
statement of their conc»||||^ and ik alffidrs to the public eye, 
its real situation previous to the fire, and the disadvan. 
tages, if any, with whidh their new theatre would be 
opened at tiie old pricesw^-lnstaad of this, ih^ come for* 
ward with an impudent ptjlsreprespnta^on of the state of 
their circttmstaaCee* 

Timeti Sept. 14, 1809, 
from a Correspondent—mrdir.pffnf. 

8. No one who is in the least acq^nalnted with the (ricks 
^ of trade, can for a mommit sni^se that the proprietors 

of Covent Garden Theatre are reduced by necessity to 
raise the prices of admission to their theatre. The no 
less snm than 150,P00f.*^ which is roundly stated to have 
been^espended dn the theatre, ban been liqnidated for 
them in this way: 


Recewred of the pnbfic in SOOh shares 
^^ f the Insurance Qfioee 
' Jr ^ materials 


. 75 , 0001 . 
. 50 , 0001 . 
* 26 , 0001 . 


£ 150,000 
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The tiloe of the old maleriait herCf hot e^rUdnUf been 
too highly esiimated/ bat the proprieton ha?e tarely no 
rigU to hotfUce ouf oMh their 15O,0CX)f» Graatiof^ how- 
«Ter, that the baildli^g has cost them a fern ^ioutandSf 
have they Bot provided for an increased reAtal by their 
fhiriy.four private boxes at 400 guinea a year, instead of 
tfdive at 300l.^l>edact from Idy^SOf. (tbd annaal rent 
of these ihirtywfoar private boxes) S^dOOf. (the rent of the 
0 I 4 twelve) J,750li for the a&daal interest of the 6 OOI, 
shares^ and we fidd the theatre a deat gtdner of 6,930f* 
a yeoTf for yrioote booee tdono-^n year or two’s payment 
of this sum iti}l therefore cover any expence the proprie* 
tors may have been at in the bniiding* 

9* As to the proprietors, it is notorious thatt during the 
run igf M^her Gcojc, they shored S8,QO0l. per amum 
profit^ and, as toi^difdnnsri, it is equally notorious how 
shanmfully the idost mninentij y n^ popular of them am 
overpsdd. ‘What coutd not maiNigbfB afford to give BiU 
liogton, Betty, and Catalanfi 
The proprietors of CovontCrarden Theatre share about 
ZbfOOOL eft the endsf eoary tuoees^fld season. 

It is remarkable that the price of admission to the gal* 
leridi is never touched, and that they can get what they 
pifasB) the galieriei have always been 9s. and Is. and the 
abolition of the one*>8ldl]ing,faDlery will never be an effec* 
tive measure. The bpaxp a^d ^ have surely as much 
to mriahun their ri^hi as the galleries; only the 
loud assertion of those rights in a theatrsf ft eomewhat 
obnoaioui to politemss. If, however, they are unanimous 
in their wishes, those wishes must be resistless^ but we 
be^ch them not io involve themselves In any squabbles 
with those who may be sent to delude them tnto a riot; 
lei not any allnrion to fire mrit hearts to mom pity, 

‘ than what may serve to ohrry toem to the benefit of the 
real sttfibrers by that flre^ wlmDever t|e teealthy propriom 

C 9 
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tm thftU to pl«a^ to ttom tenponteif 

peitovwe, aad Boifi ». 6d. 

Ttoief, ISy 1309. 

10. Ongiit they not to iiat« laid to Icturtt iqibo ae* 
eoato totora their cii«to«ior8| the public, with such results 
M Itonld tove € 9 Wiihid tks and thine^ con^ 

ciliahd gen$r^ mqukstsbno^ \Bto ftaeto^ dene no wch 
things thechvloui tkatiheijf had no ground 

of ikat kind id idofk apon^ > / , 

Totod^ht 0|eii| tto Owtore is |o jopra to advupced 
pritoS) a®d to idi^don to 800 comtidtles who me to he 
placed i*fl dU pmU of the houses 300 of the guards are 
to be stationed there io heap the peatH We totot the^pr^* 
f rictors wil! not be impradcnt enough foiaibto tutor 

an Euglisti%catre. ^ .*» v*" i 

Tlmesy Sept. 18,1809. 


The pre(!eding par^plis were all written .pre¬ 
vious to-thc openiltg «f the eheelre. Whetlier "they 
will be ftouj^t, 'on n calm inirotigatioo, to have 
emanated from Me who was desitoos that ap im¬ 
partial view of the' question should be taken, I leave 
to better judges tl^',ttjy#eE This Writer,admits 
that the propfietorediad p l/egtl right 
tU price' hfiadmmm,'\uteaim dib eatraeedioary 
monc^lizidg pattnt is tlirirs. What he rtay mean 
by ext, jomiMrp, I do not tajow, but I really think 
if th^ were not' exclusive patents granted, if as 
ma^j^fe chosethwiaes mer^ eufi'end to 
do lt,^e shobld tod wen «ttreme)y ecrapulons 
about laying out oo any one such buildiag 1*0,000/. 
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«s the numhe^r of competitors ^ould evidently tend 
to die 1 uiii of some, and die serioas loss of all die 
rest 

How this writer cfould recondle it to aood breed- 

• I ^ '' 

ing and gentlemenly manners, to apply such termi> 
to theisondttct of die jircyfrietoii of iCovenV Gai^(feit 
theatre as he has doiTe^ anci upon §och grounds too, 

I am at a loss to know: such terms %$ f tlhberai^ 

" rapamuSi* ** cundt^-tridt^ fitc. were, toaay the 
least of diem, vcqt unlmndsowe, unless the writer of 
theta had had something mqre solid than bare surmise 
to budd upon; and hoa he could be so “ iU^erat** as 
to imagine, that the destruedonof Dniry4aiie the¬ 
atre was an operating encoura||gnent to the rapacity 
of the Covent tJarden proprietors, it is difficult to 
conceive# There is no doubt but the proprietors, - 
for years back, have felt the necessity ot an ad« 
vance; but they must have been too well aware of 
the ungracious manner in which suoh a proposition 
would be received, and thereffiro judged that when 
such a splendid building as they^^ve now erected 
was exhibited ^ view, It would plead their cause 
better than the cioqiipiit tongue could do* In¬ 
deed, it 13 p^pOBlercnis ‘^ujipose tlm& any time 
could be ^0 fit ffir tlie adi'dxice m the openin^f the 
* theatre; ffir if tliey bad ddffirred^ it to another season, 
the public would have asked them ii they 

were not aware, attbe fim^ opemng, of the e^nce 
they had incurred# y i 
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The Timee admits (generous soul \) the^t 150,0004 
have b^n expetn^ed, but asks if the 50,0004 
(which, by the way, was no more than.,44,5004) 
did not form a part, pf it; an4 thus reduced die 
actual expence to 100,00p4 . Really there is some¬ 
thing so impudent in this^^ tliat one is inclmed to 
wiSder fidw any man of common sense couid-WTito 
such a passage seriously. Does this writer mean to 
sal", that te house, with all its scenery, ma-' 
chinei^^, dresses, and decprsL^ions, was worth no- 
thi^? and iChe^does i|j!|t,/does he mean to say that 
it did not Belopg .tp Messrs. H^s, Kemble^ dtp. 
Kol TBen it was worth spmedithg; and i^belonged 
to those gentlemen? Yes? Very well;; dien, my 
cah^ hriend,^ what sum pf money do you suppose 
it w^ worthf Was ^^^pctii 44,5004 the money they 
received of rfie;ii|sitf3^e^ffices for it?- Yesj land 
much more; or ,^8e Mr. Kemble %ould not have 
given, sbihe years back,. 122,0004 for one-sixth part 
of it. Then you must .admit, that as much more as 
the worth of it exppded 44,500/. so much,must the 

<<)«f % thejire; die money 

theyri^r^--' - -.' - ' ' ' 

perty as if 
estate- 



thcy.Xpuld fiave^hhd 


as much their oip private pro- 
edit .from the saie^of an 
not till that ill a few years 



dowiii the, ^b^tre on 


account of its ripiioiis state :tr^ou have said so imicb, 
but whether conect^^-^|j^^eclare myself totally 
ignorte [ but my ppinya that it is “ a weak in- 
vfRKi of the ■i.i^j^ae it hud been 
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the case^ would they not have saved an immeo^ 
property, which was consumed; and it is more than 
probable, that before they could have ventured to 
build another theatre, they must have calculated 
upon an advance, and a greater advance than heat 
actually taken place, 

f 

This writer's Calculatkm, that the private boxes 
would at once pay the proprietors per cent, on 
their capital, is so very silly, that it hardly deserves 
notice. His premises are overthrow^ by the oh* 
servations above, and his conclusion, of course^ 
falls to the ground. But supposing for a moment 
that these boxes did*really produce per cept 
on their capital, ^^hat has that to do with our argu* 
ment ? any tier of boxes would produce as much, 
and more, provided they were full every night; and 
tlius he might assert there is %5 per cent, on their 
capital. What is the produceof these boxes, taking 
it at IS,500/, compared to the expences of the sea¬ 
son, which are generally from 30,0001, to 70,000/.? 

Now is there any person so simple as to think 
this writer was actually inerimest,”when he brought 
forward so Veiy futile an argument? No; hei^o 
does think so, knows very llttie of the proprie¬ 
tor of. the Times, to suppose that he would en>- 
ploy such a noodle in his office. But it was ^ 
tended for the public, and most likely had its desired 
effect. 
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* Bespecting the manager s ecistnomising, as this 
gentleman wishes them to do, I shall have to notice 
that in another place, as also his “ striimg facts 
and mcontrimrtlhk calculations^' His appeal to 
those people wfacy. generally visit tlie galleries, as 
well as that to the most grovelling arid avaricious 
passions of John Bull, w^^e he reiMnds him, that 
he used to receive three shillings hut of a guifea 

swhere be must now pay the entire guinea, is so piti- 

\ 

ful ^lat it would deserve notlung hut silent con¬ 
tempt, were it not for the mischief it is so well cal¬ 
culated to excite, Th^ tomes the letter of a cor- 

, f 

respondent, ,4bd from , his manner he appears to be 
in a twible passipn, for he deals id* very big ex¬ 
pressions,^ hut e«d#fullyr avoidi all .m*guincnt He 
tells us, that the addresK proprietors is 

founded on falsehood ; that thfeir object is to gull the 
public ; that they come forward jwith an impudent 
misrepresentation of the shite of their circum¬ 
stances, &c. How tins generous-hearted corres- 
pondejill\*of the candid Times cpulAKfeel himself 
justified ip such expressions in regard to the conduct 
of men, whose cha^cters for fair dealing has never 
before been callil^q||§tion, he will perhaps tike 
:so^8e future opportunity of Inarming the public. 
It will not do for him to say hfe confided in the as¬ 
sertions of the Times: he ouglit to have thought for 
himself, or at least he ought to have seen some of 
those “ incoatrover^ble calculations’^ before he had 
ventured so far. I do not know how Messrs. Harris 
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And Kemble might feel on the perusal of such 
charges ^ as “ foutidkig an address in felsehood>” 

gulling the public,’’ and making impudent mis¬ 
representations f but if they are honourable men, 
which I have no reason to doubt, Ihey must have 
felt a considerable degr^ of pain in reflecting that 
a respectable paper could so far degrade its column's 
by charges so foul, and be suffered to do it with 
impunity, ^ 

The paragraph, No. 8, is remarkable for nothing 
so much as its absurdity. The proprietors received 
of the publicj in 500/. shares, 75,000/.; and what 
does he mean to infer from that^—why, I suppose, 
tiiat it w^as made u present of to them. But does 
he not know that for that 75,000/. they will have to 
pay 5 per cent per annum, and grant 150 free ad¬ 
missions, that is, one to each shareholder: so that 
as much as they pay over legal interest for the money 
borrowed, much better would it have been for 
them had all the money expended come from their 
own pockets. The money received from the firc¬ 
ones has been under discussion before, and for the 
monstrous value put on the old materials, it w^ld 
be an insult to common sense to notice it: so not¬ 
withstanding all this good gentleman has written, 1 
think I have pretty well proved that the proprietors 
have a right to “ bounce out with their 150,000/.” 
The remaining part of this paragraph 1 will not no¬ 
tice, farther than to request tlie reader, if he is fond 
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sof observing how far folly united with passion will 
tarry some men, to look particularly into it. 

When he asserts in the next paragraph, that dur¬ 
ing the Vun of IVIother Goose the proprietors shared 
38,000/. per annum profit, and that they share 
35,000/. every successful season, I feel the strongest 
iiesire to see some of those “incontrovertible calcula¬ 
tions” of his, because if he could prove such a thing, 
I should most willingly join in the cry against the 
managers, and pronounce them the greatest of im¬ 
postors : unhappily to this title this doughty oppo¬ 
nent of theirs seems to lay a weightier claim. 

The extract. No. 9, is not any way remarkable, 
except to shew what a vei^ inadequate idea this 
gentleman had of the visitors of the boxes and pit, 
as they have not thought it very “ obno^vious 
politeness^' to “ loudly assert those rights'* which 
the gallery genti’y were always known* to possess. 
In the next extract, w here he calls at least for some 
“general account,” he seems very candid, and no 
way unreasonable; but how he and his fcllowrla- 
botfters treated the account which was laid before 

, j** 

them, will be seen shortly: they arc very like spoiled 
cliHdren; they cry for a toy, and when it is brought 
them> they are dissatisfied, and cry for others' The 
next and last extract before the opening of the house 
is beyond all praise: “ Eight hundred constables, 
and five hundred soldiers!” Bless us, what 
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army! I wonder how we contrived to make our way 
through tlicni. I say because I liad the supreme 
pleasure of a seat in the pit on that night-^but it 
was pleasure to satiety; for I never since have ven¬ 
tured among those generous sons of Britain, who 
have continued so “ loudly to assert our rights/’ and 
who will in cortsccjuence deserve the blessings of 
Englishmen to the latest posterity. Who knows 
that, but for this magnanimous struggle, we should 
not at this moment have been the most abject o§ 
slaves, crouching at the feet of the universal tyrant? 
Who will assert, that it is not owing to this that, in 
a great measure, may be imputed our naval victory 
in the Mediterranean, as our gallant sailors would 
undoubtedly syhipathisc with their brave country¬ 
men in the pU of Covent Garden theatre, and that 
would nerve tlieir arms in such a manner as to make 
them irresistible. I say nothing as to how they 
would receive the intelligence; sympathy, delightful 
sympathy, exerts itself every where, and at the 
same moment. But though I have been led away 
by the warmth of ray feelings in favour of the 
dearest idol of my adorations, liberty, I should be 
vciy glad to know w'hat became of the 1300 con¬ 
stables and soldiers. In the pit they certainly were 
not, nor in the boxes, and I do not bejieve there 
were many of them in the galleries. There were 
•about a dozen men in the passages of the theatre I 
saw as we came out, but the deuce a red coat more 
than are to be seed on any other night either 
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heujae* We must therefore seek this immense army 
in the lively imagination of the writer in the Times. 


Now the reader is conducted to that period which 
immediately followed the first night’s performances, 
or rather the fi^st night’s disturbances, and he will 
please to peruse th^ comments which the Times and 
the Morning Chronicle, in the fervour of their zeal 
for the public cause, made on them. 


First Night. —After describing the tumult which had 
6ttbiisted>the whole of the cveniag, the Times continues: 

11. It was a noble sight to see so much indignation in the 
public mind; and we could not help thinliing, as Mr. 
Kemble and Mrs. Siddons stood on the stage, carrying 
each of them 500/, upon their backs in clothes^ that it was 
to feed this vanUy^ and to pay m Italian singer^ that the 
public mere termed. They, howerer, resented tfafjm. 
posttuNi last nigM; as became them, and the only resource 
they now have is, as the proprietors of the theatre take 
no notice of them, to take no notice of the proprietors of 
the theatre. Let the company play to empty benches; 
let the pnUic agree to desert the theatre, and we shall 
soon see which can do without the other the longer. The 
proprie^^ must c^me down; they are orershooting their 
mark; eompetiton at low prices will be raised up on all 
sides; and they had better gi?e up wbat in the end will be 
ignominfously wrested from them. 

Tmes^ Sept* 18,1808. 
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IS. We haTe hitherto abstained from the controtim^ mi 
the advance on the prices of admission) from various coiu 
siderationsy but chiefly from the respect which we bear 
for the dramOf and the inclination whleh we have to sup* 
port cv|ry ebiablishmcnt that is likely to promote the in* 
teltcctual entertainment of the public. It was onr nish^ 
therefore) to hear what reasons ^e'^signed by pel* 
SOBS favoured by their Sovereign with an exclusive grant) 
for raising the price of admissioa to his popple; and we 
should have acquiesced) if even a tolerable justificatjen 
bad been set up for the measure. We with the question 
to he fairly discussed, 

)3. If those who receive an exclusive grant from the King, 
only as the means of better securing to the public a the* 
atrical entertmument) can thus with impunity lock up one 
whole tier (the private boxes), they may lock up tlio 
whole, and make it altogether a private concern. Thiy 
(the private boxes) will surely be very desirable oh «rc* 
count of their exclusion from the riot and obscenity ef ihs 
lobbies^ and it is clear they will be a constant and fatal 
drawback on the property of the theatre, it is a carious 
argument |et up for the advance in the prices, that tlie 
number of free persons ftU the theatre^ an^ deprive it of 
income. A more insulting argument cannot be alleged; 
for who made tiioM multltttilesfrce *The freo admission 
is a part of the interest which the managers pay for mo* 
ney; and if, instead of buikUng the theatre on their own 
aapiial, they are obliged to ^ay exorbitant interest for 
money^ are they to plead this as an excuse for layloj^a 
tax upon the public. ^ * 

Morninst Chfonkle^'^^tl 19,1809-» 
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It was no doubt a noble sight for the editor of 
the Times : men are always pleased when any fa¬ 
vourite scheme succeeds; and certainly, if we may 
jiadge from the extracts which I have made from 
that paper, it was tlie earnest wush of tfee editor, 
that an opposfeon, right or wrong, should be raised 
against the managers; w'hether it was to gratify pri¬ 
vate vanity, or not, I will not pretend to say, that 
Mrs. Siddons’and Mr. Kemble’s dresses in Lady 
Macbeth and her husband, were so superb. Per¬ 
haps the Times would rather see them hung round 
with painted paper, like the chimney-sweepers on a 
May-day, than each of them 500/. on their backs in 
dotbes. Respecting this sum of 500/. I feel scru¬ 
pulous in giving entire credit to it, after what we 
have seen of the Times’s ‘‘ incontrovertible calcu- 
tions.” But, surely there is something more than 
mean in thus criticising the dresses of performers: 
we had better at once have a jury of tailors and 
mantua-maJrers, and let them be authoi^ed to de¬ 
termine the exact cost of each suit, and say whetlier ' 
Lady Macbeth’s gown is to' be satin or bombazeen. 
Good God! what will foreigners think of us when 
they read such things? We, who are so celebrated 
in4he world for>i*iches and gi^crosity! We to de¬ 
scend to this prying minutias! it is too bad. Tlie 
French have bfren called, us a nation of shopkeepers, 
and it will now be bandied about from onii corner 
of Europe to another from Cadiz to Kam- 
schatka j from ikchangel to the Moroa. Why 
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was the theatre itself so splendid, but to be aa or¬ 
nament to the nation? and, after spending I50,00Q/. 
on the theatre, are we to grumble because Mrs. 
Siddons’s dress has cost a few pounds more th^ 
strict economy would warrant. As for the Italian 
singer, she is now out of the questibn, which, I for 
one, am very glad of,* because it would have been 
a contaminating precedent, if she had been suffered 
to remain; but I do not believe the public were 
screwed on her account, as it was no doubt judged 
that she would bring in to the amount of her salary, 
however large. As the remaining part of, the, pa¬ 
ragraph is built on this gentleman’s incontrover¬ 
tible calculatione,” comment is deemed unnecessary, 
only it may be observed, it is a pity his friends did 
not take his advice, and stay away, rather than 
cause such a disgraceful riot every night. Now 
for a word or two on the Morning Chronicle.—His 
reason for abstaining from the controversy, is cer- 
tainly very plausible, and his respect for the drimia 
it would be sacrilege to doubt, after witnessing his 
conduct since he wrote tiiat, and wc must also ad- 
mit his sincerity when he says he would have ac¬ 
quiesced, if even a tolerable justification had been 
set up. Mr. Kemble’s assurance that they w’ere 
not making more than 6 per cent, it would appear 
was 7 iot tolerabky and w^e shall find hereafter, that 
the committee’s report was not tolerable; but wc 
$hall have some difficulty in finding what xvould 
jiave been tokrahk^ As to the writer’s wish (of 
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the question to be fairly discussed, I can only an¬ 
swer, it is a pity he has not assisted to discuss it 
foiirly, but has for the most part substituted decla¬ 
mation for discussion. His observations on the 
private boxes deserve consideration, and the reader 
will perceive in italics the best defence of them 
which could be written, and I shall most probably 
make use of it, when I come to answer a certain de¬ 
scription of the assailants of those places. Why 
so much noise should be made about this tier of 
boxes being locked up from the public, I cannot 
see, except it is fr<mi that envious disposition which 
invariably is attached to little minds, who can see 
nothing in the possession of another, but they must 
have a share of it. W^hy did not you, Mr. Chro¬ 
nicler, step forward, when tlic building was in pro¬ 
gress, and say, it must he finished as I like; it 
must he according to my plan, or it will not please 
the public, whose organ I am. Tell me, good sir, 
whether, if they had thought fit to make the pigeon¬ 
hole boxes on a level with the one-shilling gallery 
into private ones, you w'ould not have said the 
•* gods"’ were deprived of their just right. But I 
would ask you if you never took a box at any of 
the thcalres a few days, or a week, before the per¬ 
formance. If you have, you made that a private 
ho,v for^that night, and, if you could do it for one 
night, you might for a dozen nights, or every night 
through the season; by such means, you see, all 
the boxes might be rendered private, and yet m 
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one could find fault. Then why should this single 
tier, being made private, gall you so terribly, and 
particularly after your excellent defence of them, 
when you say they will be very desirable on account 
of their exclusion from the riot and obsce?iity of 
the lobbies, ‘ 1 am coming to a part in the extract 
from your paper, which gives me great pain to think 
what a dilemma, you and your fellow-labourer, the 
Times, have placed the managers in. According 
to the Times, 75,000/. raised in shares was given to 
them, and according to you, they pay an exorbitant 
interest for it. This is really placing the poor ma¬ 
nagers betw'cen two fires with a. vengeance. 

I4k The people do feel themselves aggrieved; and there is 
something peculiarly ungenerous in the time and manner 
of the advance. The time chosen for the act is, when the 
public are deprived of the rival theatre; and when, there¬ 
by, Covent Garden is enabled to play e'oery night, instead 
of three times a week, which one would think might of 
itself have satisfied the proprietors. The manner in which 
it is justified, is that, by locking up from the public, one 
principal tier of boxes, they have narrowed the accommo¬ 
dation, and therefore demand a higher price for that 
which is left. 

Morning Chronicle, Sept, 20, 1809. 

The theatres have always at the beginning of the 
season, for about three weeks, played only off the 
alternate nights, and because the new theatre was 
enabled at first to play every night, you f)riiig this 
paltry circumstance forward, as a reason why that 

E 
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was not a proper time for raising the prices. 1 
have already given my opinion why the first open- . 
ing was the most proper, and this argument of 
yours does not tend to alter it. But admitting 
that the proprietors had for the first season gained 
one or two per cent, more from having less opposi¬ 
tion, than if Drury Lane had been open, should 
Tve, as generous Britons, look with an evil eye at 
w'hat w'ould only have been a just remuneration for 
their exertions? No ! we should rather have ex¬ 
ulted to find merit rewarded. 


15. Nearly at the conclusion of the farce, Mr. Mnnden 
came forward, and attempted to address the audience; 
but, before he could procure a hearing, Mr. Kemble ap. 
peared, and it being supposed that his intention was to 
announce the determination of the proprietors to return 
to the old prices, he was rcceircd with a thunder of ap. 
plause. Mr. Kemble, however, began by expressing Aim. 
self truly fhankjul for their kind indulgence in permiU 
ting him-to address them^ to assure them hovs happy the 
proprietors zeere, at all times, to attend to the accommoda» 
iion and wishes of the public ; he was therefore desirous 
to know what they had to complain of 9 This last sen. 
tanco was followed by a volley of groans and hisses, and, 
in answer, the words old prices” were exhibited in 
every part of the House, 

t 

After this, Mr. Kemble endeavoured, but in vain, to 
procure a hearing, and retired amidit the most marked 
disapprobation of the audience. 


Timesy Sept, 21,1809. 
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The fact is, that large fortunes have been made by 
theatrical proprietorship, and till we sec the treasurer’s 
debtor and creditor account/or the last five years^ verified 
by his oath, nothing shdl persuade us to the contrary. 
How many people would jump at a licence to build a new 
theatre for the performance of plays, at 6s. and 3s. 6d.' 
only ! It is worse than idle to compare exclusive paten* 
tees with “ manufacturers or tradesmenthere is no 
competition in one case, which there is in the other. 

TimeSf Sept. 21, 1809. 


We have here a description of the manner in 
%vhich ]\fr. Kemble wished to address the house, as 
well as the manner in which he was received. His 
submissively desiring to know ‘‘ what they had to 
complain of,”-has been, by the ill-disposed, tor¬ 
tured into the snappish expression, *‘What do you 
want r” and from this only many of his opponents 
attempt to justify themselves ; because, say they, it 
was not treating the public respectfully. As to theii* 
refusing to hear Mr. Kemble at all after that, I will 
only say, that though there might be many respect¬ 
able men, and women too, who assisted in the cla¬ 
mour, yet it tallies so exactly with the conduct of a 
savage mob, whether before the hustings in Covent 
Garden market, or in the pit of Covent Garden 
theatre, that I find myself unable to draw thojdis-^ 
tinction. 


E $2 



17. The expression of public discontent, which we notice 
at the theatre on Monday and Tuesday nights, was last 
night still louder and more general. It seemed to be the 
proceeding of a vselUdisciplined and zoell-combined corps^ 
acting under judkioui and resolute leaders; every one 
appeared to understand the justice of the cause for which 
he struggled, and the means by which it was to be 
tained. We cannot dismiss this subject without express¬ 
ing our opinion, that after the ?cry decisirc and unequi¬ 
vocal tone in which the public sentiment was manifested 
last night, the proprietors cannot persist in their objcc«i 
tionable demands, without exposing themselves to the im. 
putation of a culpable pertinacity, and very seriously risk¬ 
ing the peace of the town. 

Chronicle, Sept, 21, 1809. 

I will say nothing about the former part of this 
extract, because it seems to bear so closely on pro¬ 
ceedings which arc (ixpcctcd to take place in a cer¬ 
tain quarter. The Morning Chronicle, the “ friend 
of the people,” says they seemed to understand each 

other, and so says the A-G-. But for the 

latter part, it is impossible not to admire it. Mr. 
Kemble (obstinate man!) would rather expose him¬ 
self to the imputation of culpable pertinacity,” 
than be ruined in his fortune: he would rather 
risk the peace of the town,” than the property of a 
few '’idiviJuals;—this is undoubtedly a degree of 
“ pertinacity” that can never be sufficiently repro- 
])ated. ' 
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18. Junius observed that the people of England were pa* 
tient to a certain point, but that M'hen provoked beyond 
that, their resistance was not to be withstood.” The ma¬ 
nagers of this theatre appear to be of a diifeicnt opinion. 
Provocation they seem resolved to carry to the utmost 
extreme, apparently regarl’fss of C 0 D.Si'»juene,'' 8 , 

This proposition (for a committee) app^urcd to the au¬ 
dience to have so much the complexion of u it ’ck, that it 
served only to intlame their indignation ; and wc must 
confess that their conception of the subject was not un¬ 
fair. 

It may be calculated upon that the opposition of the 
public, if once allayed, would not be apt to revive. At 
all events, it is worth the while of those, whom that op¬ 
position annoys, to make the experiment: but the public 
arc not to be hoaxed I 

Chronicle^ Sept. 23, 1809. 

* 

What could this foolish man mean by such raving 
as wc see above? What does he wish people to un- 
tlerstand by the provocation which the managers 
Avere carrying to the utmost extreme ?—Surely he 
docs not mean to say that, whether they could afford 
it or not, they should act at the old prices. This 
would be shewing a deference to public opinion, 
which might be highly pleasing to the conductors of 
the Morning Chronicle, but from every person of 
sound judgment the managers would justly bring on 
themselves the imputation of culpable weakness. 

How the managers’ submitting their accounts to a 
committee could Avear the “ complexion of a trick,” 
is to me most Avonderful. Yet the Chronicle thinks 
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that the conception of the siibj^'t” by the audK 
ence “ was not iinhiir.’* If this (-xtract from that 
wretched paper should, fifty yc; rs hence, meet the 
eye of an impartial lejder, it vill most assuredly 
cause a more than ordinary dt ' 4 ,i\..e of a a iishment. 
Should this reader be an histeriaii, scarchir^:^ for ma¬ 
terials to assist him in describing the i’.aimers of 
tliis age, he will, no doubt, .f'lincate us as a nation 
of barbarous monsters, or wo would never leave 
suffered to exist amon.qst us a man, who could so 
far set common sense at defiantor rather one who 
could be so outrageously iimpudent as to tell his 
countrymen, that to endeavour to give them every 
satisfaction was a ** trick.” 

Throughout the whole of the above paragraph 
from the Chronicle there seems a very great degree 
of uneasiness lest the proposed committee should so 
far satisfy the public, that they would agree to the 
•new prices; and his fears that the opposition, if 
once alla’^ed, would not be apt to revive, sound ex¬ 
tremely well when read along with his regard for the 
“peace of tlie town” in a former paragraph. The 
fact seems to be, that the conductors of this paper 
have been actuated by a vile species of ambition; 
they heve been afraid of the manager’s justifying 
themselves; and, right or wrong, they wished the old 
prices ^to be restored, merely that they might Ijave 
a share of the glory due to all who had a hand in 
completing so desirable a restoration! 
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Address of the Proprietors* 

The public are most respectfully informed by th4 
proprietors, that the theatre will be closed till the Com¬ 
mittee of Gentlemen, to whose investigation their books 
and accounts are to be submitted, have examined and 
made up their opinions upon them.” 

19. Times. —We shall be anxious to know who compose 

this one-sided committee. The public zeould doubtless 
have excluded lamycrs* Let the committee’s report state 
the receipts and payments of each year, for the last ten 
yearsf and the particulars of those receipts and payments ^ 
this had better be clone at oiicc, for nothiu; short of this 
will satisfy the public. Thc^ more w'e consider the alTair 
of the committee, the more are we convinced that no real 
good can result from its investigations. First, who can 
be procured as gratuitous commissioners ? If none, who 
are to pay hired commissioners ?—certainly not the pub¬ 
lic; and if the managers, such commissioners become mere 
stipendiaries, who roust oblige those from whom they re¬ 
ceive their hire. As to Mr, Kcmble^s saying they only- 
received 6 per cent, this proves nothing, but that the con¬ 
cern has been managed at a great expcnce. 

Times, Sept. 25,1809. 

The intemperate style in which the above is writ¬ 
ten almost precludes tlie necessity of comment; yet 
I must be allowed to ask, why are you so aniflous* 
about the committee? why arc lawyers to be cx- 
cludM? why could you not w ait to see what‘the 
comi^ttee's report was? Why, I ask, all this anx¬ 
iety, that, like the Chronicle, you too w'cre 
afraid pf the report satisfying the public, and thus 
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endeavoured to raise a prejudice against the authorj^ 
of it? In your enquiry respecting whether the 
coniiiiissioners w^ould sit gratuitously or not, you 
exhibit every trait o/ a narrow sordid mind; and I 
should charge myself with insulting the gentlemen of 
the committee, were I to endeavour tv> defend them 
against such pitiful insinuations. As to what you 
say about the concern being managed at a great ex- 
pence, there is every appearance of its having been 
founded on voar “ incontrovertible calculations,’^ 
and as such not to be <wertumed. In another part 
of the paper j’roni uhicii the aJbovc extract was made, 
I believe you spoke of extravagant salaries, as be¬ 
ing the most grievous oxpence; and as this is a 
ground on which most of your followers build their 
arguments, it requires a more particular answer than 
most of what you have said. 1 wish first to know, 
if you will assert that Messrs. Harris, Kemble, and 
Co. offer more salary to Mrs. Siddons, Madame 
Catalani, or Master Betty, than they demand?— 
No! Do they give as much?—No, not always; 
but still they give very high salaries ? Why do they 
give such high salaries: merely for this plain and 
simple reason, because they fill the house so well as 
,to remunerate them. It is not always that their ta¬ 
lents command so much money, but popularity, a 
spurious popularity, very often supplies the place of 
talent. Nobody now will say that Master Betty was 
deserving of 50/. per night, and yet it paid the ma¬ 
nagers very well for a time to give him that; and if 
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Mrs. Siddons were engaged for this season, at 501. 
a night, though her talents are of the most splendid 
kind, and her equal not to be found; the managers 
would hardly comply with her demand, were they 
not sure, that the treasury would feel the benefit of her 
exertions. Messrs. Harris and Kemble, would not 
uselessly squander their money away.—The same 
argument, will apply to all the other performers.— 
Theatrical amusements have become very popular, 
theatrical talents are, consequent! 3 -, in great demand, 
and any thing so situated fetches a high price. 


Report of the CommitU v upon the state of Cogent* 

Garden Theatre, 

The Committee for e?iamifiing the affairs of CoTcnt. 
Garden Theatre, consisting of the following gentlemen, 
Alderman Sir Cliarles Price, Bart. M. P. Sir Thomas PIu- 
mer, Knight, his majesty’s SoUcitor.GeueraJ, John Sylves. 
ter, Esq. Rccordm* of the City of London, John Whit, 
more, Esq. Governor of the Bank of England, and John 
Julias Angerstcin, Esq. have authorised the proprietors to 
publish the following report in their names - 

t 

I 

We do hereby certify, that, after a full and aOtentiyr^x. 
amination of the subject which we have been desired to in¬ 
vestigate, by the proprietors of Covent Garden Th|atre, for 
' the satisfaction of the public, in respect to the rate of profit 
received by them from tiie late theatre, and likely to be 
received from the new, that the following is the result of 
■ our inquiry 
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The rate of profit actually receWed upon an average of 
Uie last six years, commencing in 1803 (the period of the 
present co-partnership in the theatre), upon the capital 
embarked therein, we have ascerimned to have amounted 
to 6 three-eights per cent, per annum, charging the concern 
with only the sum actually paid for insurance on such 
part of the capital as was insured ; but, if the whole of 
the capital had been insured, the profit would have been 
reduced to very little more than five per cent, and, for 
want of this full insurance, the proprietors being in part 
their own insurers, sustained a loss by the late fire, for 
which no compensation has been made to the amount of 
more than the whole of their profits for the above period 
of six years. 

The rate of profit likely to be received in future from 
the new theatre, depending in part upon the amount of 
bills not yet delivered, and of estimates not fully ascer¬ 
tained, had on the future receipts of the house, which are 
subject to various contingencies, cannot be ascertained with 
the same degree of certainty ; but, upon the best const, 
deration wc have been able to give to this subject, after 
having recourse to every source of information, oral and 
written, we are fully satisfied that the future profits of 
the new theatre, at the proposed advance in the prices of 
admission, will amount to only three and a half per cent, 
per annum upon the capital expended in the theatre, if 
the same be insured; and that, upon the same supposition 
^^;of inrturance, at the former prices of admission, the pro¬ 
prietors will, in our judgment, annually sustain a loss of 
near i per cent, per annum, on their capital. 

CHARLES PRICE. 

THOMAS PLUMER. 

JOHN SYLVESTER. 

JOHN WHITMORE. 

JOHN JULIUS ANGERSTEIN. 
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The proprietors hare the honour of presenting to the 
public the report of the gentlemen who kindly undi^rtook 
the inrestigation of the accounts of the theatre^ and cannot 
but feel assured that a liberal and enlightened people will 
now be convinced^ that the alteration in their prices 
arises solely from the impossibility of the continning 
the public amusements on the former terms of admis. 
sion. 


Statement of the Accounts of CovenUGarden Tfieatre for the 
last Six Yearsy most respectfully offered to the Public, 




s. 

d. 


s. 

d. 

1803-4 Received 

61,682 

13 

10 

Paid 58,926 

18 

7 

1804-5 Ditto 

70,727 

9 

10 

Do. 81,057 

11 

6 

1805.6 Ditto 

56,065 

16 

5 

Do. 47,975 

2 

2 

1806-7 Ditto 

68,126 

7 

5 

Do. 68,391 

6 

4 

1807.8 Ditto 

63,038 

14 

7 

Do. 62,406 

S 

3 

1808-9 Ditto 

‘ 46,342 

13 

0 

Do. 47,334 

11 

2 


365,983 

17 

1 




Allowed for outstanding v 
debts, which must be J 


- 

Do. 8,000 







374,091 

18 

0 

Deduct what was drawn \ 
out by the proprietors) 



58,179 

18 

0 





315,912 

0 

0 

Profit for 6 years, divided by 6 


50,071 

17 

1 





365,983 

1 

17 

. ^ * 

1 

Average'of each year 

t 

8,345 

R. HUGHES, Treasiwcr. 

6 

2 


JOHN TULL, Dep. Treasurer. 


Sworn before me, the 26th Sept. 1809. 

C. FLOWER, Mayor. 

Y 2 
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The gCTitlemcn who, for the public satisfaction, kindly 
funned a committee for examining the accounts of Covent. 
Garden Theatre, have most faithfully discharged the ofiBco 
to which they were invited by the proprietors, and spared 
neither time nor pains in order to draw justly the conclu¬ 
sions which are contained in their report. They were oc¬ 
cupied on the task they had generously imposed on them¬ 
selves for three whole days, from morning till evening; on 
Monday, th" last day of their meeting, they did not rise 
til! near eleven at night :—they examined such witnesses, 
belonging to both theatres, as were most likely to give 
them proper information :—they searched minutely into 
the books of the Treasury, in which all the receipts and 
disbursements were entered at the time, for six years back, 
and scrupulously confronted them with the banker’s books, 
and all the original vouchers: they had recourse to Mr. 
Smirke, on points of cxpence relative to the btiiiding, and 
examined Mr. Copland, besides between twenty and thirty 
artificers employed in the erection of the theatre, touching 
their several bills: they omitted no investigation relative 
to the scenery, wardrobe, music, and every material 
article of expcncc: they asked and received from the dif¬ 
ferent offices the rate of insurance for the theatres; they 
farmed the most careful calculations of the number of 
\iersons likely in future to resort to the theatre, grounded 
on an exact knowledge of the number admitted nightly in 
each of the six years into theboxes, pit, and galleries, at 
whole and half-price, or by free admissions. These com- 
plicated numerical calculations they checked and compared 
in overyiway that could help to render them accurate, and 
Mf -cvery doubtful point they have always given the turn 
in favour of the public : they found large heads of future 
unavoicyable expenditure much under.ratcd, as the scenery,* 
wardrobe, macbiucry of all kinds, music, kc. and were 
convinced that the capital necessary for the proper conduct 
ofThc business, must very heavily exceed what it has hither* 
tobccQ calculated at* 
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The following may be depended upon as an exact ac. 
count of the proportions of space allotted to the audience 
in the new Theatre-Royal, CoTcnt-Garden, in the old 
theatre, and in Drur}'.lanc. The boxes are calculated to 
hold the same number of spectators in the present as in the 
old theatre, but 140 more persons arc now provided with 
seats in the lower circles; six feet six inches is the aver* 
aged depth allowed to the three rows in each box. Six 
feet three inches was allowed in the old theatre, and six 
feet in Drury-lane. In the old theatre 20 seats were con¬ 
tained in the pit ; their whole declivity three feet; in the 
new theatre there are also 20 scats, but their declivity is 
four feet nine inches. In the two shilling gallery of the 
old theatre, a person seated in the back row was 88 feet 
from the stage door ; in tlie present theatre he is only 86, 
and in Drnry.lane he was 100. In the upper gallery of 
the old theatre, last row was ninety-three feet from the 
stage-door ; in the present it is'eighty-fivc; and in Drury, 
jatie theatre it was 101. The upper gallery in the new 
theatre will contain about fourscore, and the two shilling 
gallery about fifty more persons than the old one did. 

COVENT-GARDEN TFIEATRE. 

The average annual profit on the property of Covent 
Garden Theatre, as stated in the printed report of the com. 
mittee, having been misrepresented, it becomes necessary, 
for the satisfaction of the public, to declare, that, after 
deducting the legal interest of five per cent, on their capital, 
no more than I and £ per cent, remains to the proprietors 
for their whole profits. 


We were sorry to observe the opposition to the advanced 
prices, assume a character last nighty very diff:rent Jrom 
what it appealed at first. The statement published by the 
proprietors, is certainly not so precise as it ought to have 
been ; at the same time^ it sujfictently proves that a theom 
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irical concern is far from being so productive as has been 
generally supposed* We again repeat oax former recotnmen- 
(latiotu;: let those who will not submit to what they const* 
dCer an impositiony abstain from frequenting the theatre 
for a few wceks^ and they will, most probably, hare the 
sati^action of being accommodated at the Old Prices. 

Timesy Oct, 5, 1^09. 

Here gentle reader, is a neat turn for you,—you 
will probably look upon tliis, as a complete rcnuncia- 
libn of all his former sentiments; but no, that would 
not do, he would have to l>ear all the sarcasms of the 
® public” in tlie pit; and all the sneers of his friends 
of the press,—But my good man of the Times, 
where werca.il your “incontrovertible calculations,’^ 
when you wrote the above ? if tiiey were really “ in- 
canfi'overtiblc the above account should have no 
influence over you, as the difference between 25 
per cent, and is surely worth consideration ; hut 
if you do thus abandon those brats of your imagina¬ 
tion, those “ incontrovertible calculations," why 
should you ad\ iso your friends to abstain from fre- 
tpieirtlng the th(;atre, that the prices might be re- 
i[i,Y-ed.—1 am confident you did not wish the pro¬ 
prietors to get less than 6| per cent.—then surely 
tk icls something unaccountable in your conduct, in 
iiiir such advice:—The fact is, vou dreaded the 
public, you dreaded inconsistency, (preferring con¬ 
sistent wrong), and you disliked Mr. Kemble—all 
these combined, would not suffer you to d« justice. 


Since the above date, the Times has been gradual¬ 
ly sliding into neutral ground; he has published 
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a number of insidious letters, tending to bring thea¬ 
tres and actors into contempt; which, certainly, did 
not look very well, after saying that “ theatrical 
amusements are become habitual to the inhabitmitt 
of the metropolis) and from a part of what map he 
considered as an established recreation. * The 
writer in the Times should know, that if we (en¬ 
courage any man, or set of men, to lay out their 
money in ])urchasing articles for our use, or plea¬ 
sure, we should be acting the part of bad citizens 
if we were to set about ridiculing those same arti¬ 
cles to make their customers ashamed of buying 
them; and we most assuredly did give, at l(jast, a 
tacit encouragement to Messrs. Harris and Kem¬ 
ble, to build a theatre for us. liow'evcr, as the 
Times has by this time, most probably repented of 
his error, I will leave him for the present to at¬ 
tend the honest Chronicle. If strict chronological 
order %vcre adhered to, the report sliould be taken 
into consideration, but I wish to have done witli 
the extracts from the Chronicle lirst. 


21. Our predictions with refjard to the conduct of the ma¬ 
nagers of this theatre, have been completely fulfilled. 1'hir 
calculations tshich rce made tchen Mr. Kemble anAouncfd. 
his intention of nominating judges to decide between him 
and the public, have been fully justified. The public are 
dissatisfied with the decision of Mr. Kemble’s tribunal, anl 
their dissatisfaction was most loudly expressed last night 


See Mxlrad, No. 3. 
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Indeed, we were prepared for this result, when we read the 
report of that tribunal. We could not suppose that such 
SI report would have the effect desireti by those by whom 
it was drawn up or dictated. But we abstain;^d fi >m 
stating o^r opinion yesterday, lest we should be exposed 
to the imputation of wishing to inflame the public mind. 
We waitt'd for the verdict of the public rath deference, 
and that verdict has served to justify and heighten the re- 
spect we have always entertained for their judgment. 
The public are rarely wrong when s^ujficiently informed, 
and upon this occasion, their attention has been so much 
drawn, that the question between the managers and the 
audicnoe seemed in almost every private circle, to have 
excluded every other topic.—Why s’uould a deduction be 
made for outstanding debts ?—Should the public be taxed 
to supply the improvidence of the managers ?—As to the 
sum drawn out by the proprietors, as it is termed, we 
confess that wc are not satisfied on that head. 

Morning Chronicle, Oct. 5, 1809. 

It is laughable enough to hear this man talk 
about his “predictions” being fulfilled; he knew 
very well that scores of those who visit the theatre 
were every morning waiting with open mouths to 
know what he, their Oracle, had to say on the sub¬ 
ject, and would as soon have thouglit of flying, as 
of acting otherwise than as he dictated. 

^ • 

Why the report of that tribunal was not to have 
the ^iFect desired by those by whom it was drawn 
up, I shall shortly enquire, and, in the mcan*time, 
beg to express my unbounded admiration at the de¬ 
licacy of the Chronicle, in “ abstdniog from stating 
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his opinion” before the ** verdict of the public” wa^ 
known. 

O shade of Sterne, step in to my assistance! 

Of all the cants which are canted in this canting 
world, though the cant of criticism may be the 
most tormenting, that of hypocrisy is the worsts 
—He did not wish to influence the public!—The 
servile adulation paid to the authors of an illiberal 
clamour which follows, is most disgusting.—As to 
the public being sujffickntly hrfonnedf I will be 
bold to say, there never in this world was a question 
publicly discussed, where so much ignorance was 
shewm; there never was one where so much illibe- 
rality w'as shcw’ii; there never was one where the 
press so grossly abused its pow'ers; and yet this 
eilly writer talks of the public being “ sufficiently 
informed.” 

You ask why a deduction should be made for 
outstanding debts, and should the public be taxed 
to sujiply the improvidence of the managers? 
These questions are of so strange a nature, that it 
is difficult to compose one s mind sufficiently to 
answer them. There can be no other reason for 
allowing for outstanding debts than, tliab delfts were 
outstanding, and tliis, to most people, wdll be suffi¬ 
cient; but liow you can prove that thev managers^ 
had, been improvident, because they still owed mo¬ 
ney, I am at a loss to know—^We can hardly sup- 

o 
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)pose the mimagers pay ready money for every thing 
they have.—If you are not satisfied as to the sum 
drawn put by the proprietors, 1 will endeavour to 
do it when I come to thoir report 


9% It is really painful to 1)c obliged, in justice to the pub* 
lie, and jn the fmthful discharge of our duty, to question 
the accuracy of a report made by gentlemen of character, 
upon the Tiew of accounts submitted to them.—Various 
objections occur to the account rendered. 


1. The fast season ought not to be iaiusn into the 
average. The company was driven from place to place. 
They had no regular season, and yet the deficiency of that 
year is brougl^ in to diminish the aggregate receipt, and 
the average Is taken from six years. Take away the^last 
year from both sides, and divide the remainder by five,, 
the product will be 15^. per annum, instead of 

S345LSs. 9d, or 7f« 17^. per cent, profit, instead of 

6/, 7y. ed. 


% In estimating the profits on the capital employed, 
the sum of 130,0001. is to be deducted^ because upon 
that snm, they have no right to ask for profit, since they 
did not advance it. There is a sum of 3,7501. per annum 
to be paid, indeed^ for 85 years, and this is an annual 
charge on the house. Now if that charge stands in the 
accourt, and they also calculate profit on the 75,0001. it 
is a gross error, foD they are both to take interest and 
profit on it. ^ ' 

. Morning Chronkkf Od* I9l0§j^ 
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I can readily give you credit for feeling pain in 
the ^\failhjul discharge of your duty.” It must 
have been evident long since that you were ready to 
sacrifice every thing—aye, even your reputation— 
for the public good.” 8o you think the last sea¬ 
son should not be included? Well, admit that, 
what follows? why, that tliey are gaining lU 17^. 
per cent instead of 67. Is. 6d. O ! what incorri¬ 
gible rogues must the managers be, not to be satis- 
hed M'ith 7i. I7s. per cent, on their capital. I am 
certain the proprietors of the Times and Morning 
Chronicle ^vould be delighted if they realised so 
much: but of this more anon. I do not clearly un¬ 
derstand the Chronicle, when he of deducting 
130,000/. from the capital: thei r- is evidently some 
mistake in that; lie must mean 75,0004 But why 
should it be deducted? The interest, 3,7504 no 
doubt is part of the money stated to be drawn out 
by the proprietors; so that they are not both taking 
interest and profit oh it.” 


23. It is so clearty Oie j^olicy of the state to eniioarage the 
theatre (here the ^vtiter is recommending a new theadre) 
as the sure means of cuUivating thi' arts, §n(! enlightening 
as well as meliorating the peowle, that in all polished 
countries it has received the protection of government.— 
It is the mystery which hangs over the statement and re¬ 
port of the.comipittee of which the public complain, jbet 

G $ 
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the items be fairly laid before t|ieiniii and they will foim % 
fair, and we are sure^ a liberal judgment. 

Morning C^ronicle^ Oct 7 , 1809 . 

We cannot here help remarking a very different 
tone and manner from the writer’s former columns. 
But what items does he want? does he wish to have 
a verbatim copy fi'om the treasurer’s cash-book, for 
six years, printed in a neat folio volume, and a copy 
sent, with the manager’s respectful compliments to 
every O. P.? 

On the report, which speaks so plainly for itself, 

I cannot have iMph to say; but this 1 must say of 
it, that, if viewSrdispassionately, there is Undoubt¬ 
edly sufficient in it to satisfy every reflecting person 
that the profits of a theatrical concern are far from 
being large. 

It appears that the commissioners ascertained the 
profits for the last six years, that is, from the first 
of Mr. Kemble’s connection with the theatre, to 
average “ 6| per cent per annum, charging the 
concern with only the sum actually paid for insur¬ 
ance on such^part of the capital as was insured.” 
Now the sUm actually insured, as may be seen in 
another pla>e^ was 44,500/. and the capital which 
ought to have been insured was, according to the' 
above statement, 130,000/; %\hich may be ascer¬ 
tained thusv:—If require 100/. then 0345/. 6^. %d. 
requires 130,000/. nearly. But though the mana- 
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gers did not insure at the offices, and thus became 
their own insurers for about two^tbirds of their ca-? 
pital, ought they not to iiave charged insurance on 
the whole? Surely they ought, and thus their prp^ 
fits would have been reduced to near 5 per cent 
If any one should doubt this, let him ask any mer¬ 
chant, who is in the habit of importing goods from 
distant parts of the world, and who is generally his 
own insurer, if he does not always consider the rate 
of insurance when he sets a price on his merchan- 
tjise ?—he will answer him, yes; and for this reason, 
“ Because 1 sometimes lose a cargo, and the sums 
of money which I have at different times ]||ceived 
for insurance help to indemnify me for sueff loss/’ 
Then the profits clearly n ere “ very little more thaQ 
5 per cent.” But the account is objected to by 
great many, who say, from its extreme brevity, no¬ 
thing certain can be collected from it. There is 
much difficulty in satisfying gentlemen of this der 
scription: perhaps the fault may be looked for else- 
w’here iihan in the “ baldness,” as the Times called 
it, of the account; but tlie committee did not under¬ 
take to furnish intellect. However, I shall endea¬ 
vour to lay the matter down so plain, that “ he who 
runs may read,” I have taken the liberty of stating' 
the account in what 1 consider a more intelligible 
manner? 

Now, reader, I will only siippose you to be a 
man of common understanding, and desire you to 
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imagine the books of the theatre laid open before 
you; and here nothing more is wanted than the 
cash-book, that is, the book where all receipts are 
placed on one side, and all disbursements on the 
other. On the receipt side you will find all the 
money which has been taken at the doors every night 
throughout the season; all tlie money received for 
private boxes, which are let annually; and, in fact, 
every thing which is received on account of the 
house must be entered tliere. Now, as the trea¬ 
surer kept his cash in a baiikei s hands, there is the 
banker’s book to confront witli this cash-book (and 
indeed it appears it was scrupulously confronted 
with the banker’s books”), so tliat no error could 
possibly happen on that side. Well, then we go 
over to the other side; tliat is, to the disbursements, 
and we shall find them to consist of salaries to per¬ 
formers, music, authors, wardrobe, machinery, sceiifr 
painting, &c. &c. 

<1 

Here then, if there were any thing piA down 
wdiich had not been paid, the banker’s hook would 
have exposed it at once ; and as no such exposure 
toojj: place, we may certainly presume that every 
thing was fair. But some very liberal-minded gen- 
tlepien have been pleased to say that the gentlemen 
of the committee were interested, and as such, not 
to be depended on. How' interested?—why, Sir 
Charles Price sujipBes tlie house with oi,%rtd Mr. 
Angerstein has a private box 1 I will not insult 
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those respectable gentlemen, by offering to defend 
them from such an imputation as that of setting 
their hands to what they knew to be a false account, 
and that too, from such pitiful motives. The best 
method is, to ask any of those silly calumniators if 
they would do so for such a consideration; when 
they will immediately answer, No! Aye the most 
despicable and least honourable of tlicin will say 
No! with the greatest seeming indignation, and thus 
declare themselves more homurahle men than Sir 
Charles Price and Mr. Angei*stcin. 

. Respecting the sum drawm out by the proprietors, 
which the Chronicle w as not satisfied with, I need 
say but very little. It appears, that in the course 
of six years the proprietors had drawn out, for their 
private use, 68,179/. 18^.; and for the same time, 
their profits amounted to 50,071/. 17^. Id. so that 
tlicy reduced their capital more than 8,000/. This, 

I believe, is no uncommon thing, but vety often 
necessary: all that it shews is, that the concern w 
not in such a thriving way as it ought to be. But 
does the Chronicle think the gentlemen of the com¬ 
mittee would be any way deceived respecting that 
sum ? They would surely know, by looking at every 
item in the cash-book, whether it was for the pay*^ 
ment of a carpenter’s bill, Or Cash for Mr. Kemble's 
private use, . ; 

But the Times says the Theatre ha^ been inisma* 
naged for the last six years. is in this asser^^ 

tion something so vague, something so foolisl^, and 
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something so wicked, that it carries its own antidote 
with it; yet it may be well enough to ask in what 
this jiiisnianagemcut consisted, and how was the 
editor of tlie Times to know it ? The answer shall 
be left to the gentleman himself: in the mean time, I 
shall present him with something to chew upon.’" 
It wall be in the recollection of most people, that in 
the month of May last almost all the daily papers 
w’ere raised in price one halfpenny, in consequence 
of a bill brought into parliani^ent by Mr. Perceval,' 
permitting them so to do, w ithout taking off the. 
discount on stamps. The Times was not the most 
backward in taking advantage of this permission, 
but it was among the foremost in pleading the ne¬ 
cessity for it. Let us then examine the produce of 
the Times at the “ Old Prices,’’ 


This paper, as I havd said elsewhere, has a most 
extensive circulation, I should think seven or eii^ht 
''thousand; we will take it at six thousand. 

£. s. th 

6000 papers, at lls. for 27 (trade price when at 6d,) 124 4 5‘ 
From which deduct 
6000 stamps, at 3jd, - 87 10 0 

Less, 161.18s, percent, disc. 14 15 9 

72 14 3 

Papcl, at 24s. per ream - - 15 0 0 

Ink, printer's wages, use of types, 

■w^ste stamps, unsold papers, &c. 

be, say - - - - - 9 10 2 *’ 




97 4 5 


Clear gain of the paper each day 


af25 0 0 
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The advertisements kK su^ a paper as the Times 
produce little less, if any tMng, than 40/. a day, as 
any one may calculate, allowing 6s. for the smallest 
advertisements, and the larger in proportion, and 
deducting from each 5s. fbr stamp duty: we wilf 
say, making allowances for parliamentary debates, 
&c. 50/. a day clear, under the head of advertise- 
tnents. 


Theta SS/. Siiiaea tta 30/. is SSI. sod mloltiplisd 
by SIS, the ttfUaW of pablishing days in 
a year, gives - . - - 0 0 

From which dednCt, for dterk*s salaries, re¬ 
porters, correspondents, fordlgta and do¬ 
mestic, house rent, ftc* &c. the odd - 7,11S 0 0 

And there rmnaiss n clear profit annually of j610,000 0 0 

I have sidd nothing of the puff paragraphs, at¬ 
tacks and d^snees, See. &c. for all which they re¬ 
ceive sums of money which would astonish those 
who have never heard of such matters. 

4 

To know whether the above sum of 10,000/. per 
annum is an exorbitant gak or not, we must enquire 
what capital the prtqjfietors of this paper employ, 
and if we say 10,000/. I think it must be confessed 
to be more than sufficient Well thmi, with a ca* 
pital of 10,000/. the proprietors of the Times gain 
anaoaliy 10,000/.; that is, they double their capital 
every year. In other ivcM’ds, they make cent, per 
cent, of their money; and with this they are not 

H 
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Satisfied, but give the following paragrapli to the 
public, to shew the mcewtyi of advancing their 
price I!! 


We trust, we shall i^ot have occasion to expend many 
words, in order to prove to our customers the necessity 
we are under of laying a small additional price upon our 
journal. The 'projected regulation, in the proptiety Of 
which the C.ianccllor of she Exchequer has acquiesced, 
will raise every newspaper one half-penny. The last set¬ 
tlement upon this subject topk plac&with government in 
the year 1797, since which period it would be ■Juperfluous 
ip mention the increased price of every article that goes 
to th'^ composiliofl pf a newspaper. Papcf has risen from 
20s. to 30s. ill the thousand ; wagvi^s, 10 per cent ; print, 
ipg ink, '35 per cc^nt.; types to double the price; and so 
of every other article. 

Times, May 19, 1809. 

Here, Engiislmien, is a clue to the over-suspicious 
conduct of ttie Times. Here you see, that with a 
profit of 10,000/. oa 10,000/., with cent, per 
cent, they are not satisfied, but give you the above 
winning reasons why they should have nearly 4000/. 
a year more. I^/Iosi men are apt to judge the con¬ 
duct of others by thcnjsoiv(,y, and therefore we can 
now cloUrly discover the source from whence such 
dastardly and illiberal remarks were made on the 
managers* of Covent Garden theatre. 

» *r 

Qu&y—Mr. Walter, .arc the abovc “ incontrover¬ 
tible calculations,” or can you overturn them? 
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IVfy labours are now drawing near to a dose, and 
I trust they will not be useless: if they tend but to 
open the eyes of even a small portion of my coun¬ 
trymen, I shall not begrudge the time I have spent 
in composing this pamphlet. I cannot help think¬ 
ing that I have, for the most part, been successful 
in refuting the arguments (if arguments they may 
be called) of the opponents of tlie proprietors of 
Covent Garden theatre: but indeed I take no credit 
to myself on that head; for I defy any man pos¬ 
sessed of sound judgment, and a competent share of 
knowledge, to read even the extracts only, and not 
be convinced that the ingredients of which they are 
composed are ignorance, illiberality, and hypocrisy. 

’ If I could suppose it possible; that any man w^hd 
prides himself on the possession of a soul, who 
thinks himself a reasoning animal, could 3"et go 
coolly to Covent Garded theatre, for the purpose 
of reducing the managers to the necessity of lower¬ 
ing their prices, and consequently to ruin them- 
selves^ I would ask him—Do you, sir, wish the 
prices to be reduced because the proprietors are 
making too much money? You will not answer in 
the affirmative, because you would thereby shew 
that argument was lost upon you, and that you were, 
aSrfto intellect, little above a native of Qtaheite. 
Do you wish then to reduce the prices, because the 
managers have not treated you respectfully enough ? 

I can no where discover those signs of disrespect 

H 
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wbich ym m so forward lio urge, unless jou mean 
lo 88y that whenever Mr. Kemble came before your 
high mightinesses, he ^ould have prostrated himself 
lo the ground, and not have dared to stir till your 
supreme will was known. For shame f gentlemen, 
for shame! What! and do you require such things 
of Mr. Kemble? you, who are, for the most part, 
the greatest sticklers for liberty? you, who are 
eternally bawling in our ears that liberty is gone! 
that man's freeborn energies are cramped by tyrants. 
Is not Mr. Kemble an Englisliman, as well as our* 
selves? Has he not got the same feelings, the same 
idea of tM natural'dignity of man, which, as Bri* 
tons, we are all so proud to boast of? Is he not 
possessed of the most splendid talents, and of a 
more than ordinary share of learning, both of which 
tend to lift man above hk fellow creatures, to exalt 
him in the scale of created beings, instead of suf* 
faring him to demean himself by crouching and 
licking the dust, just as lie is commanded by the 
sliouts of a senseless mob. Read his address be^ 
fore tlie opening of the house, and say if thci e is any 
thing of disrespect in that? Carry back your re¬ 
collection to the first night, when lie stood the 
** peltiii£ of the pitiless storm” for several minutes* 
ondaavourkig, but in vain, to obtain a liearing 
did you see any disrespect in that? Nol Then 
where is this disrespect to be found ? In employing 
Jews to quell the rioters, whereas they ought to have 
been coaxed over to Ida oau6& Tliere you have 
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hit on something which deserves a little consideration. 
You will then please to recollect, that several 
nights passed before any such thing was done, as 
employing Jews ; coojcing had no elFect, even after 
the statement of the committeeWhat was to be 
done ? The proprietors had published an account, 
sufficient to satisfy every reasonable creature, that 
their profits were very small, even at the advanced 
price; and they found no abatement in the opposi* 
tion to them—^What could they think ? They beheld 
their property wasted at the rate of at least three 
hundred pounds each night and could not calculate on 
any termination to it, without vigorous proceedings ; 
what would have been your course in such a business, 
my good Sir ? Could you have contemplated with a 
pliilosophic calmness, the nightly destruction of your 
properly? If not, tax not too harshly, the proceed¬ 
ings which men in such a desperate cause had re¬ 
course to. We do not always chuse the best expe¬ 
dients, though our intentions may be the purest.— 
When Charles XII. of Sweden, was shut up in his 
castle, at Bender, he was not aware that he was 
going to use an improper instrument to extinguish 
the ftre, when he snatched up the barrel of brandy, 
and threw it on die Haines. Just so with the mana¬ 
gers and their servants, employing the Jews; the ne¬ 
cessity of the moment called for something,'iazid that 
scMnething, when it came, might be improper.— 
Since, then, you will hardly wish the price to be 
lowered on either of the ^aregomg heads, 1 suppose 
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it must be, because the private boxes exist? No, sufe- 
ly, you will not argue tlius. But what is it you have 
to say respecting these boxes ? you will find them de¬ 
fended in a former page, where I turned the 
weapons of your friend, the Chronicle, against him- 
sclt; but there was one, and certainly not the least 
serious point of view, in which I did not take the 
matter up.—You have said, they were likely to be 
destructive to n)orality ; that they would be the scat 
of intrigues and assignations; find that it was im¬ 
possible for a modest n onian ever to shew her face 
in them.—Well, my good moral friend, you reason 
admirably, and steer quite clear of [)uritimical cant— 
But let us look into your argument a little,—Do you 
imagine, that a whole party nill retire into one of 
tliese anti-rooms to intrigue; do you imagine thaf 
any two of the party will do it? They might as well, 
in my opinion, find a place at home for the purpose, 
and would no doubt prefer it, wctc they so inclined. 
-—Do you suppose, that one person only in a box, 
could form an intrigue with him, or herself'■ No! 
none of these. Then, as neither a party, nor two 
out of a party, nor one person, is likely to form in¬ 
trigues, it can only be done by two persons going 
there foi^ the express purpose; and surely if they 
had any such design before they went, there ^^ould 
be other places more likely to invite their steps tUan 
a playhouse.—In fact, it is a vulgar cry of morality' 
in dangerj set up by some of the most immoral of 
mankind. These boxes, as yom* friend the Cliro- 
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nicie bay-^, w ill be very desirable for a father and 
luotiier, to take tlieir sons and daughters to, as they 
will ttieie hear nothing of the indecencies of the lob¬ 
bies, and surely it is no trivial matter, if the ears of 
youth can be prcstived from such as‘-dilants. 

Since then, you will not clamour for the reduction 
of pi ici‘s, on the gi ound of the pix)})rietorb getting 
ci.orbitant jHofits; as you would thereby not only 
shew the grossest ignorance of tlie question you are 
deciding an opinion on, but would be supposing five 
respectable gentlemen to have actc’d in a manner, so 
Knavioh and so foolish, that, the lowest character in 
society would blush to be thought guilty of such 
conduct; since you will not ask for their reduction, 
on the giound that the manageis have not treated 
you witli proper respect, because you find, when it 
comes to be examined,^ tliat the managers have 
sliewii you no disrespect whatever, but have, on the 
cont»*dry, behaved wdtli examplary patience, w^hen 
nighl!^ messing the destruction ot their property; 
since wouhl not ask lor tlieir reduction, on the 
ground that the private boxes ought to be made pub- 
* lie, as you would thub be declaring tp the world 
your possession of a mean and envious disposition, 
which is always craving for what others*possess; 
and since ym would not, for the same reason, help 
to/:re)|fe a disturbance in the house, for tb8 express 
purpose of getting the prices lowered, and the private 
bpxes made public; then do, my good sir, if you 
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value th^^roud name of Englishmati^ desist from 
this disgraceful opposkioii to men, whose greatest 
crime is having placed more confidence ki your ge¬ 
nerosity than subsequent events warrant. 

The above questions and observations, I addresi 
persomdly to every man who bears the name of Bii- 
ton; they embrace, I believe, every objection which 
has been started j^against the proprietors, or at least, 
publicly so; but tiieie is one, which I have heard 
made in private companies, and in which I cannot 
help agreeing; that is, to the boxes on a level with 
the one shilling and two shilling gdlcries, being 
charged the same as those in the o^cr parts of the 
house. Now there is in this so much apparent un- 
^imess that I would advise Messrs. Harris and 
Kemble to remedy it, if they can; I am aware there 
will be 8c»ne difficulty, from the same stair-cases lead¬ 
ing to those as to the others, but if that cx>ald be 
got over, and those places charged not more than 
Uie pH, it would, I am persuaded, give satisfaction 
to all. 


In undertaking to do what I am about to attempt, 
I shall certainly be charged, by most sober people^ 
with^an act supererogation, and that is of endea- 
vouriiig to convince the public, that neither Mr. 
Kemble nor Mrs. Siddons should be driven from the 
stage. Those who have witnessed the powers of 
that admired actress, whether she undettakes to 
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excite our horror in Lady Macbeth, or our |)ity i« 
Isabella; whether she exhibits to us, as in the ban¬ 
queting scene, all the dignity, elegance, and grace, of 
which we could suppose woman capable, or rivet our 
attention to her extraordinary powers in her more se¬ 
rious efforts, we must be equally astonished and de¬ 
lighted. 


Formed for the tragk scene to grace the stage 
With rival excellence of love and rage, 

Mistress of each soft art, with matchless sk'Hi 
To turn and wind the passions as she will. 

When she to murder, whets the timorous thane, 

1 feel ambition rush thro* every vein; 

Persuasion hangs upon her daring tongue, 

My heart grows fiint, and every nerve's new strung. 

CHI7KCHXLI.. 


Then is there a human being so callous to all the 
best feelings of our nature, as to say, let her go; w^e 
can do very well without her ? Such a man might 
truly be said, to have affections dark as Erebus. It 
has been given out, that this is Mrs. Siddons’s last 
season, I hope that it is not true ; but if guilt would 
attach to those who would attempt to drive Mrs. 
Siddons from the stage, as no doubt it would, I am 
sure, a no less share whould equally attach to* those, 
who wish to banish her brother. Besides, Mr. 
Kemble b*eing the first tragedian England can boast; 

I 
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besides his delighting lis, in his acting of Penruddock 
and Octavian;—his enrapturing us in Hamlet and 
Macbeth;—and his astonishing us, in Lear and Co- 
riolaiius; besides his exquisite delineation of these 
characters, and many otiiers, which need not be 
enumerated, when we see man in his greatest per¬ 
fection ; when human nature seems to stand on tip¬ 
toe, and aspire to godlike attributes; Besides these 
wonderful exertions of his genius as an actor, are 
we not indebted to him, more than to any other man, 
for the pains he has taken in getting up our favourite 
bard Shakespeare. I should think there is no 
man in this enlightened age, who will say, that Shake¬ 
speare is not an ornament to England; then, surely, 
he who of all others has applied himself most to the 
study of Shakespeare, and to the dressing of him in 
a fascinating style, so that he miglit become the more 
generally known, deserves our gratitude instead of 
the loads of obloquy, which have been heaped upon 
him from so many quarters. 

But Mr. Kemble’s enemies say, he is proud and 
haughty; it is possible he may be so. I cannot 
tell, as I never had the honoru to speak to him any 
where, nor even see him off the stage. If he is so, 
all I qan say to it is, I am sorry for it, for pride and 
haughtiness are not the most amiable of qualities. 
But Igt the reader remember this, Mr. l^einble has 
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some bitter enemies, and particularly among those 
who have the superintendancc of the press. • They 
can easily disseminate any tljing prejudicial t(5 a 
person’s character, and that person’s opportunity o 
repelling the same, is very small, compared with 
their opportunities of attack. 

* I cannot help inserting a short extract translated 
from tlje French papers a few days ago, and Eng¬ 
lishmen would do well to keep it in view. They 
will sec in what light foreigners, who an; at too 
great a distance, and wlio arc otherwise too little 
interested in this question, to enter into it with 
passions similar to ours, view our conduct: “ We 
are ignorant of the result of these burlesque de- 
mongtrations of civil liberty, and these coarse dis- 
“ plays of national spirit, which set every thing in a 
“ flame, merely to determine whether Madame Ca- 
talani shall have the {)ricc she demands for songs; 
“ whether the theatre shall be open or shut; wAe- 
“ ^/ler Mr. Kemble and his family shall, or shall 
** not, be ruined:^ 

This needs no comment. 

A very few" words will suffice for wliat remains j 
namely, how far this question is coiinectecfwith po¬ 
litics. I shall give no opinion, but content myself 
with taking a few names from their famous sub- 



( « 3 

tni Wve llw leader to jadge, tf «« fK>« 
the devil bnmght the^ 

A 

A CoABXTTlTJS. ^ 

SiE W4c« Rawlins* 

Sah. Millbb, Esquire. 

Hestby Cliffobp, Barrister, 

SsNBF White, Rditor of the Inde^dtnt 
Whig. 

Joair Gaee Jones* 

Stee are your Britibh .Worthies! 


FINIS. 
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